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FOREWORD 


The Journals of the Colonial Legislatures of the Colonies of Vancouver Island 
and British Columbia, now printed in five volumes, are a timely successor and sup- 
plement to Memoirs Nos. IJ, III and IV, all published by the Provincial Archives 
in 1918 and long out of print. When submitting the first of the series, Memoir 
No. II, to the Attorney General, the then Provincial Librarian and Archivist, E. 
O. S. Scholefield, wrote that it “. . . will give an idea of the value of the Provincial 
legislative records from an historical point of view. It will also serve a more prac- 
tical purpose in indicating the source of many laws and policies, not a few of which 
have survived in one form or another to this day.” Those words remain as valid 
today as when they were written sixty-two years ago. If anything these records 
and documents of British Columbia’s colonial beginnings are of much more obvious 
relevance to the contemporary scene than they were at the conclusion of World 
War I. For as they appear or reappear in print, Canada is in the midst of a national 
debate on the constitution, and they comprise the foundation stones of any examina- 
tion of the constitutional history of British Columbia, as well as the colonial era 
of the province’s history. Of especial interest should be the full verbatim text of the 
Debate on the Subject of Confederation with Canada, to be found as Appendix A 
in Volume V. In that Debate can be found the reasons why the colony of British 
Columbia decided to become a province of the Dominion of Canada in 1871. 


All the records and documents published in Memoirs I, III and IV, as well as 
much additional material, has been painstakingly edited, or re-edited, by Dr. James 
E. Hendrickson, of the Department of History, University of Victoria. Credit for 
realizing the need for this work and for persuading the then Provincial Librarian 
and Archivist, the late Dr. Willard E. Ireland, that it should proceed to publication 
and then labouring long and exhaustively to bring it to a successful conclusion, 
belongs entirely to him. Dr. Hendrickson’s own Introduction describes many of 
the editorial problems he encountered; why some documents were or were not 
included in the three Memoirs; where other records could or could not be located; 
how they were created and how they were subsequently kept—and requires no 
advance commentary. He deserves the gratitude of everyone seriously interested 
in the history of British Columbia. 


Tribute should be paid to the staff of the Government Printing Bureau who 
have persevered with what may be one ot the most lengthy, and certainly not least 
complicated, printing assignments in its own long history. Everyone who has been 
involved in the project since its commencement, including three provincial archivists, 
trusts that it may prove to be a useful and enlightening contribution to the his- 
toriography of British Columbia. 


JOHN A. BOVEY 
Provincial Archivist 
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INTRODUCTION 


The original minute books of the legislatures of Vancouver Island and British 
Columbia are among the most prized possessions of the Provincial Archives of 
British Columbia. Entered in longhand in leather-bound volumes, by a variety of 
hands over a span of twenty-one years, these journals represent the most tangible 
documentary evidence of the initiation and evolution of parliamentary institutions 
and practice in the colonies that comprised the territory that is now the province 
of British Columbia. With the exception of perhaps twenty pages, the originals of 
which have apparently not survived, these volumes constitute the entire record of 
the official proceedings of the Council, Executive Council, Legislative Council, and 
General Assembly of the colony of Vancouver Island, and the Executive Council 
and Legislative Council of the colony of British Columbia. 

The need for such a publication has long been noted. Although the journals 
of the Legislative Council of British Columbia were published annually at the time 
on a press brought to New Westminster by the Royal Engineers, the legislature of 
Vancouver Island predated the arrival of the first printing press in 1858. There- 
after, newspapers carried fairly complete reports of the deliberations of the As- 
sembly, but meetings of the Legislative Council were closed to reporters until 1864 
in Vancouver Island and 1865 in British Columbia. Meetings of the Executive 
Council in both colonies were officially secret. 

In 1918 the Provincial Archives commenced the publication of the records of 
Vancouver Island with the publication of Memoir No. H, Minutes of the Council 
of Vancouver Island: Commencing August 30th, 1851, and Terminating with the 
Prorogaticn of the House of Assembly, February 6th, 1861, edited by E. O. S. 
Scholefield. This was followed closely by Memoir No. HI, Minutes of the House 
of Assembly of Vancouver Island, August 12th to September 25th [27th], 1858 
(1918), and Memoir No. IV, House of Assembly Correspondence Book, August 
12th, 1856, to July 6th, 1859 (1918). The curious time frame covered by each 
volume is explained by the fact that each consists of the initial original minute or 
correspondence book, without regard to the lifespan or session of the originating 
institution. For reasons now lost in obscurity, the publication of these records was 
never resumed, although a body of typescripts still preserved in the Archives bears 
mute testimony to the fact that further publication was clearly intended. A part of 
the explanation may be that the subsequeni minutes of the Council could not be 
then located. Nor have they been found to this day. It is not known if the minutes 
existed in Scholefield’s time, but they were almost certainly not in the Archives in 
the 1930’s when W. Kaye Lamb drew up the manuscript classification system for 
the Archives because he did not assign a number to the missing minute book. Lamb 
obviously was unaware of the hiatus for in at least two separate articles he stated 
categorically that the minutes of all the colonial legislatures had been preserved in 
their entirety. ! 

The case of the missing minutes assumed added interest when the writer 
sought to obtain copies of them from the Public Record Office in London, which 
the governor was required to file every six months with the Colonial Office. These 

1 “British Columbia Official Records: the Crown Colony Period,” Pacific Northwest 


Quarterly, XXIX (January 1938), 17-25; “Records of the Early Proceedings of the Legislature 
in British Columbia,” Canadian Historical Review, XXI (December 1940), 394-400. 
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were readily obtained, except for the period from 26 June 1861 to 3 February 
1862, which coincides with the Second Session of the Second House of Assembly. 
Further investigation revealed that Governor James Douglas forwarded the minutes 
in question to London on 20 March 1862, but the Public Record Office could find 
no evidence that they had ever reached London. Additional evidence indicated 
that in 1861 Douglas had been forced to use oversize stationery from an American 
supplier when a shipment of regulation stationery from Her Majesty’s Stationery 
Office had been lost at sea.2 Could these minutes by chance have been filed on 
the larger stationery and therefore filed irregularly? Yet another exhaustive search 
of the Public Record Office produced no further clues to the fate of the errant 
minutes. Meanwhile, archivists in the Provincial Archives sifted through a backlog 
of uncatalogued materials in storage without success. Among new acquisitions from 
a Victoria warehouse was some material from the colonial era, including the instru- 
ment Douglas issued to appoint Richard Clement Moody to the “Council” of British 
Columbia (reprinted among the illustrations in Volume IV). Inquiries of the 
Victoria City Archives uncovered original minutes written by W. A. G. Young of 
the first meetings of Heads of Departments of Vancouver Island (reprinted as 
Appendix C, Volume I, 392-96). These minutes, along with other Young papers, 
recently had been transferred from a vault in the Land Registry Office, where they 
had lain for longer than the oldest employee there could remember. This find was 
especially intriguing because it covered the same time frame as the missing Council 
minutes and because Young, as acting colonial secretary, was the man who had 
forwarded the Council minutes to England. Moreover, these records furnished 
important documentary evidence of Douglas’ efforts to obtain advice on executive 
matters before the establishment of the Executive Council, and even before he had 
requested such an establishment. But the fate of the missing Council minutes 
remains a mystery, and only time will reveal if a copy remains extant. 

The missing minutes unfortunately cover a critical time in the evolution of 
the Council into the Legislative Council, but in terms of the content of these records, 
the loss is not too serious inasmuch as one can deduce fairly accurately from the 
journals of the Assembly the issues that came before the Council during this session. 
Indeed, with the exception of the minutes of the Executive Councils of both 
colonies, the official journals of the legislatures ought more properly to be desig- 
nated as proceedings rather than minutes. They do not constitute a record of the 
debates in their respective bodies; they are not a Hansard. Although the early 
records of the Council of Vancouver Island summarize the discussion of that body 
in some detail, the journals of the Assembly and Legislative Council of Vancouver 
Island and of the Legislative Council of British Columbia only rarely record any- 
thing beyond official actions. In contrast, the minutes of the Executive Councils 
of both colonies are extremely informative and encompass the full range of issues 
on which the governor solicited the advice of his official advisers. These delibera- 
tions were never made public, and each member was required to take an oath not 
to divulge their nature. 


2 Douglas to Newcastle, 20 March 1862, Great Britain, Public Record Office, CO 305/19, 
p. 96, mf., Provincial Archives of British Columbia. 


3 Douglas to Newcastle, 28 May 1862, CO 305/19, pp. 172-74. 
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In Vancouver Island, the first newspapers appeared in 1858 and began cover- 
age of the sitting of the First House of Assembly. The fact that reporters were 
barred from the Council, which always seems to have conducted its business in 
camera, aroused the ire particularly of Amor De Cosmos, the crusading editor of 
the British Colonist, who immediately called for a popularly elected upper house 
instead of the existing clandestine one that debated “with closed doors like an 
inquisition or a conspiracy.”+ Replacing the Council with the Legislative Council 
in 1863 did not alter the existing state of affairs. Only on 9 March 1864, during 
his last week in office in Vancouver Island, did Douglas open meetings of the Legis- 
lative Council to the press, a practice continued by Governor Arthur Edward 
Kennedy until the termination of the colony in 1866. 


A similar situation prevailed in British Columbia when the first Legislative 
Council refused to admit John Robson, editor of the New Westminster British 
Columbian, to its meetings, resolving instead by a vote of five to four “that the 
door be closed to strangers” and the press supplied with copies of the official 
minutes upon request.° Robson charged the vote transformed the legislature into 
a “Star Chamber” and, rejecting the official record as too “dry and unintelligible,” 
ran a much more detailed account under the leader, “Legislative Council (Secret ).’® 
The Legislative Council continued to exclude the press and public during the session 
that began in December 1864 but finally opened its doors to the public when it 
adopted more liberal Standing Orders introduced by Governor Frederick Seymour 
in January 1865.7 Thereafter sessions were reported at length in the newspapers 
whose accounts invariably contain much more detailed information than is recorded 
in the official minutes reprinted here. 


Only during the debate over Confederation in 1870 was an attempt made to 
report verbatim the debate in the colonial legislature. This debate occurred while 
the Legislative Council sat in Committee of the Whole in which, technically, no 
minutes are kept, so no record of these debates appears in the official minutes. 
Doubtless because of the importance of the subject, the government appointed W. 
S. Sebright Green, a solicitor and journalist from Victoria, to provide a complete 
transcript of what each member said. These debates were published at the time in 
two Government Gazettes Extraordinary and reprinted in a different format later 
that year and again in 1912. So closely related are these debates to the official 
journals of the colonial legislatures that they are reprinted here as Appendix A, 
Volume V. 


Taken individually, the journals reprinted here are not of great immediate 
consequence to the political history of colonial British Columbia. Except for the 
journals of the Executive Councils and the debates over Confederation, the content 
is often tedious, the style repetitious, and the substance disappointing. Neverthe- 
less, the journals collectively represent the official record of the evolution of par- 
liamentary forms of government in the northwestern part of North America and, 
as such, are of enormous intrinsic historic worth. For this reason alone they are 


418 December 1858. 

5 British Columbian, 23 January 1864 and ff.; minutes for 26 January 1864, IV, 188. 
6 British Columbian, 17 and 3 February 1864. 

7 Standing Order 61, Appendix A, IV, 392. 
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worthy of being published and preserved. More than that, a careful examination 
of these records can tell us much about the principles on which our political and 
legal institutions were shaped, of the conditions under which our forebearers lived, 
and of the rich political heritage that is ours because of events that happened many 
decades ago and even continents away and have in some measure become a part of 
all who are the recipients of the unique political culture that is British Columbia. 


THE CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF VANCOUVER ISLAND 


The colony of Vancouver Island was created by royal charter, 13 January 
1849 (reprinted as Appendix A, Volume I, 374-78), as a consequence of British 
apprehension of possible further American expansion northward following the 
Oregon boundary settlement in 1846. The British Colonial Office decided that the 
best way to strengthen the British presence in this remote territory was to establish 
a colony of British subjects. After due consideration, it also decided the best agency 
for this purpose was the Hudson’s Bay Company, which had both an interest in 
and knowledge of the area as well as the requisite capital resources to undertake a 
project of this magnitude. Thus it happened that a fur-trading monopoly, whose 
activities were inherently opposed to large-scale settlement, was charged with the 
responsibility of establishing a colony on Vancouver Island. The charter of grant 
stipulated that in exchange for an annual payment of seven shillings, the company 
would become the “true and absolute lords and proprietors” of the island, that 
ninety per cent of the revenue from land sales and royalty payments must be used 
for public purposes, and that the company must “defray the entire expense of any 
civil and military establishments.” Another clause stated that if the company had not 
established a settlement within five years, the grant could be revoked without com- 
pensation, and that after ten years, upon the expiry of the company’s exclusive 
rights to trade with the Indians (30 May 1859), the crown could resume title to the 
island by reimbursing the company for its expenses relative to the colony. 


The decision to establish a colony along the northwest coast of North America 
carried with it the assumption that British settlers were entitled to a voice in their 
own government, an assumption that reached back to the establishment of the first 
British colonies in the new world. The concept that Englishmen were entitled to 
representative institutions was first legally embodied in the charter of the Virginia 
Company and led to the summoning of the Virginia House of Burgesses in 1619, 
the first representative assembly of British subjects outside the mother country. 
Over the years there emerged a pattern of government in “settled” colonies (that is, 
in colonies settled by British subjects) consisting of a governor and bicameral legis- 
lature. As explained in the Colonial Office’s regulations, “According to the old 
Colonial system of Government, Colonies settled by Englishmen were (and are) 
held legally entitled to Representative Institutions. In these the Legislature consists 
of the Governor, a Council nominated by the Crown (which acts also as the Execu- 
tive Council or Council of advice to the Governor), and an Assembly elected by 
Freeholders and others according to the electoral laws of each Colony.’® In time 

8 “Rules and Regulations,’ The Colonial Office List for 1863, William C. Sargeaunt and 
Arthur N. Birch, compilers (London, Edward Stanford, 1863), chap. II, p. 94. See also 
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this bicameral legislature gave way to a single Legislative Council to which some 
members were appointed and others were elected. Crown colonies, on the other 
hand, were denied representative institutions. Because they were usually acquired 
by conquest or by cession, they were sometimes referred to as “ceded” or “occupied” 
cclonies. They were not populated primarily by British subjects and were ruled by 
a governor and council whose members were all nominated by the crown. 


Vancouver Island was never a crown colony, even though it has frequently 
been mislabelled as such. Rather, its constitution was based on the old colonial 
system, which prevailed generally throughout the British West Indies. Although 
the Hudson’s Bay Company was granted proprietary rights to the island, the 
Colonial Office decided to reserve to the crown the right of appointing the gover- 
nor, after James Stephen, permanent undersecretary from 1836 to 1847 and an 
inveterate foe of monopoly, objected to granting the company powers of civil 
jurisdiction, which it had exercised in Rupert’s Land under the terms of its original 
charter of 1670. A separate act of Parliament empowered the colonial legislature 
to provide for the administration of justice.’ In the absence of any specific organic 
act establishing the government of the colony, the constitution of the new colony 
derived from the royal commission and instructions issued to the first governor, 
Richard Blanshard, an ambitious young barrister who arrived in Victoria on 9 
March 1850. Ina simple ceremony two days later, Blanshard read his commission 
and instructions (reprinted as Appendix B, Volume I, 379-91), thereby inaugurat- 
ing British rule west of the Rockies. Blanshard’s commission and instructions 
authorized him to appoint a Council of seven persons in addition to himself (three 
of whom would form a quorum), to summon a General Assembly of freeholders, 
and with the ‘“‘advice and consent” of these two bodies to enact legislation for the 
new colony. A further clause ambiguously stated that the governor, “with the 
advice of said Council,” could “enact all such Laws and Ordinances as may from 
time to time be required for the Peace, Order and good Government of the said 
Colony7?° 


The constitutional history of Vancouver Island has never been adequately 
described nor even fully understood. For convenience, it might be divided chrono- 
logically into three parts, from 1850 to 1856, from 1856 to 1863, and from 1863 
to 1866, although the entire period was characterized by groping change and gradual 
evolution. The first period commenced with the arrival of Blanshard in 1850, or 
more particularly with the establishment of the Council just before his departure 
in August 1851. The Council has since been customarily but incorrectly referred 
to by historians as the Legislative Council, as indeed it was by James Douglas at 
the time; but technically it was a Council with both executive and legislative func- 
tions in keeping with the forms of the old colonial system. The second period began 


9 An Act to Provide for the Administration of Justice in Vancouver’s Island, 12 & 13 
Victoria, c. 48. For information relative to the establishment of the colony of Vancouver Island, 
see minute on J. H. Pelly to Earl Grey, 5 March 1847, CO 305/1, pp. 105-10; memorandum 
by H. Merivale, 21 June 1848, CO 305/1, pp. 195-97; Grey to Pelly, 31 July 1848, CO 305/1, 
pene 

10 Appendix B, I, 380. For a discussion of Blanshard’s appointment and tenure, see 
Willard E. Ireland, “The Appointment of Governor Blanshard,” British Columbia Historical 
Quarterly, VIII (July 1944), 213-26, and W. Kaye Lamb, “The Governorship of Richard 
Blanshard,’ BCHQ, XIV (January—April 1950), 1-40. 
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with the summoning of the first elected assembly (technically, the General As- 
sembly) in 1856, thereby completing the bicameral legislature as required by the 
royal commission and instructions. The third period was marked by the issuing 
of supplementary instructions to Governor Douglas in 1863, which amended the 
original constitution by dissolving the Council and replacing it by two separate 
and distinct bodies, an Executive Council and a Legislative Council. 


As the Queen’s personal representative in the colony, the governor exercised 
considerable authority, which was broadly defined in his commission and instruc- 
tions. Under these instruments he was generally empowered to issue writs of 
summons and elections; to grant or withhold his assent to bills, subject to the 
pleasure of the crown; to appoint and suspend public officials, again in accordance 
with strict instructions from the crown; to grant pardon or clemency to persons 
convicted of criminal offences in colonial courts; and to issue marriage licenses, 
administer oaths, and ensure that proper records were kept of all matters within 
his jurisdiction. Public funds could be expended only under his warrant, and he 
could not absent himself from the colony without express permission from the home 
government.!! 


From the outset there were problems with Vancouver Island’s constitution, 
and Blanshard soon discovered his situation was intolerable. For example, he 
had accepted the governorship without salary on the understanding he would receive 
a grant of one thousand acres of land, only to learn from Douglas upon his arrival 
that the land was attached to the office and not for his private use. More 
important, he quickly discovered he had no one to govern. Because virtually all 
the settlers in the colony were employees of the Hudson’s Bay Company, they were 
therefore answerable in most matters to James Douglas, who as the company’s 
chief agent was responsible not only for the conduct of the fur trade but also for 
the sale of land and the consequent expenditures for public works in the colony. 
Shortly after his arrival, Blanshard promptly advised the secretary of state for the 
colonies, Earl Grey: “As no settlers have at present arrived, I have considered 
that it is unnecessary as yet to nominate a council as my instructions direct, for a 
council chosen at present must be composed entirely of the officers of the Hudson 
Bay Company, few if any of whom possess the qualification of landed property 
which is required to vote for members of assembly, and they could moreover 
be completely under the control of their superior officers but as no immediate 
arrival of settlers is likely to take place, and my instructions direct me to form a 
council on my arrival, I should wish for a further direction on this point, before I 
proceed to its formation.” Grey approved of Blanshard’s delay, but he impressed 
upon him the expediency of establishing the “prescribed institutions” at an early 
dates! 

Under the circumstances it was probably inevitable that friction should develop 
between Blanshard and Douglas, who as the agent of the proprietors, exercised 
de facto power over the colony’s employees and public affairs.. Blanshard, indeed, 
soon became convinced that the Hudson’s Bay Company was determined to exclude 
all free settlers from the colony and retain the island as its own preserve. Less 

11 “Rules and Regulations,” Chap. I, Colonial Office List, 1863, p. 93-4. 

12 Blanshard to Earl Grey, 8 April 1850, CO 305/2, pp. 49-50; Grey to Blanshard, 16 
July 1850, CO 410/1, pp. 3-4. 
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than nine months after his arrival, Blanshard tendered his resignation and requested 
leave to quit the island. In the spring of 1851 he again reported he had deferred 
implementing his instructions because of “a total want of the necessary materials 
[i.e., a settled population] either for a council or for any other legislative or execu- 
tive appointment.”!3 Finally in August he received word that his resignation had 
been accepted and he was free to depart. His last official act was to appoint a 
Council of three persons, designating Douglas as senior member, which, in keeping 
with the royal commission, meant that he would become the administrator of the 
government upon Blanshard’s departure a few days later. Meanwhile, the Colonial 
Office decided to comply with the request of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and 
appointed Douglas as governor; his commission and instructions were similar to 
those of his predecessor and arrived at the end of October. 

The Council of Vancouver Island, like those of the West Indies, was intended 
to serve a dual function. It was “both the Privy or Executive Council of the 
Governor, the advice and assent of which he was bound to secure before he could 
perform certain of his duties, and the Upper Chamber of the colonial legislature.”’'4 
By the terms of his instructions, the governor was obliged to permit members of 
the Council “to have and enjoy freedom of debate, and vote in all affairs of public 
concern,” and to keep a record of its proceedings, a copy of which was periodically 
sent back to England. 

These restrictions to the unbridled use of power, Douglas dutifully observed. 
Although he used the Council sparingly, its journals clearly indicate that he con- 
sulted it both on legislative and executive matters, and included in the latter 
category were many public responsibilities that devolved upon him as agent of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company rather than as governor. His first revenue proposal, a 
five-per-cent levy on all imports, the Council rejected as impractical; a year later 
the Council deferred action on the grounds that “without the consent of the 
representatives of the people,” such a tax would also be unconstitutional.!5 Only 
a few pieces of legislation were enacted during this earliest period, one of which 
was an act establishing a Supreme Court of Civil Justice. Douglas then appointed 
his brother-in-law, David Cameron, as judge and raised a storm of controversy 
because Cameron was not trained as alawyer. Neither, for that matter, was anyone 
else in the colony. For this reason, Douglas requested the Colonial Office to have 
the legal advisers to the crown examine and approve the rules of court that Cameron 
had drawn up. 

The passage of this act threw the Colonial Office into a quandary when the 
Crown’s legal officers discovered that no Assembly had yet been established, and 
they questioned “whether the Crown can legaliy convey authority to make Laws 
in a Settlement founded by Englishmen, even for a temporary and special purpose, 
to any Legislature not elected wholly, or in part, by the Settlers themselves.”!¢ 
In short, the ambiguous clause in Blanshard’s and Douglas’ commissions per- 
mitting them to govern with the advice of the Council only was almost certainly 


13 Blanshard to Earl Grey, 12 May 1851, CO 305/73, p. 18. 

14{H.] Hume Wrong, Government of the West Indies (New York, Negro Universities 
Press, 1969), p. 40. 

15 Minutes for 28 April 1852 and 29 March 1853, I, 6, 8. 

16 Labouchere to Douglas, 28 February 1856, CO 410/1, pp. 82-89. For the report of the 
law officers and attached minutes, see CO 305/5, pp. 184-90. 
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illegal—and so were all laws passed in Vancouver Island. The Colonial Office 
could either complete the constitutional process it had initiated seven years earlier, 
or it could seek authority from Parliament to establish some other form of legis- 
lature. It hesitated to order the establishment of an Assembly because there were 
then known to be only forty-three persons in the colony with sufficient property 
(twenty acres freehold) to enable them to vote. Moreover, it was also aware that 
the establishment of such a body could be cited by the Hudson’s Bay Company as 
evidence that a settlement existed and thus impair the crown’s right to revoke the 
charter of grant made in 1849. Before making a final decision, it procured an Order 
in Council establishing the Supreme Court to provide legal authority for the admin- 
istration of justice on Vancouver Island. Then in a confidential despatch to Doug- 
las, it cautioned him against enacting any further legislation and requested him to 
confine his actions to his general powers of preserving the peace.'7 

Vancouver Island’s constitutional impasse was not resolved until 1856. The 
reasons for the delay can be attributed in part to the time consumed by the exchange 
of despatches between Downing Street and Victoria, and to the administrative 
confusion attending the rapid succession of no less than six principal secretaries 
of state in the eighteen months prior to Henry Labouchere’s installation in Novem- 
ber 1855. During this time the Order in Council creating the Supreme Court lay 
in the law offices for a period of five months. Labouchere sought advice from one 
of his immediate predecessors, Sir George Grey, who advised him to stay with the 
existing constitution rather than going before Parliament to seek an alteration. “I 
think that a bill for the government of a colony is never discussed in Parliament 
without danger, generally without serious injury not only to the colony immediately 
affected, but to the whole of the colonial dominions,” he wrote privately. “The 
incredible ignorance & rashness which prevail upon this subject in the House of 
Commons, lead to the use of language there & the promulgation of doctrines which 
tend to shake all authority.” Grey also recalled that the original intention had 
been to have the governor of Vancouver Island “immediately on his arrival call an 
Assembly, & by its aid pass a law creating a council of 2 or 3 members to which 
legislative authority shd. be entrusted. Though the Queen cannot by her own 
authority create such a council in a colony formed by settlement it is equally certain 
that she can do this by the authority of the inhabitants themselves.” He concluded 
by saying that a governor, by the discreet exercise of his executive power, could 
“prevent an Assembly from doing any real harm. The people themselves are also 
the only sufferers by any mistakes of the Legislature, & I think it far better to allow 
them to suffer from these mistakes however gross they may be, than to protect them 
from the consequences of their own folly by appealing to Parliament. If they will 
not vote the money necessary to carry on the public services let the service stop, 
even if it involves turning the criminals out of gaol, & disbanding the police. This 
was the game I played with the assembly of Jamaica & the Court of Policy in 
Guiana & in both cases with success.””!8 


17 George Grey to Douglas, confidential, 5 April 1855, CO 410/1, pp. 68-69. The list of 
potential voters is in CO 305/6, p. 251. 
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In February 1856, Labouchere forwarded instructions to Douglas along the 
lines suggested by Grey. He pointed out that the Assembly authorized in Blan- 
shard’s commission had to be established, but that if the resulting legislature was 
deemed too elaborate for the circumstances of the colony, Douglas should have 
the legislature pass a law reconstituting itself into a smaller, single body, as had 
been done in some of the smaller West Indian colonies, in which not less than one 
third of the members should be appointed by the Crown and the rest elected. 
Labouchere recognized, he said, the onerous responsibility these instructions would 
place on Douglas, “especially as they have to be carried into execution with so 
small an amount of assistance as the present circumstances of your Settlement 
afford. But I have every reason to rely on the continuance of such assistance and 
support as Her Majesty’s Government can render you, and on their making full 
allowance for the peculiarities of your position.” He accompanied this despatch 
with a confidential one of the same date, authorizing Douglas, should an emergency 
arise, to prorogue the Assembly “whenever you may deem expedient and to conduct 
the Executive business of the Colony as heretofore with the advice of your Council, 
leaving legislation for future opportunities.”!9 


In inaugurating the first representative institutions in British territory west of 
the Great Lakes, James Douglas was all too aware of the “peculiarities” of his 
situation. Having left Britain as a teenager before even the passage of the First 
Reform Bill, having spent all his adult life in the fur trade without an opportunity 
even to exercise the franchise, having only “very slender knowledge of legislation” 
and no “legal advice or intellectual assistance of any kind,” he embarked on his 
task with considerable diffidence. He divided the colony’s white settlements into 
seven electoral districts and issued writs for general elections. So few were the 
electors, he reported, that the returns amounted to “mere nominations” in all 
districts except Victoria, where five candidates vied for three seats.2° John Work, 
a member of the Council, found the elections “little better than a farce,” but 
Douglas did his best to make the opening of the Assembly in Bachelor’s Hall in 
Fort Victoria, 12 August 1856, a solemn occasion. “I attended in person and 
addressed the house as is usual on such occasions,” he informed the secretary of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company the following day. “The affair went off very tamely, 
and with a scanty attendance of the lower orders, who notwithstanding the outcry 
formerly made, may be now supposed to feel that their liberties are in safe 
keeping.’”’?! 

The First House of Assembly, 1856-59, produced very little in the way of 
legislation. In the first order of business, Dr. John Sebastian Helmcken was elected 
speaker, a position he continued to hold for the entire life of the colony. The Rules 
of Debate and Standing Orders of the House of Commons in England were quickly 
adopted. With only “an antediluvian and very learned volume, Horsford’s 
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Precedent’s,” to guide them in parliamentary procedure, the new legislators were 
forced to adopt a common-sense approach to their business and conduct their 
affairs ‘‘as at ordinary meetings.” Helmcken later admitted that this sometimes led 
to difficulties but at least had the virtue that “no one spent every day in discussing 
‘points of order’.” Eventually the novice legislators obtained “an American book 
from some State legislature,” which aided them “very considerably.” 


From the beginning there was friction between the governor and the Assembly 
over the control of public expenditures. The only funds at the Assembiy’s disposal 
were the revenues from the sale of liquor licenses, one of the few measures previ- 
ously approved by the Council, which the law officers to the crown agreed could 
stand on the basis of the governor’s general authority to keep the peace. Under 
the terms of its charter of grant, the Hudson’s Bay Company was obligated to pay 
the full costs of government; another clause permitted the crown to resume control 
of the island, by reimbursing the company for all its expenses. The Assembly, there- 
fore, refused to sanction the imposition of customs duties, or any other forms of 
supplementary taxation, and directed their efforts instead to pressure the governor 
to increase expenditures from company funds, which would eventually then have 
to be repaid by the imperial treasury. For his part, Douglas was understandably 
reluctant to allow expenditures to exceed the revenues obtained from the sale of 
land, preferring instead to have the Assembly raise its own revenue to pay for 
additional projects. 

This was the situation in 1858, when the Fraser River gold rush transformed 
Victoria and greatly increased demands for public works and government services. 
In May 1859 the British government decided to terminate the company’s grant 
and resume direct control of the island, thereby forcing the Assembly to consider 
appropriate ways and means of raising its own revenue. As the demands on 
Douglas’ time mushroomed, he named a number of officials, appointed to head 
government departments in British Columbia, to acting positions in comparable 
offices in Vancouver Island. The Assembly was particularly anxious to obtain 
control of the revenue from the sale of crown land, but Douglas and Colonial 
Office were unwilling to accede to its wishes unless it, in turn, passed legislation 
permanently securing the colony’s civil list, the salaries of the principal officers of 
the government. This, the Assembly was unwilling to do, claiming that the govern- 
ment was not responsible to it and that the costs were too high. In these efforts 
assemblymen were aided and abetted by a vocal “reform” party, headed by a 
newcomer from Nova Scotia via California, Amor De Cosmos of the British 
Colonist, who spearheaded a noisy campaign to make the executive branch of 
government responsible to the people’s elected representatives instead of to 
Downing Street. 


In 1860, Douglas began the practice of introducing annual spending estimates 
for the Assembly’s consideration. Later that year a dispute arose when the Council, 
which the Assembly viewed as a mere extension of the executive branch, amended 
the “Bill to Regulate the Sale of Fermented and Spirituous Liquors,” which the 
Assembly unanimously claimed virtually altered “the scale of taxation .. . fixed by 
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this House.” When the Council replied that it had ‘as good a right” to amend a 
bill from the lower house as the Assembly had to amend a bill from the upper, the 
Assembly responded with the following declaration: ‘That all supplies & aids 
from the Colony of Vancouver Island & its dependencies for the use of Her 
Majesty are the sole gift of the House of Assembly of the said Colony & it is the 
undoubted & sole right of the said House to direct, limit, and appoint in the Bills 
granting such aids & supplies, the ends, purposes, considerations, limitations, & 
qualifications of such grants which ought not to be changed or altered by the Hon. 
Council.”?3 A conference of delegates from both houses failed to resolve the 
dispute fully, and the Assembly let the bill lapse rather than accept the amendment. 
Reflecting upon the incident some thirty years later, Helmcken allowed that mem- 
bers of the Assembly were not sufficiently learned to maintain their position against 
the opposition of the more erudite Council. Subsequently, the records show that 
the Council and later even the Legislative Council continued to amend or consider 
amending ways and means bills sent up from the Assembly.*4 

The contest between the executive and the Assembly pointed up the basic 
weakness of the old West Indian system of government, the lack of effective liaison 
between the governor and the elected representatives. The issue was not merely 
one of responsible versus representative government; the larger problem was that, 
in the absence of a cabinet, there was no adequate mechanism through which the 
government, as represented by the governor and his Council, could introduce, 
justify, and defend government measures in the lower house. As a noted constitu- 
tional historian has observed, the system was “essentially unstable” and inevitably 
produced a state of conflict and stalemate.** To mitigate this problem, Douglas 
succeeded in having one of his department heads successfully contest a seat in the 
Assembly in 1859 and again in 1863. Acting Attorney General George Hunter 
Cary sat in the Second House of Assembly from 1860 to 1863, and Acting Colonial 
Secretary W. A. G. Young did so in the Third House for one year, from 1863 to 
1864. Both of these men played extremely valuable roles in introducing, explain- 
ing, and defending government measures, and Douglas depended heavily upon them 
as de facto ministers of finance. After Douglas’ retirement and Young’s simul- 
taneous resignation in 1864, the situation deteriorated so markedly that the normal 
functions of government were reduced almost to paralysis. 

During the first two Houses of Assembly, 1856-63, the role of the Council 
also underwent significant changes. Until 1858 it sat infrequently at the call of the 
governor, but as the volume of legislation from the Assembly increased following 
the gold rush, the Council began to discard its function as the governor’s select 
privy council and to assume more the posture of a formal legislative body. In July 
1859 it dropped its advisory function entirely when, in response to a request from 
Douglas, the Council “declined entertaining or passing any opinion on a subject 
23 Minutes of Assembly, 16 October 1860, II, 247; minutes of Council, 4 January 1861, 
I, 70; minutes of Assembly, 15 January 1861, II, 271. 

24 §mith, ed., Reminiscences of Helmcken, pp. 151-52. See also minutes of Council, 
10 October 1862, I, 94; minutes of Legislative Council, 2 June 1865, I, 313, and Colonist, 3 June 
1865. 


25 Arthur Berridale Keith, Responsible Government in the Dominions (London, Stevens 
and Jones, 1909), pp. 1-2. 
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which they conceived to belong to the Executive, and not come under their province 
as a legislative body.””© Douglas himself ceased to attend meetings of the Council 
in late 1860, and on 6 February 1861, at the end of the first session of the Second 
House, the Council was ‘“‘prorogued” for the first time along with the House. By 
March 1862, Roderick Finlayson, the senior member of the Council, is referred to 
in the minutes as the presiding member. 


The transformation of the Council into a purely legislative body caused 
Douglas to turn to members of his official family for advice. In August 1861 he 
began holding formal but unofficial meetings with his department heads, and the 
following May he sought authority from the Colonial Office to establish two 
separate and distinct bodies, an Executive Council to be composed of his principal 
executive officers, and a Legislative Council to be composed of the present member- 
ship of the Council, except those who also held seats in the Assembly.’ 


Almost a year elapsed before London responded to this request. Although 
officials in the Colonial Office recognized, as one of them noted, that the “machinery 
of Government” on Vancouver Island was already “ludicrously complex for such a 
miniature community,’ they proceeded to draft the necessary supplementary com- 
mission and instructions. But the Duke of Newcastle, secretary of state for the 
colonies, had other priorities. Following the gold rush to the Fraser River, the 
British government had created a separate colony of British Columbia on the main- 
land. It then appointed Douglas as governor of that colony also and armed him with 
temporary, emergency powers to legislate there by proclamation only, without 
reference to any other body. Douglas quickly and efficiently established British 
jurisdiction over the gold fields, and the Colonial Office began laying plans to 
unite the two colonies just as soon as the population on the mainland became more 
settled. What London failed to realize, however, was how strongly mainlanders 
resented being ruled by an absentee governor, armed with absolute powers, who 
pursued policies that seemed calculated to favour the island at the expense of the 
mainland—like declaring Victoria a free port while imposing customs duties in 
British Columbia. In establishing a permanent government for British Columbia, 
measures had to be taken to check this developing local rivalry before it became 
irreconcilable. It was in this context that Newcastle decided to replace Douglas 
with separate governors in each colony. 

In searching for the appropriate constitution for British Columbia, Newcastle 
was careful not to reproduce the old representative system employed in Vancouver 
Island, nor to select an alternative that would impose any impediments to the 
eventual union of the two jurisdictions. His solution was a single Legislative 
Council in which the elective principle could gradually be introduced so that in 
time the legislature would become compatible with that in Victoria. Only when 
he had fully decided on the constitution for British Columbia, and that an Executive 
Council on the island would be paralleled by a counterpart on the mainland, did 
he authorize the supplementary commission and instructions to Douglas (reprinted 
as Appendix D, Volume I, 397-400), dissolving the Council of Vancouver Island 


26 Minutes for 21 July 1859, I, 36. 
27 Douglas to the Duke of Newcastle, 31 May 1862, CO 305/19, pp. 182-84. 
28 Minute by Chichester Fortescue on ibid. 
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and replacing it with a separate Executive Council and a Legislative Council. On 
14 April 1863, Newcastle outlined his plans for both colonies and authorized 
Douglas to implement the constitutional changes.”? 

The dissolution of the Council ushered in the final phase in Vancouver 
Island’s constitutional development. Douglas’ establishment of the Executive 
Council on 20 October 1863 filled a void that had existed since the Council had 
eschewed its executive functions, and it legitimized the practice Douglas had begun 
in August 1861 of meeting separately with his department heads. The Executive 
Council inherited all of the powers and authority of the former Council except for 
the enactment of laws, a function now transferred to the Legislative Council. By 
the terms of his commission, the governor was required to seek the advice of the 
Executive Council on a wide variety of matters, ranging from the appointment of 
judges, the expenditure of public funds, the regulation of elections, and the par- 
doning of criminals. The governor was the presiding member of the Executive 
Council, and only he could summon it to meet. Its membership consisted of the 
colonial secretary, attorney general, treasurer, and surveyor general, in that order 
of precedence, and any two members constituted a quorum. In the event of the 
incapacity of the governor or his absence from the colony, the colonial secretary, 
as ranking member, became the officer administering the government. Meetings 
were always held in camera, and members were required to take oaths of secrecy 
with respect to their deliberations. The governor did not have to accept their 
advice, but if he did not he was obliged to record in the minutes his reasons for not 
doing so. Members could likewise request that their questions as well as the 
governor’s answers be duly recorded for transmission to England. 

The Legislative Council assumed the legislative functions of the former 
Council, continuing without interruption as the upper house in Vancouver Island. 
It sat only when the Assembly was in session, its existence now regulated by the 
same authority as that of the lower house, which from then on became increasingly 
referred to as the Legislative Assembly. The governor was not a member of the 
Legislative Council, and membership was restricted to a maximum of eight persons 
in the following order of precedence: the chief justice, members of the Executive 
Council, members of the Council at the time of its dissolution, and up to four addi- 
tional persons whom the governor might appoint provisionally from time to time. 
Members were free to contest a seat in the Assembly but if elected had to vacate 
their seats in the Legislative Council while sitting in the lower house. As ranking 
member, the chief justice became the presiding officer and held a second and casting 
vote in the event of a tie. After Kennedy’s arrival, the chief justice verified the 
minutes of each day’s proceedings with his signature. Kennedy also made it clear 
that he expected official members of the Legislative Council to vote in support of 
government measures. Although he permitted free votes on many measures, he 
frequently placed on the agenda of Executive Council meetings legislation sent up 
from the Assembly to determine beforehand how government officials should vote 
in the upper house. 





29 Newcastle to Douglas, separate, 14 April 1863, CO 410/1, p. 409. Newcastle memo- 
randum, 27 March 1863, CO 60/17, pp. 176-92. 
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The amendment of Vancouver Island’s constitution did not directly affect the 
inherent conflict between the executive branch of government and the Assembly, 
but a subsequent event certainly did. In a despatch dated 15 June 1863, Newcastle 
announced his intention of terminating the executive link between the two colonies 
by “placing them under different Governors so soon as the proper financial arrange- 
ments are made for the permanent support of the Government.” To this end he 
instructed Douglas to place before the Assembly two acts, one securing the civil 
list on a permanent basis and the other giving the governor the right to initiate all 
money bills. In exchange, the Colonial Office would transfer the crown revenues 
to the control of the Assembly.2° Shortly thereafter Newcastle appointed Arthur 
Edward Kennedy to replace Douglas in Vancouver Island and Frederick Seymour 
to replace him in British Columbia. 

The Assembly reacted angrily to these measures. Although it had repeatedly 
attacked Douglas’ Icadership and authority in the past, it suddenly realized how 
vulnerable the island’s economy and commercial policy would be to independent 
action by British Columbia. Under its own governor, that colony would be free 
to pursue its own economic destiny without reference to Victoria, and the island 
would lose the pre-eminent influence it had enjoyed because of Douglas’ simul- 
taneous jurisdiction over the mainland. To avoid such a fate, the Assembly mounted 
a full-scale offensive to cause Newcastle to reconsider his course of action. Un- 
fortunately, the person who bore the brunt of this displeasure was Kennedy, a career 
officer and first-rate administrator, whose very appointment came to symbolize the 
Colonial Office’s policy the Assembly was determined to resist. 

Even before Kennedy arrived, the Assembly rejected the civil list, thereby 
refusing to pay salaries to him and members of his official family. It further 
resolved that the absolute separation of the two colonies could only be “injurious 
to both and render their Union hereafter impracticable” and asked that their 
“intimate necessary and advantageous connexion” be retained.24_ Upon Kennedy’s 
arrival, the Assembly refused to provide him with a residence, with passage money 
and salary for his private secretary, or even adequate office accommodation. He 
informed members of his Executive Council that “the whole furniture of his office 
consisted of a Table, a Carpet and a few common Chairs. That there was no 
Library, Maps, or Books of reference of any kind. That there is no Messenger or 
Attendant of any kind provided for the Governors Office, nor provision made for 
any of these requisites in the Annual Estimates.’3* The Assembly soon came to a 
temporary agreement with the governor to indemnify him against personal loss if he 
used the crown revenues for these purposes, but not before a mass meeting of one 
thousand citizens had voted nonconfidence in the Assembly and branded the As- 
sembly’s actions as “‘incourteous, uncalled for, and quite unbecoming the repre- 
sentatives of a loyal people.” 

30 Newcastle to Douglas, separate, 15 June 1863, CO 398/2, pp. 139-48. 

31 Minutes for 9 February 1864, III, 69. For a discussion of Kennedy’s relations with the 
Assembly, see Robert L. Smith, “Governor Kennedy of Vancouver Island and the Politics of 
Union, 1864-1866” (unpublished M.A. thesis, University of Victoria, 1973). 


32 Minutes for 11 April 1864, I, 125. 
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For months the Assembly continued to debate a variety of schemes that would 
salvage some kind of executive union under one civil establishment and a federated 
legislature. Victoria’s dilemma was that total union with British Columbia could 
jeopardize its status as the capital and free port and its elected Assembly, while 
absolute separation would invite economic retaliation by British Columbia—which, 
eventually is what transpired. The situation was compounded by an economic 
recession that descended on both colonies in late 1864 and 1865. Finally the 
Assembly capitulated. On 25 January 1865 it passed a resolution praying for the 
immediate union of the two colonies “under such constitution as her Majesty’s 
Government may be pleased to grant.’3* It was a rash move, and little did islanders 
expect the consequences that would flow from this action. In the end, however, 
the Colonial Office decided to take them at their word and unify the colonies by 
abolishing outright the legislature of Vancouver Island and annexing the island to 
British Columbia. 


As the dispute between the Assembly and the Colonial Office wore on, it 
increasingly centred upon the right of the lower house to initiate and control public 
expenditures. There was never any question about the Assembly’s prerogative in 
initiating taxation (ways and means) measures. Rather, the point at issue was the 
Assembly’s insistence on its right to initiate bills of supply and Newcastle’s explicit 
instructions of 15 June 1863 that the initiation of all money votes should be secured 
to the government. In rejecting the civil list as proposed by the Colonial Office, 
and in urging, as much as possible, one civil establishment for both colonies, the 
Assembly argued that the colony could not afford the increased costs. In reality, 
what it was striving to achieve was responsible government, that is, making the 
executive branch of the government directly responsible to the elected represen- 
tatives. 


On 13 January 1864, De Cosmos gave notice of motion to introduce a resolu- 
tion “that it is the undoubted right of this House to originate and pass a money Bill 
with or without a request from the Executive.” The motion was postponed at his 
own request, and after simmering for several months the matter came to a head 
during the consideration of Kennedy’s estimates for 1866, when a similar resolution 
was affirmed and implemented.*> Throwing caution to the wind, the Assembly 
ran roughshod over the estimates, drastically slashing many items, amalgamating 
and even abolishing several government offices, and adding some $77,000 in new 
and increased estimates beyond what Kennedy had requested.7° Relations between 
the governor and Assembly eventually broke down entirely and no appropriation 
bill was passed for 1866, the Assembly being content (once it realized union was 
under way) to let the governor borrow the funds to meet necessary government 
expenditures inasmuch as the added indebtedness would then have to be assumed 
by the united colony. Not until April 1867 was the matter finally settled, when the 
Legislative Council of British Columbia was forced to pass an ordinance confirming 
the expenditure of $141,295.15 for the service of Vancouver Island in 1866.37 


+4 Minutes for 25 January 1865, III, 248. 

35 Minutes for 13 January 1864, III, 56, n. 48; minutes for 16 January 1866, III, 406. 

36 Kennedy to Speaker and Members of Legislative Assembly, 2 February 1866, minutes 
for 7 February 1866, III, 428-30. 
37 Minutes for 1 April 1867, V, 98-99. 
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The obstructionist tactics of the Assembly increasingly exasperated Colonial 
Office officials and undoubtedly contributed to their draconian decision to terminate 
the constitution of Vancouver Island and extend the jurisdiction of the mainland 
over it. In July 1865, even before the clash over the 1866 estimates, the assistant 
undersecretary wrote: “This petty body at Vancouver [Island] is exceptionally 
obstinate and unmanageable, and is among the worst specimens of a Colonial 
Assembly. The idea of Responsible Government at such a place would be pre- 
posterous.”38 Several months later, after wrestling for several weeks over how 
best to unify the colonies, the same official again lashed out at Vancouver Island’s 
“lunatic House of Assembly, and a bankrupt Government. There is clearly no 
other remedy than annihilation of the Constitution, or mixing the Colony up with 
British Columbia. . . . How Governor Kennedy manages to get on at all and 
keep his temper with such a Legislature is surprising.’%? 

The bill for the union of the colonies was first introduced on 11 June 1866 
and lay on the table of the House of Commons for some weeks before the Russell 
administration resigned and the Tories returned to power. The new government 
adopted substantially the same bill with one notable exception: a provision allowing 
the legislature of Vancouver Island not to concur with the union was dropped.?° 
The new bill passed through both houses of Parliament without debate; it received 
third reading in the Commons on 20 July, in the Lords on 30 July, and royal 
assent on 6 August. Its proclamation by Frederick Seymour on 19 November 
1866 formally terminated the existence of the colony of Vancouver Island. 


THE CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE COLONY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

The constitutional history of the colony of British Columbia, like that of Van- 
couver Island, can also be divided most conveniently into three distinct periods. The 
first, from 1858 to 1864, was one in which absolute power was vested temporarily 
in the governor, who ruled without benefit of any other established local authority. 
The second period, from 1864 to 1870, was marked by the establishment of a 
separate Executive Council and a single Legislative Council in which some members 
were popularly selected before being nominated by the governor. The final phase 
began with the achievement of representative government in 1870 and culminated 
with British Columbia’s entry into the Canadian confederation in 1871. 

The decision to establish the colony of British Columbia resulted directly 
from the rush of several thousand gold seekers to the Fraser River in the spring 
and summer of 1858. Efforts to establish a settled colony of British subjects on 
Vancouver Island had not succeeded in attracting large numbers of people there, 
but they had contributed to preserving the territory north of the 49th parallel to 
British commerce and influence. The Fraser River gold rush suddenly inundated 
the mainland with a polyglot collection of men, many of whom had participated in 
the California gold rush of 1849. From the British point of view, the rush presented 
both a threat and an opportunity. From nearby Vancouver Island, James Douglas 

oe Minute by T. F. Elliot on Kennedy to Edward Cardwell, 4 May 1865, CO 305/25, 
3 39 Minute by Elliot on Kennedy to Cardwell, 1 March 1866, CO 305/28, pp. 182-85. 

40 The British Columbia Act, 1866, is reprinted in Appendix E, pp. 401-02; for a draft of 
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quickly issued proclamations declaring that all gold belonged to the crown and 
could be mined only under licenses issued at Victoria. Although he had no legal 
jurisdiction on the mainland, the Colonial Office gratefully approved his efforts as 
it began to consider how best to respond to this new situation. 


In 1852, following reports of gold discoveries on the Queen Charlotte Islands, 
the Colonial Office had issued Douglas a commission as lieutenant governor of that 
territory, which authorized him to protect British rights there by issuing licenses 
to mine for gold, but it did not permit him to grant titles to land, enact legislation, 
or establish a government.4! Had a major rush ensued, the home government 
undoubtedly would have had to consider the best means of establishing permanent 
jurisdiction there, whether by annexing the Queen Charlotte Islands to Vancouver 
Island, or organizing it as a separate territory to be administered from Victoria, or 
establishing it as a separate colony. When the Fraser River rush broke in the 
spring of 1858, the initial reaction of the Colonial Office was to issue Douglas yet 
another commission as lieutenant governor of the mainland, but as reports of the 
developing gold fever reached London in June—it took about two months for mails 
to pass between Victoria and London—Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, the secretary 
of state for the colonies, decided instead to establish a separate colony on the 
mainland. (Meanwhile in Victoria, James Yates gave notice of a motion that would 
have petitioned the home government to annex the mainland to Vancouver Island. ) 
On 1 July Lytton introduced a bill to provide for the temporary government of 
British Columbia, which was the name Queen Victoria chose for the new colony; 
on 16 July he wrote privately to Douglas offering him the governorship of British 
Columbia, in addition to that of Vancouver Island, on the condition that he sever 
all connections with the Hudson’s Bay Company.*” 


The reasons why Lytton decided to establish a separate colony on the mainland 
rather than to extend the jurisdiction of Vancouver Island over the goldfields were 
never clearly articulated. Moreover, once the new colony was created, the Colonial 
Office almost immediately began laying plans to unify the two colonies under a 
single constitution. The explanation of this anomaly seems to lie in constitutional 
considerations. Lytton was an inveterate foe of the Hudson’s Bay Company and 
was determined not to give any added advantage to the fur trade monopoly. Al- 
though there would have been practical difficulties in incorporating the mainland 
with Vancouver Island, where the Hudson’s Bay Company held proprietary rights 
at least until 1859, the most important factor seems to have been Downing Street’s 
reluctance to extend Vancouver Island’s constitution to the mainland. Apart from 
the inherent problems of Victoria’s bicameral legislation, of which the Colonial 
Office was fully aware, it was simply not prepared to extend the island’s elected 
Assembly to the mainland with its large, transient population, so much of which 
had recently arrived from the United States. So the Colonial Office evidently 
thought it necessary for constitutional reasons to establish a separate colony, and 
that the appointment of one man as governor of both colonies would facilitate, or 
at least not hinder, their eventual amalgamation. 

41 Sir John Pakington to Douglas, 27 September 1852, CO 410/1, pp. 22-23. The com- 
mission may be found in CO 381/77, pp. 144-46. 
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Notwithstanding the large numbers of indigenous Indians in British Columbia, 
the Colonial Office clearly regarded it as a settled rather than a ceded or occupied 
crown colony, and thereby entitled to representative institutions and self-govern- 
ment. Although the home government was anxious to establish popular institutions 
as soon as practical, Lytton decided to withhold them temporarily until “by the 
growth of a fixed population the materials for those Institutions shall be shown 
to exist.”48 The act to provide for the government of British Columbia received 
royal assent on 2 August 1858. One clause defined the boundaries of the colony, 
which extended only as far north as the Finlay and Nass Rivers; another clause 
underscored the temporary nature of the act by limiting its life until the end of 
December 1862 or “thenceforth to the end of the then next session of Parliament.”44 
Still another clause enabled the crown to establish a government in the colony, 
consisting of either a unicameral or bicameral legislature. Subsequently, on the 
basis of this authority, an Order in Council, dated 2 September 1858, confirmed 
on the governor absolute power to legislate and provide for the administration of 
justice by issuing proclamations having the force of law and subject only to the 
approval of Parliament. “These powers are indeed of very serious and unusual 
extent,’’ Lytton warned Douglas in a despatch accompanying the Order in Council. 
“You are aware that they have only been granted in so unusual a form on account 
of the very unusual circumstances which have called into being the Colony com- 
mitted to your charge, and which may for some time continue to characterize it. 
To use them except for the most necessary purposes, would be in truth to abuse 
them greatly.” Two weeks later Lytton impressed upon Douglas the necessity “to 
write me fully by each Mail as Her Majesty’s Government wish to know every- 
thing that passes of importance in British Columbia.”4> Given the existing state 
of communications, the home government had little choice but to grant Douglas 
large amounts of discretionary power. Despite Lytton’s pleas, he could not pos- 
sibly have responded adequately to the rapidly changing events in British Columbia, 
and the Colonial Office was fortunate indeed to have a man of Douglas’ background 
and temperament to safeguard British interests in the area. For the next five years 
Douglas sought diligently to exercise his unusual powers, faithfully transmitting 
despatches to London in an effort to explain and defend his actions and keep his 
superiors abreast of developments in the colony. 

With the arrival of Matthew Baillie Begbie and Richard Clement Moody in 
late 1858, Douglas decided to implement a suggestion made earlier by Lytton of 
forming an informal council of advice to assist him in his duties. In February 1859 
he informed Lytton he had asked the two men to serve as members and that, 
although he had not yet formally appointed them, “we have already met upon 
several occasions to confer upon the policy to be pursued, and upon various 
measures to be adopted in connection with the future Government of the Colony.” 
The Colonial Office approved these appointments “as a mere voluntary Committee 
of advice” and offered to formalize them “whenever you consider that the time has 
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arrived for the formation of a regular Executive Council.’46 What happened next 
is unclear from the available records. On 1 March, before he received the Colonial 
Office’s reply, Douglas provisionally appointed Moody and Begbie to the “Council” 
of British Columbia and swore them in,*? but it is unlikely that this body ever 
reconvened. Douglas himself never seems to have referred to it again. He evidently 
decided to let the matter drop, perhaps because of a deteriorating relationship with 
Moody. He did later request the establishment of an Executive Council for Van- 
couver Island, but he appears never again to have sensed the need for a similar 
body in British Columbia. The establishment of an Executive Council in New 
Westminster, therefore, had to await the arrival of Frederick Seymour, who suc- 
ceeded Douglas as gw vernor in April 1864. 


In September 1861, Douglas relayed reports to London of gold strikes along 
the Stikine River, well to the north of the existing boundaries of the colony. When 
these reports were confirmed early in 1862, the British cabinet responded with an 
Order in Council organizing British territory north to the 62nd parallel and east 
to the 125th meridian as the “Stekin Territory,” and authorizing its administration 
by the governor of British Columbia for the time being. When a short-lived rush 
failed to discover gold in paying quantity, Parliament in 1863 quietly passed 
an act extending the boundaries of British Columbia to their present limits of the 
60th parallel and the 120th meridian, thereby incorporating most of the former 
Stikine Territory into British Columbia. The same act also extended the life of the 
government of British Columbia until 31 December 186348 to give the secretary of 
state more time to consider the precise form of government to establish on the 
mainland. 


There was opposition to Douglas’ rule in British Columbia almost from its 
inception, especially by a group of reform-minded residents of New Westminster, 
many of whom had recently emigrated from Canada West (Ontario) or the Mari- 
times and were accustomed to more liberal institutions. Their dissenting voices 
were increasingly raised against Douglas’ autocratic powers, his nonresidence in 
British Columbia, and his economic policies that tended to benefit Victoria at the 
expense of the lower mainland. Led by John Robson, they mounted a vigourous 
campaign calculated to win representative institutions, replace Douglas with a 
governor unconnected to Vancouver Island, and institute policies that would benefit 
New Westminster instead of Victoria. After directing a series of petitions to the 
imperial authorities, the last of which called for responsible government, they sent 
Malcolm Cameron, a visiting Canadian politician, to London in September 1862 
to lay their grievances before the home government. Neither Douglas nor the 
Colonial Office showed any great alacrity to respond to these demands. In the 
summer of 1860, Douglas incorporated the city of New Westminster with an elected 
municipal council, a move that Downing Street thought creative and calculated to 
provide an “excellent preparation for a future general Assembly.”4? Ajter the last 
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petition in July 1862, a copy of which was also circulated to opposition members 
of Parliament, Douglas conceded that the colony had developed to the point that 
some form of popular institutions was becoming a political necessity. The colony’s 
needs might best be served, he suggested, by a “simple form of Government,” and 
although no great friend of representative institutions, he recommended the estab- 
lishment of a unicameral legislature of fifteen members, five of whom would be 
appointed by the governor and the remainder elected by the people.>° 


The Colonial Office was not surprised by the growing clamour for political 
reform on the mainland, but it had not anticipated the extent to which Douglas’ 
policies and leadership would drive the two colonies apart. It was also becoming 
increasingly concerned about the soaring public debt that attended his single-minded 
efforts to push roads through to the goldfields. The Duke of Newcastle, who became 
secretary of state in 1859, had hoped to unite the colonies before it became neces- 
sary to erect a permanent government in British Columbia, but so great was the 
local rivalry that he reluctantly concluded in early 1863 that it would be “almost 
as hopeless to attempt to amalgamate the two as it would be to rejoin the Con- 
federate with the Federal States.’’>! Instead, he decided to terminate the executive 
union by relieving Douglas of both governments and to constitute in British Colum- 
bia a unicameral legislature in such a way as to permit some element of representa- 
tion and at the same time impose no obstacles to the future union of the two 
colonies. In searching for models for such a constitution, officials in the Colonial 
Office suggested, among others, either that of Newfoundland or the crown colony 
of Ceylon.** After deliberate consideration, Newcastle opted for a unicameral 
Legislative Council of fifteen members, of which five would be elected initially and 
more as the population developed. Undersecretary Frederic Rogers, the Colonial 
Office’s legal expert, advised that the purely elective feature be set aside in favour 
of the practice in Ceylon and most other crown colonies of having all members, 
even the unofficial or elected representatives, nominated by the Crown. It was an 
important technical distinction and one that was not always grasped by people at 
the time—or since. By employing the device of a crown council, Rogers argued, 
the crown could retain complete legal control over the legislature, and yet permit 
an element of representation by having the governor appoint a number of repre- 
sentatives who enjoyed the confidence of the electorate. This arrangement would 
not only offer an effective safeguard against undue American influence but also 
provide greater flexibility to respond to the rapidly changing needs of the various 
mining communities. Newcastle was not nearly as concerned as Rogers about the 
dangers of direct elections, but he nevertheless agreed to his recommendation. 
Newcastle’s authorization of the necessary instruments set the stage for the second 
phase of the colony’s constitutional development; it also had the effect of delaying 
the introduction of representative government in British Columbia until almost the 
end of the colonial period.*? 
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The Order in Council authorizing the establishment of a Legislative Council 
of fifteen members (reprinted in Minutes, IV, 182-84) was passed on 11 June and 
forwarded to Douglas with instructions for its implementation on 15 June 1863. 
After asking Douglas to issue a proclamation permanently securing a civil list, he 
outlined in general terms the necessity of selecting not less than one third of. the 
members to represent the interests and needs of the local communities. “By what 
exact process this quasi-representation shall be accomplished, whether by ascer- 
taining informally the sense of the residents in each locality, or by bringing the 
question before different Public Meetings, or (as is done in Ceylon) by accepting 
the nominee of any Corporate Body or Society, I leave you to determine. I also 
leave it [to] you tc determine the period for which (subject to Her Majesty’s 
pleasure, which involves a practical power of dissolution) the Councillors should 
be appointed. What I desire is this; that a system of virtual though imperfect 
representation shall be at once introduced which shall enable Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to ascertain with some certainty, the character, wants, and disposition of the 
community with a view to the more formal and complete Establishment of a Repre- 
sentative System as circumstances shall admit of it.’’>4 

In sharp contrast to the storm that erupted over the civil list in the Vancouver 
Island Assembly, Douglas had only to issue a proclamation in British Columbia to 
accomplish the same end. In July 1863 the Colonial Office issued supplemental 
instructions to him, appointing the five principal executive officers to the Legislative 
Council, and in September he divided the colony into five districts and instructed 
gold commissioners to invite the residents in each “to select a person of good char- 
acter and approved loyalty” to represent them in the legislature. He then appointed 
these men, plus five magistrates, members of the Legislative Council, during Her 
Majesty’s pleasure, “until the 31st day of December, A.D. 1864, and no longer.”>> 
The first Legislative Council convened on 21 January 1864 and had almost con- 
cluded its deliberations when Seymour arrived on 20 April. Three days later, in 
accordance with his commission and instructions, Seymour swore in the Executive 
Council, and British Columbia’s new constitution was complete. 

The role of the Executive Council was essentially the same as that of its 
counterpart on Vancouver Island. It tendered advice to the governor on a wide 
range of administrative, legislative, and judicial matters and became a convenient 
venue for the governor to discuss problems, formulate policy, and review adminis- 
trative practices. Its membership consisted of the principal heads of government 
departments, namely the colonial secretary, attorney general, treasurer, chief com- 
missioner of lands and works, and the collector of customs, in that order of pre- 
cedence. Its advice on administrative matters ranged from the appointment and 
conduct of public officials to the acceptance of government contracts and approval 
of timber and mineral leases. Because the initiation of money bills in British Co- 
lumbia was secured to the government, it played a significant role in reviewing 
legislation, especially the annual estimates, before their introduction in the Legis- 
lative Council. Following the union of the colonies, Seymour decided to eliminate 
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the office of treasurer, so supplementary instructions were issued to him substitut- 
ing in its place the office of police magistrate of New Westminster and permitting 
the appointment of up to two unofficial popularly selected members of the Legis- 
lative Council. Seymour himself never appointed any unofficial members, but 
Anthony Musgrave availed himself of the opportunity and appointed John S. 
Helmcken and Robert W. W. Carrall to become members of the Executive Council. 
It was this enlarged body that drafted the terms of confederation that Musgrave 
then placed before the Legislative Council for final approval. 


The precise nature of the Legislative Council eluded for a time both Seymour 
and his attorney general, Henry P. P. Crease. Arriving near the end of the legis- 
lature’s first session, Seymour naturally felt some diffidence about assenting to 
legislation about which he had but limited knowledge and experience, especially 
when it entailed the spending of substantial sums of money. That October he 
“dissolved” the Legislative Council and appointed a second one, which sat from 
12 December 1864 to 11 April 1865. When the Colonial Office learned what had 
happened, Secretary of State Edward Cardwell wrote back to explain that he could 
not legally do this; that each member appointed by Douglas held his seat at the 
pleasure of the crown; that their appointments ran until the end of 1864; and that 
the Legislative Council was “not technically a representative body, but a mere 
Crown Council to which the expedient of dissolution is not naturally applicable.” 
All enactments of the new Legislative Council, therefore, were also illegal. To 
remedy this situation, Cardwell advised Seymour to reappoint the various members 
and then enact an ordinance confirming all sections taken by the legislature before 
the reappointments.°° By the time Seymour received this information, he had 
already prorogued the legislature, and many of its members had dispersed through- 
out the colony. Pleading ignorance of the workings of a crown colony’s constitu- 
tion, he replied rather lamely that he was only trying to prepare the colony for 
representative institutions. He also submitted a lengthy defense of British Co- 
lumbia’s position as outlined by Crease, which served only to exasperate Colonial 
Office officials, who showed little sympathy for the “obstinacy” of an attorney 
general and governor who “will not own themselves wrong, and go on arguing the 
case; confusing . . . arguments of expediency with arguments of law.” In the 
end, Cardwell again advised Seymour he would have to reappoint the legislature 
at “some convenient opportunity” and have it pass a law validating the actions of 
the previous session.*’? At that point, Seymour returned to England on leave, so it 
fell to Colonial Secretary Arthur N. Birch to issue a proclamation convening the 
third session of the Legislative Council on 18 January 1866, at which time the 
members assembled and were sworn in. On the same day the Executive Council, 
in reviewing the entire matter, questioned the legality of Birch’s proclamation, 
which had not nominated the members by name. To remove all doubt, another 
public notice was issued that formally named the various members of the Legislative 
Council, whose members were then sworn in a second time on 22 January. This 
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comedy of errors was finally brought to a close the following day, when the Standing 
Orders were suspended so that a bill confirming the actions of the previous session 
could be given three readings in succession and forwarded to Birch, as the officer 
administering the government, for his assent.*8 


The union of the colonies in 1866 altered the size of the Legislative Council 
but otherwise had no effect on the constitution of British Columbia. The fourth 
clause of the British Columbia Act, 1866, stated, “On the Union taking effect, 
the Form of Government existing in Vancouver Island as a separate Colony shall 
cease, and the Power and Authority of the Executive Government and of the 
legislature existing in British Columbia shall extend to and over Vancouver 
Island.” The same clause also increased the maximum number of councillors from 
fifteen to twenty-three.°? Even though Seymour, like Kennedy, had been instructed 
‘to use all means in his power” to effect a union of the two colonies, he quickly 
discovered that it was good politics not to oppose the heady, anti-Victoria senti- 
ments of the mainland. Two weeks after his arrival, the Legislative Council unani- 
mously rejected any form of union with Vancouver Island, and he forwarded the 
resolution to London with his “strong opinion” that it would be “simply impossible” 
to govern the vast territory of British Columbia from Victoria.°! Only after the 
terms of union had been settled in London to British Columbia’s advantage did he 
publicly alter his position and support the amalgamation. His anti-island bias was 
perhaps evident in his selection of only two of nine magistrates and four of nine 
popularly selected representatives from Vancouver Island to the first session of the 
enlarged legislature of the united colony. Nevertheless, such disparity of numbers 
did not prevent the islanders from obtaining sufficient support of members from the 
interior to pass a resolution in March 1867, by a vote of thirteen to eight, urging 
the removal of the capital from New Westminster to Victoria. This vote made it 
even more difficult for him to retain the capital at New Westminster. The Colonial 
Office was fully prepared to let him make the decision but urged him to do it 
quickly. After placing a similar resolution before the legislature the following 
year, which passed by a vote of fourteen to five, he finally accepted the consequences 
of his own indecision and officially proclaimed Victoria the capital as of 25 May 
1868.% 


The sixth session of the Legislative Council, 17 December 1868 to 15 March 
1869, was the first to sit in Victoria, convening in the legislative hall formerly 
occupied by the Vancouver Island Assembly. Seymour used the occasion to enlarge 
the representative element by appointing to the magisterial seats three members 
not in any way connected with the government, in this manner giving the popularly 
selected representatives a simple majority over the official members for the first 
time. In his opening remarks to the legislature, he suggested a modification of 
even greater consequence when he stated, “One change appears to me perfectly 
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simple and unobjectionable, and that is, under our present restricted Constitution, 
to allow the people to elect their representatives, without having to obtain the 
concurrence of the Governor in their choice.”® This proposal elicited considerable 
interest, especially on the part of the popularly selected members, who were eager 
to gain representative government, but in the end their efforts came to naught when 
the Colonial Office pointed out that the Legislative Council, being a crown council, 
did not have the legal authority to change its own constitution; that only colonies 
with representative institutions in which at least one half of the members were 
elected directly by the voters were competent to do this. It is possible that 
Seymour might have proceeded on the basis of this information to request an act 
of Parliament to amend British Columbia’s constitution and grant representative 
government, but before he was able to consider the matter further, he died suddenly 
in June 1869 while returning from a visit to the northern coast. 


The sixth session also witnessed the unlikely spectacle of the governor refusing 
to accept a colonial secretary appointed from London, Philip J. Hankin, so that 
his own acting appointee, W. A. G. Young, could continue to preside over the 
legislature. This curious episode began when Seymour appointed Young to 
replace Birch who returned to England in 1867. Seymour thought Young the 
only man capable enough and experienced enough to manage the affairs of the 
legislature, but he did not wish to confirm him in this position because he thought 
him too prominently identified with the interests of Victoria. The secretary of state 
therefore confirmed Philip J. Hankin to the office and sent him out to Victoria. 
When Seymour heard this, he appealed to London to withdraw the appointment, 
declaring Young’s services absolutely indispensable. When Hankin arrived, just 
after the session had nicely begun, Seymour refused to accept his credentials, even 
after being informed by the Colonial Office that Hankin could not be recalled. Only 
after the session had ended, more than two months later, did Seymour finally permit 
Hankin to replace Young.® 


Anthony Musgrave, Seymour’s successor, was especially selected with a view 
to securing British Columbia’s entrance into the Canadian federation. As early as 
1867, when the British North America Act was still before the Imperial Parliament, 
the Legislative Council passed a resolution requesting Seymour to take steps to 
ensure British Columbia’s entry into confederation on fair and equitable terms. 
This position was reaffirmed in 1868, but by 1869 the official members, who feared 
for their jobs, succeeded in reversing this position. Seymour himself was largely 
indifferent to the matter, feeling that it was not of practical concern as long as the 
intervening territory was held by the Hudson’s Bay Company. This situation 
changed abruptly in 1869, when the Hudson’s Bay Company agreed to surrender 
its lands to the Canadian government, and Gladstone’s Liberal party won control 
of the home government and embarked on a plan to encourage the consolidation of 
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all British territory in North America. In August 1869, Lord Granville, the new 
secretary of state for the colonies, outlined his government’s views, which he 
instructed Musgrave both to publish and support.® 


The confederation issue contributed directly to the establishment of repre- 
sentative government in British Columbia. Making it clear that the home govern- 
ment would not force anything on the colony against its wishes, Musgrave embarked 
upon a course of action designed to achieve his goal. To win the support of his 
government officials, he pledged to safeguard their interests by securing adequate 
pensions and blocking the introduction of responsible government at least until 
after confederation was effected. He also appointed two of the most respected 
popularly selected members of the legislature to seats in the Executive Council, 
Helmcken, who opposed the idea, and Robert W. W. Carrall, who ardently sup- 
ported it. He then had the Executive Council draft a set of terms that they thought 
would be required to make confederation acceptable. In placing the terms before 
the Legislative Council, he explained that the only way to ascertain “whether 
Canada will agree to such arrangements as will suit us, is to propose such as we 
would be ready to accept.” He further promised that he would present any terms 
agreed to by the Canadian government for final ratification by a reconstituted 
legislature in which the majority of its members would be elected directly by the 
people. A week later he requested the home government formally to amend the 
colony’s constitution to permit a legislature of fifteen members, of whom six would 
be appointed and nine “formally & legally elected” by the people.’ 


After lengthly debate, the Legislative Council accepted the confederation terms 
and a three-man delegation was sent to Ottawa to present British Columbia’s terms 
to the Canadian government. Meanwhile the Imperial Parliament passed the 
British Columbia Government Act, 1870, and an accompanying Order in Council 
(see Volume V, 360-363), which replaced the existing Legislative Council with 
one based on elective principles, thereby inaugurating representative government 
in British Columbia. 


The final stage of British Columbia’s constitutional development began when 
Musgrave established electoral districts throughout the colony and issued writs for 
the first general election, which took place in November 1870. The new Legis- 
lative Council that assembled on 5 January 1871, though similar in form to previous 
legislatures, was fundamentally different in substance. Although six members were 
appointed by the governor at the pleasure of the crown, the remaining nine mem- 
bers were elected for terms of four years, subject only to the dissolution or proroga- 
tion of the legislature by the governor. Because it was now legally a representative 
body, its first order of business was to elect its own speaker, who presided over its 
sessions and could vote only in case of a tie. The right to initiate all money bills 
remained with the governor, but for the first time the legislature was legally 
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competent to amend its own constitution. By ratifying the terms of confederation, 
the eighth session of the Legislative Council effectively terminated its own life, and in 
so doing it profoundly affected the destiny of the colony and each of its inhabitants. 


Confederation was the most important issue considered by the new, repre- 
sentative Legislative Council. In his opening speech, Musgrave referred to the 
widespread and growing desire for responsible government and pointed out that 
while confederation itself would not make the executive branch of the government 
responsible to the legislature, the Canadian government had expressly agreed, 
upon confederation, to introduce responsible government whenever so requested 
by the people of British Columbia. He also promised that once the confederation 
terms were accepted by the Legislative Council, he would introduce a bill to expand 
the number of elected representatives and exclude all official members, thus enabling 
the introduction of responsible government in the first Legislative Assembly of the 
province of British Columbia. On 12 January the legislature passed a resolution 
calling on the governor to introduce such a bill; on 20 January it ratified, by 
unanimous vote, an address to the Queen embodying the confederation terms 
without modification; and on 31 January, Musgrave sent down a bill to make 
the next legislature composed entirely of elected representatives so that responsible 
government could begin during the first sitting of the legislature subsequent to the 
union of the colony with Canada. Formally entitled The Constitution Act, 1871, 
the bill was given third reading on 7 February and received Musgrave’s consent six 
days later. The confederation terms were then formally approved by the Canadian 
House of Commons on 1 April, and on 16 May the British government issued an 
Order in Council admitting British Columbia into the Canadian federation as of 
20 July 1871. On that day, under the terms of section 146 of the British North 
America Act, British Columbia shed its colonial status and took its place among 
the provinces of the Dominion of Canada. 


EDITORIAL POLICY 


The decision to publish the journals of the colonial legislatures in the format 
that follows was not taken easily or suddenly but was part of a complex process that 
developed over a period of time. As previously stated, the decision stemmed from 
an incidental query by the writer during research in the Provincial Archives of 
British Columbia for the second volume of the minutes of the Council of Vancouver 
Island, which the archivists were unable to locate. Some time later the writer 
obtained a copy of the missing volume from the Public Record Office in London, 
only to discover that a portion of the minutes was missing even from the Public 
Record Office’s files. In subsequent conversations with the provincial archivist, the 
writer and he agreed that the official minutes of the colonial period really should be 
available in printed form, that the Provincial Archives would be the most appro- 
priate agency to undertake such a publication, and that the writer would prepare 
a transcript and perform other necessary editorial functions. 

The initial intention was to publish only the journals of the legislature of the 
colony of Vancouver Island, but as the project began to take shape, the journals 
of the Executive Council of Vancouver Island were also included and eventually 
the comparable records from the colony of British Columbia. A careful examina- 
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tion of the two slim volumes of Vancouver Island minutes published as Memoirs 
in 1918 indicated that it would be more appropriate to republish this material than 
simply to continue in the format of that series. For one reason, it seemed more 
appropriate to group minutes of the Council or individual sessions of the Assembly 
as complete units rather than interrupting them wherever the original minute book 
began or ended. The next major decision was to include in the journals the minutes 
of the Executive Council, in part because of the important nature of the minutes 
themselves, and in part because the Executive Council represented the continuation 


of one of the functions of the Council before its reconstitution as a purely legislative 
body. 


Because of the intrinsic nature of the journals themselves, the basic editorial 
policy arrived at was to edit the material as lightly as possible and present it in a 
format that would render the content as intelligible as possible. Except for the 
journals of the Legislative Council of British Columbia, which were printed offi- 
cially at the time, the minute books as originally written stand as the official records 
of the colonial period. From the material officially printed, it is difficult to discern 
any body of editorial practices deliberately formulated and consistently applied. 
Rather than attempting either to impose editorial practices presently utilized in the 
reporting of legislative proceedings or to fabricate a style that might have been 
appropriate to the nineteenth century, the journals that follow attempt to reproduce 
a very close approximation of the original records, even to the extent of duplicating 
irregularities of spelling, nomenclature, grammar, and capitalization. Users of these 
journals who find such irregularities irksome and inhibiting and who feel greater 
editorial discretion is required to assist the reader are, of course, free to exercise 
their own editorial judgments in ways that are appropriate to their purposes; but 
except in rare instances where specialists may think it necessary to re-examine the 
original manuscript, it is hoped that the text here presented will serve as an accurate 
and reliable guide to the minutes as originally written and formally approved. 


In the course of transcribing the minutes from the original manuscripts, a 
number of arbitrary judgments were necessarily made in keeping with the overall 
objective of altering the text as little as possible. In the first place it was decided 
to begin all sentences with a capital letter and close them with a period, and to apply 
the same rule to sentence fragments whenever the sense of the meaning seemed to 
justify it. Original spelling, capitalization, and punctuation were retained through- 
out, except in rare instances when it was apparent that the clerk had made an 
obvious error—that is, an error that he himself did not intend and would have 
likely noted and corrected upon re-reading the sentence. Throughout the journals 
the use of “‘sic’’ is avoided. Obvious errors have been silently corrected; when 
errors are not obvious, they have been corrected by use of brackets. Names that 
were misspelled have been corrected only when first used, again with brackets. In 
cases when it is difficult to determine whether capital or lower case letters were 
intended, modern usage has been adopted. Particular problems were encountered 
with interpreting punctuation, especially the use of dashes and semicolons or the 
employment of commas for periods. When the original’s meaning and intent were 
unclear, modern practice was preferred. Clerks generally were not at all consistent 
in placing punctuation inside or outside of quotation marks, and their practices 
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were duplicated with doubtful cases being resolved in conformity with the most 
generally accepted modern usage of placing commas and periods within quotation 
marks and colons and semicolons without. Missing quotation marks were silently 
corrected when meaning was clear and corrected in brackets when it was not. 
Abbreviations also proved troublesome on occasion. As a rule, superior letters 
were reduced to inferior status, and the abbreviated word was followed by a period. 
But in some cases when meaning might thus be unclear, the first time such a word 
was used in a session it has been written in full and the missing letters supplied in 
italics. 


Some of the most difficult problems arose with respect to paragraphing and 
format and the need to provide a visual consistency that was frequently lacking or 
only hinted at in the original manuscripts. After some experimentation, the model 
finally selected for this purpose was the printed minutes of the Legislative Council 
of British Columbia, which featured an inverse form of indentation that readily 
lent itself to grouping paragraphs and subparagraphs around a common theme. 
Moreover, this was the format adopted by officials of that era for a similar purpose. 
In keeping with this format, the date of each day’s minutes has been standardized 
and set in bold face type, and the listing of members present has also been presented 
in a consistent form. For the same reason, letters, resolutions, petitions, protests, 
messages, addresses, and other external materials introduced into the minutes have 
been indented and set in packed or smaller type, in accordance with the practice of 
the printed journals of British Columbia. 


It was only after the journals of Vancouver Island had been substantially com- 
pleted that the decision was made to augment them by publishing also the journals 
of the Executive Council of British Columbia and reprinting the journals of its 
Legislative Council. Apart from the silent correction of typographical mistakes, 
these latter journals have been reprinted as they were originally edited. During the 
course of the colonial period, the printed journals of the Legislative Council of 
British Columbia began to include the annual estimates and other material properly 
designated as sessional papers. The annual estimates for British Columbia have 
been reprinted and the ones from Vancouver Island partially reconstructed from 
available records, but no effort has been made to reproduce here the complete 
sessional papers for both colonies, which is a task that still needs to be done. Simi- 
larly, a schedule of bills in progress was compiled from the minutes of the Assem- 
bly, Council, and Legislative Council of Vancouver Island to parallel that reprinted 
from the journals of the Legislative Council of British Columbia. 


These journals are the last major project to be typeset by the hot metal process 
by the Queen’s Printer of British Columbia before switching over to photocom- 
position. For the past several years the press has had to function under most trying 
conditions that have necessarily complicated the processes of production of a 
project of this magnitude and duration. Because of legislative priorities and other 
demands, there has rarely been sufficient metal to set type for more than a portion 
of each volume, so each volume has been proofread and printed in stages so the 
metal could be remelted and the next portion set in type. This state of affairs meant, 
for example, that the indexes had to be prepared, for the most part, after the 
volumes had already been printed. Beyond these technical limitations, the style 
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adopted for this project represented such a marked change from that customarily 
employed by the press, that the Provincial Archives and the editor shared to an 
unusual degree many of the technical aspects of production—from the complex 
copy-editing process to the selection of acid free paper and binding. 

The task of editing these journals proved more complicated than initially 
expected, but their publication has at last brought together under one format the 
entire proceedings of the governments of both colonies and made them available 
for reference purposes. It has also served to bring these journals under detailed 
scrutiny, perhaps for the first time, with a view to ascertaining the precise nature 
of the institutions that were established, of their relationship to each other, and of 
the manner in which they changed and developed through time. For this reason 
if no other, we trust that the users of these volumes will find them of value in 
reconstructing the nature and sequence of the evolution of parliamentary institutions 
in this part of the world. 
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JOURNALS 


OF THE 


COUNCIL 


OF THE COLONY OF 


VANCOUVER ISLAND 


30 AUGUST 1851 to 27 FEBRUARY 1863 





MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF VANCOUVER ISLAND 


1851-1863 
COUNCILLORS First Sitting Last Sitting 

Richard Blanshard (Governor). 30 Aug. 1851 30 Aug. 1851 
DADS LOU 0 ae eee ee eee ee 30 Aug. 1851 6 Feb. 1861 

(SemIOr VIC MIDED eras eee nls 30 Aug. 1851 30 Aug. 1851 

RGOVEINON )eeeaie saan eee 28 Apr. 1852. 6 Feb. 1861 
AS) (vale br 76 aie Ns Aa Tak Merce PE We 30 Aug. 1851 17 Feb, 1857 

(Senior. Miemiber )2e a ees 29 Mar. 1853 17 Feb. 1857 
JAIMIES: CG GON Cl tetera 30 Aug. 1851 9 June 1856 
Roderick Hinlaysone. 2.27 28 Apr. 1852 27 Feb. 1863 

(Senior Member) .2 Octe 1656 27 Feb. 1863 
EF OLELV OT ore eniaea tee re 7 Apr. 1853 19 Deez 18617 
UB fo) P12 40 kg: Ct Re eon eet) ee 15 Nov. 1858 25 Mar. 1862 
Davide ameron, (lee ee ee 6 July 1859 2) Peps 1863 
Alfred Join Wancleyie soe ee 6 Feb. 1861 J Apr. 1861* 
Edward Graham Alston 

CRegisttar General) see “Dec, 1861* 26 Feb. 1863 
Alexander Watson (Treasurer)... 16 May 1862 27 Feb. 1863 


* In the absence of minutes from February 1861 to February 1862, precise dates cannot 
be determined. John Work died on 22 December 1861; by 3 January 1862 the Colonist and 
Press were commenting on Alston’s appointment. Douglas granted Langley leave of absence 
from the Council on 9 April 1861 (Certificate of Leave, Add. MSS. 180, Vol. 1/7, PABC). 


COUNCIL, VANCOUVER ISLAND 5 


MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COLONY OF 
VANCOUVER ISLAND 


Saturday, the 30th day of August, 1851 





BE IT REMEMBERED, that on this 30 day of August, in the year of Our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty one, at a council held at Victoria in Van- 
couvers Island by Richard Blanshard Esquire Governor of the said Island, the 
following members having been provisionally appointed by an instrument in 
the name of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, and sealed with the public seal of 
the colony of Vancouvers Island, and the oath of allegiance having been duly 
administered to them took their seats in Council. 

James Douglas, Senior Member, 
John Todd [Tod], 
James Cooper. 
The said members constituting a quorum, having taken their seats. 

The Governor, announced his having resigned the office of governor of the colony, 
and till the arrival of a fresh commission the senior member of council would 
fill the place according to the instructions of which a printed copy were laid 
on the Table. 

The said Members of Council have hereupon resolved that they will meet at such 
times and in such places, as may be hereafter appointed for the consideration 
of public affairs, this 30th Aug. 1851. 








Wednesday, the 28th day of April, 1852 


Minutes of a Council held at Fort Victoria in Vancouver’s Island, by James Douglas 
Esqr. Governor of the said Island, this 28th day of April 1852. 


The following Members being present, John Tod, James Cooper, Rodk. Finlayson. 
The Said Members Constituting a quorum—having taken their seats. 


The Governor produced and read a letter, addressed to him by James Cooper pro- 
posing to Nominate E. Langford Esqr. to discharge the duties of the Said 
James Cooper as Councillor by proxy, during his temporary absence from the 
Colony. The Governor remarked on the subject of that Communication, that 
his instructions from the Crown gives him no Authority to admit such Nomina- 
tions. The Appointment of Councillors is vested in the Crown, and the duties 
of the Office must be discharged by the Member in person. The Governor 
then proceeded to read over the 4th 5th 6th 7th and 8th paragraphs of Her 
Majesty’s Instructions, prescribing the Manner of Appointment the privileges 
and duties attached to the Office of Member of Council. And this Minute of 
that Communication is made in compliance with Her Majesty’s royal pleasure 
as signified in the 8th paragraph of the Governor’s Instructions. 


2 The Governor, then submitted for instruction the account of Supplies made by 
the Hudson’s Bay Company for Colonial purposes, which were found Correct 
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and approved, except in the instance of the surveyor’s Salary, Amounting to 
£372.12/. which James Cooper objected to as a Colonial Charge; but approved 
of its being defrayed out of the proceeds arising from Sales of land. 

3. A proposal was next made for revising the law regulating the importation and 
Sale of Spirits in the Colony, but not Considered expedient as the existing 
law appears free from any material defect. 

4th The Governor next proposed that a law should be passed adapted to the Cir- 
cumstances of the Colony, regulating the relations of employer and Servant and 
for punishing offences, such as insolent language, neglect of duty, and absence 
without leave, of the employer by summary infliction of fine or imprisonment. 
The measure Considered highly important and necessary, deferred for Con- 
sideration. 

A plan was next submitted by the Governor for the Consideration of Council for 
raising a permanent Revenue by imposing a duty of five per Cent. on all 
imports of British and foreign goods. It was objected to that measure that 
it would prove a bar to the progress of Settlement: impose a heavy burden 
upon settlers from England importing implements and furniture and that in 
the present State of the Colony there not being above twenty Settlers on the 
whole Island, the Sum arising from the duty would not much exceed the 
expense of the Officers Necessary for its collection. An act to be prepared 
and taken into consideration hereafter. 


The Council was then Adjourned until 2. O’Clock in the Afternoon of Friday the 
30th Inst. 








Friday, the 30th day of April, 1852 








The Council again met this morning, the Governor, and the following Members 
being present vizt. John Tod, James Cooper, Roderick Finlayson. 

It not appearing expedient to the Council, to impose any Customs Duties on Im- 
ports, in the present state of the Colony, the measure was postponed for 
further consideration. 

No other business entered upon at this meeting and the Council adjourned. 








Tuesday, the 5th day of October, 1852 


The Council met this day, at the hour of ten in the morning, for the transaction 
of business, and the Governor and the following Members were present vizt. 
James Cooper, Roderick Finlayson. 

The Councillors present being insufficient to form a quorum in consequence 
of the absence of Mr. Tod. 

The Council adjourned until 10 O’clock on Wednesday the 6th Inst. 
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Wednesday, the 6th day of October, 1852 


The Council met this morning at the hour of ten, the Governor and the same mem- 
bers, with the addition of Mr. Tod, being present, as yesterday. 


The Act regulating the importation and sale of spirituous liquors, on Vancouvers 
Island, containing some passages, which have given rise to questions as to its 
real meaning. It was proposed by the Governor, that the first, second and 
third clauses should be altered and amended, so as to render, the meaning 
and intent of the Act, plain and clear. Agreed that such alterations shall be 
made and submitted for the consideration of Council. 


Moved by the Governor that only two classes of licences for the sale of 
Spirituous Liquors shall be granted on Vancouvers Island vizt. Whole sale 
Licences and Retail Licences. 


That a whole sale Licence shall be construed to mean the sale of Spirits by 
the Cask or Case as imported. And that a retail licence shall authorize the 
sale of smaller quantities of Spirits for reasonable refreshment, to be consumed 
on the premises. 


That we consider it derogatory to the character of a Member of Council to 
be a retail dealer in spirituous Liquors, or to follow any calling that may en- 
danger the peace or be injurious to public morals. 


The Council then adjourned till Tuesday the 12 Inst. 











Tuesday, the 12th day of October, 1852 


The meeting of Council appointed for this day was postponed sine die. 

At the Council held on the 6th Inst., the following appointment was made by the 
Governor, with the advice and consent of Council, vizt. James Sangster to be 
Collector of the “Customs for Vancouvers Island’. 





Tuesday, the 29th day of March, 1853 


The Council met at the hour of ten this morning, the Governor being present and 
the following members—John Todd, Senior Member, James Cooper did not 
appear, Roderick Finlayson. 


The Governor requested the advice of Council in respect to the expediency of 
appointing qualified persons to act as Magistrates and Justices of the Peace 
in the several Districts of the Colony, and proposed that the following gentle- 
men should be appointed to that office vizt. 
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Edward E. Langford Esqre. Esquimalt District. 


Thomas J. Skinner _ Peninsula 

Kenneth McKenzie 7 do. 

Thomas Blenkhorn io Metchosen. 
[Blinkhorn] 


No Resident of Soke Dis- Soke. 
trict qualified to act 
as Magistrate. 


Resolved, That it is expedient in consequence of the small number of persons 
possessed of Sufficient property in the Colony to dispense with the qualification 
as to estate in the appointment of Justices of the Peace, required by the Act 
of Parliament, made in the 18th year of the reign of his Majesty George the 
Second, provided only that the said Justices of the Peace be faithful and true 
men loyal to Her Majesty the Queen of experience in business, and of good 
repute in the Counties where they reside. 

Secondly. As an inducement to exercise the duties of Magistrate that said 
Justices be permitted to charge at the rate of £1 Sterling per diem, for their 
services, over and above the customary, costs of Suit, in all Civil Cases, only, 
which they are hereby authorised to levy on the parties concerned as part 
costs of Suit. 


A Table of Fees to be drawn up without delay. 


The Governor next suggested to Council the propriety of taking into consideration 
the best means of restraining the abuse, and excessive importation of spirituous 
liquors into this Colony. It not being considered properly within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Governor in Council without the consent of the representatives of 
the people to impose customs duties on imports, he proposed that a duty should 
be charged on all Licences, granted to Inns, Public or Beer Houses, and it was 
therefore resolved 

That there shall be levied Collected and paid upon the Licences hereby 
authorised the duties following that is to say, For every wholesale Licence, the 
annual sum of one hundred pounds. For every retail licence the sum of one 
hundred and twenty pounds. The said duties to be under the management of 
the Governor and Council. 

It is further resolved that a wholesale Licence shall be construed to mean, 
the sale of Spirits by the Cask or Case, as imported, and that a retail licence 
shall authorise the sale of smaller quantities of Spirits for reasonable refresh- 
ment; to be consumed on the premises. It is provided however, that it shall 
be lawful for wholesale dealers, notwithstanding what has been resolved 
above to sell spirituous liquors to Farmers or other persons, possessed of 
landed property; residing at a distance from any licensed ale house, in any 
quantities not under two gallons, provided the same be intended to be con- 
sumed, on the premises for the household use of such Farmers, or their Servants, 
and not for sale. 
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The subject of public instruction was next brought under the consideration of 
Council. Applications having been made, from various districts of the Country 
for Schools, it was resolved 


That two schools should be opened without delay one to be placed on the 
peninsula, near the Puget Sound Companys Establishment, at Maple Point and 
another at Victoria there being about 30 Children and youths of both sexes, 
respectively at each of those places. 

It was therefore resolved that the sum of £500 be appropriated for the 
erection of a school house at Victoria, to contain a dwelling for the teacher, 2 
School rooms, and several bed rooms, and that provision should be made 
hereafter, for the erection of a House at Maple Point. 


Resolved that the Council do now adjourn till Thursday, the 31st day of March. 














Thursday, the 31st day of March, 1853 


The Council again met this morning, the Governor, and the following members 
being present, vizt. John Todd, Roderick Finlayson, James Cooper, did not 
appear. 


Edward E. Langford appeared before Council, and after taking the oath of allegiance, 
and qualification as to estate, received a provisional appointment as Magistrate 
and Justice of the Peace for the district of Esquimalt and 20 miles around it. 


The Council then resumed the subject of the School, and fixed upon a site near 
Minies plain, and that the size of the building should be 40 feet long by 40 
feet broad. 

A Commission of two persons, The Honble. John Todd Senior Member of 
Council, Robert Barr, Schoolmaster, were then appointed, to carry this measure 
into effect, and to report from time to time, their proceedings to the Governor 
and Council. 


The Council then adjourned, there not being a sufficient number of Members present 
to form a Quorum. 








Thursday, the 7th day of April, 1853 


The Council met this morning in pursuance of a notice to that effect issued on 
Tuesday the Sth Inst. the Governor being present and the following members 
vizt. John Tod, Senior Member, James Cooper, Roderick Finlayson. 


The Governor informed the Council that he had appointed John Work Esare., to be 
a Member of Council, and the oath of allegiance having been administered to 
him, in presence of the Council he took his seat at the Council Board. 
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The Council then proceeded to the review, and consideration of the measures pro- 


posed on Tuesday the 29th March and Thursday last and it was Resolved, 

That the Resolutions made on Tuesday the 29th day of March, and on Thurs- 
day the 31st day of March last, be confirmed and ratified, and the same are 
hereby confirmed and ratified. 


That the Council do now adjourn. 
It was also resolved before the adjournment of the Council held on the 7th day of 


April aforesaid that—A Committee of four be appointed to examine the 
country between Soke and Victoria for the purpose of selecting a line of road 
to connect those places, and to submit a report on the same, with an estimate 
of the cost of constructing said road, for the consideration of the Governor and 
Council, and that the said Committee do consist of the following Members vizt. 
James Cooper, Member of Council, John Work, Member of Council, Ed. E. 
Langford J.P., J. D. Pemberton, Surveyor General. 


It was also resolved at the same meeting of the Council aforesaid—that 


For the better and regular administration of Justice, that a petty session of 
one or more Justices of the Peace, be held on the first Thursday of every 
month, and that a general Quarter sessions of the Peace, be held once in every 
quarter, beginning with the first Thursday of July next ensuing, to hear and 
determine cases, and to do justice to all who may apply. 








The 


The 


Tuesday, the 20th day of September, 1853 


Council having met this morning pursuant to summons the Governor being 
present and the following Members—vizt. John Tod, senior member, John 
Work, James Cooper, Roderick Finlayson, proceeded to the consideration of 
certain matters, connected with the jurisdiction of the Justices Courts—in 
civil cases. 

The Governor laid before the Council copy of the evidence taken in a case 
Webster versus Muir, lately tried at this place in the Justices Court, involving 
a large sum of money the damages claimed by Plaintiff being several thousand 
dollars in amount. 

The Governor called the attention of Council to the defective manner in 
which the record was kept; there being no statement of the case, nor of the 
cause of complaint, which moreover cannot be ascertained from the record; 
the Jury nevertheless gave the following verdict, “We the Jury find a Verdict 
for the Plaintiff—for illegal detention of Cattle, belonging to said Plaintiff 2213 
dollars with costs.” 

The whole case appearing to have been improperly managed owing entirely 
to the inexperience of the Justices present, the Governor advised that the 
Jurisdiction of the Justices Court, should be limited in civil cases, to suits not 
exceeding the sum of £100. 

Council adjourned, without coming to any decision, to Friday the 23rd day 
of September. 
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Friday, the 23rd day of September, 1853 


The Council met this morning according to adjournment the Governor being present, 
and the same members as were assembled on Tuesday the 20th Inst. and pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the matter then referred to them by the Governor 
concerning the jurisdiction of the Justices Courts, and it was unanimously 
resolved 


That said Courts, should have no jurisdiction in civil cases wherein the dam- 
ages claimed exceed the sum of one hundred Pounds Sterling, and that a court 
be established to be called the Court of Common Pleas with power and juris- 
diction in all civil cases, wherein the damages claimed shall not exceed the 
sum of £2000 Sterling money. 


That a Judge shall preside in such Court, and shall cause records to be kept 
of all his proceedings, and of all sums awarded as damages, and of all costs 
levied, in said Court. 

That an appeal shall lie from said Court to the Governor and Council. 

That a salary of one hundred Pounds Sterlg. per annum shall be paid to the 
Judge, of said Court, for his services. 

That David Cameron be appointed Judge of said Court—and be required to 
draw up, the rules and regulations of said Court, as soon as convenient, and to 
lay the same before the Governor and Council for their consideration and 
approval. 


The Council next proceeded to establish regulations concerning the cutting and re- 
moval of Timber from the public lands and it was resolved that: 
1st That the Collector of the Customs be empowered to issue Permits for 
cutting timber on the public lands, and to levy a Duty of tenpence per load of 
50 Cubic feet on all timber cut thereon. 


2d That no timber be cut on the public lands, without a Permit under a 
Penalty of £10 and the forfeiture of the said Timber. 

3 That no person not being a subject of Her Majesty the Queen and a resi- 
dent of Vancouvers Island, shall cut timber on the public lands under a Penalty 
not exceeding £20. 

4 That all persons cutting Timber on the public lands shall make a true and 
correct return of the same to the Collector of the Customs, who may cause 
such timber to be remeasured, at the cost, of the persons claiming the same, 
should he see cause to doubt the correctness of said returns. 

That the Collector shall charge a fee of one Pound Sterling, on every Timber 
licence which shall be issued by him. 


The Council then adjourned. 














12 2 DECEMBER 1853 


Thursday, the 2nd day of December, 1853 





The Council having met this morning pursuant to summons, the Governor being 
present and the following members vizt. John Tod, senr. member, James 
Cooper, Rod. Finlayson, John Work. 


The Governor, proceeded to lay before the Council, a letter which he had received 
from Robert Barr, Clerk of the Peace containing a copy of certain resolutions 
passed by the Justices, at their monthly session held on the 3d day of Novr. 
last, to the effect that the following scale of Fees be adopted in carrying on 
proceedings, in the Justices Court, vizt. 


s. d. court clerk constable 
One Summons iH eaten ese Vase eee eee ae A) 
Appearance of Plaintiff 3 0E Ze 5 ceed vz 
Swearing each Witness Diet Scere 3 ee eee WD) 
Examining each Do. 2.0 ee gp rns ED 2 
Sentence MOE Rt oerem “Ase 4 
Warrant of Execution fs 6 Pa et Se ie Oe Meson: 1p) 
Constable executing Do. 4 OE 2k 3 OS er ee 


and requesting the Governor & Council to allow a portion of the Fines levied 
in the Justice’s Court to be applied to the payment of the Magistrates for their 
services at the monthly Session, and also making application to have the rate 
of Fees payable to Jurors fixed by enactment. 

It was thereupon resolved, that the Justices be authorised to adopt in all 
their future proceedings the Tariff of Fees, recommended in their said resolu- 
tions; and that an act be forthwith prepared, to regulate Fees in Office, and 
that the Governor be authorized to pay the Magistrates for their services, at the 
monthly Sessions, out of the fines levied in the Justice’s Court. 


A letter was then read, which the Governor had received from Mr. Robert Barr 
Colonial Teacher, proposing, that the Children placed under his superinten- 
dence for tuition, should be boarded at the following rates, vizt. 

To the Officers and Servants of the Hon. Hudson’s Bay Company, 16 
Guineas per annum. 

To the Colonists not Servants of the Hon. Company, 18 Guineas. 

To non-residents on Vancouver’s Island, non servants of the Hon. 
Compy., 20 Guineas. 


It was resolved that Mr. Barr be permitted to make the following charges 
for the board of Pupils, vizt. 
For the Children of Colonists residents of Wancouver’s Island, and of 
Servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 18 Guineas per annum. 
For the Children of non residents not being Servants of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, any sum that may be agreed upon, with the parties. 


An Act was then passed in pursuance of the Resolutions of the 23rd day of Septem- 
ber last, to establish a Supreme Court of Civil Justice with Jurisdiction over 


COUNCIL, VANCOUVER ISLAND 13 


the whole Colony and its Dependencies in all matters of Law or equity, where 
the amount in dispute is Fifty pounds Sterling and upwards, and the oaths of 
allegiance &c. were duly administered to David Cameron Esqre., as Judge 
of said Court. 

It was then resolved that the sum of One hundred Pounds Sterling be appro- 
priated, out of the proceeds, arising from the duties on Licensed Houses and 
applied to the payment of the salary allowed to the judge of the Supreme 
Court and that the Governor be, and is hereby authorised to cause the same 
to be paid by quarterly instalments, as they become due. 


It was also resolved that a Committee consisting of three persons, be appointed, to 
enquire into, and report upon, the state of the Colonial School, and to hold 
quarterly examinations, to ascertain the progress made by the Pupils, and that 
the following persons do constitute the said Committee, vizt. John Tod, Senior 
Member of Council, Roderick Finlayson, Member of Council, Thomas J. 
Skinner J.P. 


That this Council do now adjourn. 


[Memo:] Copied and transmitted to England up to this date. J.D. 








Wednesday, the 12th day of July, 1854 


The Council having met this morning pursuant to Summons, the Governor being 
present, and the following members vizt. John Tod, Senior Member, James 
Cooper, Roderick Finlayson, John Work. 


The Governor communicated to the Council that the provisional appointment of 
John Work Esquire to be a member of the Council of Vancouvers Island, had 
met with Her Majesty’s approval, as stated in despatch No. 13 from his Grace 
the Duke of Newcastle. The Oaths of allegiance and abjuration were then 
administered to the Said John Work. 

The Governor then communicated to the Council that Mr. Sangster’s ap- 
pointment to the office of Collector of Customs for Vancouver’s Island, had 
been confirmed as pr. Despatch No. 2, of 10th February 1853, from His Grace 
the Duke of Newcastle. 


The Governor laid before the Council, an account received from Mr. Robert Barr 
Master of the Colonial School, amounting to £36.5.11, being the sum expended 
by him, in completing the School house, papering the bed rooms, enclosing and 
bringing into cultivation a Small kitchen Garden, and for various other fixtures 
and improvements, as stated in Said account. That amount ordered to be paid 
and charged to Vancouver’s Island Trust Fund. 

The Governor then read a letter from the said Robert Barr, stating that his 
expenditure on account of the School was in excess of his income, and praying 
that his case may be taken into consideration by the Governor and Council, 
and relief granted to him, it was in consequence 
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Resolved, That the sum of Fifty Pounds Sterling be appropriated for the 
relief of Mr. Robert Barr and charged to Vancouvers Island Trust Fund. 


A petition from James Yates, was then read praying that the form of the retail 
spirit licence might be so altered as to authorise publicans to sell spirits by the 
Bottle to be consumed off the Premises. Petition approved. 


The following appropriations were then voted for public purposes, vizt. 
For erecting a Court house £500 
For making roads and bridges £500 
Towards finishing the Church £500 


The Council then proceeded to consider the state of the country, and the means of 
defending it against the Queen’s enemies, in the case of invasion. 
The Governor proposed to call out and arm all the men in the Colony cap- 
able of bearing arms, and to levy and arm an auxilliary body of native Indians. 
It was urged as an objection to that measure that the small number of whites 
in the settlement could collectively offer no effectual resistance against a 
powerful enemy; and it was considered dangerous to arm and drill the natives, 
who might then become more formidable to the Colony, than a foreign enemy. 
Several other objections were made to the measure, but the reasons above 
stated are the most important. It was therefore deemed expedient to leave the 
defence of the Colony, against the attempts of Russia to the care of Her 
Majesty’s Government, and not to call out the militia of the Colony. 


It was however Resolved, as a means of protection to charter the Hudson’s 
Bay Company’s Propeller “Otter,” armed and manned with a force of 30 
hands, including Captain, Officers & Engineers, and to employ her, in watching 
over the Safety of the Settlements, until Her Majesty’s Government take some 
other measures for our protection; and that arrangements be immediately made 
to carry that Resolve into effect. 


That this Council do now adjourn. 








Thursday, the 3rd day of August, 1854 


The Council having met this morning pursuant to summons—-; the Governor being 
present, and the following members—vizt. John Tod, Senior Member, John 
Work. 


James Cooper not having appeared at half past eleven o’clock—and Roderick Fin- 
layson the other Member of the Council, having lately left the Colony, by 
permission, on a short excursion for the benifit of his health—the Governor 
notwithstanding the absence of a sufficient number of members to constitute a 
Council—proceeded to lay before the Members present, the Draft of an Act, 
prohibiting the Gift or Sale of Spirituous Liquors to Indians, which he recom- 
mended should immediately receive their sanction and become the Law of the 
Colony, as many complaints had been made of excesses committed by drunken 
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Indians, which could not otherwise be checked, without endangering the peace 
of the Colony. The Act was immediately passed, with the assent of James 
Cooper who arrived at Government House about 5 o’clock P.M. 


After said Act was passed, the Council adjourned. 














Thursday, the 21st day of June, 1855 


The Council having met this morning pursuant to summons, the Governor being 
present, and the following members vizt—John Tod, Senior Member, James 
Cooper, Roderick Finlayson, John Work. 


The Governor proceeded to lay before Council, a correspondence with Samuel 
McCurdey [McCurdy] Esqre. Commissioner for the United States, relative to 
certain fugitives from justice, who had fled from Vancouver’s Island with a 
Boat and other property, abstracted from the ship “Marquis of Bute.” 

The offenders were apprehended and committed to Gaol by Mr. McKurdy, 
on the strength of the evidence contained in the Warrant issued by the British 
Magistrate, but were subsequently released from custody in consequence of a 
communication from Governor Stevens,! declaring his opinion that the case, 
did not come within the provisions of the Treaty between Great Britain and the 
United States, ratified on the 22nd August 1842. 

The Bill of Charges for the apprehension and commitment of those offenders 
amounting to 202 dollars and 30 cents, was also laid before the Council, who, 

Resolved, That the Governor be authorised to pay the sum of 102 dollars 
and 30 cents, on the said Bill of Charges, the property belonging to the 
“Marquis of Bute” in possession of the United States Courts being considered 
equivalent to the Balance of said account. 


The Governor also laid before the Council the report of Charles Griffin Esqre. on 
the outrage committed by certain American citizens who were concerned in 
forcibly carrying away a number of valuable Sheep the property of British 
subjects from the Island of San Juan and also the Governor’s correspondence 
on that subject with Governor Stevens. 


The expenditure made on account of the Colony amounting for the year ending on 
the 31st day of Oct. 1854 to the sum of £3512.18.9, was then laid before the 
Council, and the accounts submitted for audit and examination. 


Those being found correct the amount was ordered to be paid. 


Defence of the Country. 

The Governor having represented to the Council, that much alarm existed 
among the Colonists, in consequence of the great number of Northern Savages, 
who had lately arrived, and were now scattered over the settlements, and that 
he was often called upon to settle differences arising between those savages 
and the Settlers, and that those differences were often carried to dangerous 
lengths, and might lead to very serious consequences, involving the loss of life 


1 Governor Isaac Ingalls Stevens of Washington Territory. The reference is to Article X 
of the Treaty of Washington (Ashburton-Webster ). 
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and property, suggested that a force should immediately be raised, and placed 
at his disposal, to meet such emergencies. 

It was resolved that a Company of Ten to consist of Eight privates 1 Cor- 
poral 1 Sergeant, besides a competent officer to act as commander, be immedi- 
ately raised, and maintained at the public expense until the Northern Savages 
leave the settlements. 

And that the pay to be allowed to persons joining the said Company is not 
to exceed the following rates: 


Privates 30 dollars per month with rations 
Corporals 31 dollars per month with rations 
Sergeants 33 dollars per month with rations 


Their arms and accoutrements to be also provided at the public expense. 


The following appropriations were then made for carrying on the public works 
contemplated for the year, vizt. 


For the erection of public Hospital £1000. 
Ditto. * Court House £500 
Ditto - Roads & Bridges £500. 


That John Work and Roderick Finlayson Members of this Council, and 
James Yates Merchant be appointed to act as Commissioners for the purpose 
of employing labourers and conducting the work, connected with the Road to 
be opened on the east bank of the Victoria Arm, and that they be authorised 
to draw upon the Hudson’s Bay Company in furtherance of that object for the 
sum of £250, to be paid out of the appropriation for Roads. And that the said 
Commissioners are required to account for the expenditure of the said sum. 


That this Council do now adjourn. 








Wednesday, the 27th day of February, 1856 


The Council having met this morning pursuant to summons, the Governor being 
present and the following members to wit: John Tod, Senr. Member, James 
Cooper, Roderick Finlayson, John Work. 


After a brief review of the proceedings of the Executive, since the last meeting of 
Council, and of the state of the Colony, the Governor proceeded to lay before 
the Council certain Regulations, touching the sale and registry of land which 
it is deemed expedient to establish without delay, and also to authorise the 
levying of certain Fees, for the purpose of defraying the cost of such registra- 
tion, it was 

Resolved That the said Regulations be passed, and that the Colonial Sur- 
veyor be required to cause the same to be observed in all the land Offices of 
Vancouvers Island. 


The Governor then called the attention of the Council to the subject of the Publick 
schools, and recommended that the Revd. Edward Cridge District Minister of 
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Victoria should be appointed a Member of the Committee for inquiring into 
and reporting upon the state of the Public schools. It was then 

Resolved That the Revd. Edward Cridge be according to the Governors 
recommendation appointed a member of the said Committee and be requested 
to hold quarterly examinations and to report on the progress and conduct of 
the Pupils, on the system of management and on all other matters connected 
with the District Schools which may appear deserving of attention. 


The Governor then directed the attention of Council to the defence of the country, 
which is at present entirely destitute of any military force; while the northern 
Indians are beginning to arrive in the settlements and it is reported on the 
authority of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s officers, that a very large body of 
those savages may be expected this summer. It was therefore 

Resolved That a company of Thirty to consist of 1 Lieutt., 1 Sergeant and 
2 Corporals and 26 Privates, be immediately raised and maintained at the 
publick expense until the Northern Indians leave the settlements and that the 
pay of persons joining the said company is not to exceed the following rates vizt. 


Privates 30 dollars a month with rations 
Corporals Se SA 99 > 
Sergeants See ae ey ” > 


Their arms and accoutrements, and one suit of Uniform clothes, to be also 
provided at the publick expense. 


The following appropriations were then made for the service of the year, and for 
carrying on the publick works in progress vizt. 
For the erection of a Court House £500 
For Roads and Bridges £500 


That £200 of the above appropriation for roads and Bridges be considered 
applicable to the construction of the Road on the east side of the Victoria 
Arm, and the other £300 for other roads in progress. 


Resolved That this Council do now adjourn. 








Wednesday, the 4th day of June, 1856 


The Council having met this morning pursuant to Summons, the Governor being 
present, and the following Members—to wit—John Tod, Senr. Member, James 
Cooper, Roderick Finlayson, John Work. 


The Governor proceeded to lay before the Council certain instructions lately received 
by him from the Secretary for the Colonies instructing him to call general 
assemblies of the people, for the purpose of carrying Her Majestys instructions 
fully into effect and for other objects. 

The subjects were freely discussed and the Council adjourned at 5 o’Clock 
P.M. till Monday the 9th of June. 
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Monday, the 9th day of June, 1856 


The Council having met this morning pursuant to adjournment, the Governor being 
present, and the following members—vizt.—John Tod, Senior Member, James 
Cooper, John Work. 


Resume the consideration of Her Majesty’s instructions for calling General Assem- 
blies of the Freeholders of Vancouvers Island. The subjects under considera- 
tion on the 4th Inst. were as follows, vizt.: 

The property qualification of Members serving in the General assembly. 
The property qualification of Voters. 
The right of absentee proprietors to be represented in the general assembly. 


The Governor laid down as a principle that the custom or practice observed in 
England, should as far as possible, be adopted in this Colony, in framing the 
rules for elections, and proposed, that, 

The ownership of £300 of freehold property or immovable estate should 
constitute the qualification of a Member of the assembly. 

That absentee Proprietors shall be permitted to vote through their Agents 
or Attorneys. 

That the qualification of Voters, should be the ownership of 20 acres of 
freehold land or upwards, as required by his instructions from the Crown. 

The Council expressed their unanimous concurrence with those suggestions 
and the proposed regulations are finally settled and approved. 


It was then resolved that the settlements should be divided into four electoral 
Districts, vizt.: 

Victoria District. The country east of the Victoria Arm; and of a line 
from thence running in a northerly direction towards Sanitch so as to include 
Peers’ farm. 

Esquimalt District. The Country west of Victoria Arm and east of Pedder 
Bay, including McKenzie’s and the Farms west of Colquot’s [Colquitz] River. 

Soke District. From Pedder Bay to “Otter” Head; the head land be- 
yond Soke. 

Nanaimo District. Colvile Town. 


It was then resolved that this Council do now adjourn. 








Saturday, the 2nd day of August, 1856 


The Council having met this morning pursuant to a summons issued on the 1st of 
this present month; the Governor being present and the following members 
vizt. John Tod, Senr. Member, Roderick Finlayson, John Work. 


The Governor then laid before the Council for their consideration the draft of an 
Act having for its object the arrangement of the affairs of the Victoria Church, 
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to be entitled “An Ordinance establishing regulations for the arrangement of 
the affairs of the Victoria Colonial Church”. 

The Council having read and approved the several Clauses of the Act, it 
was duly passed, and the Council then adjourned. 








Saturday, the 14th day of February, 1857 





The Council having met this morning pursuant to a summons issued on the 13th of 
this present month; the Governor being present and the following Members 
vizt. John Tod, Senior Member, Roderick Finlayson, John Work. 


The Governor then proceeded to lay before the Council, An act granting the sum of 
£130 for defraying the unavoidable expenses of the House of Assembly, which 
was read for the third time and passed the House on the 18th day of Decem- 
ber last. 

The Council having read the several clauses of the said act, it was pro- 
posed as an amendment that the following words should be omitted in the 
preamble, that is to say, “attending the conduction of the business,” and the 
following words in the 8th clause vizt. “Licences of July 16th 1856,” and that 
the act be as follows: 

[Title] A Bill granting certain sums of money for the use of the House of 
Assembly of Vancouvers Island. 

[Preamble] Whereas it is necessary that certain sums of money be voted for 
defraying the unavoidable expenses of the House of Assembly of Vancouver’s 
Island, be it therefore enacted. 

lst That £50 sterling be placed at the disposal of his Excellency the 
Governor to defray the expenses of copying statistics and documents for 
the use of this house. 

2nd That £10 Sterling be granted to Mr. Robert Barr for his past 
services as Clerk of this House. 

3rd That £5 Sterling be granted to Mr. Andrew Muir for his past 
services of Sergeant at Arms. 

4th That £25 Sterling be allowed for the salary of the Clerk of the 
House for the year 1857. 

5th That £15 Sterling be allowed for the salary of the Sergeant at 
Arms and Messenger for the year 1857. 

6th That £20 sterling be granted for lighting heating and furnishing the 
House of Assembly for the year 1857. 

7th That £5 Sterling be granted for Stationery for the use of the mem- 
bers of the House of Assembly. 

8th That the above items be paid out of the revenue derived from the 
duty charged on Licenced Houses. 

The act as so amended was approved and passed. 


The Governor then proceeded to lay before the Council a letter from Chief Justice 
Cameron, transmitting a copy of the Rules and manner of Proceeding to be 
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observed in the Supreme Court of Civil Justice of Vancouver’s Island, drawn 
up in virtue of the authority vested in the Court by Her Majesty’s Order in 
Council, dated the 4th day of April 1856, which was submitted for the ap- 
proval of Council. 


This document was before the Council until evening, when an adjournment 
took place to Monday the 16th of Instant. 











Monday, the 16th day of February, 1857 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment, the Governor and the same 
Members being present as on Saturday the 14th of Instant. 


Proceeded with the reading and consideration of the Rules and manner of Proceed- 
ing of the Supreme Court, for the remainder of the day and then adjourned to 
Tuesday the 17th of Instant. 








Tuesday, the 17th day of February, 1857 


The Council met this morning according to adjournment, the Governor and the 
same members being present, as on Monday the 16th of Instant. Completed 
the reading and consideration of the Rules and manner of Proceeding of the 
Supreme Court which were unanimously approved and passed in Council. 


The Council then adjourned. 


[Memo:] Copy sent home. 








Monday, the 11th day of October, 1858 


The Council having met this morning pursuant to a summons issued on the 8th 
of this present month; the Governor being present and the following members: 
Roderick Finlayson, John Work. 


The Governor then informed the Council that he had received a communication 
from Mr. Tod, resigning his office as Member of the Council. 


The Council then adjourned to Wednesday the 13th Instant, there not being a 
quorum. 
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Wednesday, the 13th day of October, 1858 


The Council having met this morning pursuant to adjournment the Governor being 


present and only one member, John Work—Mr. Finlayson being unavoidably 
absent on public business. 


The Council adjourned, there not being a quorum. 











Monday, the 15th day of November, 1858 


The Council met this morning pursuant to a notice issued the preceding day, the 


Governor being present, and the following members: Roderick Finlayson, 
John Work. 


The Governor informed the Council that he had appointed Donald Fraser Esquire 


to be a Member of Council; and the Oath of Allegiance having been adminis- 
tered to him, in presence of the Council, he took his seat at the Council Board. 


The Council then proceeded to consider the following Bills; viz. 


A Bill to amend the Law relating to Inns & Beer Houses. 

A Bill of Supply granting Sums of money for the improvement of certain 
Roads & Streets in the Town & District of Victoria,—& for the use of the 
House of Assembly;—the said sums to be paid out of the Fund to be re- 
ceived from the duties raised from Licensed Houses for the Sale of Wines, 
Liquors &c. 

An Act to amend the Law relating to the Licensing of Inns Public and 
Beer Houses. 

These Bills after Amendment by the Council were duly passed. 


The Council then adjourned. 











The 


Wednesday, the Ist day of December, 1858 


Council met this afternoon pursuant to a notice issued in the morning, the 
Governor being present & the following Members: Roderick Finlayson, John 
Work, Donald Fraser. 


The Governor then introduced an “Act to authorize the Registering or Recording 


The 


of Conveyances Deeds and other Instruments in writing affecting Real Estate; 
& to create the Office of Registrar General of the Colony of Vancouvers 
Island & to define his duties.” 

After the discussion of certain amendments by the Council, the further 
Consideration of the Act was postponed to another day. 


Council then adjourned. 
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Tuesday, the 22nd day of March, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to a summons issued on the 21st of this 
month, the Governor being present and the following members: Roderick 
Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser. 


The Governor then submitted for the consideration of the Council the “Act to 
provide for the Registering of Conveyances and other Deeds &c.” premising 
that since the last session it had received the careful consideration & revision 
of Mr. Fraser & Judge Begbie. 

The Bill was then read a first time & unanimously approved. 


The following points received the more especial consideration of the Council. 

1. As to the addition of a clause providing for the registration of wills in 
the Registrar’s Office. 

2. As to whether judgments of Courts of Law, being liens on real property, 
should be registered in this Office. 

3. As to the nature and amount of evidence requisite to entitle a deed to 
be registered; & especially how, in the Case of the death of the parties who 
had executed & attested the deed, its genuineness should be determined. 

4. The mode of Registration of Deeds Executed before the passing of this 
Act. The two following cases were considered (1) Of Deeds executed after 
the passing of the Act & before the 31st May next. (2) Of Lands sold on 
credit on which instalments had been paid but the full payment of which would 
not be made till after the above-mentioned period. 

The further consideration of these Cases was deferred. 


The Governor then laid before the Council “A Bill for the Registration of Voters” 
which passed the House of Assembly. 
The Bill having been read a first time the Council was adjourned till to- 
morrow (Wednesday) at 10 A.M. 











Wednesday, the 23rd day of March, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment, the Governor being present 
and the following members, John Work, Donald Fraser. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The “Bill for the Registration of Deeds” was a second time considered by the 
Council (v. Mar. 22). 

In connexion with this Bill his Excellency referred to a Bill now in progress 
through the House of Assembly for the Quieting of Alien Land Titles and a 
lengthened conversation on the Subject of Such Titles Ensued. 

The suggestion of legislating on the subject by the introduction of a clause 
into the “Registration of Deeds” Bill was objected to on the ground of its 
tending to change the Laws of England by indirect enactment. 
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Certain objections against aliens being entitled to hold land were discussed 
namely, that the possession of land would give to aliens a certain political 
influence which, especially at a time when the British element of the popu- 
lation was in its infancy might prove detrimental to the interests of the Country. 

The holding of lands by aliens without political privileges accompanying the 
right might also give birth to discontent and agitation. 

On the other hand it was thought that a liberal policy in reference to this 
question would rather tend to strengthen than impede the government. And 
it was further thought that a measure (upon this subject) entitling aliens, on 
declaring their intention to become British subjects and on their taking the 
oath of allegiance, to hold land, might tend to secure the good-will & pave 
the way for the naturalization of foreigners of various Nations. 


Such a measure might pave the way for the adoption of the widest form of 
the subject which was expressed in the principle that all persons should be 
allowed to deal in land & to hold & transfer landed property with the same 
liberty & facility as in any other article of merchandise. 

In reference to the suggestion of communicating with the Home Govern- 
ment before legislating on the Subject, his Excellency alluded to a despatch 
he had received from England last July in which he was instructed to encour- 
age the settlement of foreigners in British Columbia with a view to stimulating 
the development of the resources of the Country; a Despatch which his 
Excellency interpreted to recommend among other things the pursuance of 
a liberal policy with regard to the tenure of landed property by aliens. 

The case of aliens non-resident was also considered. 

In the Course of this discussion Certain Acts were referred to; namely 


1. An Act to amend the Law relating to Aliens, 7 & 8 Victoria, by 
wh. (1) Aliens might hold land on lease for 20 years with certain privi- 
leges (2) aliens might by application to the Secretary of State become 
entitled to hold land and to enjoy the privileges of British subjects with 
the exception of sitting in the Privy Council or holding a seat in Parlia- 
ment. 

2. An Act for “Quieting Estates & preventing Lawsuits” in the Ber- 
mudas in the 6th Queen Anne. 

3. An Act passed in the Canadian Legislature (1858) entitled “An 
Act to Amend the Naturalization Laws” referring to another Act of 12 
Victoria, which was not found. 


The Governor then laid before the Council the “Bill for the Registration of Voters” 
which being found imperfect in some of its provisions & Enactments & to re- 
quire amendment was deferred to another Session. 


His Excellency then laid Before the Council “An Act to Enfranchise the Town of 
Victoria” which passed the House of Assembly June 1, 1857, the passing of 
which by the Council had been from various reasons deferred from time to 
time. 
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In connexion with this Bill the Proclamation of the Governor dividing the 
Colony into electoral Districts & issuing writs calling an Assembly of Rep- 
resentatives was referred to. 

His Excellency also signified his intention of conferring with the lower 
House on the subject of this Bill. 








Friday, the 25th day of March, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment the Governor being present 


The 


The 


and the following members: John Work, Donald Fraser. 


Governor introduced the subject of declaring Victoria a Free Port. His Ex- 
cellency having been requested by the Home government to give his opinion 
on this Subject had done so. He considered the measure to be one the im- 
portance of which to the interests of this Colony could not be over-estimated. 
For 

1. Nearly all the goods consumed in Vancouver Island with the exception 
of those which had been brought by the annual ships of the H. B. Company 
were imported from San Francisco where as in other American Ports import 
& municipal duties amounting to about 30 per cent on the value were im- 
posed on all foreign goods. The imports from San Francisco to Victoria dur- 
ing the past year amounted to about £300,000 the import duty on which paid 
at that Port amounted to about £90,000. 

By opening a direct trade with England & other producing countries we 
should receive goods at rates exceeding the Cost price by little more than the 
freight and profits of the importers. The Guadalete was the first vessel, be- 
sides the H. B. Company’s Ships, which had brought goods to this Port direct 
from England; but she would soon be followed by others, not only from 
England, but from other Ports, & in proportion as this took place, would 
goods of all kinds become Cheaper than under the old system of importing 
them from San Francisco. 

2. Another advantage would accrue from the export trade, in sending our 
produce, such as gold &c. direct to England, instead of, as now, to S. Francisco. 

3. The abundance & cheapness of our market under this system would 
make it a centre of trade & attract ships from Ports on the Sound, from the 
Sandwich Islands, the Russian American Settlements &c. who would discover 
that they could obtain supplies of flour, grain, & manufactured goods of various 
kinds cheaper here than at S. Frano. 

4. The value of all kinds of property, & especially of real Estate, would 
be enhanced. 

It was remarked in reference to this subject that the people of San Frano 
had already begun to make a market of Victoria by buying goods here. 

With regard to creating a Revenue there were various sources available 
such as a direct tax, taxes on trades, professions &c. &c. 

Governor informed the Council that he had strongly urged on the Home 
Government the necessity of Building a Light House on the Race Rocks 
commonly called Rocky Point. 
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His Excellency also informed the Council of a correspondence he had had with 
the Home Government in reference to settling the Indians in permanent vil- 
lages. He read the copy of a letter which he had written in answer to one 
addressed to him by the Colonial Secretary making enquiries & suggestions 
on this subject. In that letter he informed the Government that he had made 
anticipatory Reserves in the various districts, including the Cultivated fields 
& village sites of the Indians, & he proposed that the Indians shd. be located 
on certain parts of those Reserves, & the remainder be leased & the proceeds 
applied to their temporal & spiritual elevation in building churches schools 
& houses for them to live in & providing them with teachers & ministers &c. 
One feature of the system was to eventually make it self-supporting. In the 
U. States immense expense had been incurred to very little purpose in settling 
the Indians. For instance Congress had made a grant for this purpose for Cali- 
fornia alone, of 358,000 dollars in one year & yet through some defect in the 
plan or administration the Indians were diminishing & becoming more hostile 
& demoralized. 


The Bill for “Enfranchising the Town of Victoria” was read a Second time. 

Objection was raised to the qualification of 10£ rental as too low. 

In connexion with the question of Voters the case of those British Subjects 
who had renounced their allegiance & now wished to return to it was discussed 
& the Oaths of renunciation Enforced in America were referred. The question 
whether they should be permitted to vote on their taking the Oaths of allegi- 
ance was discussed. The explicit & absolute nature of the American Oath 
was urged against the measure: and the principle that by the British Con- 
stitution the allegiance of a British Subject was indefeasible, was urged in 
support of it. 


A Pian, contemplated by his Excellency for building the various Government Of- 
fices & residences on the Indian Reserve near James Bay & selling the Govern- 
ment land near the Fort to defray the Expenses was next discussed. 


Friday, the 8th day of April, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to a summons issued the preceding day, the 
Governor being present and the following members, Roderick Finlayson, John 
Work, Donald Fraser. 


The Bill for the Registration of Voters being found imperfect & requiring amend- 
ment (See Min. March 23) was ordered to be filed. 


The Bill for the “Registration of Deeds” was considered & read a third time; but 
the passing thereof was deferred in order that it might, if found necessary, 
receive additions or improvements from Lord Campbell’s Registration Act.? 


2In 1851 Baron John Campbell introduced a registration bill into the House of Lords, 
a measure he thought would likely immortalize him, but the bill failed to find support in the 
Commons. Entry for John Campbell, Dictionary of National Biography, Leslie Stephen, ed. 
(London: Smith, Elder, & Co., 1886), VIII, 384. 
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The Bill for Enfranchising the Town of Victoria was again considered by the 
Council. It was objected that the proposed measure seemed calculated to 
give a preponderating influence to the town representation & to lead to the 
taxation of the Country at large for the benefit of the town. 

The Bill was read a third time & deferred for further consideration & re- 
modelling. 


The Governor then introduced a Bill “To provide for & to regulate the solemniza- 
tion & Registration of Marriages.” 
The propriety of registering the ages, places of birth & names of parents 
of parties on their marriage was discussed. 
The Bill was read a first time. 


His Excellency next introduced a Bill “To Authorize Trustees to hold lands &c. in 
trust for Religious purposes.” 

Two questions were discussed in reference to this Bill; first as to limiting 
the Trust to property in the Colony and secondly the difficulty which might 
arise in the case of a Schism in the Church for the benefit of which the prop- 
erty was held in trust. In numerous cases in England & the United States 
property through such schism had been diverted to the support of a form of 
religion widely different from that wh. the Founder contemplated. 

The Bill was read a first time. 


While the Council was sitting two Bills were sent up from the House of Assembly 
which had passed that House, which the Governor proceeded to lay before 
the Council. 

1. A Bill for the Preservation of Game. This Bill was read a first time & 
approved of. 

2. A Bill to Constitute the Coinage of the United States a legal tender. 
Certain verbal inaccuracies were noticed in the Bill. 

The fixing the value of the American dollar at any definite Sum was ob- 
jected to on the ground that the regulation of its value should be left to the 
operation of those mercantile laws by which the exchange of money was 
generally adjusted. And fixing the value of the dollar at 50 pence was vir- 
tually giving a premium on that Coin. Read a first time. Deferred. 

The Council then adjourned to Monday the 11th instant at 10 O’Clock A. M. 


[Memo:] Copy sent home. April 25. 














Monday, the 11th day of April, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment, the Governor being pres- 
ent and the following members: Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald 
Fraser. 


A New Bill for the Passage of an Act respecting Marriages by Dissenting Ministers 
was substituted for that noted in the Minutes of the last meeting, and read a 
first time. 
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Also a New Bill for the passage of an Act respecting the property of Religious 
Institutions was substituted & read instead of that which was noted in the 
last Meeting. 


The Bill for Enfranchising the Town of Victoria was referred to the Crown Solici- 
tor for re-modelling. 


The Bill for the Preservation of Game was amended and duly passed. 
The Act for the Registration of Deeds was deferred to the next Session. 
The Council then adjourned to Wednesday at 10 A. M. 














Wednesday, the 13th day of April, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment, the Governor being pres- 
ent and the following Members: Roderick Finlayson, John Work. 


The Members present not being sufficient to form a quorum the Council after some 
conversation on the Bills minuted at the last meeting adjourned to to-morrow 
Thursday April 14, 1859. 








Thursday, the 14th day of April, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment the Governor being pres- 
ent and the following members: Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald 
Fraser. 


The “Bill for the Passage of an Act respecting marriages in the Colony of Van- 
couvers Island and its Dependencies”, and “The Bill for the Passage of an 
Act respecting the Property of Religious Institutions in the Colony of Van- 
couvers Island & its Dependencies,” were again read & duly passed. 


The Bill for the Registration of Deeds was again under the Consideration of the 
Council and certain additions, including one respecting a seal of Office for 
the Registrar General & its weight as testimony, were approved of. 

It was thought desirable to make no distinct provision for the Registration 
of Deeds under the circumstances noted in the Minutes of March 22 [point] 4 


(1), (2). 
The Bill was then duly passed. 


The Council then adjourned to Saturday April 16, 1859. 











28 16 APRIL 1859 
Saturday, the 16th day of April, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment, the Governor being pres- 
ent and the following members: Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald 
Fraser. 


The Bill for Enfranchising the Town was again under consideration & certain ver- 
bal amendments agreed to. 

The following points were discussed: 

1. Whether salaried government officials should be permitted to vote, in 
reference to which point ““Wordsworth’s Law of Elections”? was referred to 
p. 368, relative to disqualifications for Voters. 

2. As to the effect of the proposed measure and of the present represen- 
tative system generally on the respective interests of town & country, it being 
Contended that the former would be likely to acquire a preponderating in- 
fluence in the House of Assembly, and the Country generally might find itself 
taxed to carry into affect town improvements. On the other hand it was 
observed that the Country members would, at the present at least, be most 
numerous; & also that in the election of such members the town electors, as 
such, would have no vote. 


The Council then adjourned to Wednesday Apl. 20 at 10 A. M.# 


[Memo:] Copied and forwarded to England April 26th 1859. 








Tuesday, the Sth day of July, 1859 


The Council met this afternoon pursuant to a summons issued the same day, the 
Governor being present & the following members: John Work, Donald Fraser. 


“A Bill to extend the duration of the Laws relating to Inns, Public & Beer Houses”, 
sent up from the House of Assembly, was under the consideration of the 
Council. 

The Preamble of the Bill being found inaccurate both as to the date of the 
passage of the Act which enacted that the Ordinance of Council of 1853 on 
Licensing should at a certain period be no longer in force, and also as to 
the date of that certain period, enquiry was directed to be made of the Speaker 
of the House of Assembly for information as to the Authority for the dates 
alluded to. 


3 Charles Favell Forth Wordsworth, The Law and Practice of Elections: Election Petitions 
and Registration of Voters, with All the Statutes and Forms, 3rd ed. (London: W. Benning & 
Co., 1847). In this edition “persons ineligible to be registered” are the subject of Chap. XI, 
Bk. I, pp. 366-385. 

4 The following minute for Wednesday, 20 April 1859, was entered in pencil in the origi- 
nal but was subsequently crossed out and the word “Expunge” written in the margin: “The 
Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment. Owing to some accident the notes of its 
proceedings were mislaidan. . . .” 
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In further discussing this Bill the above-mentioned Act was referred to, 
viz. the “Act to amend the Law relating to the licensing of Inns Public and 
Beer Houses” which passed the Assembly on the 29th Day of April 1858 & 
the Council on the [15th] Day of November 1858, whereby (see third clause) 
it was enacted “That the Ordinance relating to Licensed Houses shall Expire 
on the 29th Day of April 1859.” 

It was the opinion of the Council that the Bill under consideration, being 
found to contain provisions inconsistent with previous Enactments, & pro- 
posing to revive an Ordinance which, by virtue of the Act referred to, had 
for nearly three months ceased to be of force, was unsatisfactory in its present 
form. 

The Council was also of opinion that however it might be corrected or 
amended, this Bill would still leave the Law on the subject imperfect & un- 
certain, & render necessary further legislation. 

It was therefore resolved that a new & comprehensive measure should be 
framed, embracing, so far as seemed fit, all the previous enactments on the 
subject, together with such further provisions as should appear requisite. 

In accordance with this resolution the Crown Solicitor was directed by his 
Excellency to draw up a Bill incorporating & containing the substance of the 
following measures and enactments, namely: 

1. The Ordinance of Council passed on the 29th Day of March 1853 
authorising the levying of certain duties on Licenses for the Sale of 
Spirituous Liquors. 

2. An Act passed on the 15th Day of November 1858 Entitled “An 
Act to amend the Law relating to the Licensing of Inns Public & Beer 
Houses.” 

3. An Act passed on the 15th Day of November 1858 Entitled an 
“Act to amend the Law relating to Inns & Beer Houses.” 

4. A Bill sent up from the House of Assembly, and under the con- 
sideration of the Council this day, namely “An Act to amend the Law 
relating to Inns Public & Beer Houses.” 

The last-mentioned Bill having been considered and amended by the Coun- 
cil was disposed of in the manner noted in the preceding minute. 


The Council then adjourned to Wednesday 6th inst. (to-morrow) at 11 A. M. 


Memo.—The Minutes of Council from this date to 10th April 1860—copied and 


transmitted to the Secretary of State. 














Wednesday, the 6th day of July, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment, the Governor being pres- 


ent and the following members: John Work, Donald Fraser. 


The Governor informed the Council that he had appointed Chief Justice Cameron 


to be a member of Council and the Oath of Allegiance having been adminis- 
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tered unto him in presence of the Council he took his seat at the Council 
Board. 

“An Act to authorize & regulate the Sale of Wines spirits & other Liquors” was 
considered by the Council and read a first time. 

This Bill was framed in consequence of a Resolution of the last Meeting of 
Council for the passage of a comprehensive measure on the Sale of Liquors. 
The scope & object of this Bill, as contemplated by the Council, are more 
fully expressed in the Minutes of the last Meeting. 

Some discussion ensued on the expediency of granting Licenses for periods 
of less than one year. On the one hand it was urged that the present law 
pressed hardly on the general dealer, who, in order to sell a small consign- 
ment of liquor must take out a license for one year; on the other hand it was 
urged that, under cover of a quarter’s License, a dealer might throw into the 
market a quantity of spirits sufficient to supply any number of retail dealers 
for a whole year. 

“A Bill to enforce the completion of certain streets already or about to be macadam- 
ized,” sent up from the House of Assembly, was read a first time. 


The Council adjourned to to-morrow Thursday at 11 A. M. 








Thursday, the 7th day of July, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment, the Governor being pres- 
ent and the following members—John Work, Donald Fraser, David Cameron. 


The “Act to authorize and regulate the Sale of Wines Spirits & other Liquors” 
was read a second time and received various corrections and additions. 


Some discussion took place on the propriety of passing a declaratory Law proclaim- 
ing the laws of England to be in force in this Colony, in order to clear up any 
uncertainty which might prevail upon the Subject in the minds of many per- 
sons; on the other hand it was said to be an understood principle that English 
Law was in force in Colonies except where contravened by Local Enactments, 
& “Chalmer’s Colonial Opinions” p. 207, (American Edition) was referred 
to supporting this view. 


The “Act to authorize & regulate the Sale of Wines Spirits and other Liquors” 
after further consideration by the Council was passed, and ordered to be 
sent to the House of Assembly. 


The Council adjourned to Friday the 8th inst. (to-morrow) at 11 A. M. 


5 George Chalmers, Opinions of Eminent Lawyers on Various Points of English Jurispru- 
dence Chiefly Concerning the Colonies, Fisheries, and Commerce of Great Britain: Collected, 
and Digested, From The Originals, in The Board of Trade, and Other Depositories (Burlington, 
Vt.: C. Goodrich and Company, 1858), pp. 206-07. The reference is to an opinion by 
Attorney C. Pratt and Solicitor-General C. Yorke to the effect that English subjects “carry 
with them your Majesty’s laws wherever they form colonies, and receive your Majesty’s pro- 
tection, by virtue of your royal Charters.” 
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Friday, the 8th day of July, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment, the Governor being pres- 
ent and the following members: John Work, Donald Fraser. 


“A Bill to authorize the McAdamising of certain Streets”, which had passed the 
Assembly was laid before the Council & after Consideration was passed 
without amendment. 


The Governor ordered that an account should be kept of all monies granted by the 
Legislature for public purposes. 


A Motion of the House of Assembly calling for a return of the Expenditure of all 
monies by the Government for the month of June was adverted to. It was 
remarked that the House should also have provided the accountant: it was 
moreover difficult to see what legislation Could be based on a return of one 
month’s expenditure, unless the house conceived itself to have made some 
discovery. 


The hardship of the case of a general merchant being unable to sell an occasional 
consignment of liquor without a license was again discussed. The following 
reasons were given for allowing the law to take its natural course. 


Tho’ there might be inconvenience in some individual cases it wd. have 
the effect of restraining the importation & consumption of liquors especially 
of those of a deleterious character which was the first object of the license laws. 


2. A general merchant can under existing regulations dispose of a con- 
signment of liquors to a licensed dealer. 


3. All inconvenience may be obviated hereafter by the passage of a general 
licensing law for the sale of all kinds of merchandise, on the introduction of 
which merchants might be credited for any sum which they had paid for 
licenses on consignments of liquor. 


On the other hand it was said that the license laws would not limit the 
consumption of liquor; 


That Licensed dealers took advantage of the necessities of consignees to 
give them less than the value of their goods. 


3. That it costs them a great deal of trouble & inconvenience to get rid 
of such consignments. 


The question of ways & means was discussed in connexion with that clause of the 
Streets’ Bill which provided that the Governor be authorised to defray the 
Expense of macadamising certain streets out of the money arising from the 
tax on licensed houses. 


The course contemplated by His Excellency was, as soon as the Home 
Government notified that the Charter of the H.B. Compy. was withdrawn to 
apply to the House of Assembly for ways & means to carry on the expenses 
of the Government; & if they were not forthcoming to fall back on the money 
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arising from the tax on Licensed houses. It was considered that no obstacle 
would be found to this course in the Bill just passed. 


At the same time it was considered by his Excellency & the Council that 
a more speedy adjustment of this subject was highly desirable if it Could be 
effected. The reason alleged by the House of Assembly for not raising means 
by levying duties &c. on the town, namely that the town was not represented, 
was considered insufficient inasmuch as even under present circumstances the 
town was more fully represented than almost any town in England, if we took 
into consideration the proportion of voters & members. The objection was 
also inconsistent with the proceedings already taken by the House in impos- 
ing License duties. 

It was also considered that notwithstanding the absence of one member & 
the resignation of another (that resignation not having been yet accepted), 
the house was fully competent, if willing, to take the subject into consideration 
at once. 

After some discussion on a Schedule of ways & means laid before the 
Council by the Governor, his Excellency appointed Mr. Work, Mr. Fraser 
& Chief Justice Cameron a select Committee to prepare a scheme of ways 
& means to defray the Expenses of the Government. 


The Council then adjourned to Monday the 11th inst. at 11 o’clock. 








Monday, the llth day of July, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment, the Governor being pres- 
ent and the following members: John Work, Donald Fraser, David Cameron. 


The last mentioned member (Mr. Cameron) not having been present at the last 
Meeting of Council, read, & and gave his assent to the, Bill to “authorise the 
macadamising of certain Streets &c.” 


“A Bill to create certain Wardens for the surveillance of the Hills” which passed the 
Assembly July 8th 1859 was read a first time. 


In reference to this Bill clauses in the New South Wales Reform Bill were 
referred to by virtue of which members of the Council & of the Assembly 
might resign their Seats by a letter to that effect addressed to the Governor of 
the Colony or to the Speaker of the House of Assembly as the case might be. 
(See 18 & 19 Victoria Chap. 54. Sched (1) Sect. 4 & 25.)® 


6 An Act to enable Her Majesty to assent to a Bill, as amended, of the Legislature of New 
South Wales, “to confer a Constitution on New South Wales, and to grant a Civil List to Her 
Majesty,” 1855, 18 & 19 Vict., c. 54, Sched. (1), s. 4: “It shall be lawful for any Member of 
the Legislative Council to resign his Seat therein by a Letter to the Governor, and upon the 
Receipt of any such Letter by the Governor the Seat of such Legislative Councillor shall be- 
come vacant.” 

Section 25: “It shall be lawful for any Member of the Assembly, by writing under his 
Hand, addressed to the Speaker of the said House, to resign his Seat therein, and upon the Re- 
ceipt of such Resignation by the Speaker the Seat of such Member shall become vacant.” 
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Sect. 5 & 26 of the Same Act were referred to relative to seats vacated by 
absence and other Causes. 


It was Considered that a Similar clause might be introduced into the new 
Reform Bill for Vancouvers Island now under consideration; or a distinct 
enactment might be passed upon the subject; & thus the inconvenience of the 
proposed measure of creating Wardens of the Hills be avoided. 


His Excellency consulted the Council on a motion of the House of Assembly of 
July 4 Enquiring whether the Colonial Legislature had power to alter the 
Land system. It was advised that an answer should be returned to the effect 
that the Legislature had not that power at present; but that there was reason 
to believe that it might be acquired on the Assembly’s securing a Civil List to 
Her Majesty for the Expenditure of the Colony. (See Governor’s Reply to 
Said Communication of [this] date.) The general purport of this Reply agreed 
with that of a communication addressed by his Excellency to the Assembly on a 
Similar Subject on 7th April 1859. 

18 & 19 Victoria Chaptr. 54, 55, 56 were referred to on this subject.8 


The governor laid before the Council “A Bill to increase the number of Represen- 
tatives of the People of this Colony in the House of Assembly; & to create new 
Electoral Districts & for other purposes” which passed the House of Assembly. 


The Bill was read a first time. 


A discussion arose as to whether the Legislature had by its constitution 
power to Extend the franchise. The Governor referred to a correspondence 


7 Ibid., section 5: “If any Legislative Councillor shall, for Two successive Sessions of the 
Legislature of the said Colony, fail to give his Attendance in the said Legislative Council, with- 
out the Permission of Her Majesty or of the Governor of the Colony, signified by the said 
Governor to the Legislative Council, or shall take any Oath or make any Declaration or 
Acknowledgment of Allegiance, Obedience, or Adherence to any Foreign Prince or Power, or 
shall do, concur in, or adopt any Act whereby he may become a Subject or Citizen of any 
Foreign State or Power, or whereby he may become entitled to the Rights, Privileges, or Im- 
munities of a Subject or Citizen of any Foreign State or Power, or shall become bankrupt, or 
take the Benefit of any Law relating to Insolvent Debtors, or become a Public Contractor or 
Defaulter, or be attainted of Treason, or be convicted of Felony or of any infamous Crime, 
his Seat in such Council shall thereby become vacant.” 


Section 26: “If any Member of the Assembly shall for One whole Session of the Legis- 
lature, without the Permission of the Assembly, entered upon its Journals, fail to give his 
Attendance in the said House, or shall take any Oath or make Declaration or Acknowledgment 
of Allegiance, Obedience, or Adherence to any Foreign Prince or Power, or do or concur in or 
adopt any Act whereby he may become a Subject or Citizen of any Foreign State or Power, 
or become entitled to the Rights, Privileges, or Immunities of a Subject of any Foreign State 
or Power, or shall become bankrupt or an Insolvent Debtor within the Meaning of the Laws 
in force within the said Colony relating to Bankrupts or Insolvent Debtors, or shall become a 
Public Defaulter, or be attainted of Treason, or be convicted of Felony or any infamous Crime, 
his Seat in such Assembly shall thereby become vacant.” 


8 An Act to enable Her Majesty to assent to a Bill, as amended, of the Legislature of New 
South Wales, “to confer a Constitution on New South Wales, and to grant a Civil List to Her 
Majesty,” 1855, 18 & 19 Vict., c. 54; An Act to enable Her Majesty to assent to a Bill, as 
amended of the Legislature of Victoria, to establish a Constitution in and for the Colony of 
Victoria, 1855, 18 & 19 Vict., c. 55; An Act to repeal the Acts of Parliament now in force 
respecting the Disposal of the Waste Lands of the Crown in Her Majesty’s Australian Colonies, 


and to make other Provision in lieu thereof, 1855, 18 & 19 Vict., c. 56. 
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which took place in [blank]® between himself & the Colonial Secretary from 
which it appeared that the Legislature has this power. 
The Council adjourned to Thursday the 14th inst. at 11 A.M. 








Thursday, the 14th day of July, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment the Governor being pres- 
ent & the following members, Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser. 


The governor laid before the Council an “Act to provide for the resignation & 
vacating of seats in the House of Assembly, & for the Election of Members 
on vacancies,” intended as a Substitute for the Bill for creating Wardens of 
the Hills. The Bill was read a first time. 

The Bill for creating Wardens of the Hills was, on its second reading, rejected by 
the Council. 

The Governor laid before the Council certain petitions; namely 

1. From several respectable inhabitants of The Town of Victoria. 

2. A Petition containing 30 or 40 signatures. 

3. A Memorandum of a Minute of proceedings at a meeting on the sub- 
ject of the petitions. 

The petitioners prayed for a reduction in the price of country lands to 
actual settlers & that the price be fixed at 114 dollars per acre in 5 years. 

His Excelly. also informed the Council that he had replied to the petitioners 
to the effect 

1. That the Legislature had no authority. to alter the price of land. 

2. That he had himself had no authority. to do so. 

3. That therefore the only relief he could afford the petitioners was to 
allow a temporary reduction in the payment of the first instalment, the 
balance of such instalment being added in equal proportions to the three 
other instalments so as that whole sum paid should eventually amount to 
the prescribed sum of 20/. per acre. 

After full deliberation on the subject his Excellency requested a member of 
Council (Mr. Fraser) to draw up for transmission to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment a minute containing a statement of his Excellency’s Communications 
with the petitioners & embodying the sentiments of the Council on this subject. 
Among the latter was a written memorandum of the views entertained by 
another member, Mr. Finlayson. 

The “Bill to increase the number of representatives &c.” was read a second time 
& various amendments proposed. 

In the course of this meeting the subject of rules for the guidance of the proceed- 
ings of the Council was touched upon. 

The Council then adjourned to Saturday the 16th inst. at 10 A. M. 
9See Douglas to Henry Labouchere, 22 May 1856, and 31 October 1856, Vancouver 


Island, Governor, Despatches to London, and Labouchere to Douglas, 23 August 1856, Van- 
couver Island, Governor, Despatches from London, PABC. 
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Saturday, the 16th day of July, 1859 


Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment, the Governor being pres- 
ent and the following members: Messrs. Finlayson, Work, Fraser. 


Governor submitted to the Council a correspondence between himself & the 
Colonial Office, on the subject of the erection of Light Houses on the Coast of 
Vancouvers Island and the draught of a communication from His Excellency 
addressed to the House of Assembly this day asking that body to provide the 
means of supporting the Light Houses when erected. - 

His Excellency intimated his intention to take immediate measures for the 
erection of the Light Houses with all possible & prudent dispatch of which 
intention the Council, in view of the urgent necessity which exists for the lights 
highly approved. 

The Council also would add their high sense of the propriety & zeal with 
which his Excellency has brought this most important measure before Her 
Majesty’s Government, & would respectfully tender their thanks for the patri- 
otic & ready manner in which the Government has responded to His Excel- 
lency’s Call for aid in this matter. 


Act to provide for the Resignation & Vacancy of seats in the House of Assem- 
bly & for the Election of Members on Vacancies was read a Second time. 


Council then adjourned to Monday next. 








Monday, the 18th day of July, 1859 


Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment the Governor being pres- 
ent and the following members: Messrs. Finlayson, Work, Fraser, Cameron. 
Act to provide for the Resignation & Vacancy of seats in the House of Assem- 
bly & for the Election of Members on Vacancies, was read a third time & 
passed the Council. 

License Bill which passed the Council July 7th inst. and subsequently received 
certain amendments in the House of Assembly was again laid before the 
Council. 

His Excellency & the Council were of opinion that the Amendments of the 
Assembly had introduced certain inconsistencies into the Bill, & materially 
altered its character; but owing to the non-existence of any law upon the sub- 
ject for the present guidance of the magistrates, who were to hold an adjourned 
meeting for the purpose of granting licenses on the 21st inst., & to the im- 
possibility of procuring another meeting of the House before that time, owing 
to the absence of some of ye members, it was the opinion of the Council that 
the Bill should pass as amended in the Assembly; & the rather!° as the whole 
subject would have to be revised by the Legislature at no distant period. 

On these considerations therefore the Bill, as amended by the House re- 
ceived the assent of ye Council. 


10T.e., the more so. 
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“An Act to regulate the admission of Barristers, Attornies, & Solicitors of Colonial 
Courts, And Solicitors of the Supreme Court of Scotland in the Supreme Court 
of Civil Justice of Vancouvers Island,” was introduced & read but owing to 
Some imperfections in the drafting of the Bill it was withdrawn for improve- 
ment. 

A discussion arose on the Competency of the Legislature to deal with this 
subject which question was decided by a reference to a communication ad- 
dressed to the Governor by the Colonial Secretary who informed his Excel- 
lency that he had received a petition from the attornies of the Supreme Court 
of Edinburgh complaining that they were debarred from practising in the 
Courts of Vancouvers Island to which he had made reply that he would address 
the Governor on the subject with a view to its being brought under the con- 
sideration of the Legislature of the Colony whose province it was to grant 
them this permission. His Excellency had replied to this communication, 
suggesting that the proposed measure might be so framed as to give admission 
to Colonial Barristers as well as to the applicants referred to. 


(For Minute on Custom House Defalcations see Minutes of next Meeting.) 


The Council then adjourned to Thursday next at 11 o’clock. 








Thursday, the 21st day of July, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment, the Governor being pres- 
ent and the following members: Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald 
Fraser. 


The following minute omitted at the last meeting was read. 

His Excellency laid before the Council (July 18. 1859) a Memorial ad- 
dressed to the Governor & Council by Mr. Anderson, in reference to the in- 
vestigation now pending into the Custom House Defalcations. 

The Council declined entertaining, or passing any opinion on a Subject 
which they conceive to belong only to the Executive, & not to Come under 
their province as a legislative body. 


The Paper prepared by Mr. Fraser in accordance with the Minutes of Council of 
July 14 embodying the sentiments of the Council on the Subject of alterations 
in the system of disposing of the Crown Lands in this Colony was read & 
highly approved of by the Council and received the Signatures of the members 
present. 


The Act to admit Barristers &c. in the Supreme Court of Civil Justice was read a 
second time. 


The Subject of devising Ways & Means for carrying on the Expenses of the Govern- 
ment was again introduced before the Council by his Excellency who En- 
quired whether the Committee appointed July 8th inst. had taken the subject 





COUNCIL, VANCOUVER ISLAND 37 








into consideration. The Committee replied that not being possessed of any 
statistical information as to the amount of landed & other property in the 
Colony, they had not as yet been able to form any estimate on the Subject. 


His Excellency then ordered from the Land Office the following returns: 
1. Of the Rural Land sold in Vancouvers Island since the Commencement 
of the Colony, in the respective Districts separately stated. 
2. Of the number of Town Lots sold in Victoria & other Towns of Van- 
couvers Island during the Same period. 
3. Of the number of suburban Lots Similarly stated. 


The Council then adjourned to Tuesday next (July 26) at 10 A.M. 








Tuesday, the 26th day of July, 1859 





The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment; but owing to the number 
of members present being insufficient to form a quorum, the Council did not 
proceed to business, but was adjourned to Thursday next at 10 A. M. 








Thursday, the 28th day of July, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment the Governor being present 
and the following members: Messrs. Finlayson, Work, Fraser. 


The “Bill to enforce the Completion of Streets” was read a second time & largely 
discussed. 
The Council being of opinion that the operation of the Bill would in many 
points of view be oppressive, & disapproving generally of its principle, it 
was ordered to be laid upon the Table for revision. 


The subject of portions of the Old Saanitch Road, of which Government Street is 
a continuation, having been Sold by the Colonial Surveyor, was discussed; 
in reference to which his Excellency & the Council were of opinion that both 
on account of that road having been used as a public highway, having been 
improved at the public expense, as well as that it was the most convenient 
& suitable road as a continuation of Government Street, and an avenue into 
the Saanitch District, it was to be regretted that the Sale had been made. His 
Excellency, who had not been made aware of the transaction, had always 
been of opinion that Government St. should form the continuation of the road 
from the Saanitch Country to the sea, in the same manner as Fort St. was 
the proper Continuation of the road from the Country in that direction. 

His Excellency then appointed Mr. Finlayson, & Mr. Fraser, a select Com- 
mittee to make Enquiry of the Surveyor, Mr. Pemberton, on the following 
points: 

1. As to the reasons for which the land in question had been sold. 
2. As to the terms on which it might be bought back. 
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3. On the Subject of an official grade for all the Streets of the Town. 

The hardship & injury often accruing to owners of property from the want 

of an official grade, was insisted on in the Council, & various cases in point 
cited. 


The Council was informed from the Surveyor that the return of Land Sales (ordered 
July 21) was not yet ready. 


His Excellency then proceeded to lay before the Council information which he 
had received of the disembarcation, on the 20th inst. of American Troops on 
the Island of San Juan with a bastion, guns, ammunition &c. 


His Excellency was of opinion that this was an attempt to intimidate the 
Government into a Compromise, & that, while the wisest & most temperate 
measures Should be adopted, the firmest attitude should be maintained by 
the representatives of Her Majesty’s Government. 


His Excellency also informed the Council that he had just appointed Major 
de Courcy, to be Justice of the peace for the Island of San Juan, and had 
despatched him thither in HMS Satellite with instructions to warn off un- 
authorised persons from squatting on the grounds in question, & having thus 
taken such steps as the emergency seemed immediately to require, he wished 
to have the assistance and advice of the Council on the Subject. 


A long & anxious discussion then ensued, the Council being deeply sensible 
of the magnitude & importance of the Crisis. 


The discussion referred mainly to the following points 

1. As to who were entitled to make complaint against Squatters. 

2. As to the jurisdiction of the magistrate to take cognisance of pro- 
ceedings in case of trespass. 

3. An alleged reason given by the Americans for the invasion, namely, 
that it was necessary for the purpose of protecting themselves against the 
Indians. 

4. A suggestion that, not the magistrate, but the occupier of the lands, 
should warn off intruders. 

5. As to whether any arrangements had been come to between the 
Governments for the mutual occupation of the Island, pending the ad- 
justment of the boundary question. 

6. As to the terms & interpretation of the treaty itself, and the present 
State of the negotiations, in reference to which, Mr. Young, Secretary 
to the Boundary Commission, who was introduced to the Council by 
his Excellency, gave much interesting and valuable information. 


His Excellency also referred to a correspondence which had taken place 
in 1855 between Governor Stevens and himself, in reference to the Seizure 
of a number of sheep on San Juan Island, the property of the Hudson Bay 
Company, by an alleged official of the American Government, in which he, 
Governor Douglas, had remonstrated against the act, to which Governor 
Stevens had returned an evasive reply; & the matter was still under the Con- 
sideration of the two Governments. 
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The Bill for the Admission of Barristers was read a third time. 

Two main objections were waged against the Bill: 

1. It would admit a Class of lawyers not acquainted with practice of 
the English Law. 

2. A class of lawyers whose interest it would be to Encourage liti- 
gation. 

An objection was made also to the clause which provided that the Judge 
should examine and decide on the claims of the Candidates for admission; 
on the grounds that this might give occasion to arbitrary measures. It would 
be preferable that the form & scope of the Examination should be prescribed 
by some fixed regulation, & according to this the claims of candidates should 
be decided. 

The Bill was then referred for Revision. 


The Council was then adjourned till further notice. 











Saturday, the 3rd day of September, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to notice, the Governor being present and 
the following members—Messrs. Work, Finlayson, Fraser. 


The Governor proceeded to lay before the Council “A Bill to amend the Law re- 
lating to the Representation of Vancouvers Island and its Dependencies.” 
The Bill was read a first time, and a discussion took place on certain of its 
points but no material alteration was agreed upon. 


The Council then adjourned to Monday next at 10 A. M. 


Monday, the 5th day of September, 1859 





The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment the Governor being present 
& the following members: Messrs. Finlayson, Work, Fraser. 


Chief Justice Cameron who on account of his being required to preside at the 
Supreme Court this morning was unable to remain at this Meeting was pres- 
ent at its commencement & Signified his general concurrence with the “Bill 
to amend the Representation of Vancouver Island” which was read a first 
time at the last meeting. 

This Bill was again under the Consideration of the Council and read a 
second time. 


The “Bill for the Passage of an Act respecting Marriages in the Colony of Van- 
couvers Island & its Dependencies” as amended by the House of Assembly was 
under the consideration of the Council, and with the following words, rejected 
by the House of Assembly, namely “Parties may give what additional remuner- 
ation they think fit” Expunged, was duly passed. 
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The Bill for the Passage of an “Act respecting the property of Religious Institutions 
in the Colony of Vancouvers Island and its Dependencies” was read and with 
the following addition, made by the House of Assembly, namely “Nothing in 
this Bill shall empower any Trustees of any Religious Body to Construct or 
occupy land for burial purposes within Towns or Cities in Vancouvers Island 
or its Dependencies,” was duly passed. 


The Council then adjourned to to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 








Tuesday, the 6th day of September, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment the Governor being present 
& the following members: Messrs. Finlayson, Work, Fraser. 


The Bill to amend the Law relating to the Representation was read and duly passed. 


The Bill for the Admission of Barristers was again under consideration, & received 
certain verbal amendments. 


The Council then adjourned till further notice. 








Monday, the 12th day of September, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to notice the Governor being present & 
the following Members: Messrs. Finlayson, Work, Fraser, Chief Justice Cam- 
eron. 

The Governor laid before the Council the following Bills 

1. “A Bill to make provision for the registration of Voters” 
2. “A Bill to increase the number of Representatives of the people 
of this Colony in the House of Assembly.” 
which were read a first time. 


Adjourned to Tuesday Sepr. 13, at 1014 A.M. 











Tuesday, the 13th day of September, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment the Governor being present 
& the following Members: Messrs. Finlayson, Work, Fraser, Chief Justice 
Cameron. 

The “Bill to make provision for the Registration of Voters” and “The Bill to in- 
crease the number of Representatives” were again under the Consideration 
of the Council and passed. 


The Council then adjourned till further notice. 
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Saturday, the 22nd day of September, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to notice. 
Present: H.E. The Governor, Honbles. John Work, Donald Fraser. 


The Governor brought before the Council a Communication from the House of 
Assembly, forwarding a Petition from certain inhabitants of Vancouvers Is- 
land to the House praying for an alteration in the present Land System, and 
also an Address from the House to the Secretary for the Colonies on the Same 
Subject. 

On consideration The Council is of opinion that a reduction of the price 
of the Public Land to actual settlers is a very necessary measure; but that if 
such reduction be made, means should be adopted to prevent the Land be- 
coming the subject of Speculation to the prejudice of persons desiring to 
settle in the Country, and to improve the soil; Such as a certain amount of 
cultivation being effected within a given period &c. &c. 


The Council then adjourned until Monday next the 24th instant at 10 o’clock, A.M. 














Monday, the 24th day of October, 1859 


The Council met this morning at 10 o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: H.E. The Governor, Honbles. John Work, David Cameron, Donald Fraser, 
The following two Bills sent up from the House of Assembly, vizt. “A Bill to make 

provision for the Registration of Voters, and for other purposes relating 
thereto” and “A Bill to increase the number of Representatives of the People 
of this Colony in the House of Assembly” were both approved, finally passed 
by the Council, and assented to by His Excellency the Governor. 

“The Bill to amend the Law relating to the Representation of Vancouver’s Island 
and its Dependencies,” also sent up from the House of Assembly, was brought 
under the notice of the Council by His Excellency, and after discussion was 
approved with the Amendments of the House, except as respects the qualifi- 
cation of occupiers reduced by the House from £20 to £12, and the Free- 
holders’ qualification also reduced by the House from £100. to £20., both of 
which the Governor and Council are unanimously of opinion should be left 
at the higher rates. 

The Bill ordered to be returned to the House for re-consideration on these 

two points. 

“A Bill for the protection of the Wooden Bridges in Vancouvers Island and its 
Dependencies” Sent up from the House, read a first time. 

“A Bill for the passage of an Act to regulate the Interest of Money in the Colony 
of Vancouver’s Island, and its Dependencies,” Sent up from the House, read 
a first time. 

The last Bill, above mentioned, amended, and read a Second time. 


The Council then adjourned until Wednesday the 26th instant at 101% oclock A.M. 
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Wednesday, the 26th day of October, 1859 


The Council met this morning at 101% o’clock pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: H.E. The Governor, Honbles. John Work, David Cameron, Donald Fraser. 


“The Bill for the protection of the Wooden Bridges in Vancouver’s Island and its 
Dependencies” Read a Second time and Amended, and after Amendment, 
Read a third time and passed. 


“The Bill relating to Interest of Money” as amended, read a third time and passed. 


The Council then adjourned, Sine die. 








Thursday, the 3rd day of November, 1859 


The Council met this morning at 11 oclock pursuant to a notice issued on 
the 31st ultimo, for the Special purpose of meeting the House of Assembly in 
Conference on the Amendments of the House on the Representation Bill as 
respects the Qualification of Occupiers, reduced by the House from £20 to £12. 
and that of Freeholders reduced from £100. to £20. 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, Honbles. John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief 
Justice Cameron, and the following Members of the House of Assembly: Mr. 
Speaker Helmcken, Messrs. J. W. McKay, J. D. Pemberton, T. J. Skinner, and 
J. Yates. 


His Excellency after introducing the business of the Conference, and remarking that 
although in view of the various limitations of the franchise secured by other 
provisions of the Bill, he personally saw little danger likely to accrue from the 
proposed reductions, others were not of the same opinion; he concluded by 
saying that whatever they should mutually agree upon in this conference, he 
would assent to. His Excellency then retired. 

After a lengthened discussion, in which the Members of both Houses agreed 
on the expedience of altering the phraseology of that part of the Bill which 
related to the qualification arising from a “Beneficial” interest in a freehold 
Estate, in order to avoid the danger of several votes accruing from the same 
property, 

The Speaker informed the Council that the Members of the House of As- 
sembly were willing to agree to the following Compromise, namely, that the 
qualification of Voters in respect of Rental should be £/2., and in respect of 
Freehold property £50. 


The Council, although opposed to the proposed reductions, both on principle, 
and also on the consideration that the qualifications in question were those 
chosen by the House itself, yet seeing that the House was prepared rather to 
sacrifice the Bill than consent to any further modifications, and being at the 
same time of opinion that a further delay would create a Serious impediment to 
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the public business, gave their assent to the proposition of the House, Simply 
on the grounds of Expediency. 


The Council then adjourned to 3 o’clock P.M. to receive the Bill from the House, 
with the Said Amendments introduced. 





At 3 oclock p.m. the Council resumed its sitting. 
Present: H.E. the Governor, Hons. J. Work, D. Fraser. 


The Amended Bill as agreed upon by the Council and passed by the Assembly, 
received His Excellency’s Assent, and The Council then adjourned ’till further 
notice. 








Wednesday, the 7th day of December, 1859 


The Council met this morning pursuant to a notice issued yesterday for the 
Special purpose of attending on the occasion of His Excellency’s proroguing 
the House of Assembly. 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, Honbles. John Work, Rodk. Finlayson, 
Donald Fraser, and the following Members of the House of Assembly, Mr. 
Speaker Helmcken, Messrs. J. D. Pemberton James Yates, T. J. Skinner, J. 
W. McKay. 


His Excellency then proceeded to address the House. 

After adverting to their lengthened Session and the rapid progress of the 
Colony during the concluding period of it, and thanking them for their assis- 
tance in the conducting of the public business, he expressed a hope that the 
various constituencies would do their duty and return representatives who 
would carry out such measures as the circumstances of the Colony required; 
particularly as relating to the Encouragement of Agriculture; the development 
of fisheries; and other natural resources of the Country; Education, Roads, &c. 


The Secretary to the Council then Announced, that by His Excellency’s Command, 
the House of Assembly was prorogued until Thursday the 2nd of February next. 


The Members of the House of Assembly then withdrew. 
“The Bill to remove the remains of deceased persons from a deserted burial ground 


&c.” was read and discussed; but inasmuch as it did not provide for any period 
within which the bodies must be removed, it was rejected. 


The Council was of opinion that the bodies might be removed simply by 
the authority of the Executive. 


The Council then adjourned until further notice. 
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Thursday, the Ist day of March, 1860 


The Council met this morning pursuant to notice issued. 
Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice 
Cameron. 
The Members attended His Excellency to the Court House, and were present on the 
occasion of the opening of the First Session of the Second House of Assembly. 


On the conclusion of His Excellency’s address, the Members withdrew and the 
Council broke up. 





Wednesday, the 7th day of March, 1860 


The Council met this day. 
Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice Cameron. 


The Council proceeded to consider the subject of an Address to the Governor in 
reference to His Excellency’s Speech on the Opening of the Session on March 
1st, a copy of which was before the Council. 

It was moved by Mr. Finlayson and Seconded by Mr. Fraser, that the 
following Address be presented to His Excellency: 


To His Excellency James Douglas, Esqre. C.B. &c. &c. &c. Governor of Vancou- 
vers Island. 


The humble Address of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Vancouvers Island, 
May it please Your Excellency, 

The Legislative Council begs respectfully to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency’s Speech on the opening of the present Session of the Legislature, and to 
tender you the thanks of the Council therefor. 

The Council avails itself of this opportunity of Expressing its satisfaction at the 
general progress and improving condition of the Colony; and trusts that many of 
the measures referred to in Your Excellencys Speech will tend to advance its various 
interests. 

The Council begs to Assure Your Excellency that it is prepared to give its 
earnest attention to the Consideration of the Measures recommended by Your Excel- 
lency; and that its deliberations will be directed solely with the view of promoting the 
public good. 


Carried unanimously. 


It was then notified to the Governor that the Council were prepared to present the 
Address. 

On His Excellency’s arrival in the Council Chamber, The Honble. Rodk. 
Finlayson read the Address. 

The Governor replied that he had great satisfaction in receiving the Address 
of the Council, and that he should have much pride and pleasure in conveying 
to Her Majesty the information that Her faithful Council in Vancouvers Island 
were prepared to co-operate in measures affecting the public good. 


The Council then adjourned. 
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Monday, the 26th day of March, 1860 


The Council met this day at 3 oclock P.M. pursuant to notice issued. 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, 


Chief Justice Cameron, Donald Fraser. 


The Governor brought under the notice of the Council, the question of the price of 


The 


public land in the Colony. 

The Council are unanimously of opinion that a low price—say 4/. an acre, 
combined with occupation and improvement, would conduce to the general 
settlement of the Country. 

But the Council recommends that if the price is reduced, such conditions 
shall be imposed as will prevent large quantities of land being bought for 
Speculative purposes, to the prejudice of persons of limited means wishing to 
obtain land at a low price to cultivate it. 

A plan of pre-empting land, the Council is of opinion, would also enhance 
the benefits of a low price of land, as it would enable a Farmer to take immedi- 
ate possession without having to wait for Surveys; but the land must be so 
selected as not to leave out Rocks, Swamps &c. &c. 

The quantity to be pre-empted by each pre-emptor, the Council thinks 
should be 160 Acres. 

Although advocating a low price, the Council would object to tying up all 
the waste land of the Crown under a pre-emption system. They would wish 
that such a system would be established as would enable a capitalist to procure 
extensive quantities of land when required for laudable objects. Cases of this 
sort might be charged more than 4/. an acre, and conditions might be attached 
to them to prevent abuse. Power should be given to some body to regulate 
such cases. 

Subject of the Fees of the Courts of Law was discussed, and adjourned ’till 
next meeting of Council. 


[Memo.] a copy of this days Minutes Enclosed in Despatch to the Duke of New- 


castle March 29th 1860. 














Saturday, the 7th day of April, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to notice issued. 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, 


Donald Fraser, Chief Justice Cameron. 


His Excellency proceeded to lay before the Council, 1st An Address of the House 


of Assembly dated 2nd April 1860, asking him to order the lines of Road in 
the Several Districts therein mentioned to be definitely laid down. 2nd A Cor- 
respondence which has passed between Captain Stamp and His Excellency on 
the subject of a Contemplated Settlement on the Western Coast of Vancou- 
ver’s Island. 
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1. The Council unanimously approve of the measure proposed by the House 
in reference to the laying down the lines of Road, and beg to recommend His 
Excellency to call upon the landowners of the respective Districts to meet and 
elect a Committee of Three of their number for the purpose of carrying out the 
objects of the Address, and of reporting upon the same to His Excellency. 

2. The Council having carefully read the Correspondence with Captain 
Stamp, and having seriously considered the subject to which it relates, unani- 
mously approve of His Excellency’s action thereon; the Council being of opinion 
that the carrying out the proposed enterprise will be of the highest benefit to 
the Colony, and is deserving of every encouragement. 

The discussion on the subject of the Fees of the Courts of Law, was resumed and 
deferred for the revision of certain items in the Submitted Schedules. 

The question as to whether the Council had authority to exercise Executive as well 
as Legislative functions was discussed and deferred to the next meeting. 


The Council then adjourned to Tuesday next at 1% past 10 o’clock A.M. 








Tuesday, the 10th day of April, 1860 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment, His Excellency the Gover- 
nor being present, and the following Members: The Honbles. Roderick Fin- 
layson, John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice Cameron. 

The Council having again considered the Rules of Court, and the Fees of Court &c. 
&c, as set forth in the Schedules annexed thereto, do approve of the Same. 


The Council adjourned until further notice. 


Memorandum. the Minutes of Council, from July Sth 1859 to April 10 1860 inclu- 
sive, copied, and transmitted to the Secretary of State, by the Mail of 20th 
April, 1860. 











Tuesday, the Ist day of May, 1860 


The Council met this morning pursuant to notice issued. 


His Excellency the Governor being present, and the following Members, the 
Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser, C. J. Cameron. 


The Governor laid before the Council “A Bill to prevent the use of Stove-pipes, and 
render Compulsory the Building of Brick and Stone Chimnies within certain 
limits of the Town of Victoria”, which had passed the House of Assembly. 

The Bill was read a first time, and ordered to be read a Second time at the 
next Meeting of Council. 


The Council then adjourned until further notice. 
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Wednesday, the 20th day of June, 1860 


The Council met this morning pursuant to notice issued. 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, Honbles. John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief 
Justice Cameron. 


This being the Anniversary of Her Majesty’s Accession, the Council did not proceed 
to business, and adjourned to tomorrow at 11 oclock, A.M. 








Thursday, the 21st day of June, 1860 


The Council met this Morning pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: His Excellency the Governor, Honbles. John Work, Donald Fraser. 


The Honble. Chief Justice Cameron being detained by business in the Supreme 
Court, there was no quorum present, and The Council adjourned until Friday 
the 22nd instant. 








Friday, the 22nd day of June, 1860 


The Council met this morning pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, Honbles. John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief 
Justice Cameron. 


Subjects under discussion. 

1. “A Bill to provide for the Administration of Oaths in the House of As- 
sembly, and the production of Evidence before Committees of the Same” was 
read a first time. 

2. “The Bill to prevent the use of Stove Pipes and render compulsory the 
building of Brick and Stone Chimneys within certain limits of the Town of 
Victoria.” It was moved and Seconded that this Bill be read a Second time, 
and considered with the Bill to incorporate Victoria. 

3. An Address of the House of Assembly dated 18th June 1860, to His 
Excellency the Governor in the terms following, 

No. 9.—This House respectfully requests His Excellency the Governor to 
permit the official proceedings of the Council (or Upper House) of this Colony to 
be Conducted with the Same publicity as attends the Sittings of the Legislative 
Assembly of this Colony, 
having been Submitted to the Council by His Excellency the Governor for 
Consideration. 

The Council, after considering the Same, is of opinion that the Said Address, 
from its terms, does not apply to this Council; as, this Council (or “Upper 
House” as the Honorable the House of Assembly designates the Council) being 
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an independent Legislative Body, it has, as such, no “official proceedings” 
which His Excellency the Governor can “permit to be conducted with pub- 
licity.” 

It is ordered that the Clerk do furnish His Excellency with a Copy of this 
Resolution. 


The Council then adjourned to Monday, the 25th instant at 2 o’clock P.M. 











Monday, the 25th day of June, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, Honbles. John Work, Donald Fraser. 


The Council Adjourned ’till tomorrow in consequence of the detention of Chief 


Justice Cameron to a late hour in his Court. 








Tuesday, the 26th day to Friday, the 29th day of June, 1860 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, Honbles. John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief 


Justice Cameron. 


The Council engaged in Committee on the Bill undermentioned. 


The Council having resolved itself into a Committee of the whole to consider 
“The Bill to provide for the Administration of Oaths in the House of Assembly 
and the production of Evidence before Committees of the Same.” It was 
moved, Seconded and carried unanimously “That the ‘Title’ of the Bill do 
Stand.” 

It was moved, Seconded and carried unanimously, that the first Eighteen 
words of the Preamble do stand, and that after the word “Oaths” the words “or 
affirmations” be added; That the two words following, vizt. “to Members” do 
stand; That the remaining words of the Preamble be omitted, and the following 
inserted, “of the House of Assembly of Her Majesty’s Colony of Vancouver 
Island, and to Witnesses before Election Committees of the same: And whereas 
doubts exist as to the power of the Clerk of the Said House to administer Such 
Oaths and Affirmations and as to the power of the Chairmen of Election Com- 
mittees of the said House to administer such Oaths or Affirmations as may be 
necessary for the efficient discharge of the duties of such Committees.” That 
the word “Therefore” be inserted at the beginning of the enacting Clause. 

It was moved, seconded and Carried unanimously, That the whole of Clause 
First of the Bill be omitted, and the following words inserted; vizt.: I. “That . 
from and after the passage of this Act, the Honorable the Speaker, the Clerk, 
and the Sergeant at Arms of the said House of Assembly, shall have and may 
exercise the same powers in administering Oaths or Affirmations and all other 
powers as are by Law conferred upon, possessed and Exercised by Similar 
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Officers of the House of Commons of the Imperial Parliament of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.” 

It was moved, Seconded, and carried, That Clause Second of the Bill be 
omitted, and the following inserted, vizt. II. “That the Chairman and Members 
of Election Committees shall have and may Exercise, and they are hereby em- 
powered to Exercise, the Same powers and to administer Such or similar Oaths 
or Affirmations as are required and allowed by Law to Chairmen and Mem- 
bers appointed by the said House of Commons to enquire into Controverted 
Elections.” 

It was moved, Seconded and Carried That Clause Third of the Bill be 
omitted, and the following inserted, vizt. III. “That the Chairmen of Select 
Committees of the Said House of Assembly shall also have and may Exercise, 
as such Chairmen, the same and as full powers as are given to Chairmen of 
Select Committees of the Said House of Commons.” 

It was moved, Seconded and carried, That the whole remaining portions of 
the Bill, including the Schedules thereto annexed, be omitted, and the following 
inserted, vizt. IV. “And, That the form of the Oaths and Affirmations, War- 
rants, Summonses, Orders and other forms necessary for the due execution of 
this Act shall be Similar in the like cases, and have the Same force and effect 
as those used in the Said House of Commons, or as nearly as Circumstances 
will permit.” 

Read a Third time and passed, this 29th day of June A.D. 1860. 

The Council Adjourned sine die. 

















Tuesday, the 3rd day of July, 1860 


The Council met this morning pursuant to notice issued. 
Present: His Excellency the Governor, Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, 
Donald Fraser, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The following Bills were laid before the Council by His Excellency the Governor 
and read a first time. 
1. “The Currency Bill.” 
2. “A Bill for the protection of the Members of Fire Companies of Victoria.” 
3. “A Bill to extend the provisions of the Joint Stock Companies Acts 1856, 
1857 and 1858, to Vancouver Island and its Dependencies.” 


The Council adjourned to Tuesday the 10th instant, at 3 o’clock p.m. 








Tuesday, the 10th day of July, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice 
Cameron. 
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The “Currency Bill” was brought up for a Second reading. 
On reading the order it was moved, Seconded and carried unanimously 


“That this Bill be read a Second time this day Six months.” 


“The Bill for the protection of the Members of Fire Companies of Victoria”, was 
read a Second time, and ordered to be considered in Committee on Thursday 
next the 12th instant. 


“The Bill to extend the provisions of the Joint Stock Companies’ Acts 1856, 1857 
and 1858 to Vancouver Island and its Dependencies” was read a Second time, 
and ordered to be considered in Committee, clause by clause, on Thursday next 
the 12th instant. 


“A Bill to promote improvement in the breed of Live Stock in the Colony of Van- 
couvers Island” Was read a first time. 


The Honble. Chief Justice asked leave to bring in a Bill to provide for the deficiency 
of lawful Money in the Currency of the Colony. 


Granted, and ordered to be brought in accordingly. 


In connexion with the Fire Companies Bill, it was agreed that the President of the 
Council should request the favor of the attendance of the Foremen of the two 
Fire Companies and of the Hook and Ladder Company, at the Council Cham- 
ber on Thursday, next, at 12 o’clock. 


The Council then adjourned to Thursday next the 12 instant, at 12 o’clock. 


In conformity with the resolution in the last paragraph of the Minutes, the following 
circular was addressed to each of the undermentioned gentlemen, vizt. 
Wm. Pickett, Esquire, Foreman of the “Union Hook & Ladder Company.” 
James E. Wolfe, Esquire, President of the “Deluge Engine Company.” 
Thomas H. McCann, Esquire, President of the “Tiger Engine Company.” 


(Copy) 
Council Chamber 
Victoria, Vancouver’s Island 
10th July 1860. 
Sir 
I am directed by the President of the Legislative Council of Vancouver’s Island 
to request the favor of your attendance at the Council Chamber, James’ Bay, on 
Thursday next at 12 o’clock, to furnish such information as you may be possessed 
of, to the Council in Considering 
“The Bill for the protection of the Members of the Fire Companies of Victoria” 
now before the Council. 
You will please to bring with you the Bye-Laws, or the Rules and Regulations 
of your Company, if there are any such in Existence. 


I have the honor to be 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant 
(Signed) Joseph Porter. 
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Thursday, the 12th day of July, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last meeting having been read. 


The Council resolved itself into a Committee to consider “The Bill for the protection 
of the Members of the Fire Companies of Victoria”, and Examined two wit- 
nesses at length. 


The Council then adjourned to Tuesday the 17th instant at 1 o’clock P.M. 














Tuesday, the 17th day of July, 1860 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice 
Cameron. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


Evidence was taken on the Subject of “The Bill for the protection of the Members of 
the Fire Companies of Victoria.” 


“A Bill to declare certain Foreign Coins a Lawful Tender”, (introduced by Chief 
Justice Cameron) was read a First time. 


The Council adjourned to Friday, the 20th instant, at 3 o’clock P.M. 








Friday, the 20th day of July, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last Meeting were read and approved. 


On the order of the day for the 3rd Reading of the “Bill for the protection of the 
Members of Fire Companies of Victoria”, It was moved by Chief Justice 
Cameron that the IX Section may be amended by inserting the words “Shall 
continue and be in force for One Year from the passing thereof, and” after the 
word “Act” in the first line. 

Seconded by Hon. Rodk. Finlayson, and carried unanimously. 
The Bill was then read a third time and passed. 


“An Act to declare certain Foreign Coins a Lawful Tender”, was read a second 
time, and ordered to be considered in Committee. 


The Council adjourned to Tuesday next the 24th instant at 3 oclock P.M. 
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Tuesday, the 24th day of July, 1860 


The Council adjourned, by reason of there not being a quorum present, to Friday 
the 27th instant. 











Friday, the 27th day of July, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice 
Cameron. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and approved. 


The consideration of “The Bill to Extend the provisions of the Joint Stock Com- 
panies Acts 1856, 1857 and 1858 to Vancouver Island and its Dependencies” 
was resumed in Committee, and the following amendments unanimously 
agreed to; 

Section 2nd was struck out, and the other numbers altered accordingly. 
To Section 3rd the following words were added, at line 1, after the words “by 
the”—42nd Section of the Joint Stock Companies Act 1856.” 


To Section 6th the following words were added, “provided that all powers 
or functions assigned to any Judge or Court of Justice in England by any of 
the Said Acts, shall be Exercised by the said Supreme Court; And if in any of 
the said Acts different modes of procedures are required to be pursued in En- 
gland or in any other part of the United Kingdom the procedures required in 
England shall, Subject to the last preceding provision, be pursued in Vancou- 
ver’s Island and its Dependencies.” 

The following was inserted as Section 11th of the Act, namely, “11th The 
enactment as to the payment of Money, which by Section 83 of the Said Joint 
Stock Companies Act 1856 is required to be made to the Bank of England, 
shall at the discretion of the Said Court in lieu thereof be paid into any Incor- 
porated or Chartered Bank carrying on business in the Colony of Vancouvers 
Island”’. 


The Bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 


“An Act to declare certain Foreign Coins a lawful tender,” was considered 
in Committee; amended; brought up as amended; ordered to be engrossed, 
and to be read a Third time at the next meeting of Council. 


The Council adjourned to Tuesday next the 31st instant at 3 o’clock P.M. 
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Tuesday, the 31st day of July, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last meeting having been read and approved. 


The consideration of “The Bill to Extend the provisions of the Joint Stock Com- 
panies Acts 1856, 1857 and 1858 to Vancouver Island and its Dependencies” 
was resumed, and the following Amendments unanimously agreed to, 

Section III. amended to read as follows, “The 42nd Section of the said Act 
1856 shall be amended by omitting the words ‘the United Kingdom’ and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof the words ‘Vancouver Island and its Dependencies’.” 

Section XI. amended to read as follows, “All monies received as mentioned 
in Section 83 of the said Joint Stock Companies Act 1856 shall, in lieu of the 
Banks therein mentioned, be paid into any Incorporated or Chartered Bank 
carrying on business in the Colony of Vancouver Island.” 

The Bill, as amended, was read a Third time, and passed. 


“The Bill to declare certain Foreign Coins a Lawful Tender” was read a Third time, 
and passed. 


The Council then adjourned to Tuesday, the 7th August, at 3 oclock P.M. 











Tuesday, the 7th day of August, 1860 


The Council adjourned, by reason of there being no business before it, until Tuesday 
the 14th instant, at 3 o’clock P.M. . 











Tuesday, the 14th day of August, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice 
Cameron. 


The Minutes of last Meeting were read and approved. 


The following Acts, received from the House of Assembly, vizt. 
1st “An Act to apply the Sum of £9364. out of the General Revenue 
&e. &c.” 
2.—‘An Act for the payment of Certain Salaries.” 
3.—“An Act to Apply the Sum of £3207:14:1. out of the General 
Revenue &c. &c.” 
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4. “A Bill for rendering the administration of Justice in minor 
Criminal cases more Speedy and certain.” 
were read a First time, and ordered to be brought up for Second reading on 
Thursday the 23rd instant. 


The Council adjourned to Thursday the 23rd instant, at 3 oclock P.M. 


Thursday, the 23rd day of August, 1860 


There being no quorum, The Council adjourned to Tuesday the 28th instant at 3 
o’clock P.M. 








Monday, the 27th day of August, 1860 


The Council met this day at 3 o’clock P.M. pursuant to notice issued. 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, and the following Members, Honbles. R. 
Finlayson, Donald Fraser, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 


The following Bills were taken up for Second Reading. 
1. “An Act for the payment of Certain Salaries.” 
2. “An Act to apply the sum of £3207:14:1. out of the General 
Revenue &c.” 
3. “An Act to apply the Sum of £9364. out of the General Revenue &c.” 


The following Bills, sent up from the House of Assembly, were read a first time. 
1. “An Act to improve the Streets in the Town of Victoria”. 
2. “An Act to make provision for the Pilotage of the Harbours of Victoria 
and Esquimalt.” 


The Council then adjourned to tomorrow, Tuesday the 28th instant, at 1 oclock 
P.M. 


Previous to the Adjournment, His Excellency the Governor informed the Council 
of his intention to proceed to British Columbia tomorrow, where he would be 
absent for some weeks; further that the Admiral had been notified to the Same 
effect; and that the Senior Member of Council would act for the Governor in 
his absence. 











Tuesday, the 28th day of August, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice 
Cameron. 
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The following Bills were read a Third time and passed, 
1. “An Act for the payment of Certain Salaries.” 
2. “An Act to apply the Sum of £3207:14:1 out of the General Revenue 
&e.” 
3. “An Act to apply the Sum of £9364. out of the General Revenue &c.” 


“An Act to improve the Streets in the Town of Victoria”, was read a Second time. 
It was moved, Seconded and Carried That the Rules be Suspended, to permit 
the “Act to improve the Streets in the Town of Victoria” to be read a Third 
time, on account of the urgency of the measure. 
“An Act to improve the Streets in the Town of Victoria” was read a Third 
time, and passed. 


The Council adjourned until further notice. 














Thursday, the 30th day of August, 1860 


The Council met this day, pursuant to the request of the Honble. Chief 
Justice Cameron. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 


The Honorable the Chief Justice stated that he had received from, and was author- 
ized by His Excellency the Governor, to hand a letter, of which the following 
is a copy, to the Honorable Roderick Finlayson, the Senior Member. 


Government House 
August 28th 1860 
Sir 
As it is probable that many Bills of great importance and urgency, may be 
brought before the Council during my absence from Vancouver Island, I hereby 
empower and authorize you to give my assent to the Same, Provided always, that 
you be satisfied that any delay in their coming into operation would be prejudicial to 
the interest of the Colony; and Provided they contain nothing that is repugnant to 
the Laws of England, and contrary to my instruction from Her Majesty the Queen. 


I have the honor to be Sir 
Your obedient Servant 
(Signed) James Douglas 
Governor. 
To the Honble. Roderick Finlayson 
Senior Member of the Council. 


The Council then adjourned to Friday the 31st instant at 1 o’clock P.M. 











Friday, the 31st day of August, 1860 


The Council met this day at 1 o’clock P.M. pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice 
Cameron. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


56 31 AUGUST 1860 


Mr. Finlayson, the Senior Member of Council, informed the Council that His 
Excellency the Governor having left the Colony for a short period, as appears 
by his letter in the Minutes of yesterday, he, Mr. Finlayson, has undertaken 
to perform the duties and functions of Governor, in virtue of Said letter, and 
of the 40th Section of Her Majesty’s Instructions to the Governor. 


The Council then adjourned till further notice. 











Wednesday, the 12th day of September, 1860 


The Council met this day, pursuant to notice issued. 
Present, Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, Senior Member, John Work, Donald Fraser, 
Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 
The following Bills sent up from the House of Assembly, were brought before the 
Council; 
1. “A Bill to authorize and regulate the Sale of Fermented and Spirituous 
Liquors,” read a first time. 
2. “A Bill to provide for the Repair Improvement and Regulation of Roads 
in Vancouver Island and its Dependencies,” read a first time. 
3. “An Act to levy an Annual Tax of £1. per centum on the value of all 
Real Estate in the Colony of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies”; read a 
first time, and ordered to be printed. 


The Council then adjourned to Tuesday next the 18th instant. 








Tuesday, the 18th day of September, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, Senior Member, John Work, Donald Fraser, 
Chief Justice Cameron. 

The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 

The following Bills, vizt. 1. “The Road Act 1860” and 2. “The Bill to authorize 
and regulate the Sale of Fermented and Spirituous Liquors”; were read a 
Second time, and ordered to be considered in Committee at the next Meeting 
of Council. 

The Council then adjourned to Wednesday the 26th instant. 











Wednesday, the 26th day of September, 1860 


There being no quorum present the Council adjourned to Tuesday October 2nd 
1860. 
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Tuesday, the 2nd day of October, 1860 


There being no quorum present, the Council adjourned until further notice. 











Wednesday, the 10th day of October, 1860 


The Council Met this day pursuant to notice issued. 

His Excellency the Governor being present, and the following Members: Honbles. 
Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 

The “Bill to authorise and regulate the Sale of Fermented and Spirituous Liquors”, 
was considered in Committee, brought up, read a third time, and passed, with 
a Rider to be added Explaining that the “fermented liquors” mentioned in 
Clause 3, of Section 1, Shall be construed to mean Wines of any description. 

“The Act to impose certain Duties in respect of certain trades and occupations”, was 
read a First time. 

“An Act for erecting and maintaining a Beacon Light at the entrance of the Harbor 
of Victoria,” was read a First time. 

“A Bill to provide for the repair, improvement, and regulation of Roads in Van- 
couver Island and its Dependencies” was ordered to be Engrossed, and further 
considered in Committee. 

The Council adjourned until tomorrow, Thursday October 11th at 1 o’clock P.M. 














Thursday, the 11th day of October, 1860 


The Council met this day at 1 o’clock P.M. pursuant to adjournment, His Excellency 
the Governor being present and the following Members, Honbles. Rodk. 
Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser. 

“An Act to impose certain Duties in respect of certain Trades and occupations” was 
read a Second time. 

“An Act for Erecting and maintaining a Beacon Light at the entrance of the Harbor 
of Victoria” was read a Second time. 

The Council then adjourned until Friday the 12th instant at 1 o’clock P.M. 











Friday, the 12th day of October, 1860 


The Council met this day at 1 o’clock P.M. pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice 
Cameron. 
The “Road Act 1860” was considered in Committee. 


58 12 OCTOBER 1860 


The “Trade Licenses Act 1860” was considered in Committee, brought up, read a 
Third Time, and passed, with a recommendation that the House of Assembly 
shall be pleased to add to the Preamble thereof the following words, vizt. 
“Within the Colony of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies”’. 

And to the Enacting Clause after the word “Assembly”, shall add “of 
Vancouver Island and its Dependencies”. 

And after the word “following” in the fourth line of the First Clause, add the 
words “in the Said Colony and its Dependencies”. 

And after the word “advance” in the 9th line of the Same Clause, shall add 
the words “to and”. 


The Council then adjourned until Wednesday the 17th instt. at 1 o’clock P.M. 











Wednesday, the 17th day of October, 1860 


The Council met this day, pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice 
Cameron. 

The following Acts were received from the House of Assembly, 

1. “An Act prohibiting the Sale or gift of Intoxicating Liquors to the 
Indians” 
2. “An Act to declare certain Foreign Coins a Lawful Tender,” 
returned Amended. 

“The Bill to regulate the Sale of Fermented and Spirituous Liquors,” passed, with a 
Rider, in Council the 10th of October, was received from the House of 
Assembly with the following Resolution. 

That this House is of opinion that the Amendment to the Act to authorize and 
regulate the Sale of Fermented and Spirituous Liquors, sent down by the Honorable 
Council, virtually alters the scale of taxation in that Act fixed by this House; and 
this House is also of opinion that the acceptance of Such an Amendment would be a 


surrender of its most important Privilege, and must therefore decline to consider the 
Same. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday the 19th instant, at 1 o’clock, P.M. 


Friday, the 19th day of October, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last meeting having been read. 
“The Indian Liquor Act 1860” sent up from the House of Assembly, was read a 
First time. 


“The Act to declare certain Foreign Coins a Lawful tender” was taken up and dis- 
cussed. 


The Council then adjourned to Thursday next, the 25th instant at 1 o’clock P.M. 
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Thursday, the 25th day of October, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


The following Bills were received from the House of Assembly, vizt. 
1. “An Act to confirm certain persons in the fee-simple of the Real Estate 
which they now hold.” 
2. “A Bill to declare the limitation of certain causes of Action and Suit”. 


“The Indian Liquor Act 1860” was read a Second Time. 


“The Act to confirm certain persons in the fee Simple of Real Estate” was read a 
First Time. 


“A Bill to declare the limitation of Certain causes of Action and Suit” was read a 
First Time. 


“The Road Act 1860” was considered in Committee. 
The Council then adjourned until Tuesday the 30th instant at 2 o’clock P.M. 








Tuesday, the 30th day of October, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser.11 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


The following Bills were received from the House of Assembly, vizt. 

1. “A Bill to provide for the Yearly Registration of Voters, and other pur- 
poses relating thereto.” 

2. “An Act to amend the Scale of Fees charged for the entrance and clear- 
ance of Vessels; licenses to Scows, boats and other craft; and dues for landing 
permits; as well as other matters relating to the same in the Port of Victoria 
including Esquimalt.” 

3. “An Act to authorize the raising of a loan of £10,000 upon the security 
of the Dues and Monies levied by virtue of the ‘Victoria and Esquimalt Harbor 
Dues Act 1860’.” 


“The Act to confirm certain persons in the fee-simple of Real Estate,” was read a 
second time. 


“A Bill to declare the limitation of certain causes of Action and Suit,” was read a 
Second Time. 


“The Indian Liquor Act 1860” was read a Third time and passed. 


11 Cameron’s name was originally listed among those present on this day, and 13 and 19 
November but was subsequently struck out and initialled by Cameron. 
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“The Victoria and Esquimalt Harbour Dues Act 1860”, was read a First time. 


“The Act to authorize the raising of a Loan of £10,000 on Harbour Dues” was read 
a First Time. 


“The Bill to provide for the Yearly Registration of Voters,” was read a First Time. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday the 2nd November, at 1 o’clock P.M. 








Friday, the 2nd day of November, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Hons. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


“The Bill to provide for the Yearly Registration of Voters,’ was read a Second time, 
and appointed to be considered in Committee, at next Meeting of Council. 


The Council then adjourned to Tuesday the 13th Instant. 








Tuesday, the 13th day of November, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


“The Act for the improvement of the Harbor of Victoria, and the removal of the 
present Victoria Bridge,” with the accompanying plan &c., was received from 
the House of Assembly. 


The said Act was read a First time. 


“The Road Act 1860” was considered in Committee, clause by clause, and the 
Council resolved to return the same to the House of Assembly with a sugges- 
tion, that, as the Act imposes a commutation in Money for labour, it might be 
construed to come within the category of a Money Bill, the House shall be 
pleased to reconsider the same, and adopt the Amendments of the Council 
thereon. 


The Council then adjourned to Monday next the 19th instant. 
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Monday, the 19th day of November, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


“The Victoria and Esquimalt Harbour Dues Bill 1860” was read a Second time, 
and the following Amendments were proposed, Seconded and carried, 
In the Enacting Clause, at line 4, after the word “the” and before the word 
“consent”—insert the words “advice and”. 
In clause V. at line 18, strike out the word “price” and insert in lieu thereof 
the word “sum”. 
In clause VI. at line 14, after the word “‘goods” insert the words “so landed”. 


“The Victoria Harbor Act 1860” was read a Second time, and the following 
amendment was proposed, seconded and carried; 
In the Enacting Clause, at line 4, after the word “Assembly” insert the words 
“of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies”. 


“An Act for rendering the Administration of Justice in Minor Criminal Cases more 
speedy and certain” was read a Second time, and the following Amendments 
were proposed, seconded and carried. 

In the enacting Clause, at line 4, before the word “‘consent” insert the words 
“advice and” and at line 5, after the word “Assembly” add the words “of 
Vancouver Island and its Dependencies.” 

The following clause to be added to the Act, “Clause 9. This Act may be 
cited as ‘The Minor offences Act 1860’.” 


“The Limitation of Foreign Actions Act 1860” was read a Third time, and the 
following Amendment was carried. 
In the Enacting Clause, at line 4, after the word “the” insert the words 
“advice and” 
And the Act as so Amended—passed. 


“The Act to confirm certain persons in the fee-Simple of Real Estate” was read a 
Third Time, and the following Amendments were proposed, Seconded and 
carried. 

In the Preamble, at line 18, after the word “Same” insert the words 
good faith.” 

In Clause I. at line 5, strike out the words and figures “1st January 1860” 
and insert in lieu thereof the words “passage of this Act”, and 

In Clause XI. (short title) strike out the words “fee simples” and insert in 
lieu thereof the word “Titles”. 

And the Act as so amended—passed. 


Ges 


m 


“An Act to amend the Registration of Voters Act 1859” was introduced by Mr. 
Fraser, and Read a First Time. 
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On motion of Mr. Fraser, the order for going into Committee on the “Bill to provide 
for the Yearly Registration of Voters” was discharged. 

“An Act to make provision for the Pilotage for the Harbours of Victoria and 
Esquimalt”, was read a Second time, and ordered to be considered in 
Committee. 


The Council then adjourned to Wednesday the 21st instant, at 1 o’clock P.M. 











Wednesday, the 21st day of November, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


1. “The Victoria and Esquimalt Harbour Dues Act 1860” was read a Third Time 
and passed. 


2. “The Victoria Harbour Act 1860” was taken up and considered, and the 
following Amendments were proposed, Seconded and Carried, vizt. 

After the word “certificate” and before the word “in” on the 4th line of 
Clause XII. to insert the words “Signed by The Governor and Sealed and 
countersigned by the Colonial Secretary of Vancouver Island”— 

to add Form A to the Schedule to the Bill appended;— 
to strike out the letter E and to insert the letter B in the 23rd line of 
Clause XIII. 
The Bill was then read a Third Time and passed. 


“The Minor Offences Act 1860” was read a Third time and passed. 
“The Annual Registration of Voters Act 1860” was read a Second time. 


“The Real Estate Tax Act 1860” was read a Second time, and the following 

Amendments proposed, seconded and carried, vizt. 

In the last line of the Preamble to the Bill after the words “Her Majesty” 
insert “Her Heirs.” 

In the Enacting Clause after the word “advice” insert “and consent.” 

In the 12th line of Clause III after the words ‘Her Majesty” insert “her 
Heirs.” 

In the second line of part 5 Clause XVI strike out the words “upon oath.” 

In the last line of Clause XX Strike out the word “land” and insert the 
words “Real Estate.” 


“The Road Act 1860” was read a Third time and passed. 
The Council then adjourned until Friday the 23rd instant at 1 o’clock P.M. 
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Friday, the 23rd day of November, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser. 
The Minutes of last meeting having been read. 


“The Victoria Bridge Removal Act 1860” was read a Second Time, and evidence 
taken as to the Sufficiency of the proposed Bridges, and as to the eligibility of 
the proposed line of new Road. The Bill was then ordered to be considered in 
Committee at next meeting of Council. 


“The Real Estate Tax Act 1860” was taken up, reconsidered, and the following 
Amendments proposed seconded and Carried in addition to the amendments 
made at last meeting of Council, vizt., 

To fill up the blank in line 3, of Clause XXXII by inserting the words 
“commit or allow”. 

The Bill was thereafter, with the several Amendments thereto, read a Third 
time and passed. 


The order to consider “The Voters Registration Act 1860” was discharged, and it 
was moved Seconded and carried “That the Bill be read again this day Six 
Months.” 


“The Annual Registration of Voters Act 1860” was read a third time and passed. 
The Council then adjourned until Monday the 26th instant at 1 o’clock P.M. 








Monday, the 26th day of November, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


“The Victoria Bridge Removal Act 1860” was taken up and considered in Com- 
mittee, and Evidence taken upon the plans and Specifications, and the further 
consideration of the Bill postponed until the next meeting of Council. 


The Council then adjourned to Thursday next the 29th instant, at 1 o’clock P.M. 














Thursday, the 29th day of November, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser. 
The Minutes of last meeting having been read. 


“The Victoria Bridge Removal Act 1860” was further considered in Committee, 
and additional evidence taken upon the subject of the plans and Specifications. 
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The Bill was ordered to be further considered; and one of the plans ordered 
to be amended. 


His Excellency the Governor laid before the Council a paper embracing a plan to 
promote the Settlement of the Colony, by rendering more Easy and liberal the 
mode of obtaining Agricultural Land in Vancouver Island and its Dependencies, 
to which His Excellency begged the earnest and Serious consideration of the 
Council. 


The Council received His Excellency’s paper on the above Subject, and it 
was ordered to be taken into consideration at next meeting. 


Mr. Cameron filed the following Protest, which was ordered to be entered on the 
Journals, 


I dissent to the passage of the Bill entituled “A Bill to provide for the Repair, 
Improvement, Laying out, and Regulation of Roads, in Vancouver Island and its 
Dependencies”—as a Law for this Colony, for the following reasons, 


First. Because the Laws already in existence if enforced relative to the repairs 
of Highways, are effectual and sufficient to meet the necessity for which this Bill has 
been introduced. With regard to these and all other Laws, I may observe that it 
was determined long ago and laid down as a Rule by the Lords of the Privy Council, 
“That if there be a new and uninhabited country found out by English Subjects, as 
the Law is the birthright of every Subject, so, wherever they go they carry their 
Laws with them, and therefore such new found Country is to be governed by the 
Laws of England”. 


On this Rule it is my duty to hold that the Laws of England in existence at the 
reading of Governor Blanshard’s Commission (on his arrival here) were by that very 
act, established as the Laws that were thenceforth to govern this Colony, and it there- 
fore follows that the Laws of England relating to highways are now in existence, and 
merely wait the action of the Executive to put them in operation. 


Second. Because this Bill revives the system of Statute Labour for the repairs of 
Highways, which has been abolished in England since the year 1835 by the 5 & 6 
Will. [William] IV. ch. 50. It was there found from the evidence of persons of the 
greatest practical experience that there was not only a great waste of labour on the 
Highways under this system to the great disadvantage of the Public, but also that it 
was impossible to adopt the improvements which had been so successfully introduced 
on other Roads in various parts of the Kingdom. This reason is equally cogent here 
against its revival, as from the greatly enhanced cost of labour the Public interest will 
suffer more from its waste. 


Third. Because the mode in which this Bill directs the assessment of the Tax of 
labour to be made is most grievously unequal: inasmuch as the Six days labour or 
the composition therefor of six shillings and three pence per day is to be assessed 
without reference to the value of property; so that in fact the poor man who rents a 
small house and lives only by his daily labour, must contribute the same quantity of 
labour or money as his richer neighbour who is the possessor of land (it may be all 
in cultivation) to the extent of One Hundred Acres with a substantial Dwelling 
House, outhouses, Barns, and Live Stock thereon, altogether amounting to great 
value. 


Fourth. Because the Town of Victoria is excepted from the operation of the 
Bill. If it is not equitable for the Town, it can scarcely be equitable for the Country. 


Fifth. Because the provision for recovering unpaid compositions for the labour 
Tax by selling the Lands of defaulting parties who may be absent from the Colony, 
or who may not have sufficient foods and chattels to satisfy a distress, is totally 
unknown and repugnant to the laws of England. It will destroy the rights of third 
parties who may have an interest in the land by way of Reversion or Remainder, and 
effectually reduce its value as a Security for money in the estimation of the Capitalist. 
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Sixth. Because that this great change in the Law for the recovery of Taxes, 
affecting as it does all the Laws relating to Real Property, is foreign to the Bill and 
tacked on without notice in the Title or Preamble, a practice which has been 
denounced by High Authority as unparliamentary and tending to the destruction of 
the Constitution. 

(Signed) Davd. Cameron 
Chief Justice. 


The Council then adjourned until Monday next the 3rd December at 1 o’clock P.M. 




















Monday, the 3rd day of December, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: The Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser. 


The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 
The following Bills were received from the House of Assembly. 


“A Bill to facilitate the transfer of Real Estate and the Registration of 
atles: 


2. “A Bill to incorporate the Victoria Gas Company.” 


“The Victoria Bridge Removal Act 1860” was then taken up and the following 
Amendments thereto, and to the Specification marked Schedule C. and to the 
plans accompanying the Bill, were proposed Seconded and Carried. 


Amendments to the Bill. 


1. To add to the Enacting Clause the words ‘“‘advice and” before the 
word “consent”. 

2. To strike out the word “Communication” and insert the words 
“Road and Bridges” in the 2nd and 3rd lines of Section III. To add the 
words “According to the Specification hereto annexed” after the word 
“Completed” in the 2nd line of the Same Section. 

3. To add the word “thereof” after the word “piles” and before the 
word “or” on the 13th line of the Same Section; and to Strike out the 
words “so as to leave no part thereof projecting above the bed of the 
Harbour” from the last line of the Same Section. 

4. To insert the words “bond with” after “a” and before “sufficient” 
on the 6th line of Section IV. 

5. To Strike out the word “further” from the last line but one of the 
Same Section. 


Amendments to Plans & Specifications, 


6. That 15 inch piles be used, (instead of 12 inch, as proposed). 

7. That the depth from highwater mark to the foundation shall be 
shewn on a drawing. 

8. That the proposed Grade and relative levels of the Bridges for 50 
yards at Each End of both, be shewn on the Plan marked “Trial Section 
for Road.” 

9. That the centre Span of both Bridges shall be not less than 35 feet. 
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10. That Iron Bolts shall be used to fasten the caps of the Pile Heads 
(instead of Spikes as proposed). 

11. That a substantial Draw which will work Easily, and with little 
labour, be placed in each Bridge, as the Council Considers Draws in the 
Bridges essential for the public convenience. 

12. That the junction of the New Road with the present Esquimalt 
Road, at or near the point marked E on Plan A shall be exactly opposite 
the point of divergence of the alteration in the Esquimalt Road from the 
present one, which is in contemplation to be made to the Southward of 
the Esquimalt Road, with the view of avoiding the hill or hills near Mr. 
Russell’s House. 

The plans having been altered and amended in Committee, and a “view of 
the Draws” and a “Trial Section for the Road” having been Supplied to the 
Council, the Bill with the above Amendments thereto, and to the plans and 
Specifications which are taken to be and considered as part of the Bill itself, 
was read a third time and passed. 

“The Victoria Gas Company’s Act 1860” was Read a first time. 

“The Land Registry Act 1860” was read a first time. 

“An Act to confirm certain Titles to real property in Vancouver Island” was intro- 
duced by Mr. Fraser, and Read a first time. 

The Council then adjourned ’till tomorrow, Tuesday the 4th instant at 1 o’clock P.M. 











Tuesday, the 4th day of December, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice 
Cameron. 
The Minutes of last meeting having been read. 


“An Act to confirm certain Titles to real property in Vancouver Island”’ was read 
a Second time. 

“The Victoria Gas Companys Act 1860” was read a Second time. 

The Council then adjourned to Wednesday Decr. Sth at 1 o’clock P.M. 








Wednesday, the 5th day of December, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last meeting having been read. 


The following amendments to the “Bill to incorporate the Victoria Gas Company” 
were moved Seconded and Carried. 
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1. To strike out Clauses I, II, III, of the Bill. 

2. To strike out 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 
and 16th and to insert in lieu thereof before each Clause, beginning with Clause 
4th,— 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th and 13th. 

3.—To insert at the beginning of clause 1st as amended, the words “The 
said Company” and to strike out the words “the said Company” on the Second 
line of the same Clause. 

4. To Strike out the words “requiring the same” from the 8th line of Clause 
2nd as amended. 

5. To insert the word “cubic” after the word “thousand” and before the 
word “feet” on the 3rd line of Clause 3rd as amended. 

6. To insert at the end of the same clause (and as an addition thereto) the 
following words “and shall supply as much Gas as may be required for lighting 
the Streets of Victoria within 50 feet of any Main laid by the Company at the 
price of £1.5s/-. per thousand cubic feet.” 

7. To insert the word “Gas” after the letter “a” and before the word 
“Meter” in the 6th line of Clause 4th as Amended. 

8. To insert the words “accurately measuring” after the word “for” and 
before the word “the” in the 7th line of the same Clause. 

9. To insert the words “fair market” after the letter “a” and before the 
word “‘price” in the 8th line of the same clause. 

10. To insert the word “Gas” after the word “and” and before the word 
“Meter” in the 11th line of the same Clause. 

11. To insert the words “nothing herein contained” at the beginning of 
Clause 7th as Amended. 

The Bill was read a third time with the above amendments, and passed. 


“An Act to confirm certain Titles to Real Property in Vancouver Island” was read 
a third time and passed. 


The Council received a letter from H. E. the Governor, Enclosing two Petitions from 
the inhabitants of Victoria and Esquimalt, praying that the present Victoria 
Bridge may not be removed. 

The Bill referred to was, however, passed on a previous day, with amend- 
ments, and returned to the House of Assembly. 


The Council then adjourned until further notice. 

















Friday, the 7th day of December, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to Summons from His Excellency the 
Governor. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Donald Fraser, Chief Justice 
Cameron. 
The Minutes of last Meeting were read. 
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The Council having carefully considered the Plan submitted by His Excellency the 
Governor, on the 29th Ultimo for Pre-empting Crown Lands in the Colony, 
is of opinion that some system which will encourage the settlement of the 
waste Lands of the Crown is very desirable to be established. The Council 
approves of the principle involved in the Plan submitted by His Excellency; 
and recommends that it be adopted with the modifications suggested thereon, 
as well as those verbally submitted to His Excellency by the different Members 
of Council. 


“The Bill to facilitate the transfer of Real Estate and to provide for the Registration 
of Titles” was read a Second time. 


The Council then adjourned Sine die. 











Wednesday, the 12th day of December, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to summons from His Excellency the 
Governor. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last meeting having been read. 


The following Acts and Bills were received from the House of Assembly. 

1. “An Act to amend the Registration of Voters Act 1859” with amend- 
ments. The Amendments of the House of Assembly were agreed to, and the 
Act as Amended, passed. 

2. “The Victoria Gas Company’s Act 1860” with Amendments was con- 
sidered, and the amendments of the House of Assembly agreed to, and The 
Bill, as amended, passed. 

3. “The Victoria Bridge Removal Act 1860”—with the Council Amend- 
ments, Agreed to. 


“The Bill to facilitate the transfer of Real Estate and to provide for the Registration 
of Titles” was further Considered in Committee. 


The Council then adjourned until further notice. 





Thursday, the 20th day of December, 1860 


The Council met this day, pursuant to summons issued. 


Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


The following Acts were received from the House of Assembly. 
1. “An Act to authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island and its De- 
pendencies to grant certain privileges to the Constructors of a Powder Maga- 
zine” which was read a first time. 
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2. “An Act to confirm certain titles to real property in Vancouvers Island” 
the same having been agreed to in the House of Assembly. 

“The Bill to facilitate the transfer of Real Estate, and to provide for the Registration 
of Titles” was further considered in Committee; was amended, brought up, 
ordered to be Engrossed and read a third time on Monday next. 

The Rules of Council were Suspended, and the “Powder Magazine Act 1860” was 
read a Second time, and ordered to be considered in Committee on Monday 
next. 

The Council then adjourned to Monday 24th December. 











Monday, the 24th day of December, 1860 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


“The Bill to facilitate the transfer of Real Estate and to provide for the Registration 
of Titles” was read a third time and passed. 


The Council then adjourned to Wednesday the 2nd January 1861. 











Wednesday, the 2nd day of January, 1861 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 

“An Act to afford redress to persons whose property is damaged by Animals tres- 
passing within Enclosures” was received from the House of Assembly, and read 
a First time. 

Moved by Mr. Finlayson and carried unanimously, “That Mr. Porter who has been 
acting as Clerk of the Council for some time past, shall be paid a gratuity of 
Fifty Pounds Sterling out of the money voted for the use of the Council.” 

The Council then adjourned to Friday next the 4th instant at 2 o’clock P.M. 














Friday, the 4th day of January, 1861 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 
The Resolution returned from the House of Assembly with the “Bill to regulate the 
Sale of Fermented and Spirituous Liquors” received on the 17th of October 
last was taken into consideration. 


70 4 JANUARY 1861 


It was moved by Mr. Cameron, That the Bill be returned to the House of 
Assembly with the following Resolution. 

Resolved, that the Council, disclaiming as it does, any wish to infringe on any 
privilege that the Assembly may possess, is ignorant that the Assembly’s 
privileges are other than those of the Council, except the privilege conferred by 
a Law passed during the present Session, giving the House of Assembly the 
power to delegate to Election and Special Committees the same power as is 
possessed by such Committees of the House of Commons in England. The 
House of Assembly and the Council alike derive their authority from the same 
source, vizt. The Commission, and Instructions accompanying it, from the 
Crown to the Governor; and under that authority have both a similar privilege 
of freedom of speech and debate. They are two Co-ordinate branches of a 
Legislature, instituted for the welfare and good government of the Colony; and 
such being the case, the Council conceives it has as good a right to amend any 
proposed Law that may be sent from the Assembly to the Council, as the 
Assembly has to amend any proposed Law that may be sent from the Council 
to the Assembly. And in the fair exercise of that right, finding that the pro- 
posed law or Bill Entitled “A Bill to authorise and regulate the Sale of Fer- 
mented and Spirituous Liquors” sent from the Assembly for the concurrence 
of the Council, contained certain ambiguities which appeared to the Council 
as likely to mar its working, the Council therefore in passing it, attached a 
Rider to the Bill explaining those ambiguities. The Council do not wish to 
impede the passage of the Bill, but consider that it requires amendment in that 
respect, and therefore return the Bill to the House of Assembly that the House 
may have an opportunity of amending it by denominating the Fermented 
Liquors mentioned in Clause 3 of Section 1, by names that the world recognises, 
vizt. Wine, by the name of Wine; Ale, Beer or Porter, by the name of Ale, 
Beer or Porter;—Cider, by the name of Cider;—Perry, by the name of Perry; 
and Ginger Beer, by the name of Ginger Beer.12 

The Resolution having been seconded and Carried. 


“The Enclosure Act 1860” was read a Second time. 
The Council then adjourned to Monday next the 7th instant at 2 o’clock P.M. 








Monday, the 7th day of January, 1861 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 

The Bill entitled, “An Act to authorise the Governor of Vanvouver Island and its 
Dependencies to grant certain privileges to the Constructors of a Powder 
Magazine” was considered in Committee, amended, and ordered to be en- 
grossed; the Bill was then brought up, read a Third time, and passed. 

The Council adjourned until further notice. 


12 Marginal note in original: “Resolution transmitted to the House of Assembly, 4th 
January 1861. J.P.” 
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Thursday, the 17th day of January, 1861 


The Council met this day pursuant to notice issued. 
Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


The following Communications were received from the House of Assembly vizt. 
A letter under date 15th January covering the “Bill to authorise and regulate 
the Sale of Fermented and Spirituous Liquors”, returned from the House of 
Assembly, with remarks on the answer sent to them on the 4th of January 
by the Council, with said Bill;—which were taken into consideration; and as 
the House of Assembly requested a Conference on the subject of the Bill, the 
Council assented thereto, and appointed 2 o’clock P.M. tomorrow, the 18th 
instant to hold such Conference, in the Council Chamber. 
A letter under date 14th January Enclosing the “Bill to facilitate the transfer 
of Real Estate and to provide for the Registration of Titles”, as amended by 
the Council, agreed to by the House of Assembly. 


The Council then adjourned to Friday the 18th instant at 2 o’clock P.M. 











Friday, the 18th day of January, 1861 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Rodk. Finlayson, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


The Council, in accordance with the request contained in the following Resolution 
of the House, met the Members of the Assembly in Conference on the “Bill 
to authorise and regulate the Sale of Fermented and Spirituous Liquors.” 


(Resolution of the House of Assembly). 


The House of Assembly having taken into Consideration the Communication of 
the Hon. Council of the 4th of January 1861, Resolve as follows, 

I. That the amendment proposed on the 4th day of January 1861 by the 
Honorable Council to a “Bill to authorise and regulate the Sale of Fermented and 
Spirituous Liquor”, would effect an alteration in the tax proposed to be levied by 
the Said Bill. 

II. That all Supplies and aids from the Colony of Vancouver Island and its 
Dependencies for the use of Her Majesty, are the sole gift of the House of Assembly 
of the said Colony, and it is the undoubted and sole right of the Said House to direct, 
limit and appoint in the Bills granting such aids and supplies, the ends, purposes, 
considerations, limitations and qualifications of such grants, which ought not to be 
changed or altered by the Honorable Council. 

Ill. That this House cannot therefore enter into the consideration of the said 
amendment. 

IV. That this House being as unwilling as the Hon. Council to impede the pas- 
sage of the said Bill, requests a conference with the Honble. Council at such time 
and place as the Honorable Council may deem fit. 


(After conferring with the Members sent up by the Honorable the House of 
Assembly, it appearing that there is a misunderstanding of the meaning of the 
Resolution sent by the Council to the Honorable House on the 4th instant, 
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the Council wish to explain that in using the word “privileges” as compared 
with those of the Assembly, they meant the respective privileges of each as 
two distinct branches of a local Legislature in their peculiar character of 
Council and Assembly, and not that their privileges are precisely similar. ) 


The Council then adjourned to Tuesday the 22nd instant at 2 o’clock P.M. 














Tuesday, the 22nd day of January, 1361 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


A Communication was received from the House of Assembly under date 21st 
January, covering the “Powder Magazine Act 1860”, which had been amended 
and passed by the Council on the 7th January 1861, and was now returned by 
the House with certain Amendments in which the Council concur. 


The Council then adjourned to Thursday the 24th instant, at 2 o’clock P.M. 








Thursday, the 24th day of January, 1861 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, John Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read. 


A Communication was received from the House of Assembly under date 22nd 
January, accompanied by a Resolution of the House on the subject of the 
Minutes of Council of the 18th of January, as follows. 

House of Assembly 
22nd January 1861 
Resolved, 

I. That this House regrets that the Minutes of Council of the 18th January 1861 
are not sufficiently Explicit with regard to the Exclusive privileges of this House in 
matters of taxation to justify the House in receding from its Resolution of the 15th 
of January, and that therefore the Bill be ordered to lie on the Table. 

Il. That the Honorable Council be requested to fix a further conference with 
this House on account of the ambiguous language of the Minutes of the Honorable 
Council of the 18th of January 1861, and for this purpose to name an hour and 
place convenient to the Honorable Council. 


The foregoing Resolution having been read, it was 

Resolved, that the Minutes of Council of the 18th of January alluded to in 
the above Resolution of the Honorable the House of Assembly was explanatory 
of the Council’s Resolution of the 4th of January, relative to the Rider attached 
to the “Bill to authorise and regulate the Sale of Fermented and Spirituous 
Liquors”, then returned to the Honble. House; and which Bill as appears by 
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the Journals of Council of the 10th of October last was read a third time and 
passed by the Council with the Rider in question, explaining what the Council 
supposed the Honorable House to mean by the “fermented liquors” mentioned 
in Clause 3, of Section I, that the Honorable House might deal with the Bill 
as they thought proper: and having so passed the Bill, it is not now competent 
for the Council to deal further with it—unless the Honorable House amends 
the said Rider and returns it to the Council for their Concurrence. The Council 
therefore consider it unnecessary to have any further conference with the 
Honorable House on the Subject. 


The Council then adjourned until further notice. 














Wednesday, the 6th day of February, 1861 


The Council met this day pursuant to notice issued. 


His Excellency the Governor being present, and following Members: Hons. John 
Work, Chief Justice Cameron. 


His Excellency informed the Council that he had appointed Alfred John Langley, 
Esquire to be a Member of Council. 


The Members of Council then attended His Excellency the Governor to the House 
of Assembly for the purpose of being present at the Prorogation of the House. 


The Members of the House having assembled His Excellency took possession of the 
Speaking chair, and addressed the Legislative Bodies as follows; 


Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council and Gentlemen of the Legislative 
Assembly. 


In releasing you from the labours of the Session, I desire to express my Satis- 
faction at the result of your deliberations. 


It is indeed impossible to review the many important measures which you have 
passed this Session, without feeling that you have applied yourselves to the perform- 
ance of your arduous duties with a degree of zeal and assiduity worthy of the highest 
praise. Those measures embrace almost every department of the public business: — 
the Free Trade System before initiated has been confirmed, and become an Essential 
part of our policy; you have also been careful in providing for the better administra- 
tion of Criminal Justice; the formation of Roads; the improvement of the Harbour of 
Victoria; the Registration of Titles to Real Estate:—and other useful measures 
have been passed, which will no doubt tend to promote the permanent interests of 
the Colony. 

The interesting experiment of defraying the expenses of Government by direct 
taxation so propitiously began, will I trust, not disappoint the anticipations of the 
Legislature. 


Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 


I have to convey to you my warmest thanks for the Supplies which you have 
granted for the Service of the Year, and for the execution of those Public Works 
which are essential to the progress of the Colony. 

I sincerely hope that the Blessing of Almighty God may rest upon our labours, 
and render them subservient to the substantial prosperity and well being of the 
Colony. 
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The Honble. Chief Justice Cameron then rose and Said, 
Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, By Command of His Excellency the 
Governor, the House of Assembly is hereby prorogued until Wednesday the 
3rd day of April next, then and here to meet for the dispatch of business. 


His Excellency the Governor, attended by the Members of Council, then withdrew, 
and the Council adjourned Sine die. 


Memo: Minutes of Council from Ist May 1860, to 6 February 1861, both inclusive, 
Copied and Sent home by the Mail leaving Victoria on the 14th of July 1861. 


Joseph Porter 
Acting Clerk of the Council. 














[Minutes of the Council between 6 February 1861 and 19 March 1862 have 
not been located in either the Provincial Archives of British Columbia, the Public 
Archives of Canada, or the Public Record Office, London. This period coincides 
with the Second Session of the Second House, 26 June 1861 to 3 February 1862.] 
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Wednesday, the 19th day of March, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to Summons issued. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, Donald Fraser, David Cameron, E. Graham 
Alston. 


The minutes of the Meeting of the 3rd of February having been read and 
confirmed. 


The Members of Council accompanied His Excellency The Governor to The House 
of Assembly to open the third Session of the Second Parliament. 


On the return from the House of Assembly, It was moved, seconded and carried 
unanimously 
That the Council do resolve on this, the first opportunity which occurs after 
the Meeting of The Legislature, to prepare an Address of condolence to Her 
most Gracious Majesty The Queen, on the lamented death of the Prince Con- 
sort, the Intelligence of which mournful event was received in the Colony 
during the recess of the Legislature. 


Resolved that The Governor’s Speech delivered to Parliament this day on the open- 
ing of the third Session be taken up at next Meeting of Council. 


The Council then adjourned till Friday the 21st Instant at 7. oClock P.M. 








Friday, the 21st day of March, 1862 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, Donald Fraser, David Cameron C.J., E. 
Graham Alston. 


The Minutes of last Meeting having been read, and approved. 
The following Address of the Legislative Council was agreed to— 


To the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, Most Gracious Sovereign, 
May it please Your Majesty. 

We the Members of the Legislative Council of Your Majesty’s Colony of Van- 
couver Island, and its Dependencies, in Parliament assembled, beg most humbly 
to express to your Majesty that we have received, with feelings of profound sorrow, 
the melancholy intelligence of the premature death of His Royal Highness the Prince 
Consort; and we now most respectfully tender to Your Majesty, the expression of 
our deep sympathy, and sincere condolence upon this sad event—a bereavement 
which we feel to be an irreparable loss to Your Majesty, the Royal Family, and the 
British Nation. 

We desire further, most humbly, to convey to Your Majesty our admiration 
of the high character of the late lamented Prince: of the Virtues which adorned all 
the relations of life which he so worthily filled: of his enlightened encouragement 
of Education, art, and Science: and more particularly of his generous solicitude for 
the amelioration of the condition of the poor: of his indefatigable, and successful 
endeavours to promote every good work which could reflect credit, and confer 
dignity, and honor, upon the British Nation, and contribute to the comfort, happi- 
ness, and Moral elevation of all classes of Your Majesty’s subjects. 
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We would also beg to express our sincere feelings of loyalty, and respectful 
attachment to Your Majesty’s August person, and to add our earnest prayer that 
your Majesty’s life may long be spared, and blessed with tranquility; and that Your 
Majesty may be strengthened by Divine Aid to bear with resignation, this Your 
Majesty’s most afflicting bereavement. 

For, and on behalf of the Members of the Legislative Council. 


(signed) Roderick Finlayson 
President 
Council Chamber, 
Victoria Vancouver Island 
21st day of March, 1862. 


Resolved—That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to 
have the goodness to forward the foregoing Address for presentation, with a 
statement that it was agreed to by the Council on the first day of the Meeting 
of Parliament, after the recess. 


The Speech delivered by the Governor on the 19th Instant, and of which a copy was 
laid on the Table, was taken into consideration; 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council and Gentlemen of the Legislative 
Assembly; 


There has been no material change in the condition of the Colony since the 
close of the last session. 

I am happy to inform you that the question which lately assumed so serious 
an aspect as even to threaten an interruption of the amity existing between Her 
Majesty’s Government, and the Government of the United States of North America, 
has been satisfactorily settled, and our friendly relations with that Power remain 
unimpaired. 

Her Majesty’s Government has caused to be shipped from England for the use 
of the Volunteer Companies of this Colony, 500 stand of rifles, with ammunition. 
I shall therefore be enabled to arm, without expense to the Colony, the several 
Volunteer Companies who with characteristic spirit, and loyalty, have offered their 
services for the protection of property, and the defence of Her Majesty’s Dominions. 

I have in accordance with the provisions of the Victoria Harbor Act 1860 
appointed Commissioners to report upon the best means of improving Victoria 
Harbor and I will hereafter lay before you their report upon that subject. 

Agrarian dispute endangering the public peace and safety having occurred in 
Malahat District, I deemed it expedient in order to remove the immediate cause of 
contention, to enter into arrangements with the Natives for the satisfaction of their 
claims on the land, on terms agreeable to them and advantageous to the Colony. 
As an essential part of that agreement I propose that a portion of land shall be 
reserved and secured for their exclusive use, and benefit: a measure which will re- 
move almost the only cause likely to disturb the general harmony exising between 
the Settlers and the Natives. Arrangements will, if found necessary, be also made 
for the Settlement of the native claims in Cowichan District. 


Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly: 


In the Estimates for the year, which will soon be laid before you, I have recom- 
mended a small pecuniary Aid towards the equipment of the Volunteer Companies; 
and also a grant in aid of the Fire Companies of Victoria, who are put to much 
expense in providing for the discharge of their public duties. 

I have also proposed an increase in the ordinary grant for educational objects; 
and in the sums to be applied to the formation and improvement of Roads. 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council; and Gentlemen of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly, 


The geological formations of Vancouver Island, and the recent discoveries 
of Copper Ore in Barclay Sound, and other places, having given rise to a high 
degree of confidence in the Mineral resources of the Colony, I recommend you to 
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consider whether it would be expedient to investigate the character, and Extent 
of those resources, in different parts of the Colony. 

As it is evident that persons intending to settle on the Waste lands of the 
Crown, would derive mutual Aid, and support, and many other advantages, from 
acting in concert, and combining together in the occupation of land, I propose that 
suitable Districts should be surveyed in different parts of the Colony, and Roads 
therefrom opened to convenient points upon the Coast, from whence produce may 
be transported by water: and as an attractive inducement to Settlers, that they should 
be allowed the option of paying for their lands by their labor on these Roads. Such 
a measure will, I conceive, have the effect of advancing the progress of the Colony, 
and developing its agricultural, and mineral resources. 

A Bill for the Incorporation of the Town of Victoria will be again introduced, 
and I hope it will be passed at an early period of the Session. 

A Bill to reduce, and regulate the Fees payable in the Law Courts; and Bills 
to facilitate the enjoyment of lands acquired under the Provisions of the Proclama- 
tions of the 19th of February, and 21st of March, 1861 to increase the number of 
Representatives for the Town of Victoria; and to raise a sum of Money by loan 
secured on the General Revenue, to be applied to the formation of Roads, will be 
submitted for your consideration. 

A scheme for improving the Harbour of Victoria, and other important measures 
will also be laid before you, as soon as the course of Public business will permit. 


The Speech having been read, and discussed. 
It was moved, seconded, and carried, that the following Address be presented 
to His Excellency, in answer to the Speech. 


To, His Excellency James Douglas Esquire, Companion of the most Honorable 
Order of the Bath, Governor, and Commander in Chief of the Colony of Van- 
couver Island, and its Dependencies; Vice Admiral of the same, &c., &c., &c. 


The humble Address of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Vancouver Island. 


May it please Your Excellency. 


The Legislative Council begs to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency’s 
Speech on the opening of the present Session of the Legislature. 

The Council begs respectfully to assure your Excellency that it is prepared to 
give its immediate attention to the consideration of the various important matters 
referred to in Your Excellency’s Speech; and the Council begs to express to Your 
Excellency its intention to devote its energies to promote the Interests of the Colony, 
to the utmost of its ability, and power. 

(Signed) Roderick Finlayson 
President of the Council. 


The Council then adjourned until Tuesday the 25th Instant at half past 2. O’Clock. 








Tuesday, the 25th day March, 1862 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, Donald Fraser, David Cameron C.J., 
E. Graham Alston. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 
The Members of Council waited upon His Excellency The Governor, and presented 
the Address in answer to His Excellency’s Speech, which had been agreed to 
at the last Meeting, to which His Excellency made a suitable reply. 


The Council then adjourned sine die. 
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Friday, the 16th day of May, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to Summons issued. 
Present: The Honbles. David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston. 


His Excellency The Governor introduced Mr. Alexander Watson as an additional 
Member of Council; and Mr. Watson having taken, and subscribed the Oath of 
Allegiance, in the presence of His Excellency, took his seat as a Member of 
Council, accordingly. 

The Minutes of last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


A Communication was received from the House of Assembly, accompanying the 
following Bills of Supply, namely: 

1. “An Act to apply the sum of six thousand, eight hundred, and seventy five 
pounds (£6,875.) out of the General Revenue, for the payment of certain 
salaries, and expenses for the service of the year One thousand eight hundred 
and sixty two.” 

2. “An Act to apply the sum of eighteen thousand, five hundred, and seventy 
six pounds (£18,576.) out of the General Revenue of the Colony of Vancouver 
Island, and its Dependencies, to the service of the year One thousand, eight 
hundred, and sixty two.” 

Which Bills having been respectively read a first time. 

The Council adjourned until Wednesday the 21st Instant at 1. O’Clock P.M. 














Wednesday, the 21st day of May, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: The Honbles. David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read, and confirmed. 

“An Act to apply the sum of Six thousand, eight hundred, and Seventy five pounds 
(£6,875.) out of the General Revenue, for the payment of certain Salaries, 
and Expenses for the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty two (1862.)” 
was read a second time. 

“An Act to apply the sum of Eighteen thousand five hundred, and seventy six 
pounds (£18,576.) out of the General Revenue of the Colony of Vancouver 
Island and its Dependencies to the service of the year One thousand Eight 
hundred, and sixty two (1862.)” Was read a second time. 

A communication was received from the House of Assembly enclosing “An Act to 
authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island, and its Dependencies to borrow 
money for temporary purposes,” which was read a first time. 

The Rules of Council were then suspended, and, The Bills of Supply for the Sums 
of Six thousand, eight hundred and seventy five pounds (£6.875.) and eighteen 
thousand, five hundred, and seventy six pounds (£18.576.) were respectively 
read a third time, and passed. 
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The following Resolution was then moved, seconded and carried, 

Whereas the practice of specifying the Appropriations of Money voted in 
Bills of Supply in Schedules only attached to such Bills, and of expressing the 
same in figures only, may lead to error, Resolved 

1. That the Legislative Council recommend to the Honorable The 
House of Assembly that, in future, all sums of money, dates, and numerals 
be expressed in words at length; and that the amounts of all appropriations 
of money be inserted in the Body of such Bills, and not merely annexed 
thereto by way of schedule. 

2. Resolved further, that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to 
the House of Assembly, with the Bills of Supply now passed. 


The Council then adjourned until Wednesday the 28th at 3 o’clock P.M. 














Wednesday, the 28th day of May, 1862 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


“An Act to authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island, and its Dependencies to 
borrow money for temporary purposes,” was read a second time. 


The following Bills were received from the House of Assembly—namely, 

1. “An Act to authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island, and its 
Dependencies to borrow the Sum of £20,000. upon the Security of the 
Revenue of the Colony for the formation of Roads.” 

2. “An Act to confirm the appointment of certain Members of the Court of 
Revision under the Real Estate Tax Act, 1860,” and 

3. “An Act to protect the property of a wife deserted by her Husband.” 

Which three Bills were respectively read a first time. 


The Rules of Council were then suspended, and “An Act to authorize the Governor 
of Vancouver Island, and its Dependencies, to borrow money for temporary 
purposes” was Read a third time, and passed. 


The Council then adjourned until Wednesday the 4th June, at 3 O’clock P.M. 


Wednesday, the 4th day of June, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


“An Act to confirm the Appointment of certain Members of the Court of Revision, 
under the Real Estate Tax Act 1862” was read a second time. 
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“An Act to authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies to 
borrow the sum of Twenty Thousand Pounds (£20,000.) upon the Security 
of the Revenue of the Colony for the formation of Roads,” was read a second 
time, and committed—when the following Amendments were proposed, 
seconded, and carried—vizt. 


Clause I. At line 13—Strike out the words “and maintaining.” 
At line 13, strike out the “Streets” and insert the word “and” in lieu 


thereof. 
At lines 14 and 15 strike out the words “and other similar communi- 
cations.” 
Clause II—At line 5—strike out the word “Ten” and insert “seven’’ in lieu 
thereof. 


Clause IV. At line 2 strike out the words “at a discount’ and insert “below 
par’ in lieu thereof. 


Clause VII. At line 4—after the word “only” strike out the remainder of 
the clause. 


Clause VIII. At line 2—After the word “Regulations” strike out the words 
on such conditions,” and “in such manner’’. 
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“at such times’ “in such sum 

Clause X. At line 8, after the word “of” strike out “constructing, and main- 
taining Roads, Streets, Bridges and other similar communications within the 
said Colony, and no other,” and insert the words “this Act’ in lieu thereof. 


6. 


Clause XI. At line 3, strike out the word “repurchase” and insert “re- 
deemed” in lieu thereof. 

Clause XI. At line 8—strike out the word “purchased,” and insert “re- 
deemed” in lieu thereof 

The Committee then rose and reported progress. 


The Act entitled “An Act to protect the property of a wife deserted by her Husband” 
—was then read a second time and Committed, and following amendments 
were proposed, Seconded, and carried, namely: 

At the commencement of the Act the following Title to be placed vizt. 
“An Act to protect the property of a Wife deserted by her Husband.” 

Clause I. At line 5 after the word “within” strike out “the jurisdiction of the 
Chief Justice of.” 

Clause I. At lines 7 & 8, strike out the words “of Vancouver Island, and its 
Dependencies.” 

Clause I. At line 9, after the words “Chief Justice” insert “of the Colony of 
Vancouver Island.” 


The Council then adjourned until Wednesday the 11th Instant at 3 o’Clock P.M. 
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Wednesday, the 11th day of June, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. David Cameron, C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


A Bill intituled “An Act to authorize the Chief Justice of Vancouver Island and its 
Dependencies to make certain necessary appointments,” received from the 
House of Assembly was read a first time, and 

A Bill intituled “An Act to enable the Surveyor General of Vancouver 
Island to authorize the closing of part of the old Saanich and Burnside Road; 
also known as the North Road” received from the House of Assembly was 
read a first time. 


“An Act to confirm the appointment of certain Members of the Court of Revision 
under the Real Estate Tax Act 1860,” was read a third time and passed. 


“An Act to authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies to 
borrow the Sum of Twenty thousand Pounds (£20,000.) upon the security of 
the Revenue of the Colony for the formation of Roads” was read a third time 
and passed as amended. 


“An Act to protect the property of a Wife deserted by her Husband,” was read a 
third time, and passed, as amended. 
It was proposed by Mr. Alston, and seconded by Mr. Cameron, and carried, 
“That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to furnish the 
Council with a Copy of the Instructions issued by the Home Government 
relating to the constitution of the Legislative Council of Vancouver Island.” 


The Council then adjourned until Wednesday the 18th Instant at 3. oClock P.M. 








Wednesday, the 18th day of June, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


“An Act to authorize the Chief Justice of Vancouver Island, and its Dependencies 
to make certain necessary appointments,” was read a second time, and com- 
mitted. 


“An Act to enable the Surveyor General of Vancouver Island to authorize the 
closing of part of the old Saanich, and Burnside Road, also known as the 
North Road,” was read a second time, and committed. 


“An Act to enlarge the time limited by the Victoria Gas Company’s Act 1860; and 
the Victoria Gas Company Extension Act 1861 for the Establishment of Gas 
works and buildings by the Victoria Gas Company,” received from the House 
of Assembly—was read a first time. 
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“A Bill to incorporate the City of Victoria,’ was received from the House of 
Assembly, but the Council was unable to proceed with the Measure on account 
of the unintelligible manner in which the Bill was sent up, and the Clerk was 
ordered to send the following letter to the House of Assembly. 


Council Chamber 
June 18 1862 


To The Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly— 
Gentlemen, 

I am directed by the Legislative Council to acknowledge the receipt of a letter 
from the Clerk of the House of Assembly transmitting “a Bill to Incorporate the 
City of Victoria.” 

2. I am also directed to enclose the Bill so received, and to state that the 
Council will not receive Bills in the condition of the one now sent; and that they 
cannot proceed to the consideration of the matter until a fair copy of the Bill, as 
passed by the House of Assembly, properly engrossed, be transmitted. 

I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen 

Your most obedient, 
and humble servant, 


(sg’d.) Joseph Porter— 
Acting Clerk of the Council. 
The Plan A referred to 
in the Schedule does not 
accompany the Bill. 


The Council adjourned until Wednesday the 25th Instant at 3. oClock P.M. 











Wednesday, the 25th day of June, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment, and, There being no quorum 
present, adjourned until Friday the 27th Instant at 1. o’Clock P.M. 





Friday, the 27th day of June, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Honbles. Daniel [David] Cameron, C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander 
Watson. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 

A communication from the House of Assembly dated 24th June 1862, enclosing 
“a Bill to incorporate the City of Victoria” was received, and, “A Bill to 
incorporate the City of Victoria,” was read a first time. 

Mr. Alston gave notice of his intention to introduce a “Bill to amend an Act for 
the preservation of Game.” 

The Standing Orders having been suspended, the Bill was brought in, and 
read a first time. 


The Council then adjourned until Monday the 30th Instant at 1. oClock P.M. 
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Monday, the 30th day of June, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


“An Act to authorize the Chief Justice of Vancouver Island, and its Dependencies 
to make certain necessary appointments” was considered in Committee, and 
the following Amendments made, vizt. 

In the Preamble—at line 54 strike out the words “to convey such land”— 
and insert “to perform the duties of such Office” in lieu thereof. 

In Clause IV. at line 2—after the word “Crown” insert “seized under a 
Writ of Extent, and sold by Order of the Supreme Court of Civil Justice under 
the said recited Statute 25. G. [George] III. C. 35.” 

Clause IV. at line 8 after the word “subject” insert “nevertheless.” 

Clause [V—at lines 10 & 11, strike out the words “existing in this Colony 
at the date of this Act” and insert “of this Colony.” 

The Bill was then brought up, read a third time, and passed as amended. 


“An Act to enable the Surveyor General of Vancouver Island to authorize the 
closing up of part of the old Saanich and Burnside Road, also known as the 
North Road,” was considered in Committee, and the following amendments 
made vizt. 

After Clause II insert new Clause III: “Provided always that the said Sur- 
veyor General shall cause to be given to every Owner of land, or his Agent, 
lawfully authorized, through which the New Road is to be made, and through 
which the Road proposed to be stopped up passes, a notice of his intention to 
close the said Road and open the new one:—and shall also insert in one or 
more Newspapers published in the Colony, a public Notice to the same effect, 
accurately describing the Roads so closed and opened, as aforesaid. Any 
person feeling himself aggrieved by the closing up of the said Road, may within 
14 days after the publication of such notice as aforesaid appeal to the Supreme 
Court, and shall give Notice of such Appeal to the said Surveyor General; and 
the Chief Justice of the said Court is hereby empowered to try such Appeal, 
and make such Order as he shall think fit. Provided always, that if no such 
appeal be made within fourteen days after the Public Notice aforesaid, this 
Act shall take effect therefrom, and no Action, Appeal, or other proceeding 
shall be allowed to be taken, or brought against the said Surveyor General, or 
otherwise, in relation thereto.” 

The Bill was then brought up, read a third time, and passed as amended. 

“An Act to enlarge the time limited by the Victoria Gas Company’s Act 1860 and 
the Victoria Gas Company’s Extension Act 1861, for the Establishment of 
Gas Works and Buildings by the Victoria Gas Company,” was read a second 
time: afterwards read a third time, and passed. 

A Bill to amend an “Act for the preservation of Game” was read a second time; 
and afterwards considered in Committee, when the following Amendments 
were made vizt. 
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In the Preamble—insert “‘and whereas it is expedient to protect also smaller 
Birds which subsist principally on noxious insects.” 

Clause I—Line 4—After the word “robin,” insert “or any bird usually 
[called] by any of these names, or any bird which subsists principally on 
noxious insects.” 

The Bill was then brought up, read a third time, and passed as amended. 


The Council adjourned until Friday the 4th July at 1. oClock P.M. 














Friday, the 4th day of July, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, David Cameron C.J., Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 
“An Act to establish fire limits within the Town of Victoria,” received from The 
House of Assembly, was read a first time. 
The rules were then suspended, and the Bill was read a second time. 
The Council then adjourned till Tuesday the 8th Instant at 1. o’Clock P.M. 














Tuesday, the 8th day of July, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, 
Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 
“An Act to establish Fire limits within the Town of Victoria,” was read a third time 
and passed. 
‘A Bill to Incorporate the City of Victoria” was read a second time, and committed 
—and 
The Council adjourned until Friday the 11th Instant at one o’Clock P.M. 








Friday, the 11th day of July, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, 
Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 
The following Bills were received from the House of Assembly, vizt. 
1. “An Act to enable the Surveyor General of Vancouver Island to authorize 
the closing of part of the old Saanich and Burnside Road, also known as the 
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North Road,” with an Amendment of the House of Assembly to the Council 
Amendment (of 30th June). 


2. “An Act to authorize the Appointment of a Sanatory Commission for the 
Town of Victoria, and to define the powers thereof.” 


Upon the question, that ““An Act to enable the Surveyor General to authorize the 
closing of part of the old Saanich and Burnside Road, also known as the North 
Road” be now read a first time It was moved, and seconded, and carried, 

“That a Message be sent to the House of Assembly stating that the Council 
are unable to agree to the amendment proposed by the Honorable House, for 
the reason that the rights of the public are not protected thereby.” 


“An Act to authorize the Appointment of a Sanatory Commission for the Town of 
Victoria, and to define the powers thereof,” was read a first time. 


A Committee consisting of the Honble. David Cameron, and the Honble. E. G. 
Alston, was appointed to draw up an “Act to Incorporate the Town of Victoria”. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday the 18th Instant, at 1. o’Clock P.M. 











Friday, the 18th day of July, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, David Cameron, C.J., E. Graham Alston, 
Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 
“An Act to authorize the Appointment of a Sanatory Commission for the Town of 
Victoria, and to define the powers thereof,” was read a second time. 


The Rules were then suspended, and “An Act to authorize the Appointment 
of a Sanatory Commission for the Town of Victoria, and to define the powers 
thereof,” was read a third time and passed. 


The Council then adjourned until Tuesday the 22nd Instant at one o’Clock P.M. 








Tuesday, the 22nd day of July, 1862 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


It was moved by Mr. Finlayson, and seconded by Mr. Watson, “That the House of 
Assembly be requested to Meet the Council at a conference to be held on the 
subject of the ‘Burnside Road Act’ on Friday next at 1. oClock P.M.” 
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The Council then went into Committee on “An Act to Incorporate the City of 
Victoria,” when the following amendment was proposed, seconded, and 
carried ;— 

Clause XX VII—At lines 17, 18, 19, and 20, strike out the words ‘“‘who may 
act as Treasurer of the said Revenues and Monies of the said Corporation.” 
The Bill was then brought up, read a third time, and passed. 


The Council adjourned until Friday the 25th Instant at 1. o’Clock P.M. 














Friday, the 25th day of July, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Honbles. David Cameron, C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 

The Members of the House of Assembly attended at the Council Chamber to meet 
the Council in Conference on the question of the amendments to 

“An Act to enable the Surveyor General of Vancouver Island to authorize 
the closing of part of the old Saanich and Burnside Road, also known as the 
North Road,” and also on the question of the Amendments to 

“‘An Act to authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island and its Dependen- 
cies to borrow the sum of Twenty Thousand Pounds (£20,000.) upon the 
Security of the Revenue of the Colony for the formation of Roads.” 

After fully discussing the question of the “Burnside Road Act,” the following 
Amendment to the Amendment of the House of Assembly was offered. 

At line 17—of Council Amendments—after the word “notice” strike out 
the remainder of the Clause, and subsequent proviso, and insert in lieu thereof 
“complain to the Surveyor General stating his objections to such new road 
or the closing of such old Road; and the Surveyor General shall finally decide 
such complaints and adjudicate thereon.” 

Agreed to. 

On the question of the “Vancouver Island Roads Loan (£20,000.”) being con- 
sidered, It was suggested on behalf of the House of Assembly, that the Bill 
should, with the consent of both Houses, be withdrawn, and a New Bill 
introduced. 

Agreed to. 

The Council then adjourned until Friday 1st August, at 1. o’Clock P.M. 














Friday, the Ist day of August, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment, and, There being no Quorum 
present, Adjourned until Friday the 8th Instant at 1. o’Clock P.M. 
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Friday, the 8th day of August, 1862 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. David Cameron, E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 


The Minutes of the Meetings of July 25th and August 1st having been read 
and confirmed. 


A Communication from the House of Assembly transmitting “‘“An Act to amend the 
Scale of Fees charged for the Entrance, and clearance of Vessels, Licenses to 
Scows, boats, and other Craft, and dues for Landing Permits, as well as other 
matters relating to the same, in the Port of Victoria, including Esquimalt” was 
received, and the said Act was read a first time. 


It was moved by Mr. Alston, seconded by Mr. Cameron, and carried. 
That the attention of His Excellency The Governor be respectfully requested 


to the Resolution of the Council made on the 11th day of June last, a copy of 
which is enclosed. 


The Council then adjourned until Tuesday the 12th Instant at 3. oClock P.M. 











Tuesday, the 12th day of August, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. David Cameron, C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


A Message from the Governor enclosing an Extract from Her Majesty’s Instructions 
relating to the constitution of the Legislative Council of Vancouver Island, 
was received, and ordered to be acknowledged. 


“An Act to amend the Scale of fees charged for the entrance and clearance of 
Vessels; Licenses to Scows, Boats, and other craft; and Dues for Landing 
Permits, as well as other matters relating to the same, in the Port of Victoria, 
including Esquimalt,” was read a second time, and committed. 

The Council being of opinion that an alteration in the Schedule annexed to 
the “Victoria and Esquimalt Harbours Dues’ Act 1862” would be advisable, 
it was ordered that a Conference be requested with The Honorable House of 
Assembly thereon. 


The Council adjourned until Friday the 15th Instant at 2. oClock P.M. 














Friday, the 15th day of August, 1862 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 
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A communication from the House of Assembly agreeing to a conference on the 
“Victoria and Esquimalt Harbour Dues Act 1862,” and appointing the Hour 
of 2. P.M. this day for holding the same was received, and, The House of 
Assembly met the Council in conference accordingly. 

It was agreed that the Bill should be sent down to the House of Assembly 
for reconsideration on certain points agreed upon. 


The Council then adjourned until Monday the 19th Instant, at 12. o’Clock P.M. 











Monday, the 19th day of August, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A communication from the House of Assembly transmitting the following Resolu- 
tion, 

Whereas a supposition exists that persons commonly known as the Heads of 
Departments possess a vested interest in, and by virtue of their Office, and that upon 
any change in the system of Government, such persons will be entitled to a Pension 
or other emolument on account of such presumed vested interest; and 

Whereas an alteration in the System of Government may take place and it is 
expedient to remove such aforesaid erroneous impression. 

The House orders that all persons now holding Acting Appointments and all 
persons who may be appointed to any Office under the Government, shall not possess 
any vested interest whatever in, or by virtue of such Office or Appointment, and 
that the Legislative Assembly will not hold itself responsible or make any grant for 
the payment of any Pension or Emolument whatsoever on account of any supposed 
vested interest in any Office or Appointment. 


was received, and ordered to be taken into consideration at a future day. 


An Act intituled “An Act to authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island to borrow 
the sum of Forty thousand Pounds (£40,000.) on the Security of the General 
Revenue of the said Colony’; was received from the House of Assembly, and 
read a first time. 


An Act intituled “An Act to enable the Governor of Vancouver Island to borrow 
the sum of Fifteen thousand pounds (£15,000.) upon the Security of the 
General Revenue of the Colony,” was received from the House of Assembly, 
and read a first time. 


It was moved, seconded, and carried 
That His Excellency The Governor be respectfully requested to furnish the 
Council with a copy of the Report of the Commissioners appointed under the 
provisions of the Victoria Harbor Act, 1860. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday the 22nd Instant at 1. o’Clock P.M. 
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Friday, the 22nd day of August, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. David Cameron, C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


A Message from His Excellency The Governor enclosing the Report of the Com- 
missioners appointed under the provisions of “The Victoria Harbor Act 1860,” 
was received, and Ordered to be acknowledged with thanks. 


It was ordered that “An Act to impose certain Stamp Duties on Writings and Deeds” 
and “An Act to authorize The Governor of Vancouver Island and its De- 
pendencies to Erect a Powder Magazine for the custody of Gunpowder, and 
to regulate the Sale Storage and Keeping of Gunpowder,” which had been sent 
up from the House of Assembly, should be returned to the House with a 
request that the sections thereof be numbered, and abstracted. 


It was ordered that a conference be requested with The House of Assembly on the 
subject of “An Act to authorize The Governor of Vancouver Island to borrow 
the Sum of (£40,000.) on the Security of the General Revenue of the said 
Colony,” and “An Act to enable The Governor of Vancouver Island to borrow 
the Sum of (£15,000.) upon the Security of the General Revenue of the said 
Colony.” 


The Council then adjourned until Tuesday the 26th Instant at 2. o’Clock P.M. 











Tuesday, the 26th day of August, 1862 


The Council met, pursuant to adjournment, this day. 


Present: The Honbles. David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The House of Assembly met the Council in Conference according to request, and 
It was agreed that the two Loan Bills, namely, 
1. “An Act to authorize The Governor of Vancouver Island to borrow 
the Sum of £40,000. on the Security of the General Revenue of the said 
Colony,” and 
2. “An Act to enable The Governor of Vancouver Island to borrow 
the Sum of £15,000. upon the security of the General Revenue of the 
Colony,” 
should be returned to the House of Assembly for Amendment. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday the 29th Instant at 3. o’Clock P.M. 
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Friday, the 29th day of August, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. David Cameron, C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


“An Act to impose certain Stamp Duties on Writings and Deeds,” and “An Act to 
authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies to erect a 
Powder Magazine for the custody of Gunpowder and to regulate the Sale, 
storage, and keeping of Gunpowder,” received from The House of Assembly, 
with Marginal Abstracts inserted, were respectively read a first time. 


The Council then adjourned until Wednesday the 3rd of September at 3. o’Clock 
P.M. 








Wednesday, the 3rd day of September, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A Communication from the House of Assembly was received, enclosing the following 
Bills, 
1. “An Act to authorize The Governor of Vancouver Island to borrow 
the sum of Forty thousand Pounds (£40,000.) on the security of the 
General Revenue of the Colony.” 
2. “An Act to enable The Governor of Vancouver Island to borrow 
the sum of Fifteen thousand Pounds (£15,000.) upon the security of the 
General Revenue of the Colony.” 
which were respectively read a second time. 


“An Act to impose certain Stamp Duties on Writings and Deeds,” was read a 
second time. 


“An Act to authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies to 
erect a Powder Magazine for the Custody of Gunpowder; and to regulate the 
sale, storage, and keeping of Gunpowder,” was read a second time. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday the 5th Instant at 2.30 P.M. 


[Memo:] 3rd September, 1862. “An Act for the Preservation of Game” was 
received from the House of Assembly, with amendments—and said Amend- 
ments were agreed to by the Council. 

(signed) Joseph Porter 
Acting Clerk of the Council. 
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Friday, the 5th day of September, 1862 


The Council met this day according to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, President, David Cameron C.J., E. Graham 
Alston, Alexander Watson. 


The Minutes of last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


“An Act to authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island to borrow the Sum of 
Forty thousand Pounds (£40,000.) on the security of the General Revenue 
of the said Colony,” was read a third time, and passed. 


“An Act to enable the Governor of Vancouver Island to borrow the Sum of Fifteen 
thousand pounds (£15,000.) upon the security of the General Revenue of the 
said Colony,” was read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. Alston gave notice of a Motion to the following effect, vizt. 

“Whereas under the provisions of the Victoria Road, and Harbour Loan 
Act 1862, amongst other things, it is intended to expend the sum of Eighteen 
thousand Pounds (£78,000.) on the improvement of Victoria Harbor,” 
Resolved 

1. “That the Council cannot but view with alarm the expenditure of so large 
a sum of money for the purpose proposed, and they venture to express a hope 
that the greatest caution will be used, so that the Revenues of the Colony may 
not be found to have been appropriated to an object producing only a doubtful, 
and temporary benefit.” 

2. “That a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to His Excellency The 
Governor, and to The House of Assembly.” 


The Council then adjourned until Tuesday the 16th Instant at 2.30 P.M. 














Tuesday, the 16th day of September, 18662 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, President, David Cameron, C.J., E. Graham 
Alston, Alexander Watson. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


Mr. Alston moved a Resolution of which he had given notice at last Meeting of 
Council, which after discussion was lost. 


Mr. Alston asked leave to bring in a Bill for the Regulation of the Harbors of 
Vancouver Island. 
Leave having been given, the Bill was brought in, and read a first time. 


“An Act to authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island, and its Dependencies, to 
erect a Powder Magazine, for the custody of Gunpowder and to regulate the 
sale, storage, and keeping of Gunpowder” then passed to a Committee of the 
whole and the following amendments were made, vizt. 
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Clause I—At line 12—after the word “Colony” add “Provided always that 
such Powder Magazine shall not be erected on any point within Laurel point 
in the Harbor of Victoria.” 

Clause VI—At lines 3 and 4, strike out the words “Twelve shillings and six 
pence” and insert “sixteen Shillings and eight pence” in lieu thereof. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday the 19th Instant at 2.30 P.M. 














Friday the 19th day of September, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, President, David Cameron C.J., E. Graham 
Alston, Alexander Watson. 


The Minutes of last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


“An Act to authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island, and its Dependencies, to 
erect a Powder Magazine, for the custody of Gunpowder; and to regulate the 
sale, storage, and keeping of Gunpowder,” was taken up in Committee, and 
the following amendments were made. 

Clause VHI—At line 5, strike out the word “Tons” and insert “pounds” in 
lieu thereof. 

Clause X—At line 28—After the word “be” insert “conveyed.” At line 57 
—after the word “persons’—insert “under a Warrant from a Justice of the 
Peace” as is hereinafter “prescribed.” 

Clause XIV. At line [blank] strike out the word “hereinafter” and insert 
“hereinbefore” in lieu thereof. 

After Clause X V—insert new Clause XVI—“Short Title.” “This Act may 
be cited as “The Gunpowder Act, 1862’.” 

The Bill was then brought up read a third time and passed. 


“A Bill for the regulation of the Harbors of Vancouver Island” was read a second 
time. 


The Council then adjourned till Tuesday the 23rd instant at 2.30 P.M. 





Tuesday, the 23rd day of September, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, Presdt., David Cameron C.J., E. Graham 
Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read. 


It was ordered that an alteration be made therein with regard to Clause VIII 
of the “Powder Magazine Act” and that the said Clause should be amended 
at line 5 by striking out the word “Tons” and inserting “pounds” in lieu thereof. 
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The Minutes were then confirmed. 


“An Act for the regulation of the Harbors of Vancouver Island,” was read a third 
time, and passed. 
“An Act to impose certain Stamp Duties on writings and Deeds,” was then con- 
sidered in Committee. 
The Committee rose, and reported progress—and Mr. Alston gave notice of a 
Motion to the following effect 
“That in order to provide employment to some extent for those emigrants 
who have already arrived, and for those who are expected in the Colony, The 
Government should, if possible, commence without delay, by means of the 
Loan already authorized to be made the construction of such Public Works, 
and especially Roads, as may be deemed most urgently required.” 
“That a Copy of the above Resolution be transmitted to His Excellency The 
Governor, and to the House of Assembly.” 


The Council then adjourned until Thursday the 25th Instant, at 2.30 P.M. 








Thursday, the 25th day of September, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


Mr. Alston moved the Resolution of which he had given notice at last Meeting, and 
which, having been seconded by Mr. Watson, was agreed to. 


The consideration of “An Act to impose certain Stamp Duties on Writing and 
Deeds,” was resumed in Committee. 


The Committee rose, and reported progress—and, 
The Council adjourned until Friday, October 3rd, at 1. o’Clock P.M. 








Friday, the 3rd day of October, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson President, David Cameron, C.J., E. Graham 
Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 
The consideration of “An Act to impose certain Stamp Duties on Writings and 
Deeds”—was resumed in Committee. 
The Committee rose, and reported progress. 
Mr. Watson asked leave to bring in a Bill “To prohibit Sunday Trading.” 
Granted. 
The Council then adjourned until Wednesday the 10th Instant at 1. oClock P.M. 
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Wednesday, the 10th day of October, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. David Cameron, C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


“An Act to prohibit Sunday Trading,” was brought in by Mr. Watson, and read a 
first time. 


The consideration of “An Act to impose certain Stamp Duties on Writings and 
Deeds,” was resumed in Committee, and the following Amendments were 
agreed to, vizt. 

Clause II—At line 10—strike out ‘“‘and one penny.” 
At line 12, strike out “and two-pence.” 
At line 14, strike out “and four pence.” 
At line 16, strike out “and sixpence.” 
At lines 18, & 19, strike out “and eight pence.” 
At line 21, strike out “and sixpence.” 
Clause IV—At line 10, after the word “impressed” strike out “either”. 
Clause VIII—At line 4, strike out the figures “1861”—and insert “1860” 
in lieu thereof. 
Clause [IX—At line 14, Strike out the words “the same” and insert “a 
Stamp” in lieu thereof. 
Clause XIJ—Insert marginal Abstract “Consideration to be expressed on 
Instrument.” 
At lines 3, and 4—-strike out the words “heritable or moveable.” 
Clause XVI—At line 60—after the word “Instrument” insert “other 
than a”. 
Clause XVIII Strike out Proviso—commencing at line 55, “Provided 
always” down to the word “accordingly” at line 120—inclusive. 
Clause XIX. At lines 11 & 12, strike out the word “continuance”—and 
insert “contrivance”—in lieu thereof. 
Clause XXI. At line 46, strike out the figures “1861,” and insert “1860,” 
—in lieu thereof. 


Schedules 


A—At lines 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, & 14Strike out the words “provided the 
same be not expressed to be received of or by the hands of any other than the 
person to whom the same is to be accounted for.” 


C—At line 1—Insert the word “every”—before “agreement.” 

At lines 1, 2, 3, & 4-Strike out the words “or any minute, or memo- 
randum made in Vancouver Island, or its Dependencies, under hand 
only.” 

D—At line 4, Strike out the words “not exceeding’—and insert “under” in 
lieu thereof. 

At lines 5, 6, 7, 8, & 9. respectively strike out the word “exceeding.” 
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At line 4, strike out 1d. 
8) l—noat ri? wale OBC: 
» O—- , . 4d. 
ed a es 6B 
oe LO =) 85 5 ORL 
» I— ,, etal i 
we eae Oe 
» 45—,, 5 4d. 
E—At line 3—Strike out the word “renunciation.” 
» At lines 8 & 9, strike out the words “heritable or moveable.” 
At line 25—-strike out the words “not exceed” and insert “be under” 
in lieu thereof. 
», From lines 26, 28, 30, 32 & 34, respectively strike out the words “and 
when the same shall exceed.” 
At line 25—-strike out “1d.” 
per fee ele ee 
Ce aa se ee OAC 
soe te ea eo OCLs 
Se oes iw OG 
ie Sos oe ye Se 
A Ee es ee NF Sereda 


F—At line 11, strike out the word “quit” and insert “quiet” in lieu thereof. 

At line 19—-strike out the figures “8s. 4d.” and the word “and.” 

At lines 20 and 21, strike out the words “is payable the ad valorem duty 
also”—and insert “on the purchase money or consideration, or on the 
mortgage money, shall not exceed the sum of 8s/ a duty equal to the 
amount of such ad valorem duty1*—and where the same shall exceed 
that amount 8s/.” 

Strike out from line 22—-commencing with the word “covenant” to 
line 79—ending with the word “charged’”—both inclusive. 


G. At line 5, Strike out “2d.” 


H—At line 1—After the word “tenements” insert “or.” 
5» 9 2—Strike out the words “or heritable subjects.” 
» » 9—After the word “tenements” insert “or.” 
> », 10—Strike out the words “or heritable subjects.” 
5» », 13, Strike out the words “not exceed” and insert “be under” in 
lieu thereof. 
At lines 15, 17, 19, & 21— respectively strike out the words ‘“‘and where 
the same shall exceed.” 
At line 16, Strike out “1d.” 
Pes sty rege Bi nm 0 bs 
oD oo ”? 9 “6d.” 
PE eo ee mea ee 
,, Strike out from line 25—Commencing with the words “Lease of any” 
to line 117—ending with “the Lessor’—both inclusive. 


13 Original has closed quotation marks here also, but the meaning is unclear. 
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I—At line 3—Strike out the words “heritable or moveable.” 

At lines 17 & 18, strike out the words “Letter of reversion”—‘back 
bond.” 

At line 38, Strike out the words “not exceeding”—and insert “under” 
in lieu thereof. 

From the commencement of lines 39, 40, 41, 42, & 43, respectively— 
strike out the word “exceeding.” 

At line 38—-strike out “1d.” 

Pen 30 e.s on ten he 


oe ge FO gy 4 
Seere i= ae oe Oe 
ig: | be 5 ge pO? 
Pe ie ore ery Rene 
FLSA AD mee aakss, MOU 


At lines 82, 83, 84, & 85—-Strike out the words “of the Governor and 
Company of the Bank of England, or of the Bank of Ireland, or of the 
East India Company, or of the South Sea Company, or.” 

Atline 86, Strike out the word “other.” 

bpp sl =e eee od 
139, After the word “assignment” insert “or.” 

139, Strike out the words “or assignation.” 
» 141, Strike out “6d.” 
Fe LOO wes kw Goce 
ose RUS —— 5 ae, ad 


K—At line 2, Strike out the words “or heritable subjects.” 
14, Strike out the word “tack.” 
3 gp LO; Strike out 4d.” 


L. ,, , 8&9, Strike out the words “or heritable subjects.” 
,, 11—Strike out the words “or heritable subjects.” 


3° 99 


L.—At lines 15, 16, 17, 18, & 19, Strike out the words “of the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of England, or of the Bank of Ireland, or of the 
East India Company, or of South Sea Company, or.” 

At line 19—Strike out the word “other.” 
ee Snes on eee 
39 99 36, 99 29 "Ode" 

M. At lines 12, 13, 14, 15, & 16, Strike out the words “of the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of England, or of the Bank of Ireland, or of the 
East India Company, or of the South Sea Company, or.” 

At line 16, Strike out the word “other.” 

The Bill was then brought up, and ordered to be read a third time at next 

Meeting. 


The Council adjourned until Wednesday the 15th Instant, at 2. o’Clock P.M. 
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Wednesday, the 15th October, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. David Cameron, C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, an alteration was ordered 
to be made therein. 


“An Act to impose certain Stamp Duties on Writings and Deeds,” was read a third 
time, and passed. 


“An Act to prohibit Sunday Trading,” was read a second time. 
Mr. Watson asked leave to bring in a Bill to regulate the Currency. 


Leave having been granted, “The Currency Act 1862” was introduced by 
Mr. Watson, and read a first time. 


The Council adjourned until Wednesday the 22nd Instant at 2. P.M. 





Wednesday, the 22nd day of October, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, Presdt., David Cameron, C.J., Alexander 
Watson. 

The Minutes of last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 

“The Currency Act 1862” was read a third time and passed. 

“An Act to amend the Real Estate Tax Act 1860” and “An Act to encrease the 
number of Representatives for Victoria Town District, and to alter the limits 
of the said District,” were received from the House of Assembly, and respec- 
tively read a first time. 

The Council then adjourned until Friday the 21st Instant at 2. o’Clock P.M. 








Friday, the 2lst day of November, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: The Honbles. Roderick Finlayson Presdt., David Cameron, C.J., 
E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 

The Minutes of last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 

“An Act to amend the Real Estate Tax Act 1860,” was brought up for second 
reading—when it was ordered that this Bill be returned to the House of 
Assembly in order that the Sections may [be] numbered, and abstracted. 

“An Act to encrease the Number of Representatives for Victoria Town District, and 
to alter the limits of the said District,” was read a Second time, and the follow- 


ing Amendment was proposed, seconded, and agreed to, 
4 
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Clause V—At line 7—after the figures “1862,” insert the words “or in any 
Schedule to any Act amending the same.” 


“An Act to authorize the Governor of Vancouver Island, and its Dependencies, to 
erect a Powder Magazine for the custody of Gunpowder, and to regulate the 
sale, storage and keeping of Gunpowder”—which has been amended, and 
passed in Council on the 19th of September and sent down to The House of 
Assembly on the same day, was returned from the House with the following 
Minute appended— 

Legislative Assembly. 
The House agrees to all the amendments of the Honorable Council save and 
except the one—That twelve shillings and sixpence be altered to sixteen shillings and 


eight pence;—which the House declines taking into consideration, the same being 
subversive of the Rights, and Privileges of the Assembly. 


Upon the Bill coming up for consideration The Council decided to insist 
on the Amendment which has not been agreed to by the House of Assembly 
and a Message was ordered to be sent to the House of Assembly to that 
effect, and stating that the Council is unable to see how such an Amendment 
can be subversive of the Rights and Privileges of the House of Assembly. 


t) 


“An Act to repeal and amend the Laws affecting Trades Licenses” was received 


from the House of Assembly, and read a first time. 
The Council then adjourned until Wednesday the 3rd December at 1. o’Clock P.M. 


Wednesday, the 3rd day of December, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson Presdt., David Cameron C.J., E. Graham 
Alston, Alexander Watson. 


The Minutes of last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The following Communication from His Excellency the Governor was received— 
Victoria, 
15th November 1862 
To—tThe President and Members of the Honorable The Legislative Council 


Gentlemen, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
25th September, transmitting a Resolution of the Council relative to the employ- 
ment of Emigrants in the construction of public Works, and the same shall receive 
my early, and best attention. 

(signed) James Douglas 
Governor 


A communication was also received from the Colonial Treasurer, requesting to be 
furnished with a detailed Estimate of the probable Income and Expenditure of 
the Council for the year to commence 1st January 1863. 
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“An Act to repeal and amend the Laws affecting Trades licences,” and “An Act to 
amend the Real Estate Tax Act 1860,” were respectively read a second time 
and ordered to be committed. 


“An Act to encrease the Number of Representatives for Victoria Town District and 
to alter the limits of the said District,” was read a third time, and passed as 
amended. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday the 5th Instant at 1. o’Clock P.M. 


Friday, the 5th day of December, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. R. Finlayson, President, David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, 
Alexander Watson. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The following Communication was received from the House of Assembly— 


House of Assembly 
December Sth 1862. 


To The President and Gentlemen of The Honorable The Legislative Council— 


Gentlemen 


I am to inform your Honorable Council, with reference to your Communication 
to the House of Assembly of the 21st ultimo, insisting on the Amendments made to 
the “Gunpowder Act 1862,” that the House ask a conference on the subject thereof. 


I have &c. 
(sgd.) E.J. Nesbitt 
Actg. Clerk 
House of Assembly. 
It was ordered that a conference be granted, to take place on Monday the 
8th Instant at 1 oClock P.M. 


The Council authorized the Clerk to transmit to the Colonial Treasurer, in reply 
to the communication received on the 3rd Instant, an Estimate of the probable 
Expenditure of the Council for the year commencing 1st January 1863, as 


follows— 
Salary to Clerk of the Council ________ £100— 
Olfices coutmecneies ae -s eeeeeeess 50— 
SE Ota pace ee eae ay ae eee £150— 
“An Act to amend the Real Estate Tax Act 1860,” was then considered in Com- 
mittee. 


Clauses I to XI—agreed to. 

Schedule A—In Clause XII to be placed at the end of Clause XI—and the 
following alterations made in it— 

In 3rd Column—Strike out the word “amount” and insert “description” in 
lieu thereof—and after the word “situated” add “Town or District.” 
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In 4th Column Strike out the word “‘admeasurements” and form two columns 


thus: 
No. No. 
of of 
Block Lot 
on 
Sec: 


Clauses XIII to XV agreed to. 
The Council then adjourned to Monday the 8th Instant, at 12. o’Clock P.M. 








Monday, the 8th day of December, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 

The Minutes of last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 

A conference was held with the House of Assembly on the subject of the Powder 
Magazine Act 1862. 
Present: Messrs. Tolmie, Burnaby, Franklin, Trimble, Cocker. 

The Manager on the part of the House of Assembly insisted that the amend- 
ment to the Bill was disagreed to on the ground that the fee imposed by the 
Council amendment for the Storage of Gunpowder was too high: and that 
the original one would be sufficient to meet the expenses of the Magazine. 

The Council agreed to waive their amendment on the ground offered by the 
House of Assembly in the conference, vizt. that the sum of twelve shillings and 
sixpence per ton per month for storage, would be sufficient to meet the 
expenses of the proposed Magazine. 

The consideration of the “Real Estate Tax Amendment Act 1862” was then resumed 
in Committee— 

Clause XVI—At line 5—after the word “thereto” insert together with a 
“true copy thereof.” 

Clauses XVII to XXIV—agreed to. 

Clause XXV—In the form of Notice between columns 2 & 3, insert a 
column headed “Town or District.” 

Clauses XXVI to XXXIV, agreed to. 

Clause XXXV At line 11—after the word “is”—insert “or are.” 

Clause XXX VI—agreed to. 

Clauses—XXXVII and XXXVIII, not agreed to, as necessitating the keep- 
ing of provisional accounts, and tending to embarras the collection of the 
Revenue. 

Clauses XXXIX to XLIII, agreed to. 

The further consideration of the Bill was then postponed; and, 
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“An Act to repeal and amend the Laws affecting Trades Licenses” was taken up in 
Committee— 
Clauses I to XX—agreed to. 
Clause XXI—At line 3, after the word “‘completed”—insert “‘and arranged 
in Alphabetical Order of surnames.” 

At lines 4, 5, 6, 7, & 8—strike out the words “The Treasurer shall 
thereupon make a Copy of every such roll arranged in Alphabetical order 
of surnames, and shall cause the Sheriff to post up such Copy in” and 
insert “the said Assessor shall thereupon make true copies thereof, and 
publish the same by posting them up in not less than.” 

Clause XXII to XXXVI, agreed to. 


The Council then adjourned until Thursday the 11th Instant at 12. o’Clock P.M. 








Thursday, the 11th day of December, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. David Cameron C.J., E. Graham Alston, Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


Communications were received from the House of Assembly enclosing— 

1. “An Act to encrease the number of Representatives for Victoria Town 
District and to alter the limits of the said District.” 

2. “An Act to authorize The Governor of Vancouver Island and its De- 
pendencies to erect a Powder Magazine for the Custody of Gunpowder and 
to regulate the sale, Storage, and keeping of Gunpowder.” 

3. “An Act to establish a decimal system of accounts in the Colony of Van- 
couver Island and its Dependencies” 

which had been severally agreed to in the House of Assembly. 


Mr. Watson handed in a protest against the passage of the Stamp Act which was 
ordered to be entered on the Minutes. 


Protest 


I Alexander Watson, hereby protest against the passage of An Act intituled “An 
Act to impose certain Stamp Duties on Writings and Deeds” on the ground that the 
Machinery proposed by the Bill is totally inadequate to insure the collection of the 
Tax. 
(sgd.) Alexander Watson 


The Bill was then brought up as amended by the House of Assembly—read 
a third time, and passed. 


The consideration of “An Act to amend the Real Estate Tax Act 1860,” was then 
resumed in Committee. 
It was moved by Mr. Cameron at Clause XLIV—at line 13, after the words 
“liable to pay the same”—the remainder of the Clause be struck out. 
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Also that Sections XLV, XLVI, XLVII, XLVI, XLIX, L, LI, LII, LIII, 
LIV, LV, and LVI be struck out. 

The Motion not being seconded, These Sections were then passed—as also 
Section LVIJ—to the end of the Bill. 


The Council then resumed its [sitting] and the Standing Orders having been sus- 
pended, the Bill was ordered to be read a third time and passed—Mr. Cameron 
dissenting thereto. 


The consideration of “An Act to repeal and amend the Laws affecting Trades 
Licences” was then resumed in Committee. 

It was moved by Mr. Cameron: Ciause XXXVII—At line 3—after the 
words ‘“‘Ten days” strike out “the Sheriff shall” and insert “it shall be lawful 
for the Treasurer to authorize the Sheriff by a Warrant under his hand and 
seal to.” Seconded by Mr. Watson, and agreed to. 

Clauses XX XVIII, XXXIX, XL—agreed to. 

, O&LI, (Form H omitted in Schedule). 
» XLII, XLII, XLIV—agreed to. 

» XLV—(Form J omitted in Schedule). 
,,  X&sLVI—(Form K omitted in Schedule). 
» X®%LVII—agreed to. 

The Council then resumed its sitting and the Standing Orders having been 
suspended the Bill was ordered to be read a third time and passed. 


The attention of the House of Assembly was ordered to be directed to the omission 
of the Forms H, J, and K in Schedule to the “Trades Licenses Amendment 
Acts: 


The Council then adjourned until Monday the 22nd Instant at 1.30 P.M. 








Monday, the 22nd day of December, 1862 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson Presdt., David Cameron, C.J., E. Graham 
Alston, Alexander Watson. 


The Minutes of last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Members of Council attended His Excellency The Governor to The House 
of Assembly for the purpose of being present at the Prorogation of the House. 


The Members of the House of Assembly being in their places, His Excellency took 
possession of the Speaker’s Chair and addressed the Legislative Bodies as 
follows— 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and of The Legislative Assembly. 


In closing this Session of the Legislature, it affords me great pleasure to convey 
to you my warmest acknowledgments for the anxious, and careful attention with 
which you have applied yourselves to the discharge of your public duties; and I 
may add the result of your deliberations cannot fail to be satisfactory to the people 
of the Colony. 
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The Moneys which you have granted for Public Works are now being laid out 
in improving the Main Roads leading into the settled Districts about Victoria, and 
in forming a road-way through Cowichan, and Nanaimo, to the Comax Settlement; 
for the purpose of connecting those Districts by a practicable overland communica- 
tion with each other, and with Victoria. 

Measures are also in progress for improving the Harbor of Victoria, a work 
which has been unavoidably delayed by financial arrangements. 


Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly; 


I thank you for the supplies which you have granted for the service of the year, 
and for the purpose of carrying into effect the several objects of public utility which 
were set forth in the Estimates. 


Honorable Gentlemen of The Legislative Council, and of The Legislative Assembly: 


I have to congratulate you on the thriving state of Trade; the encrease of Popu- 
lation; the growing value of fixed property; the large demand for agricultural 
produce; the state of the Public Revenue; and on the generally satisfactory condi- 
tion of the Colony, which I trust will with the blessing of God, continue to prosper. 

I now prorogue this Parliament. 


The Honorable Chief Justice Cameron then said, 
Gentlemen of The House of Assembly, I have the honor, by command of 
His Excellency The Governor, to announce that this Parliament stands pro- 
rogued until Friday the 2nd day of January next. 


His Excellency The Governor, attended by the Members of Council then withdrew 
and the Council adjourned until Friday 2nd January 1863. 








Friday, the 2nd day of January, 1863 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, Presidt., David Cameron C.J., Alexander 
Watson. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


The Members of Council attended His Excellency The Governor to the House of 
Assembly, for the purpose of being present at the opening of the fourth Session 
of Parliament. 


The Members of the House having assembled, His Excellency took possession of the 
Speaker’s chair, and addressed the Legislative Bodies as follows—, 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and of The House of Assembly— 


The requirements of the public service have rendered it necessary to call you 
together again at this time, after an unusually brief respite from your Legislative 
duties. 

The business which I have to press upon your attention is the consideration of 
the Estimates intended for the Service of the current year—and also of certain 
Acts for enabling companies properly constituted to acquire the land necessary for 
their operations. 
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The importance of such measures in their present bearings on the employment 
of labor, and on the prospective interests of the Colony is so well known and so 
generally recognized, that I feel assured no unnecessary delay will occur in their 
passage through the Legislature. 


Government will have to extend its fostering care to the recently formed 
settlement at Cowichan, and Comax; to provide for their protection and security, 
and to furnish such aid as may be deemed advisable for their secular, and religious 
instruction of the Settlers in those Districts. 


It affords me great satisfaction to state that the Returns received from the Land 
Office shew that there is a rapidly increasing demand for the acquisition of Land 
within the Colony: the areas conveyed by sale, and occupied under the pre-emption 
Act, without purchaser, for the year 1862, being about ninety per cent in excess of 
the quantities sold and otherwise conveyed in 1861. 


I may also allude to the gratifying circumstance that a highly respectable 
English Association is about to form a Settlement at Quatseeno on the West Coast 
of Vancouver Island. They propose to open mines of coal, to establish fisheries, to 
embark largely in the export of Deals, and Ships Spars—and in other branches of 
Trade that promise remunerative employment for capital. I will make no comment 
on the character of an Enterprise of such obvious importance to the progress of the 
Colony. I shall not fail to extend to it all the protection, and encouragement in my 
power, and I trust it may prove completely successful, and fully realize the hopes of 
its spirited projectors. 

I will again call the attention of the Legislature to the great importance of pro- 
viding for a Geological Survey of the Colony; a measure well calculated to develop 
its true interests and resources. 


The mountain ranges which now so unprofitably occupy a large portion of the 
Island are with good reason supposed to abound in valuable minerals: when that 
fact is demonstrated by carefully conducted scientific explorations, a new era will 
dawn upon the Colony, and sources of wealth will be laid open which must eventu- 
ally place it at the summit of material prosperity. 


Assistance will be asked from the House for the purpose of carrying that 
object into effect and also for encouraging the taking of Cod and other fish on the 
coasts of the Island; and as a means of stimulating Trade, and settlement, I shall 
propose a small grant to be employed in subsidizing a Steam vessel to ply at stated 
intervals between Comox, and Victoria, touching at Cowichan, Salt Spring, Na- 
naimo, and the other intermediate settlements. 


Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly, 


The Estimates for the year will shortly be laid before you, wherein I have 
provided for the various services before alluded to, and for other services not herein 
specially noticed. 


Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and of the House of Assembly, 


A Bill to legalize the collection of small debts, and to reduce the costs, and 
modify the present procedure, will, together with other measures, be introduced and 
submitted in course of the Session for your consideration. 


A Communication was received from the House of Assembly dated the twenty- 
third of December eighteen hundred and sixty two enclosing 
“An Act for consolidating in one Act, certain provisions usually inserted 
in Acts, authorizing the making of Railways”, and 
“An Act, consolidating in one Act certain provisions usually inserted in 
Acts, authorizing the taking of Lands for undertakings of a public nature.” 


The Council then adjourned until Tuesday the sixth day of January eighteen hundred 
and sixty three. 
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Tuesday, the 6th day of January, 1863 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Honbles. Roderick Finlayson, Presdt., David Cameron C.J., Alex- 
ander Watson. 


The Minutes of last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


A Committee was appointed to draw up Standing Orders vizt. Honble. E. G. Alston, 
and Honble. Alexander Watson. 


The Council then adjourned until Thursday 22nd of January, 1863. 





Thursday, the 22nd day of January, 1863 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. Roderick Finlayson Presdt., David Cameron, C.J., Alexander 
Watson. 


The Minutes of last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


Mr. Watson gave notice that at next Meeting of Council he would move that an 
Address be presented to His Excellency in answer to the Speech. 


Communications were received from the House of Assembly enclosing: 
1. “An Act to prohibit Sunday Trading.” 
2. “An Act to repeal and amend the Laws affecting the repair, improvement, 
and regulation of Roads in Vancouver Island, and its Dependencies.” 


The following Acts were read a first time: 

“An Act for consolidating in one Act certain provisions usually inserted in 
Acts authorizing the making of Railways.” 

“An Act for consolidating in one Act certain provisions usually inserted in 
Acts authorizing the taking of Lands for undertakings of a public nature.” 

“An Act to prohibit Sunday Trading” and, 

“An Act to repeal and amend the Laws affecting the repair, improvement, 
and regulation of Roads in Vancouver Island and its Dependencies.” 


The Council then adjourned until Monday, 26th January, 1863. 
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The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment, at 1. o’Clock P.M. 
Present: Honbles. R. Finlayson, President, D. Cameron C.J., Alexander Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


The Council considered the Subject of the Appointment of a Clerk in the room of 
the late Joseph Porter Esqre. and unanimously appointed Mr. E. J. Nesbitt to 
perform the duties, at a Salary of one hundred pounds per annum. 
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The following Address to the Governor in reply to His Excellency’s Speech on the 
occasion of the opening of the fourth Session of the present Parliament. 


To His Excellency James Douglas Esquire Companion of the Most Honorable Order 
of the Bath, Governor, and Commander in Chief of the Colony of Vancouver 
Island and its Dependencies, Vice Admiral of the same &c. &c. &c. 


The Humble Address of the Legislative Council of the Colony of Vancouver Island. 


May it please your Excellency 


The Legislative Council begs to acknowledge Your Excellency’s Speech on the 
occasion of the opening of the fourth Session of this present Parliament. 

The Council begs respectfully to congratulate Your Excellency on the continued 
prosperity of the Colony arising out of the increase in population and Capital; and 
the increased demand for Agricultural lands, and the Council desires to assure Your 
Excellency, that the business which Your Excellency has been pleased to submit to 
the Legislature, will be carried through this Branch of the Legislature with all pos- 
sible despatch consistent with the importance of the measures. 


The Council then adjourned until Wednesday 28th January at 2. o’Clock P.M. 








Wednesday, the 28th day of January, 1863 


A quorum of Members not being present there was no Meeting. 








Monday, the 2nd day of February, 1863 


The Council met this day at 2. o’Clock P.M. 


Present: Honbles. R. Finlayson, President, D. Cameron C.J., A. Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A Petition from George A. Walker [Walkem] praying to be admitted to practice Law 
in the Colony, was read, and ordered to be laid on the table. 


“The Act to prohibit Sunday Trading” was read a second time, and ordered to be 
amended as follows: 
That the following clause be inserted immediately after the preamble, 
“That no Tradesman, Artificer, Workman, laborer, or other person whatso- 
ever shall do, or exercise any worthy labor, business, or work of his ordinary 
calling, upon the Lord’s day, or any part thereof (works of necessity or charity 
only excepted) and that every person of the age of fourteen years, or upwards, 
offending in the premises, shall for every such offence forfeit the sum of five 
pounds, to be recovered in a summary way before any Justice of the Peace.” 


2. That the words “nor to Butchers, Bakers, or Fishmongers” be struck out. 
The following Acts were read a second time— 
1. “An Act consolidating in one Act certain provisions usually inserted in 
Acts, authorizing the taking of lands for undertaking of a public nature.” 
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2. “An Act for consolidating in one Act certain provisions usually inserted 
in Acts authorizing the making of Railways.” 

3. An Act to repeal the laws affecting the repair, improvement and regula- 
tion of roads in Vancouver Island, and its Dependencies. 


The Council then adjourned till Wednesday 4th February. 





Wednesday, the 4th day of February, 1863 


The Council met this day at 3. oClock P.M. 
Present: Honbles. R. Finlayson, President, D. Cameron, C.J., A. Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


The Council adjourned until Friday next 6th Instant. 


Friday, the 6th day of February, 1863 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment, but a quorum of Members not 
being present, there was no Meeting. 


Monday, the 9th day of February, 1863 


The Council met this day at 2. oClock. 
Present: Honbles. R. Finlayson, Presdt., D. Cameron, C.J., A. Watson. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A communication was received from the House of Assembly dated February 4th 
1863 enclosing “An Act to amend the Alien Act 1861.” 

“An Act to prohibit Sunday Trading’”—was further amended as follows. In the 
last line, insert betwixt the words “Trading” and ‘“Act’”—the word “prohibi- 
tion,” whereupon the Act was read a third time, and passed as amended. 

“An Act consolidating in one Act certain provisions usually inserted in Acts author- 
izing the taking of lands for undertakings of a public nature’ was amended as 
follows— 

Clause 10—to be struck out. 

Clauses 19 and 20, to be struck out. 

It was then ordered that the Bill be engrossed, and brought up for a third 
reading at the next meeting. 
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“An Act for consolidating in one Act, certain provisions usually inserted in Acts, 

authorizing the making of Railways” was amended as follows, 

In Clause 12, strike out “114th.” 

The Act was then ordered to be engrossed, and brought up for a third 
reading. 

Mr. G. A. Walker’s Petition was then considered, and the Clerk was ordered to 
inform Mr. Walker that the Standing Orders of the Council do not admit of 
his Petition being considered during the present Session of the Legislature. 

“An Act to amend the Alien Act 1861” was read a first time. 

The Council then adjourned until Wednesday 11th February at 2. oClock P.M. 














Wednesday, the 11th day of February, 1863 


The Council met this day in pursuance of adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. R. Finlayson, President, D. Cameron C.J., A. Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The following Acts were read a third time, and passed. 
“An Act for consolidating in one Act, certain provisions, usually inserted in 
Acts—authorizing the making of Railways.” 
“An Act for consolidating in one Act, certain provisions usually inserted in 
Acts, authorizing the taking of Lands for undertakings of a public nature.” 
“A Bill for the regulation of the Harbors of Vancouver Island,” was received from 
the House of Assembly, and read a first time. 
The Council then adjourned till Friday, February 13th at 2. o’Clock P.M. 








Friday, the 13th day of February, 1863 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Honbles. R. Finlayson, President, D. Cameron C.J., A. Watson. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 

A communication was received from the House of Assembly transmitting a “Bill 
for constituting Inferior Courts of Civil Justice in Vancouver Island and its 
Dependencies.” 

“A Bill for constituting Inferior Courts of Civil Justice in Vancouver Island and its 
Dependencies”—was read a first time, whereupon Mr. Cameron gave notice of 
amendment. 

“A Bill for the regulation of the Harbors of Vancouver Island”—was read a second 
time, also a third time and passed. 

The Council then adjourned until Wednesday, 18th February 1863 at 2. o’Clock 
P.M. 
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Wednesday, the 18th day of February, 1863 


A quorum of Members not being present there was no Meeting. 











Monday, the 23rd day of February, 1863 


The Council met this day. 
Present: Honbles. R. Finlayson, President, D. Cameron C.J., A. Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


Communications from the House of Assembly were received, transmitting: 

1. “An Act to declare the denominations to be used in the various 
Stamps used under the Stamp Act 1862.” 

2. “An Act to apply the Sum of Twenty five thousand, seven hundred 
and five Dollars, out of the General Revenue of the Colony of Vancouver 
Island, and its Dependencies, for the payment of certain salaries and 
expenses for the service of the year 1863.” 

3. “An Act to apply the sum of Two hundred and forty seven thousand, 
two hundred and twenty five Dollars, out of the General Revenue of the 
Colony of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies for the Service of the 
year 1863.” 

4. “An Act to grant a supplemental Supply of Twenty four thousand, 
one hundred and twenty nine Dollars for the service of the year 1863”— 
and, 

5. “An Act to declare the fees, licenses, and dues payable for the 
Entrance, and clearance of Vessels, and for permits for landing goods, 
and for licenses to Scows, boats and other small craft in the Ports of 
Entry in Vancouver Island, other than Victoria, and Esquimalt” 

which were read a first time. 

“An Act to prohibit Sunday Trading” was received from the House of Assembly, 
together with a Message as follows, “The Amendments made by your Honor- 
able Council thereto were not agreed to by the House of Assembly” which 
was ordered to be laid on the table. 

“An Act for consolidating in one Act certain provisions usually inserted in Acts, 
authorizing the taking of Lands for undertakings of a public nature,” was 
received from the House of Assembly, amended as follows— 

In Clause seven, line eight, insert the words “Chief Justice” in lieu of “Sur- 
veyor General,” which amendment was agreed to. 

“An Act for consolidating in one Act, certain provisions usually inserted in Acts, 
authorizing the making of Railroads,” was received from the House of As- 
sembly amended as follows— 

In Clause thirteen, lines three and four, insert the words “Chief Justice” in 
lieu of “Surveyor General,” which amendment was concurred in. 


The Council then adjourned until Tuesday 24th February 1863, at 2. o’Clock P.M. 
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Tuesday, the 24th day of February, 1863 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. R. Finlayson, President, D. Cameron C.J., A. Watson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read, and confirmed. 


“An Act entitled an Act to declare the validity of the Debentures issued by the 
Municipal Council, and the mode of enforcing the payment of the Assessment, 
Licenses, fines, and penalties directed to be assessed, and levied by the Bye 
Laws passed by the Municipal Council, by virtue of the ‘Victoria Incorporation 
Act 1862’, was received from the House of Assembly, and read a first time. 

The Standing Orders of the Council were suspended, and the Bill was read 
a second time and considered in Committee. 
The following Amendments were then agreed to 
In the pre-amble, after the word “Act,” insert “and it is expedient to 
remove the same’’. 
That Section 3 to 23 be struck out, and that Section 24 be numbered 
Section 3, and that Clause 25 be numbered Clause 4. 
Clause 26, to be struck out. 
Clause 27, shall be numbered. 
Clause 5—and amended, by striking out the word “amendment’”—and 
inserting “debenture.” 
The Title—After the word “Council,” strike out all the words following 
and insert ‘“‘of Victoria”. 
In the Schedule, between the words “Incorporation” and “Act,” insert 
the word “Debenture”—(on the sixth line.) 
The Bill was then read a third time, and passed. 


The “Stamp Act 1863” was read a second time, and considered in Committee. The 
following amendments were agreed to— 

Preamble—Strike out “certain equivalents in Dollars, and cents, are declared 
in respect of Sterling money’’—and insert in lieu thereof “the money of account 
of the Colony of Vancouver Island, and its Dependencies, has been altered to 
Dollars and cents.” 

After the word “expedient” insert the words “that the Stamps to be issued 
under the said Stamp Act shall correspond in denomination with the present 
legal money of account, and whereas the values of said Stamps should be 
declared equivalent to the values intended to be levied under the Stamp Act 
aforesaid.” 

Clause 1—after the word “Stamps” insert the words “to be provided by the 
Treasurer under the provisions of the Stamp Act, 1862, shall be held to be 
equivalent, for the purposes of this Act, to the values in Dollars and cents 
mentioned in the Schedule A of this Act.” 
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After Clause II—insert the following schedule— 


Schedule A 


Sterling. Dollars & Cents 

£0.0.214 equal to 0.05 
0.2.0 aa 35 0.50 
0.4.0 Sabres 1.00 
0.8.0 SSeS 2.00 
0.12.0 ost 53 3.00 
0.16.0 ie Ss 4.00 
1.0.0 ey 5.00 


The following Bills were read a second time. 


The 


“An Act to apply the Sum of $25,705 out of the General Revenue of the 
Colony of Vancouver Island, and its Dependencies, for the payment of certain 
Salaries, and Expenses, for the service of the year One thousand eight hundred 
and sixty three.” 

“An Act to apply the sum of Two hundred and forty seven thousand, two 
hundred, and twenty five Dollars, out of the General Revenue of the Colony 
of Vancouver Island, and its Dependencies, to the service of the year One 
thousand, eight hundred and sixty three.” 

“An Act to grant a Supplemental Supply of Twenty four thousand, one 
hundred, and twenty nine Dollars, and fifty three cents, for the service of the 
year One thousand, eight hundred, and sixty three,” and 

“An Act to declare the fees, licenses, and dues payable for the entrance, 
and clearance of vessels, and for permits for landing goods, and for licenses 
to Scows, boats, and other Small Craft, in the Ports of Entry in Vancouver 
Island, other than Victoria, and Esquimalt.” 


Standing Orders of the Council were then suspended, and the following Bills 
were read a third time, and passed— 

“Supply Bill for twenty five thousand, seven hundred and five Dollars.” 

“Supply Bill for two hundred and forty seven thousand two hundred and 
twenty five Dollars.” 

“Supplementary Supply Bill for twenty four thousand, one hundred and 
twenty nine Dollars and fifty three cents.” 

“An Act to declare the fees, licences, and dues payable for the entrance and 
clearance of Vessels, and for permits for landing goods, and for Licenses to 
Scows, Boats and other Small Craft, in the Ports of entry in Vancouver Island, 
other than Victoria, and Esquimalt.” 

“An Act to declare the denominations to be used in the various Stamps issued 
under the Stamp Act 1862.” 


The Council then adjourned until Friday 26th February at 2. oClock P.M. 
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Friday, the 26th day of February, 1863 


The Council met this day at 3. oClock. 
Present: Honbles. D. Cameron C.J., E. G. Alston, A. Watson. 
The Minutes of last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The Council granted a conference to the House of Assembly on the subject of 
Council Amendments to the “Victoria Incorporation Act 1863.” 


The Gentlemen of the House of Assembly having retired, The Council 
agreed to abide by their amendments, and instructed the Clerk to communicate 
their decision to Mr. Speaker. 


The Council then adjourned till tomorrow at 2. o’Clock P.M. 





Saturday, the 27th day of February, 1863 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: Honbles. R. Finlayson, President, D. Cameron C.J., A. Watson. 
A Communication was received from the House of Assembly assenting to the 


Council Amendments to the “Victoria Incorporation [Debenture] Act 1863.” 


The Council then accompanied His Excellency to the House of Assembly, for the 
purpose of being present at the prorogation of Parliament. 


His Excellency delivered the following speech— 


Honorable Gentlemen, and, Gentlemen, 


It affords me great satisfaction to inform you that I have received [a com- 
munication] from Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies 
signifying Her Majesty’s approval of the V.I. Road, and Harbor Act which authorizes 
the Governor to contract a Loan, not exceeding £40.000—for the purpose of con- 
structing Roads, and improving Victoria Harbor. 

Her Majesty’s assent to this measure having removed the only obstacle to these 
important works, no time will be lost in their vigorous prosecution. 

With that view, it is proposed to obtain a Steam Dredge, and to commence as 
soon as possible the work of excavating, and deepening the Harbor. 

I am happy to inform you that the Colony is everywhere in a state of profound 
tranquility. The Native Indian Tribes continue to manifest the most friendly dis- 
position, and to [express] sentiments of the truest loyalty, and attachment to Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

As the powers of the Legislature will soon legally terminate, it is my intention 
to dissolve the present House, and to issue Writs for a new election. 

In releasing you from the Labors of the Session, I desire to convey to you my 
sincere thanks for the zeal, and attention, with which you have applied yourselves 
to the discharge of your Legislative duties. 

Many wise, and useful Laws have been passed since you were first assembled, 
and that period has been signalised in no common degree, by the blessings of suc- 
cessful industry, prosperity, and abundance. 


Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly— 

I have also to thank you for the Supply which you have granted for the service 
of the year. 

The money will be applied with due care, and economy, towards the ordinary 
expenses of the Government and in carrying on the public works, which are so 
essential to the progress, and prosperity of the Colony. 
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The Chief Justice then said, 


Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, I have the honour by command of 
His Excellency The Governor, to announce that this Parliament stands pro- 
rogued to Saturday the 28th day of February Instant.14 


14 By Proclamation dated 28 February 1863, Governor Douglas dissolved the House of 
Assembly and issued writs for a new election. The Council, as such, did not meet again but 
was reconstituted as an Executive Council and Legislative Council in accordance with Douglas’ 
instructions of 8 October 1862. 
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF THE 
COLONY OF VANCOUVER ISLAND 


Tuesday, the 20th day of October, 1863 


Pursuant to summons from His Excellency the Governor, the undermentioned 
officers assembled before His Excellency. 


Mr. William Alexander George Young Acting Colonial Secretary 
Mr. George Hunter Cary Attorney General 

Mr. Alexander Watson Treasurer 

Mr. Benjamin William Pearse Acting Surveyor General 


His Excellency stated that Her Majesty had been pleased to separate the Council 
of Vancouver’s Island into an Executive and Legislative Council, and that 
therefore he had summoned the foregoing gentlemen for the purpose of com- 
municating to them the powers and Authorities in that behalf existing, and 
for the purpose of each Member so appointed to the Executive Council taking 
the requisite Oaths. 


Her Majesty’s Commission addressed to James Douglas C. B., Governor of Van- 
couver’s Island and bearing date the 8th October A. D. 1862 read at length, 
by the Colonial Secretary. 


Her Majesty’s Instructions, addressed as aforesaid, and bearing date the 8th Octo- 
ber A.D. 1862 founded upon the foregoing Commission read at length by the 
Colonial Secretary. 


His Excellency then administered the Oath of Allegiance to the various Members 
appointed by Her Majesty’s Instructions as aforesaid to constitute the Executive 
Council of Vancouver’s Island, in the order in which they are described in the 
said Instructions. 


The Council then proceeded to business. 


Discussion upon the delay which has occurred in the Revision of the One per Cent 
Tax Roll. Mr. Wylly the Assessor called before the Council and reported that 
he had used every effort to induce the Revisors to continue and complete their 
work, but owing to the absence of one, the sickness of another; and the legis- 
lative duties of a third, it had been very difficult to form a quorum at many 
recent Meetings. 

The Attorney General stated that he could proceed against the Revisors by 
Mandamus but it was a course which he would suggest had better be avoided, 
if it were possible by other means to obtain the end desired. 

Settled that the Colonial Secretary should address a letter to the Chairman of 
the Court of Revision urging the completion of the work, and inquiring whether 
any further aid were desired from the Executive. 
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The Reports of Mr. Pemberton, the Surveyor General now absent in England were 
read respecting the arrangements for the purchase of Machinery for the Steam 
Dredge and Tug for Victoria Harbour. 

Settled that the Colonial Secretary issue the requisite instructions to the 
Acting Surveyor General to call for Tenders for building the Hulls &c. 


His Excellency announced that discoveries of Gold had been made in the Island, 
and therefore that it was desirable to prepare gold mining rules in the event of 
the discoveries proving sufficiently remunerative to be worked. 

Attorney General instructed to draft rules and regulations in the shape of a 
proclamation. 


Council adjourned until again summoned. 
Signed William A. G. Young 








Friday, the 15th day of January, 1864 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, Messrs. Young, Cary, Watson, Pearse. 
Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


His Excellency explained that he had summoned the Council to consider the means 
of effecting a final settlement with the Hudson’s Bay Co. of the questions 
concerning the land around Victoria. The questions in dispute between the 
Company and Her Majesty’s Government had been narrowed to the yielding 
up by the Company of the rear portion of the Government Reserve at James’ 
Bay, which from a letter from W. F. Tolmie Esqr. the Company’s Agent at 
Victoria, dated the 21st November 1863, it appeared had been sold by the 
Company. His Excellency was therefore desirous to consider in Council the 
most desirable manner of speedily and finally dealing with this last remaining 
point. 

Despatch of the Duke of Newcastle of 20th August 1863 No. 34, with its 
enclosures read and considered. Letter aforementioned from Dr. Tolmie also 
read and considered. 

Discussion followed in which Mr. Young and Mr. Cary took part. Agreed 
that Mr. Cary should without delay prepare Drafts of Deeds for the conveyance 
to the Crown of the various portions of land to be conveyed under the Inden- 
ture of Settlement of 3rd February 1862; but with respect to the portion in 
dispute in the rear of the Government Buildings that the Company should only 
be asked to do what they proposed in Sir Edmund Head’s Letter of 1st August 
1863 viz.: to surrender any right or title the Company may have in that portion. 


The Council then adjourned. 
Signed William A. G. Young 
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Monday, the 14th day of March, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, The 
Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


The Governor stated that he had summoned the Council to communicate his inten- 
tion of leaving today for British Columbia, and that his official relations with 
the Colony would terminate today, and he thanked the Council for the zeal 
and assistance which he had at all times received from the various Members 
composing the Council, and stated that he was ready to bear willing testimony 
to their integrity and ability. 

His Excellency then mentioned that he had been desirous before finally closing his 
connection with the Colony to frame a Mining Law suitable to the particular 
circumstances of this Colony; explained his views thereupon, and deprecated 
the imposition of a Free Miners License Fee, as being not suitable to the 
character of the Mining in Vancouver’s Island; the regulations for which he 
considered should be upon the same basis as the commercial policy of the 
Government, perfect Free Trade. 

His Excellency then laid before the Council an application from Mr. Young the 
Colonial Secretary, for 12 months leave of absence. 

Council assented thereto, Mr. Watson remarking that he thought it would be 
difficult to find any person capable of discharging the responsible duties of Mr. 
Young’s office; but suggested that probably Governor Kennedy’s private 
Secretary might be found to possess the necessary qualifications. 

His Excellency then laid before the Council an application from the Chief Justice, 
representing the necessity which existed for some arrangement to be made by 
which the duties of Registrar of the Supreme Court could be discharged; and 
suggesting that as it had not been found possible to obtain a suitable person to 
fill the Office at the Salary fixed, a temporary arrangement might be made 
under which the Registrar General of Deeds should give a portion of his time 
to the performance of certain of the more responsible duties, and a Judge’s 
Clerk be appointed to attend to the more clerical duties, the Registrar’s Salary 
being paid to them. 

Discussion followed and general opinion expressed that although there was 
no objection to the provisional appointment of the Clerk, it was not deemed 
expedient to imperil the efficiency of the Land Registry Office by the imposition 
of further duties upon the Registrar General. Colonial Secretary to acquaint 
Chief Justice accordingly. 

Mr. Young then on behalf of the Council expressed to His Excellency their sense of 
the kind manner in which he had alluded to their individual services and 
assistance, and of the courtesy which they had at all times received at his hands, 
and concluded by wishing His Excellency upon his departure every health, 
happiness and prosperity. 

The Council then adjourned. 

Signed William A. G. Young 
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Saturday, the 26th day of March, 1864 


Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Act- 
ing Surveyor General. 

The Council received His Excellency Arthur Edward Kennedy C.B. appointed 
Governor & Commander in Chief in and over the Colony of Vancouver’s 
Island and its Dependencies. 

His Excellency produced Her Majesty’s Instructions and Commission. 

The Colonial Secretary then read Her Majesty’s Instructions dated at the 
Court at Windsor the 11 day of Decr. 1863. 

The Colonial Secretary then read Her Majesty’s Commission bearing equal 
date. 


The Colonial Secretary then administered the oath of allegience to His Excellency. 
The Colonial Secretary then administered the usual oath of office to His 
Excellency. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
Govr. 


William A. G. Young Col. Secty. 


Thursday, the 31st day of March, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secty., The Attorney General, 
The Treasurer. Subsequently The Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


Mr. Joseph Despard Pemberton, Surveyor General, admitted and sworn in, taking 
the Oath of allegiance administered by the governor. 


His Excellency explained necessity and expediency of special oath of office being 
administered to each Member of the Executive Council. Settled that Attorney 
General shall prepare an Act providing for the form of oath to be taken by 
Members of Executive Council. 


His Excellency brought before the Council the subject of the want of an official 
Residence, and read a Despatch on the same subject dated 16th September 
1863 signed by Sir Frederic Rogers conveying the opinion of the Secty. of S. 
Settled that a message should be addressed to the House of assembly forward- 
ing a copy of Sir Frederic Rogers’ Despatch and requesting that provision 
might be made for a temporary residence for the govr. of the Colony, and that 
a distinct proposition for a permanent Residence for the governor should be 
submitted with as little delay as possible. 
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His Excellency brought before the Council the subject of the governor being pro- 
vided with a private Secretary, and read a Despatch dated the 11 Sept. 1863, 
signed by Sir Frederick Rogers, expressing the opinion of the Secretary of 
State upon the matter. 

Discussion upon the subject. 
Settled that the matter be submitted to the Legislative Assembly and they 
be asked to provide a Salary of £250 per annum for a Private Secretary. 


His Excellency then brought before the Council the fact that the gentleman he had 
nominated as his private Secretary had been compelled to pay his own pas- 
sage to the Colony and read a Despatch from Sir Frederic Rogers dated 6th 
January 1864 conveying the opinion of the Secretary of State upon the point. 

H. E. put the question whether the Despatch should accompany the be- 
forementioned Despatch to the House of Assembly. 


Ayes Noes 
The Colonial Secy. The Attorney General 
The Treasurer The Surveyor General 


His Excellency gave the casting vote in favour of the Ayes, and so it passed 
in the affirmative. 

His Excellency then read a letter from Sir James Douglas dated the 14 March 1864 
covering a Resolution of the House of Assembly upon the subject of the 
establishment of a Ministerial Council composed of Members of the Legisla- 
tive Council & Assembly in order to form a recognized link between the Execu- 
tive and Legislative. 

Settled that the Message of the Assembly be acknowledged and they be 
informed that the matter shall receive His Excellency’s best consideration, but 
that he deems it would be inexpedient to enter upon so important a question 
with the limited experience of the Colony which he at present possesses. 

The tenders for conveying the Mails between Victoria & Comox were then con- 
sidered. 

Decided to call upon the Harbour Master to report upon the following 
points. 

The relative size & capacity of the Fideliter & Emily Harris for carrying 
Cattle and produce. 

The relative draught of water of these Vessels when loaded. 

Their general seaworthiness. 

Their relative Steam power. 

The depth of water at high and low water in the Channel of the Harbour 
into which the Courtenaey River runs at the settlement of Comox. 

An application was then read dated the 30th March 1864 and signed I. W. Powell 
on behalf of 90 gentlemen offering their services as a Volunteer Company. 

Settled to be acknowledged & brought up for consideration at next Meeting 
of Council. 

The Council then adjourned. 

A. E. Kennedy 
April 2/64 
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Saturday, the 2nd day of April, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney Gen- 

eral, The Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 
Minutes of last meeting read & confirmed. 

His Excellency read to the Council the Message he proposed to send to the Assembly 
in respect of the absence in the Colony of any Residence or temporary Resi- 
dence for its Governor. 

Message met with concurrence of Council. 
His Excellency read to the Council the Message he proposed to send to the Assembly 


with reference to making provision by way of Salary for his Private Secretary, 
and to reimburse the outlay incurred on account of his passage from England. 


Message met with concurrence of Council. 

His Excellency read to the Council Messages to the Legislative Council and to the 
Assembly covering copy of Despatch from Secty. of State acknowledging 
receipt of addresses from those bodies on occasion of Marriage of the Prince 
of Wales. 

Message met with concurrence of Council. 

Report of Harbour Master was then read upon the respective qualities of the two 
Vessels Fideliter and Emily Harris. 

Settled that the Tender for the conveyance of the Mails between Victoria and 
Comox be awarded to the Emily Harris, the lowest Tender offered. 


His Excellency then read the Message he proposed to address to the Legislative 
Assembly in reply to the recommendation of the House in respect to the 
appointment of a Ministerial Council. 

The Council concurred in the Message. 

A communication dated the 31st March 1864 signed by C. Street asking for assis- 
tance to enable Daniel Penny to bring out his Family from England was 
then read. 


Discussion upon the subject, and upon the subject of immigration generally 
and the most desirable means of promoting it. 


Settled that request of Daniel Penny cannot be directly acceded to by the 
Government. 


Application read from Muir Quartz Mining Co. dated 5 March 1864. 


Settled that applicants be acquainted their rights will be respected subject to 
the Mining Laws about to be issued. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
April 11/64 
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Monday, the 11th day of April, 1864. 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 


General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


The Governor laid before the Council the following communications from the 


The 


Honorable the Speaker of the House of Assembly in reply to Messages which 
His Excellency sent to the House in accordance with the decision arrived at 
upon the last Meeting of the Council. His Excellency stated that he had no 
remarks to offer upon these communications beyond stating that he is informed 
that the Resolutions contained in these communications were adopted by a 
majority of one—that being the Speakers casting vote. 


First. Message dated the 8th April 1864 conveying the Resolution passed 
by the House of Assembly on the 7th Instant declining to provide funds either 
for a permanent or for temporary Government House. 


Second. Message dated the 8 April 1864 conveying the Resolution passed 
by the House of Assembly on the 7th Instant declining at present to provide 
funds by way of Salary and passage money for the Governors private Secretary. 


Governor then laid before the Executive Council the draft of a message 
which he proposed to address to the Legislative Council, submitting for their 
opinion the copy of an address of the Legislative Assembly dated the 9th 
February 1864, to Sir James Douglas then Governor of the Colony, declining 
to vote the Civil List proposed by the Duke of Newcastle in a Dispatch dated 
15th June 1863, in return for the Crown Revenues of the Colony. 

His Excellency stated that he refrained from any discussion upon this ques- 
tion in Executive Council, simply desiring the opinion of the Council on the 
propriety and expediency of taking this step. His Excellency further referred 
the Council to the Royal Instructions and to Her Majesty’s Commission bearing 
upon a question of this character. 

The Executive Council entirely concurred in the views taken by His Excel- 
lency. 


The Governor then informed the Executive Council that the whole furniture of his 


office consisted of a Table, a Carpet and a few common Chairs. That there 
was no Library, Maps, or Books of reference of any kind. That there is no 
Messenger or Attendant of any kind provided for the Governors Office, nor 
provision made for any of these requisites in the Annual Estimates. The 
Estimates under the head ‘“‘Governor” as passed by the House of Assembly are 
a blank. His Excellency desired to know whether this has been the Custom in 
the Colony, or whether the Executive Council consider it decent, or possible 
that the public service can be carried on under such conditions. 


The Council expressed themselves in the following resolution. 


The Council are unanimously of opinion that the requirements before de- 
scribed are absolutely necessary for the proper conduct of the public service, 
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and recommend His Excellency to apply the requisite funds for obtaining them 
accordingly. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 


Apr. 29/64 





Friday, the 29th day of April, 1864 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, The 
Surveyor General. 


The Governor informed the Council that a Member of the House of Assembly 
waited upon him yesterday with a draft of a Bill proposed to be introduced to 
the House of Assembly establishing a Common School System; but as the Bill 
involved a money question it was necessary that the sanction of the Crown 
should be given to its introduction. His Excellency had objected to receive 
the Bill or to go into the question unless it were brought before him in the 
regular way so that he could present it in a proper manner to the Executive 
Council. The introducer of the Bill had promised to address a letter to His 
Excellency upon the subject, & His Excellency had therefore summoned the 
Council to consider that letter so that no delay might ensue. No letter had 
however been received up to the present moment & therefore His Excellency 
refrained from bringing the question up for consideration in Council. 


A Letter from the Attorney General dated April 27th 1864 enclosing Bill of Costs 
in the suit Attorney General versus Hudson’s Bay Company was then presented 
by His Excellency. 


Settled that the Bill should be first taxed in the regular way, and then paid. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 


May 2/64 











Monday, the 2nd day of May, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, the Colonial Secretary, the Treasurer, the 
Surveyor General. 


The Governor read to the Council a letter dated the 2nd May 1864 from the 
Speaker of the House of Assembly, upon the subject of the introduction of a 
Bill establishing a common School system, involving a permanent charge upon 
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the Revenue, and suggesting that the sanction of the Executive should be 
given to the same, the matter not being recommended in the Governor’s 
opening speech. 
Discussion followed. Agreed that sanction should be given. 
Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy Gov. 


May 9/64 











Monday, the 9th day of May, 1864 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


His Excellency laid before the Council the draft of a Message to the House of 
Assembly enclosing a statement of sums expended in excess of votes during 
the year 1863, and recommending that a vote be passed for the sum of 
$19,80428 to enable the Auditor to close the accounts for the year 1863. 

Message read by Colonial Secretary, and agreed to by the Council. 


His Excellency then brought up the subject of the appointment of Revisors under 
the Real Estate Tax Act. 
Discussion upon the subject followed, & Appointments made of the follow- 
ing Gentlemen: 

For Victoria City: Richard Lewis, John T. Pidwell, William F. Tolmie, 
Joseph J. Southgate, Lumley Franklin. 

For Victoria District, Esquimalt Town, Esquimalt District, Sooke 
District, Metchosin District: Edward H. Jackson, W. J. McDonald, 
John R. Stewart, Edward Octavius Langley, David Leneveu. 

For North Saanich District, South Saanich District, Lake District: 
Alexander Anderson, Charles Street, William Reay, William Thompson, 
Henry McHugh. 

For Nanaimo District: William H. Franklyn, Charles S. Nicol, Joseph 
Fergusson, Peter Labiston, Daniel W. Gordon. 


His Excellency then laid before the Council the Tenders received for printing a 
Government Gazette. 

The same were considered and the Contract was awarded to the Colo- 
nist office. 

His Excellency then laid before the Council the Draft of an Act prepared by the 
Attorney General to abate the nuisance and danger existing through the number 
of open wells in and around the City of Victoria, and in other places within 
the Colony. 

Settled that the Bill should be introduced to the House of Assembly. 

His Excellency then brought to the notice of the Council the Pilot Act, and the 

subject of the Appointment of Commissioners under that Act. His Excellency 
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stated that the following names had been submitted to him, and he proposed to 
appoint them as Commissioners: Mr. William A. G. Young, Mr. Henry Wootten 
[Wootton], Mr. Joseph J. Southgate. 

Council concurred therein. 

His Excellency then read to the Council a letter from M. Munro dated 26 April 
1864, making a proposition with respect to the continuation of the work under 
his present Contract for the Victoria and Comox Road. 

Question put whether it be accepted or not: 


Ayes Noes 
The Colonial Secty. The Treasurer 
The Attorney General The Surveyor General 


The Governor gave the casting vote in favour of the Ayes and so it passed 
in the affirmative. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 


13 May 64 














Friday, the 13th day of May, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney Gen- 
eral, The Treasurer. 


His Excellency laid before The Council a communication from the Mayor and 
Council of Victoria, dated 13th May 1864, representing the unfortunate posit- 
ion in which they are placed owing to the defect existing in the Incorporation 
Act, and asking that a present Sum of Six thousand Dollars may be placed at 
the disposal of the Corporation to meet present indebtedness; and also for 
authority to refund the sum of Five thousand Three Hundred and Sixty two 
Dollars paid by owners of Real Estate in December last. 

Discussion upon the subject followed. Resolved that a Message be sent to 
the House of Assembly enclosing the representation from the Council, & re- 
questing that the House will place the Governor in the position to advance from 
the General Revenue of the Colony the sum sought to cover present liabilities 
viz. $6000, and recommending that a Bill should be introduced imposing a tax 
of the fourth of one per cent upon all real Estate within the City of Victoria, to 
reimburse this outlay. 


His Excellency placed before the Council a Report from the Surveyor General dated 
12th May 1864 with Maps, upon subject of certain encroachments at Wharf 
Street Esquimalt. 

Letter read by Colonial Secretary, and discussion upon the matter followed. 


Resolved that the papers be referred to the Attorney General for opinion as 
to what might to be done to protect the public. 
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The Governor laid before the Council a letter dated the 10th May 1864, from the 
Surveyor General upon the subject of encroachments upon the road from 
Victoria to Esquimalt. 

Letter read by Colonial Secretary. 
Resolved that the papers be referred to the Attorney General with former 
papers on the subject. 


The Governor then laid before the Council certain papers contained in a letter from 
the Acting Stipendiary Magistrate dated 9th May 1864, relative to the alleged 
murder at Barclay Sound of Wm. Banfield. 

Resolved that steps should be taken to vindicate the Law. 


The Governor then brought before The Council the subject of the contemplated 
improvements in Victoria Harbour; and read a list of queries which he had 
addressed to the Surveyor General upon the subject, together with the Surveyor 
General’s reply. 

His Excellency commented upon the scheme and upon the exceeding dis- 
crepancy between the estimated and the actual expenditure, and also that the 
expenditure up to the present time had exceeded the estimate, and that further 
funds were required, if the project were to be gone on with & even to provide 
for Storehouses and other necessary Buildings and services. 

Resolved that further supplies be asked from the Legislature. 


His Excellency then brought to the notice of the Council a Message from the Speaker 
of the House of Assembly dated 12th May 1864, enclosing copy of two Reso- 
lutions passed by the Assembly, one with reference to the collection of small 
debts at Nanaimo, and the other to Reciprocity with the United States. 

His Excellency proposed that an answer be returned to the effect that these 
matters had not been brought under his notice, and that with regard to the first 
His Excellency had no intention at this late period of the Session to cause a 
Bill for the purpose to be introduced—with regard to the second that nothing 
had been done. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 


May 17 1864. 








Tuesday, the 17th day of May, 1864 


The Council met at 11.30 A. M. 
Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


A letter from Mr. Pemberton the Stipendiary Magistrate of Victoria was read re- 
questing an extension of his leave of absence for a further period of six weeks 
from the 16th Instant on the ground of ill health. 


Which was granted. 
5 
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His Excellency laid before the Council 9 tenders for the performance of certain work 
on the Metchosin Road. Nos. 5 and 6 of Mr C. E. Ashe and No. 7 of Mr. J. 
Nicholson being the lowest in amount and in other respects satisfactory were 
accepted. 

The Council then adjourned. 

A. E. Kennedy 


May 21/64. 











Saturday, the 21st day of May, 1864 


The Council met this day pursuant to a notice. 


Present: H. E. The Governor, The Hons. The Attorney General, The Treasurer, 
The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The following correspondence was laid on the Council table by His Excellency and 
the opinion of the Members of the Council asked as to what should be done 
in the matter. 


Memo. 


With reference to contracts made on the 8th & 9th March 1864 between the 
Acting Surveyor General and Robert Ewing and James Trahey respectively involv- 
ing an expenditure of $34,000 and $16,000, The Governor desires to see the Au- 
thority under which they were acquired by the Acting Surveyor General. 


ALEK 
May 16, 1864 


To The Acting Coll. Secretary. 


Memo. 


On reference I do not find that any written instructions have been given bearing 
on the acceptance of any contracts made between the above named parties on the 
8th & 9th March ’64. 


The foregoing minute of the Governor is referred to the Surveyor General. 
E. J. Nesbitt 


Acting Colonial Secretary 
May 16, 64 


The Surveyor General 


Memo. 

I am informed by Mr. Pearse that no written instructions were issued to that 
effect but that the letting of these Contracts was done by the verbal Authority of the 
Governor after frequent personal conferences with him and the Colonial Secretary. 


J. D. Pemberton 
Surveyor General 
17 May 1864. 
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Lands and Works 
20 May 1864 
Sir, 
I shall feel much obliged by your reporting to His Excellency at your earliest 
convenience the following correspondence: 


copy 
Lands and Works 
19 May 64 
Sir, 
In reply to your letter of the 18th Inst. making application for 2nd 
Instalment on Dredge Contract as certified by Mr. Leigh on 5 May, I 


have the honour to inform you that I have at present no authority to 
do so. 


I have &c. 
J. D. Pemberton 
Mr. J. W. Trahey 
copy 
Victoria 
20 May 64 
Sir, 
We have seen your letter addressed to Mr. Trahey informing him 


that you were not prepared to pay the second instalment due upon Mr. 
Trahey’s Contract amounting to $3000. 


As the non payment of this money will compel Mr. Trahey to 
suspend his works and preclude him from fulfilling his contract with the 
Government, besides entailing on him a very large loss we as sureties 
for the completion of his contract must request the Government of Van- 
couver Island to relieve us from the liability. 


We are, &c. &. 
(sd.) Robert H. Austen 


Wm. P. Sayward 
Awaiting His Excellency’s Commands 


IT have &c. &. 
J. D. Pemberton 
Survr. General 


The Acting Colonial Secretary 


His Excellency in laying the foregoing correspondence before the Council made the 
following statement. 


The vote of the Legislature for Harbour improvement and the construction 
of a Dredging Machine having been considerably exceeded he made application 
for the Authority upon which the outlay had been incurred and found that the 
Acting Surveyor General had entered into Contract to the extent of about 
£10,000. being largely in excess of the vote without the written authority of 
any officer of the Government and that those Contracts had never been sub- 
mitted to or approved of by the Executive Council. Under these circumstances 
he desires to have the opinion of the Council as to whether He would be 
justified in paying the instalment demanded by the Contractors pending an 
application to the Legislative Assembly for an additional vote. 
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The Council agreed with His Excellency that it was expedient that the 
instalments be paid without expressing any opinion as to the regularity or 
irregularity of the proceeding. 

A Letter from George Barnett was read requesting on behalf of the Union Copper 
Mining Co. that the term for which they hold the reserve of certain land at 
Sooke may be extended for a further period of 6 months, which was granted. 


The Governor brought before the Council a Statement in regard to Mr. Treasurer 
Gordons defalcations and it was agreed that the same be referred for the 
opinion of the Attorney General. 

The Council then adjourned. 

A. E. Kennedy 


June 1/64. 








Wednesday, the Ist day of June, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Colonial 
Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


1. A letter was read from Mr. W. Ladler dated May 28th 1864 applying to have 
secured to him certain land in the Cowichan District in which he had discovered 
copper. 

The Council were of opinion that this land being a Government Reserve any 
priority of clam Mr. Ladler might have in respect of discovery should be 
considered at a future time. 


2. His Excellency the Governor inquired of the Surveyor General to whom the rock 
upon which the lighthouse at Esquimault is built belonged and whether it had 
been conveyed to the Government. 

The Surveyor General stated that the rock in question belonged to Mr. 
Young the Colonial Secretary and that it had not been conveyed to the 
Government. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary was requested to inquire whether any papers 
or correspondence existed on the subject and to produce them at the next 
Meeting of the Council. 

3. A letter was read dated May 30th 1864 from Mr. W. A. Scott claiming the 
restoration to him of certain land in the Chemainus District of which he had 
been deprived and $1200 as compensation for damage done by the Indians. 

The letter was referred to the Surveyor General with a request that he will 
at his earliest convenience inspect the land and report. 


4. A letter dated May from W. G. Goodwin was read with reference to receiving 
assistance from the Government to enable him to get his wife and family sent 
out from England. 
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The Council were of opinion that a sum of $300 might be advanced to 
Goodwin for this purpose on his entering into a bond jointly with his brother 
for the repayment of the money in instalments. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
June 6/64 








Monday, the 6th day of June, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 
General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


5. A Memorandum was read dated 4th June 1864 from Mr. E. J. Nesbitt, Chief 
Clerk, Colonial Secretary’s office relative to the steps taken to convey the 
Fisgard Rock on which the Lighthouse at Esquimalt is built from Mr. W. A. G. 
Young, to the Government. A draft of such conveyance was also read. 


It appearing that the conveyance had not been executed the Council were 
of opinion that assuming the Treasurer has no record of payment for the rock 
to Mr. Young His Excellency the Governor should refer the matter to England 
for the execution of the Deed. 


6. His Excellency the Governor brought under the notice of the Council the question 
of the administration of an oath to the Members of the Executive Council and 
read the following form of oath: 

I solemnly and sincerely promise and swear that as a Member of the Executive 
Council of the Colony of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies I will advise and 
assist His Excellency the Governor to the best of my cunning skill and ability and 
without fear favour or affection through doubt need or dread or from any other 


source—that I will keep secret the deliberations of the Council—and that I will act 
as a true councillor ought to do. So help me God. 


And inquired of the Attorney General whether there were any legal or other 
objections to it. 


The Attorney General was of opinion that such an oath might be ad- 
ministered without legislation. 


7. In reference to the Minutes of the Council of the 21st May the following letter 
of the Surveyor General was read: 
Land and Works Office 
4th June 1864 
Sit: 
I have the honor to furnish for His Excellency’s information copy of a letter 
from the British consul at San Francisco received this Mail which I think places it 
beyond a doubt that Mr. Pearse was authorized to sign the contract for the hulls of 
dredge and steam tug entered into with Messrs. Trahey and Ewing. 
I have &c. 


(signed) J.D. Pemberton 
Surveyor General 
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[copy] 


British Consulate 
San Francisco 23rd May 1864 
Dear Sir 
Your telegram reached me late on the 21st and I am requested by 
Sir James Douglas and Mr. Young to state to you that as far as they 
remember Trahey’s tender for the hull of the dredging vessel was ac- 
cepted on account of its being the lowest responsible offer the tenderer 
making an offer below it failing to find the required security. It is be- 
lieved that Ewing’s offer was originally the lowest for the hull of the 
steamer and as his sureties were found to be responsible it was for that 
reason accepted. Those tenders being accepted Mr. Pearse then acting 
as Surveyor General was consequently empowered to sign the contracts 
in accordance with the accepted tenders. Sir James and Mr. Young do 
not for certain remember if any expressly written instruction were given 
Mr. Pearse to sign contracts but they think not as the tender being 
accepted such an action on his part would naturally follow to carry out 
the public service. 
Tam &c. 
(signed) Wm. Lane Booker 


J. D. Pemberton Esqre. 
Surveyor General 
Victoria 


8. The following letters were read relative to certain lands reserved to Mr. Street 

for the purpose of prospecting for minerals: 

Mr. G. Hargraves dated May 17th and June Ist 1864. 

The Surveyor General dated 31st May 1864. 

The Council were of opinion that Mr. Hargraves should be informed that 
Mr. Streets reservation Terminates on 23rd July 1864 after which any appli- 
cation he may think proper to make for any position of the land will be 
considered. 


9. A letter was read from the Attorney General dated 3rd June 1864 relative to the 
defalcations of Mr. G. T. Gordon the late Colonial Treasurer, stating his 
opinion that under the circumstances of the case proceedings could not be 
successfully taken against Mr. Gordon’s sureties. 

After full discussion The Council resolved that further law proceedings 
would result in failure and ought not to be adopted and that the amount of 
G. T. Gordon’s defalcations should be written off the public accounts. 


10. His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted 
Tenders from A. Neely and Mr. Munro for work on the Saanich Road at 70 
cents and $2.28—per lineal yard respectively. 

Adjourned. 

A. E. Kennedy 
13 June 64 
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Monday, the 13th day of June, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 


Ele 


12 


13: 


14. 


15: 


16. 


Lie 


18. 


General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


In reference to minute 5 of 6th June 1864 it appeared that the sum of £150 was 
paid to Mr. W. A. G. Young on 20th December 1859 but that no Deed of 
Conveyance had been executed. 


His Excellency the Governor stated his opinion that the payment of the con- 
sideration money to Mr. Young prior to the execution of the Deed was wholly 
irregular. 


His Excellency the Governor brought under the notice of the Attorney General 
certain law proceedings adverted to in his letter of 24th March 1863 as having 
been commenced against the Hudson’s Bay Company relative to certain lands 
and requested that he would take steps for bringing the matter to some legiti- 
mate conclusion. 


In reference to the last paragraph of a letter from Mr. W. F. Tolmie dated 21st 
November 1863 stating that the agents of the Hudson’s Bay Company are 
authorized and ready to execute a formal conveyance to the Crown of certain 
lots in Wharf and Government Streets, His Excellency the Governor requested 
the Attorney General to proceed without delay. 


The Report dated 13th June 1864 was read of a Board appointed to report upon 
the reservation of Crown Lands for prospecting purposes only. 

The Council concurred in the latter part of the Report recommending the 
granting of temporary leases of blocks of 640 acres, and were of opinion that a 
Gazette notice should be inserted to that effect and with an additional assurance 
that parties so leasing minerals would be considered entitled to a renewal of 
their lease for a further period on the Government being satisfied that the 
lessees are prepared to work the minerals. 


Letters were read from Mr. W. R. Lodge and Mr. John J. Landale dated 31st 
May 1864 (2) and 6th June 1864 applying for the reserve of 12,000 acres of 
land and minerals in the Cedar District. 


The Council were of opinion that the Government should not grant any reserva- 
tion of inferior minerals for prospecting purposes only but that the Government 
should grant leases under Section 15 of the Vancouver Island Land Procla- 
mation 1862, of tracts not exceeding 640 acres in one lease, and for a period 
not exceeding six months under rules which will be notified in the Govern- 
ment Gazette. 
A letter was read from Mr. J. S. Willis, Secretary to the American Quartz 
Mining Company dated June 8th 1864 applying for a lease of 640 acres for 
gold mining purposes. 

The Council were of opinion that Mr. Willis should be informed that pending 
the discovery of any gold field the Government are not prepared to grant the 
lease of so large an extent of land. 
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19. A letter was read from Messrs. J. J. Southgate and Sebright Green, Directors of 
the Harewood Railway Company Limited, dated 10th June 1864 requesting 
the consent of the Governor to their taking land in the Government Reserve in 
the Nanaimo District for the purposes of their proposed Railway. 

The Council were of opinion that the Harewood Railway Company might be 
permitted to take the land necessary for their line of Railway across the unsold 
portion of the land situate on the Government Reserve opposite Newcastle 
Island in the District of Nanaimo upon the same terms that are provided by the 
Vancouver Island Land Clauses Consolidation Act 1863 with regard to the 
land of private persons. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
June 27/64 








Monday, the 27th day of June, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 
General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


20. The oath of office was administered to the Members of the Council by His 
Excellency the Governor. 


21. The following Despatches were read: 


Despatch from Sir James Douglas, No. 3 dated 12th February 1864 for- 
warding Resolutions of Legislative Assembly declining to vote a Civil List. 

Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies No. 2 dated April 30th 
1864 in reply thereto. 

The proposed message of His Excellency the Governor to the Legislative 
Assembly conveying a copy of the latter Despatch was also read. 

The Council concurred in the propriety of forwarding the Despatch to the 
Assembly with the Message. 


22. His Excellency the Governor drew the attention of the Council to a course of 
action hitherto pursued by Members of the Executive which he considered 
wholly erroneous. He more particularly adverted to that in connection with 
the subject of the Secretary of State’s Despatch (No. 2 dated 30th April 1864) 
just read. His Excellency stated that the embarrassment which had arisen 
from the refusal of the Legislative Assembly to grant a Civil List, or make 
provision for the salaries of the Chief Justice, Colonial Secretary, Attorney 
General, Treasurer, and Surveyor General, had been consummated though it 
did not originate with some ex-officio Members of the Legislative Council who 
by their votes affirmed the action of the Legislative Assembly and that had the 
ex officio Members voted together in furtherance of the expressed views of the 
Secretary of State as representing the Crown, whose servants they are, the 
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present embarrassment could not have occurred. His Excellency further 
pointed out that the functions of the Legislative Assembly and Legislative 
Council were distinct as their organization—that the one was composed of the 
elected Representatives of the people, the other of ex officio and other Members 
all nominated by the Crown—and that if the ex officio Members voted in 
Opposition to the Measures, and policy adopted after consideration in the 
Executive Council the Government of this Colony could not be carried on. 
His Excellency therefore expected that Measures resolved upon in Executive 
Council would receive the undivided support of the ex officio Members in the 
Legislative Council. His Excellency also stated that open questions would of 
course arise as to which ex officio Members might exercise their individual 
discretion, though as a general rule he thought that Members of the Executive 
voting in opposition to each other was unseemly and calculated to weaken the 
government. 


The Members of the Council severally expressed their assent to the views 
of His Excellency. 


23. His Excellency the Governor proposed that a sum of 500 dollars should be paid 
to Mr. T. L. Wood as remuneration for his services as Stipendiary Magistrate 
at Victoria during the absence on leave of Mr. Pemberton for the last two 
months. 


The Council concurred. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
30 June 64 





Thursday, the 30th day of June, 1564 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 
General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


24. A letter was read from the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly dated 29th June 
1864 enclosing Resolutions of Assembly upon Report of Committee upon 
Crown Lands, and consideration thereof deferred. 


25. A letter was read from the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly in reply to the 
message of His Excellency the Governor agreed to in Minute 21 of 27th June 
1864. The proposed Message of His Excellency the Governor in reply was 
also read in which the Council concurred. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 


July 4/64 
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Monday, the 4th day of July, 1864: 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 
General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


26. A letter was read from the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly dated 4th July 
1864 in reply to the Message of His Excellency the Governor agreed to in 
Minute 25 of June 30th 1864, forwarding Resolutions of the Assembly con- 
veying an indemnity to His Excellency for the payment of the salaries of the 
Chief Justice, the Attorney General, the Treasurer and the Surveyor General 
out of the Crown Revenues. 

The Council were of opinion that these Resolutions should be submitted 
for the consideration of the Legislative Council and their concurrence in the 
indemnity invited. 

27. A letter was read from Mr. M. Munro dated Ist July 1864, requesting that 
certain tenders sent in by him after the hour notified should be considered. 

The Council were of opinion that the Tenders should be returned to Mr. 
Munro unopened, previously to their receipt other Tenders received within the 
time appointed in the Gazette notice having been opened. 


28. His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted the 

following Tenders: 

John Nicholson for grading &c. a portion of the Metchosin Road at $1.95 
per yard. 

John Nicholson for grading &c. a portion of the West Saanich Road at $2.37 
and $0.87 per yard. 

William Thomson for grading &c. a portion of the West Saanich Road at 
$2.45, $1, and $1.99 per yard. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 


7 July 64 











Thursday, the 7th day of July, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 
General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


29. A letter was read from the Attorney General dated 7th July 1864 reporting upon 
the Bills referred to hereunder passed by the Legislature. 


30. A Bill respecting Barristers and Attorneys at Law. 
In accordance with the opinion of the Attorney General and with the con- 
currence of the Council His Excellency the Governor withheld Assent from this 
Bill for the present. 
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31. A Bill to enable the Districts of Cowichan, Comox and Alberni to elect Members 
to the House of Assembly. 


It appearing that Assent had been refused to this Bill by the late Governor, 
Sir James Douglas, His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the 
Council abstained from assenting thereto. 


32. His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council assented to the 
following Bills on behalf of Her Majesty: 

An Act to amend an act for the protection of wooden bridges. 

An Act to repeal the Vancouver Island Stamp Act, 1862. 

An Act to prevent the unauthorized issue of Bank Notes and paper currency. 

An Act to provide for the periodical publication of the liabilities and assets 
of Banks in Vancouver Island and its dependencies, and for the registration of 
the names of the proprietors thereof. 

An Act to apply the sum of $26,000 out of the general revenue of the colony 
of Vancouver Island and its dependencies, to the service of the year 1864. 

An Act to grant a supplemental supply of $19,804 28 for the service of the 
year 1863. 

An Act to provide for the closing of Wells upon unenclosed lands in Van- 
couver Island and its dependencies. 

An Act for the regulation of Electric Telegraphs within the colony of Van- 
couver Island, and to secure secrecy and fidelity in the transmission of tele- 
graphic messages. 

An Act to alter and amend the Fireman’s Protection Act, 1861. 

An Act to authorise the Harewood Railway Company (limited) to make a 
Railway from Departure Bay, Nanaimo District, to the Harewood coal fields, 
in Mountain District, Vancouver Island. 

An Act to incorporate the Israelite congregation named the Emanu-el of 
Victoria, Vancouver Island. 

An Act to impose a tax of one-half of one per centum upon all real estate 
within the city of Victoria, and for other purposes relating thereto. 

An Act to authorise the Governor to appropriate certain moneys for the com- 
pletion of a Dredging Machine and other instruments and appliances connected 
therewith. 


33. The Council on the representation of His Excellency the Governor of the neces- 
sity of employing Mr. T. Theobald as an additional clerk in the Colonial 
Secretary’s Office and of the smallness of the payment at present made to him 
viz. $60 per month approved of a payment to him of $80 per month. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 


18 July 64 
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Monday, the 18th day of July, 1864 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 
General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


34. A letter was read from Mr. R. Ker, acting Auditor dated July 7th 1864 relative 
to the alleged defalcations of Mr. Jeremiah Nagle, late Harbour Master, show- 
ing a nett sum of $308.701% due beyond all doubt to the Government. A letter 
from Mr. Nagle on the same subject dated 8th June was also read. 

The Council were of opinion that this question having been left unadjusted 
by the Predecessor of His Excellency since October 1861, it was inexpedient to 
re-open it and that no proceeding should be taken against Mr. Nagle for the 
amount of the alleged defalcation, and that Mr. Nagle had had ample oppor- 
tunities to press for an investigation and settlement of the charge between 
October 1861 and the period of the departure of the late Governor Sir James 
Douglas in May 1864. 

The Council were further of opinion that the amount of the balance due 
from Mr. Nagle should be written off the public accounts. 


35. A Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies No. 5 dated 16th March 
1864 was read together with a letter from the Attorney General dated 13th 
July 1864 relative to the issue of title to Lot B, Victoria, to Mr. L. Lowenberg. 

The Council were of opinion that the authority to issue the title having been 
granted under a misapprehension of the real facts of the case it was expedient 
that the question should be further submitted for the decision of Her Majestys 
Government. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 


25 July 64 








Monday, the 25th day of July, 1864 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 
General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


36. The following letters were read relative to the reservation of certain lands for 
the purpose of prospecting for coal in the neighbourhood of Cape Beale: 


Mr. C. Street 24th February 1864. 

The Colonial Secretary 23rd March 1864. 
Mr. C. Street, 13th May 1864. 

The Colonial Secretary, 13th May 1864. 
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Mr. C. Street, 6th July 1864. 
The Colonial Secretary, 9th July 1864. 
Mr. C. Street and others 23rd July 1864. 


The Council were of opinion that the assertion that a promise or undertaking 
to extend a reserve of 180 square miles for a period of 18 months had been 
given by His Excellencys Predecessor was disproved by the correspondence, 
that His Excellency refused on the 13th May 1864 to grant any such extension, 
and that any portion of the original reserve granted for four months might be 
applied for and granted under the conditions of the Gazette Notice dated 11th 
June 1864, and that the parties applying would be satisfied by access to the 
minutes and correspondence that there had been no breach of faith or honor 
on the part of the Government but that on the contrary the course adopted had 
been necessary to protect the public interest. 


37. Letters were read from the Surveyor General dated 31st May 1864 and 7th June 
1864 pointing out the necessity of appointing an Officer to supervise road 
contracts. 

The Council were of opinion that such a duty should be performed either 
by the Surveyor General or by the Assistant Surveyor and that a clerk should 
be appointed to carry on the business of the Survey Office, and that $1200 a 
year would be a reasonable remuneration for such an officer. 


38. A letter was read from the Surveyor General dated 23rd June 1864 suggesting 
that a survey should be made of certain public reserves. 
The Council were of opinion that all government surveys to be of any value 
must be made by some of the permanent staff of the survey office. 
Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
Aug. 11/64 











Thursday, the 11th day of August, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Colonial 
Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


39. The following correspondence was read: 
Despatch of Governor Kennedy to the Secretary of State No. 25, dated 13th 
May 1864 relative to fees charged by the Attorney General. 
Letter from the Attorney General dated 5th May 1864 relative to fees 
charged by him for criminal prosecutions. 
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Letter from Mr. M. W. T. Drake, Solicitor, dated 23rd July 1864 enclosing 
his bill of costs in certain civil cases, as taxed. 

Letter from the Attorney General dated 6th August 1864 declining to Act 
any further for the Crown in cases where Counsel are required. 

Letter from the Colonial Secretary dated 6th August 1864 stating that the 
Governor accepts the letter of the Attorney General as the resignation of his 
office. 

Letter from the Attorney General dated 8th August 1864 stating that he 
had no intention of resigning this office. 

A Bill of costs and charges amounting to 355 dollars made by the Attorney 
General in respect of certain criminal trials dated 5th August 1864. 

Letter from the Colonial Secretary dated 9th August 1864 in reference to 
the bill of costs of the Attorney General. 

Letter from the Attorney General dated 9th August 1864 in reply. 

The Council were of opinion that the present system of the Attorney General 
undertaking prosecutions without the instructions of the Executive is in- 
expedient, and that the question of the payment of the Bill under consideration 
amounting to 355 dollars should be held over until a reply should be received 
to the Despatch dated 13th May 1864. 

The Council were further of opinion that the course proposed by the 
Attorney General in the last paragraph of his letter of 6th August 1864 should 
be adopted.1 


40. A letter was read dated Ist August 1864 from Mr. W. Culverwell relative to 
pecuniary transactions of Mr. G. H. Cary, Attorney General. 
The Council were of the opinion that Mr. Cary should be called upon for 
such explanation as he may have to offer upon the charges and statements 
contained in Mr. Culverwell’s letter. 


41. A Despatch was read from the Secretary of State for the Colonies No. 4, dated 
12th May 1864 stating that in the absence of any assurance that the office of 
Chief Justice would have an independent and permanent character he could 
not offer it to any Member of the Bar of England. 


41a. The Council were of opinion that the discovery of gold having so completely 
altered the relative value of Crown Lands and measures for their management 
being absolutely necessary, it was desirable if possible to have the concurrence 
of the Legislature in making such Regulations and that it should be convened 
without delay. 


1Jn brief, Drake protested that the tax imposed on his bill of costs exceeded his actual 
expenses, and Attorney General Cary supported this position. Cary concluded his letter to 
Acting Colonial Secretary Wakeford (6 August 1864) by stating that Drake “was fully justified 
by the instructions given by me to take the steps directed, and I feel myself bound if those items 
are not allowed him to return the amount of his cheque less the amount allowed him, and pay 
back the amount of the fees allowed into the Treasury.” For correspondence relating to this 
matter see enclosures in Kennedy to Cardwell, 31 August 1864, Public Record Office, Colonial 
Office 305/23, 132-160. For Drake’s letter to Acting Colonial Secretary Wakeford, 23 July 
1864, see Colonial Correspondence, F490/14, PABC. 
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42. In reference to Tenders for the Beacon Hill Road and the Cedar Hill Road the 
Council were of opinion that in the present condition of the labour market it 
was undesirable to accept any of these Tenders. 


The Council were further of opinion that no fresh contracts for roads should 
be undertaken in the present state of the labour market. 
Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
Aug 15/64 








Monday, the 15th day of August, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Colonial 
Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


43. A letter was read from the Chief Justice dated 12th August 1864 reporting the 
sentence of death passed upon How-a-matcha an Indian, for the murder of 
another Indian, and the recommendation to mercy by the Jury. 

The Council were of opinion that under the peculiar circumstances of this 
case the sentence should be remitted, and that the Indian Tribes should be 
distinctly informed that henceforth the Law in such cases will be strictly 
enforced. 


44. His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted 
Tenders from Messrs. Harrison and Lettice for repairing and painting the 
exterior of the main building of the public Offices and of the House of Assembly 
for $610 and $400 respectively. 


Adjourned, 
A. E. Kennedy 


Aug 22/64 








Monday, the 22nd day of August, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Colonial 
Treasurer. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


45. His Excellency the Governor stated that the Surveyor General was suffering 
from the effects of an accident which disabled him from attending the Council. 
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46. His Excellency the Governor brought under the notice of the Council the 
following correspondence: 

Letter from the Acting Colonial Secretary to Mr. Cary, Attorney General 
dated 11th August 1864 calling upon him to explain matters affecting his 
character brought under the notice of His Excellency. 

Letter from Mr. Cary, dated 13th August 1864 stating that he would reply 
on the 15th August. 

Letter from Mr. Cary dated 17th August 1864 in explanation of his conduct. 

His Excellency informed the Council that on the 19th August he had had 
an interview with Mr. Cary on the subject of this correspondence. 

A letter was read from Mr. Cary dated 20th August 1864 tendering his 
resignation of the office of Attorney General. 

The Council were of opinion that the resignation of Mr. Cary should be 
accepted. 


47. A Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies No. 4 dated 12th May 
1864 relative to the appointment of a Chief Justice was read. 
The Council were of opinion that a copy of this Despatch should be trans- 
mitted to the Legislative Assembly. 


48. Despatches from the Secretary of State for the Colonies Nos. 8 and 9 dated 1st 
June 1864 relative to the grant of exclusive privileges to the California State 
Telegraph Company were read. 

The Council were of opinion that a copy of these Despatches should be 
transmitted to the Legislative Assembly. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
25 Aug. 64 














Thursday, the 25th day of August, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


49. Thomas Lett Wood Esqre. Acting Attorney General was sworn in a Member of 
the Council. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 


Sep. 10/64 
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Saturday, the 10th day of September, 1864. 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


50. His Excellency the Governor submitted to the Council an outline of the speech 
he proposed to address to the Legislature on the opening of Parliament on the 
12th instant. 

51. A letter was read from the Revisors under the Trades Licences Amendment 
Act 1862 dated 15th August 1864 pointing out defects in the Law. 

52. The Council concurred with His Excellency the Governor in the acceptance of 
the Tender of Messrs. Harries and Co. to print evidence taken before Com- 
mittee of Legislative Assembly on Crown Lands for $500. 

Adjourned. 

A. E. Kennedy 


Sep. 22/64 








Thursday, the 22nd day of September, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


53. A Bill to amend the Land Registry Act 1860 prepared by the Registrar General 
was read and referred to the Attorney General for consideration. 


54. Letters were read dated respectively 10th and 21st September 1864 from Messrs. 
J. Nagle and others stating that they had cleared a trail from Sooke Harbour to 
the North Forks of Leech River and constructed six bridges, and expended 
$3000 on those works, and requesting to be allowed to locate 150 acres on the 
trail—and referred to the Surveyor General with a request that he will send an 
officer to examine and report upon this application. 


55. With reference to the Indian Reserve at Victoria His Excellency the Governor 
stated that he proposed to remove the Indians to Discovery Island compensat- 
ing them for the removal. 

The Council were of opinion that the Indians should be removed if their 
consent could be obtained upon terms satisfactory to the Government. 


56. A letter was read dated 5th September 1864 from a Board consisting of the 
Attorney General, the Colonial Treasurer, and the Registrar General showing 
that the amount of fees received by Mr. G. H. Cary, late Registrar of Joint 
Stock Companies and paid into the Treasury was less than should have been 
received by various sums amounting to $526. 
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Letters were read from the Acting Colonial Secretary to Mr. Cary dated 6th 
and 20th September 1864 calling upon him to pay into the Treasury the 
deficiency. 

The Council were of opinion that if no satisfactory action should be taken 
by Mr. Cary in the matter by the 27th instant proceedings should be taken 
against him for the amount. 


57. Letters were read from the Registrar General and the Attorney General dated 


respectively 20th and 26th May 1864 relative to the administration &c. of the 
estates of persons dying intestate. 

The Council concurred with His Excellency the Governor in the propriety of 
appointing a Board to inquire into the matter consisting of the Acting Colonial 
Secretary, the Colonial Treasurer and the Registrar General. 


58. The Council approved of the acceptance by His Excellency the Governor of the 


Tender of Thomas Mann for certain work on the Metchosin Road at $1.79 
per lineal yard and at $1.00 per yard for culverts. 


Adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 
Sep. 26/64 

















Monday, the 26th day of September, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 


Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


59. His Excellency the Governor brought under the notice of the Council a Return 


of defaulters in respect of Real Estate Tax. 

The Council were of opinion that a notice should be inserted in the Govern- 
ment Gazette to the effect that a nominal list of defaulters in respect of Real 
Estate Tax for the years 1860-61, 1861-62, and 1862-63 lies at the 
Treasurer’s Office for inspection and that any sums contained in that list and 
not paid on or before the 15th October next will be handed over to the Sheriff 
for collection according to law;—and that it should be an instruction to the 
Treasurer to deduct from any sums payable by the Government to Public 
Officers and others any sums due by them according to the list of defaulters 
above referred to. 


60. In reference to the Tender of Matthew Reynolds, being the lowest for the Cedar 


Hill Road it appearing that the cost of the work if that Tender were accepted 
together with a sum already spent on the road would exceed the vote of $6,000 
by $893.34, the Council were of opinion that the vote being insufficient to 
complete the work it was inexpedient to proceed with it until it could be under- 
taken as a whole. 
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61. 


His Excellency the Governor submitted to the Council the question whether it 
was desirable that the subject of public education should be brought forward 
in the Legislative Council, which was resolved in the affirmative. 

His Excellency the Governor stated his opinion that the system of public 
education should be such that children of all denominations might be enabled 
to attend the schools maintained at the public expense without doing violence 
to the religious scruples of their parents. 


Adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 
Oct. 3/64 











Monday, the 3rd day of October, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 


62. 


63. 


64. 


65. 


66. 


Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


A letter was read from Assistant Surveyor [General] Pearse dated 23rd Septem- 
ber 1864 recommending that a new trail should be cut from Goldstream to the 
forks of Leech and Sooke Rivers, six miles, at an estimated expense of $1140. 

The Council were of opinion that Tenders should be invited for cutting this 
trail and for bridging and corduroying it where necessary. 


A letter was read from Henry Kibblewaite [Kibblewhite] dated 22nd September 
1864 applying to be allowed to take up land at Goldstream which he had 
occupied since October 1863. 

The Council were of opinion that the applicant might be permitted to occupy 
the land subject to such Regulations as might be laid down. 


A letter was read from the Surveyor General dated 26th September 1864 with 
reference to re-roofing the porches of the Court House and House of Assembly 
&c., to the extension of the balconies of both buildings, and to converting the 
barrack store into a stable. 

The Council were of opinion that the work should be undertaken by the 
Surveyor General. 
His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted a 
Tender from Messrs. White and Company for painting the Race Rock Light- 
house for $430. 


A letter was read from Messrs. Anderson and Company, agents of the Royal 
Insurance Company, dated 27th September 1864 suggesting the insurance of 
the public buildings, at Victoria. 

The Council were of opinion that Tenders should be invited for insuring 
the whole of the public buildings in James Bay. 
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67. A Despatch was read from the Secretary of State for the Colonies No. 27 dated 
1st August 1864 stating that the accounts of the Revenue of a Colony possess- 
ing a Representative Assembly are not subject to audit in England, but that 
the Crown Revenues of the Colony should have been so audited. 

Adjourned. 

A. E. Kennedy 


Oct 10/64 





Monday, the 10th day of October, 1864: 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


68. Benjamin William Pearse, Acting Surveyor General was sworn in a Member 
of the Council. 


69. A Message from the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly dated 7th October 
1864 enclosing a Resolution of the Assembly for transmission to the Secretary 
of State pledging the Assembly to vote £1200 per annum as salary to the 
successor of the present Chief Justice, was read. 

A Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies No. 4 dated 12th 
May 1864 relative to the appointment of a new Chief Justice, was also read. 

His Excellency the Governor read his proposed reply to the Resolution, 
stating his willingness to transmit it to the Secretary of State but pointing out 
the necessity of a permanent provision. 

The Council concurred in the proposed Message. 


70. Letters were read from Mr. G. H. Cary late Attorney General, dated 20th 
September and from the Acting Attorney General dated 4th October 1864 
relative to short payment into the Treasury by Mr. Cary of fees receivable by 
him as Registrar of Joint Stock Companies. 

The Council in a full consideration of the matter were of opinion that Mr. 
Cary should be informed that if the sums payable be not promptly paid over 
legal proceedings will be taken for their recovery. 


71. In reference to “A Bill respecting Barristers and Attorneys at Law,” passed by 
the Legislative Assembly it was resolved that it should be treated as an open 
question by the Members of the Council, in the Legislative Council. 


72. In reference to the Minute of the Council of the 26th September 1864 on the 
subject of Public Education the Council were of opinion that the Legislative 
Assembly having taken that subject into consideration it was inexpedient to 
proceed with the Resolutions of which the Acting Attorney General had given 
notice in the Legislative Council. 
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73. A letter was read from the Surveyor General dated 29th September 1864 


recommending the discontinuance of the services of Mr. Leigh as Inspector of 
the dredging vessels. A Minute of the Surveyor General suggesting the recon- 
sideration of the subject was also read. 


The Council were of opinion that Mr. Leigh’s services should be continued 
until the hulls of the vessels should be completed and that the Acting Surveyor 
General should be requested to report the earliest period when his services 
could be dispensed with. 


74. A letter was read from the Surveyor General dated 13th September 1864 show- 


ing the current expenditure for the improvement of Victoria Harbour to be in 
excess of the vote for the purpose. 

The Council were of opinion that the subject should be brought under the 
notice of the Legislative Assembly. 


Adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 








Wednesday, the 19th day of October, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 


TS. 


76. 
ioe 


ihe 


Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The following Tenders were accepted by His Excellency the Governor with the 
concurrence of the Council. 


John Nicholson for cutting &c. road from Pedder Inlet to copper Mine, 
Secretary Island at $97 per mile. 

C. Ochsner and Alexander Mackenzie for cutting &c. a mile trail from Gold- 
stream to the Forks of Leech and Sooke Rivers at $75 per mile. 


John J. Cowley for cutting &c. a road from Shawnigan to Cowichan at $78 
per mile. 


His Excellency the Governor signed a plan of a Townsite at Maple Bay. 


The Council concurred in the approval of His Excellency the Governor of an 
outlay of from $300 to $500 for altering the deck of the steam dredge for 
Victoria Harbour improvement, to admit the machinery as recommended by 
the Acting Surveyor General in a memorandum dated 10th October 1864. 


A letter was read from Messrs. Duncan and George dated 17th October 1864 
applying to be allowed to cut timber on 1000 acres of land to the westward of 
Sooke Harbour. 


The Council were of opinion that Messrs. Duncan and George should be 
informed that pending the decision of the Legislature upon the question of 
Crown Lands the Governor does not feel justified in taking any action in the 
matter. 
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79. A letter was read from Mr. Stephens dated 17th October 1864 proposing fees 
to be paid to the Acting Gold Commissioner for the survey of disputed bound- 
aries of mining claims. A minute of the Acting Surveyor General thereon was 
also read. 

The Council were of opinion that Mr. Stephens and the Acting Gold Com- 
missioner should be informed that no outlay can be authorized on this head 
pending permanent Regulations and that parties disputing the boundaries of 
claims must take their own measures for proving their respective cases. 


80. A letter was read from the Postmaster dated 12th October 1864 stating his 
inability to pass the account for the conveyance of Mails from Victoria to 
Comox by the “Emily Harris” without authority the Mails not having been 
carried according to contract. 

The Council were of opinion that the account might be passed but that the 
Postmaster should give notice to the owner of the “Emily Harris” that the 
contract will be terminated at the end of the month. The Council were further 
of opinion that an offer should be made to the owners of the “Fideliter” to 
convey the Mails on the same terms as the “Emily Harris” till the end of the 
year when fresh Tenders will be called for. 


81. A letter was read from the Acting Attorney General dated 13th October 1864 
by which it appeared that although Mr. Cary late Registrar of Joint Stock Com- 
panies had registered the Britannia Quartz Mining Company, no fee appeared 
to have been paid by the Company nor had the registration been recorded. 

The Council were of opinion that a copy of the certificate of registration 
should be sent to Mr. Cary and that he should be informed that no fee ap- 
pears to have been credited to the public and requested to afford any infor- 
mation he may see proper in the matter. 


82. A Petition was read from Mr. J. Nagle and others applying for the construction 
of the road from Ogden Point to Victoria. The Council were of opinion that 
Tenders should be invited for the work to the extent which the vote of $1500 
might cover. 


83. A letter was read from Messrs. Lodge and Landale dated 17th October 1864 

applying for reserves of land for coal mining purposes in the Cedar District. 

The Council were of opinion that the applicants should be informed that 

pending the decision of the Legislative Assembly on the question of the Crown 

Lands the only conditions which can be offered are those contained in the 
Gazette Notice of 11th June 1864. 


84. Certain Resolutions passed by the Legislative Assembly on the subject of the 
Union of the Colony with that of British Columbia were considered. 

The Council were of opinion that these Resolutions should be laid before 
the Legislative Council as having passed the Legislative Assembly. 


85. A letter was read from the Stipendiary Magistrate at Nanaimo dated 12th 
October 1864 pointing out difficulties relative to the collection of trades 
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licence duties at Nanaimo. The remarks of the Treasurer thereon were also 
read. 

The Council were of opinion that the Assessor should be directed to visit 
Nanaimo periodically for the purpose of assessment and the Revisors likewise 
and that the Stipendiary Magistrate should be instructed to receive the duties. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 














Monday, the 3Ist day of October, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


86. The Council concurred in the issue by His Excellency the Governor of a special 
Commission for the trial of Indians in three cases of murder. 


87. His Excellency the Governor called the attention of the Council to the fact that 
the Legislative Assembly had taken no action respecting the question of accept- 
ing the Crown Lands. 

The following Despatches from the Secretary of State for the Colonies were 
read: 

No. 27 dated Ist August 1864 directing the preparation and audit of ac- 
counts of Crown Revenue. 

No. 32 dated 15th August 1864 with reference to the Civil List &c. 

A proposed Message of His Excellency the Governor to the Assembly was 
read in the tenor of which the Council concurred. 


88. A Despatch was read from the Governor of British Columbia dated 14th Octo- 
ber 1864 relative to postage and postage stamps as between the two Colonies. 
A letter from the Postmaster of Vancouver Island dated 27th October 1864 
stating that no payments had been made to British Columbia on account of 
postage. 
The Council were of opinion that a Board should be appointed to inquire 
into the subject. 


89. A letter was read from the Acting Surveyor General dated 26th October 1864 
with reference to the construction of the Land Proclamation together with the 
opinion of the Acting Attorney General thereon stating continuous personal 
residence of pre-emptors on their land to be requisite. 

The Acting Attorney General was requested to prepare a notice on the 
subject for the Government Gazette. 


90. A letter was read dated 19th October 1864 from Mr. P. J. Hall desiring to pre- 


empt certain lands. 
The Council were of opinion that the lands sought being reserved no title 
could be given to them till the question of the Crown Lands should be settled 
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but that Mr. Hall might be permitted to occupy the land subject to any rules 
and regulations which might be laid down at a future time. 
91. His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted the 
following Tenders: 
M. M. Titus to construct bridge at Swan Lake, Saanich Road for $125. 
Matthew McGowan to plaster Fisgard Lighthouse for $360. 
92. The Council concurred in the acceptance by His Excellency the Governor of 
the following Tenders: 
Malcolm Munro to make Cedar Hill Road, Section 1, for $1.6%o9 per 
lineal yard, and Cedar Hill Road, Section 2, for $1.98499 per lineal yard. 
Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 


Nov. 23/64 














Wednesday, the 23rd day of November, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


93. His Excellency the Governor stated that information had reached him that Mr. 
Richard Golledge, Acting Gold Commissioner at Sooke River had been guilty 
of conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman in having been, at his 
station, in a state of intoxication, and in having there played cards in a public 
drinking tent with a common prostitute. 

The following letters on the subject were read: 

Letter from the Acting Colonial Secretary to Mr. Golledge dated 21st 
November 1864 stating matters charged against him and affording him an 
opportunity of denying them. 

Letter from Mr. Golledge in reply dated 21st November 1864 denying the 
charges. 

Letters dated 22nd November 1864 addressed to Mr. Ernest R. Walker and 
Capt. Robert Owston inquiring whether they are aware of the facts alleged 
against Mr. Golledge. 

Letters from Mr. Ernest R. Walker and Captn. Robert Owston in reply 
dated respectively 23rd and 22nd November 1864. 

His Excellency the Governor stated that he had personally explained the 
charges to Mr. Golledge. 

Mr. Richard Golledge, Acting Gold Commissioner, was called in. 

Mr. Ernest R. Walker was called in. 

The letter of the Acting Colonial Secretary to Mr. Golledge of 21st Novem- 
ber 1864 was read. 
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Mr. Golledge admitted receiving this letter. 
The letter of Mr. Golledge of 21st November 1864 was read. 
Mr. Golledge admitted writing this letter. 


The letter of the Acting Colonial Secretary to Mr. Golledge of 22nd 
November 1864 was read. 


Mr. Golledge admitted receiving this letter. 


The letter of the Acting Colonial Secretary to Mr. Ernest Walker of 22nd 
November was read. 


Mr. Walker stated that he had received that letter. 


The Governor (To Mr. Walker) Did you in answer to that letter write this 
letter, “I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterdays 
date and beg to state in answer thereto that I have seen Mr. Golledge in a 
state of intoxication and playing cards with a prostitute while resident at 
Sooke Mines and would testify to the same in the presence of Mr. Golledge 
if required.” 

A. I wrote that letter this morning. 

Q. Have you anything to add to that letter. 

A. Insofar as I have seen Mr. Golledge intoxicated and playing cards with 
a prostitute. The facts I refer to in that letter happened on one occasion. Mr. 
Golledge was intoxicated to judge by his actions and playing cards with a pros- 
titute, a person named Fanny Clarke. 

Mr. Golledge Who were present when you saw me in a State of intoxication 
in open day. 

. I did not say “in open day.” 

Q. Who were present. 

A. There was Wall the man who keeps the tent. 
Q. Anybody else. 
A 
Q 
A 


> 


. Captain Owston. 
. Any others. 
. A Miner named Jack, and Richard Porter I think—a man named 
Draper—Dr. Hall was there. 
And you saw me playing cards in the tent. 
I saw you playing cards in the tent. 
With a prostitute. 
With a prostitute. 
At what hour of the day was this. 
. I should imagine about half past nine or ten in the evening and later 
than that. 
Q. Only on one occasion. 
A. Only on one occasion I saw you playing cards with Fanny Clarke. 
Q. Had you ever seen me intoxicated before. 
A. It is difficult to say—it is the kindest thing to say of a man when he is 
like that to say that he is under the influence of drink. 
Acting Colonial Secretary Would you say that Mr. Golledge was unmis- 
takeably under the influence of drink. 
Ney CS: 
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Q. Have you any doubt that those persons must have been equally aware 
of the fact. 

A. I should imagine so. 

The Governor Who is Dr. Hall. 

A. He is a medical man on the creek. 

Q. This person, Fanny Clarke, is a person of notorious ill repute. 

A. Yes—known I should imagine to the whole community as a prostitute. 

Acting Attorney General You say that you saw Mr. Golledge intoxicated 
judging from his acts. What did he do on this occasion. 

A. I think if a man puts up a bottle at 50 yards and offers to bet drinks 
with the crowd, if he did not hit it and not go anywhere near it—I go more 
from his language—bragging—I cannot remember exactly what he did say— 
he talked such nonsense, and allowed Fanny Clarke to call him such names as 
she did—she called him a little rat in public. 

Q. How long were you there. 

A. Four or five hours. 

Q. How long did it continue. 

A. It was going on when I left. I left after 12. Mr. Golledge was there 
when I went. He drank continually when I was there. He drank with me 
a good many times. 

Acting Colonial Secretary Were you quite sober at the time. 

A. I think so. 

Acting Attorney General You saw him playing cards with Fanny Clarke. 

A. Yes—at Euchre there were four persons. They were playing for an 
hour or two. I do not know what they were playing for—drinks I suppose. 

The Governor You stated something about another occasion that Mr. 
Golledge was boasting of hitting a bottle at 50 yards. 

A. He bet drinks all round that he would. It was either the morning of 
the same day or the morning of the next day. 

Q. Are you in a position to say whether Mr. Golledge was then under the 
influence of drink. 

A. I thought so and I think so still. The remark we made among ourselves 
was “Mr. Golledge is tight again.” 

Q. Was “betting drinks all round”, with a number of people. 

A. There were men standing round the bar. Draper was one. Wall was 
one. 

Acting Colonial Secretary Have you had any disagreement with Mr. Gol- 
ledge. 

A. No, I do not think we have. I have no ill feelings to him. We have 
often had a glass of beer together. 

Mr. Golledge How many drinks did you take that morning when you came 
to my tent to carry out the bet about the bottle. 

A. I do not know I am sure—about four or five. 

Q. Where was I. 

A. Outside your tent. 

Q. Did you see me shoot. 
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A. Yes. I said “What a muff you are.” 

Acting Colonial Secretary Can you call to mind any language used by 
Mr. Golledge. 

No. 

Q. What was his conduct to the prostitute. 

A. Playful. 

The Governor This place where Mr. Golledge was with the prostitute was 
a public place. 

A. Yes. An open bar. 

Q. You stated four persons were playing cards. Can you state who the 
other two were. 

A. I am not certain. 

Mr. Golledge stated that he had no further questions to put to Mr. Walker. 

Mr. Walker withdrew. 

Captain Robert H. Owston was called in and examined as follows: 

The Governor Will you inform me whether you received a letter to this 
purport (reading the letter of the Acting Colonial Secretary to Captain Owston 
of the 22nd November 1864). 

A. I received such a letter. 

Q. Did you write this letter in reply, to the Acting Colonial Secretary, “In 
answer to your letter of this date I have the honor to state for the information 
of His Excellency the Governor that I have seen Mr. Golledge, the Acting 
Gold Commissioner for Sooke, in a state of intoxication at a public drinking 
tent on the creek, I have also seen the same official playing at cards with a 
prostitute in the same tent.” 

A. I did. 

Q. Can you recollect the names of any other persons of character or credit 
who were present on that occasion. 

A. I cannot exactly. 

Q. Who keeps the drinking tent. 

A. Wall. 

Q. What was your reason for supposing that Mr. Golledge was in a state 
of intoxication on that occasion. How did you judge of it. 

A. From his conduct and manner. 

Q. At what hour was this. 

A. In the evening late. 

Q. Were there a number of people in the tent at the time. 

A. A number outside the tent. The tent was thrown back and there was 
a fire and seats in front. 

Q. Was Mr. Golledge on that occasion playing cards with anybody. 

A. Yes I believe he was on that same occasion. I certainly did see him 
playing cards. I will not be quite certain whether it was on that occasion. 

Q. But you saw him playing cards in a public tent. 

Ao YES: 

Q. Who was the woman he was playing cards with. 

A. Fanny Clarke. 
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Is that Fanny Clarke a prostitute by repute. 
. I believe so certainly. 
. You consider her so and other people do. 
. Yes and she considers herself so. 
. Is she a notorious character. 
. Oh yes. She was up at Cariboo this year. 
. Have you any reason or object in making these statements except being 
called upon by me to do so. 
A. None whatever. 
Q. Have you any doubt on the occasion that you state that Mr. Golledge 
was in a state of intoxication. 
A. Not the slightest. 
Q. Have you seen him in that state more than once. 
A. I have seen him what would be called intoxicated on more than one 
occasion. 
Q. Under the influence of drink. 
A. Under the influence of drink. 
Q. Were you present on any occasion when Mr. Golledge was practising 
with a pistol at a bottle. 
. IL was. 
. Was he betting on that occasion. 
. He was. He made a wager with myself that he would hit the bottle. 
. What was this wager—for money or drink. 
. It was for drinks. 
. Was Mr. Golledge sober on that occasion. 
. I could not say that he was sober on that occasion. That was in the 
morning. 
Q. What was your impression from his conduct on that occasion. Was 
it the conduct of a steady sober man. 
A. I should not say he was intoxicated. He might have been a little ner- 
vous from the effects of the previous night. 
Were there many people about on that occasion. 
A great many. It was about noon. 
And this was at the immediate scene of Mr. Golledge’s official duties. 
. He loaded the pistol in his tent. 
. But it was at the immediate scene of his duties. 
Yes: 
. Who were the people that were standing about. 
. Miners and labouring men and this Fanny Clarke was there too looking 


O>O>rOore 
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on. 
Acting Attorney General—What did you see Mr. Golledge do particularly 
in the evening when you say he was intoxicated. Did you see him drink. 
. I cannot say the quantity. I did not notice what amount he drank. 
. What made you think he was intoxicated. What did he say or do. 
. I saw him attempt to jump. 
. What was the result of that. 
. A fall. He made a very poor jump and fell back. 
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Q. Was he speaking in a way to attract your attention. 

A. He talked very foolishly. He said he wanted ten dollars out of me for 
a ditch we cut. He said Government must have it. I did not think it right 
to speak about it after business hours. 

Q. Did he talk or shout much. 

A. No. He talked at random. He wanted to make some absurd bets— 
what he could do in jumping and one thing and another—shooting. 

Q. With whom were the bets made. 

A. He offered to make them generally and when any one offered to take 
him he declared off. 

Colonial Treasurer Can you state the circumstances under which this 
Fanny Clarke was in the tent. What brought her there. 

A. I do not know. I found her there. 

Acting Attorney General Did you positively see Mr. Golledge playing 
cards with Fanny Clarke. 

A. Yes. 

Q. For how long. 

A. I cannot say. I did not remain long. 

The Governor Do you happen to know what they were playing for. 

A. I believe for drinks but I do not positively know. That is my impres- 
sion. I believe I heard her say so. 
. Can you remember how many were playing cards. 
. A party I fancy. Those two were playing together. 
. You heard him conversing with this woman. 
Yes: 
. And you have no doubt that he was associating with that woman in that 
tent and playing cards with her. 

A. Certainly he was. 

Q. How far is that tent from Mr. Golledge’s office where he transacts his 
official business—in yards. 

A. It is the other side of the creek. I should say about 45 to 50 yards. 

Acting Colonial Secretary Wave you any doubt whatever of the state that 
Mr. Golledge was in on that evening. 

A. I have not the slightest doubt. 

Mr. Golledge How many people were present when I made the jump. 

A. I really cannot say. There were several there. There was a man hold- 
ing a lantern and there were several more looking on. 

Acting Surveyor General—Have you any cause of disagreement or enmity 
to Mr. Golledge. 

A. No. 

The Governor Would you have made any statement in reference to this 
subject if you had not been applied to formally by me to do so. 

A. Certainly not. In fact I have been asked to sign papers with regard to 
Mr. Golledge on the creek and have always declined to do so. 
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Mr. Golledge stated that he had no further questions to put to Captain 
Owston. 

Captain Owston withdrew. 

His Excellency the Governor inquired of Mr. Golledge what he wished to 
say in his defence after hearing the evidence. 

Mr. Golledge denied being intoxicated and also denied that he had played 
at cards with Fanny Clarke in the tent, but admitted that he had played at 
Cards with her in the immediate vicinity of it and desired to have, Mr. Draper 
Mr. Wall, and Dr. Hall called in his defence. 

Mr. Golledge was directed to withdraw. 

The Council deliberated and affirmed the following Resolution, the Gover- 
nor, the Acting Colonial Secretary, and the Acting Surveyor General voting 
for it, and the Acting Attorney General and the Colonial Treasurer voting 
against it: 

The Council having heard the evidence adduced in reference to Mr. Gol- 
ledge’s conduct together with what he has stated in his defence is of opinion 
that there are sufficient grounds for his suspension pending the decision of 
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 


Nov. 28/64 








Monday, the 28th day of November, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


94. A letter was read from His Honor the Chief Justice dated 24th November 
1864 reporting sentence of death passed upon, and enclosing his notes of the 
trial of, Quoquilimot and Stashal, both Indians, for the murder of Mary Smith 
and her child, Tax, Neach, and Lo-lo-ax, all Indians, at Saltspring Island. 

The Council were of opinion that it was not expedient to interfere with the 
course of the law. 


95. A letter was read from the Acting Attorney General dated 6th October 1864 
together with a letter from Mr. J. D. Pemberton late Surveyor General dated 
17th October 1864 and a Minute of the Acting Attorney General thereon 
dated 14th November 1864 recommending in respect of a suit with the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company that the Company should be applied to for an account 
in a proper and formal manner. 

The Council were of opinion that the course proposed by the Acting Attor- 
ney General should be adopted. 
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96. A Memorandum was read from the Acting Surveyor General dated 25th Novem- 
ber 1864 with reference to certain lands the payments for which were in arrear. 


His Excellency the Governor stated that he had postponed the sale of such 
lands till February 1865 in which course the Council concurred. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
Nov. 29 











Tuesday, the 29th day of November, 1864: 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


97. His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted a 
Tender from M. Munro for the erection of two bridges at Albert Head for 
$2.954 99 per lineal foot. 


98. Mr. Richard Golledge Acting Gold Commissioner was called in. Mr. Henry 
Kibblewhite was called in and examined as follows: 


The Governor. You have been called upon I believe by the Government 
to state what you know in reference to some acts of Mr. Golledge. 

A. Yes 

Q. Have you any difference or animosity towards Mr. Golledge of any sort 
or description. 

A. None whatever. 

Q. You keep a house of public accommodation on the road between Vic- 
toria and Leech River. 

A. I do. 

Q. Do you remember seeing Mr. Golledge on or about the 6th or 7th 
of November. 

A. On or about that time. 

Q. He came to your house about that day. 

A. He did. 

Q. Was there any person in company with him. 

A. Yes. They came in together. I do not know whether they were travel- 
ling together. Mr. Golledge was I believe on his way to Victoria. 
. The person with him was a woman named Fanny Clarke. 
Yes. 
. She came into your house together with him. 
Yes. 
. How long did they remain in your house. 
I cannot say. 
. Did they leave it together. 
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A. They did. 

Q. How were they proceeding. Were they riding or walking. 

A. To the best of my knowledge Mr. Golledge was walking and Fanny 
Clarke was riding. 

Q. How was the woman dressed at that time. 

A. She had on a pair of my trowsers. 

Q. Partly in male attire. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know anything of the character of that woman by repute or 
otherwise. 

A. I believe she is well known as a common prostitute. I do not think 
she makes any secret of it. 

Q. Do you know when Mr. Golledge returned after that visit to Victoria. 

A. He returned the same week. 

Q. Can you tell me whether they had anything to drink in your house on 
that occasion. 

A. I think they had a glass of porter. 

Acting Colonial Secretary. Were Mr. Golledge and the woman sober on 
that occasion. 

AS Yes. 

Mr. Golledge admitted the correctness of Mr. Kibblewhite’s evidence, and 
stated that he had no questions to put to him. 

Mr. Kibblewhite withdrew. 

Mr. Christian Ochsner was called in and examined as follows. 

The Governor. You are the Contractor on the road between Victoria and 
Leech River. 

A. Yes. 

Q. You have been called upon I believe by the Government to state what 
you know in reference to some part of Mr. Golledge’s conduct. 

A. Yes I was. 

Q. Have you any personal feeling or animosity towards Mr. Golledge. 

A. Not at all. 

Q. You would not have made any statement unless you had been called 
upon so to do. 

A. No. I was sorry I had to come. 

Q. Did you meet Mr. Golledge upon that road coming towards Victoria 
at any period lately. 

A. I did. 

Q. About what time. 

A. Well at the beginning of this month. I could not exactly say—between 
the 6th and 13th of this month. 
. Was Mr. Golledge riding or walking. 
. He was on a horse. 
. What kind of saddle had he upon that horse. 
. A lady’s saddle—a side saddle. 
. Was there anybody with him on that occasion. 
. There was a female called Fanny Clarke walking behind. 
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Q. How was she dressed on that occasion. 

A. In man’s attire—in man’s clothing. 

Q. Had you seen that horse before. 

A. I had seen it going up to Leech River. The horse was then behind a 
wagon and she was riding in the wagon. 

Q. At what hour of the day was it that you say you met them. 

A. I should say between 12 and 3. I walked right out from Victoria in 
the morning to the place where I met them. 
. Can you state whether Mr. Golledge was sober or not at that time. 
I could not. I should think he was. 
How far was it from Mr. Kibblewhite’s house. 
. About as near as I could say a mile and a quarter. 
Do you know what is the character of this woman Fanny Clarke. 
She bears a very bad character. 
She is by repute a notorious prostitute. 
Yes. 

Acting Surveyor General Was it before or after I walked through to show 
you the bridges at Leech. 

A. It was before. 

Acting Colonial Secretary Did you stop and speak to Mr. Golledge and 
the woman. 

A. Mr. Golledge walked on without stopping. The woman stopped for a 
moment and asked if the steamer was in. That was all that passed. 

Mr. Golledge admitted the correctness of Mr. Ochsners evidence and stated 
that he had no question to put to him. 

Mr. Ochsner withdrew. 

Mr. R. C. Portway was called in and examined as follows: 

The Governor Have you been called upon by the Government to state 
what you know in reference to some part of Mr. Golledge’s conduct. 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Would you have made any statement if you had not been called upon 
so to do. 

A. I should not if I had not been called upon. 

Q. Did you see Mr. Golledge in Wall’s drinking tent at any period lately. 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long ago. 

A. About three weeks. 

Q. What was he doing on that occasion. 

A. He was playing cards. 

Q. Whom was he playing cards with. 

A. With Fanny Clarke. 

Q. About what o’clock was that. 

A. About six in the evening as nearly as I can recollect. 

Q. What is the character of this woman Fanny Clarke. 

A. She is a prostitute by repute. 

Q. Did you see Mr. Golledge again during that evening. 

A. I saw him after dinner the same evening at a later hour. 
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What was he doing then. 

He was having another game of cards. 

Was it with the same woman. 

The same and some more—there were four playing together. 
Do you know what they were playing for on the first occasion. 
For drinks. 

Did Mr. Golledge make any remark at the end of the game. 


. “I have lost” I believe he said. 


Did he order drinks then. 
Yes. I will not say that he ordered them but all hands came and had 


drinks at his expense. 


(sap) 


the 


O>rOrOProO 


PTOPOPOPOPOPOPOD 


Those present. 

Yes, 

Did Mr. Golledge return again to the tent after dinner. 
Yes. 


. And played again. 


And played again. 
What o’clock was it when you last saw Mr. Golledge that night at 


ent. 

. I could not say—about midnight I suppose. 

. Was he then sober or drunk or in what condition was he. 
. I should not say sober but he was not drunk. 

. He was obviously under the influence of drink. 


Yes. He was perfectly able to do anything. 

Did you see him drinking yourself in the course of the evening. 
Yes. 

Have you seen Mr. Golledge in that tent on other occasions. 
Once or twice before. 

Was it a public drinking tent open to the public. 

Yes. 


. Is this tent in immediate proximity to Mr. Golledge’s place of business. 
. It is on the other side of Sooke River. 

. What is the distance of it. 

. It is from 50 to 100 yards from Mr. Golledge’s place of business. 


Mr. Golledge denied the truth of Mr. Portway’s evidence but declined to put 
any question to him. 

Mr. Portway withdrew. 

Mr. Prior A. Simon was called in and examined as follows. 

The Governor You have been called up by the Government to state what 
you know in reference to some portion of Mr. Golledge’s conduct. 
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Yes. 


. Did you see Mr. Golledge about the 3rd of November at Bacon Bar. 


I did. 


. Where did you see him on that occasion. 
. At our store. It is a public house. 

. About what o’clock was that. 

. About four o’clock in the afternoon. 
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Q. Was he playing cards on that occasion. 

A. He was. 

Q. Who was he playing with. 

A. A man who lives round there and has a claim in the neighbourhood—a 
miner. 

Q. Was Mr. Golledge sober on that occasion. 

A. Mr. Golledge in my opinion was not exactly sober but I could not say he 
was drunk with the excitement at the time. He had been drinking but far from 
trying to create any disturbance he tried all he could to quell it. There was a 
man came in who was very much the worse for liquor and wanted to have a 
fight and Mr. Golledge intercepted and prevented a disturbance in the house. 

Q. Had Mr. Golledge on that occasion a sparring match with anybody. 

A. He had a sparring match with the man he had been playing with—the 
man he was playing with proposed that they should spar for fun and Mr. 
Golledge consented—and they stood up and I believe Mr. Golledge hit him 
first and this man being the worse for liquor got out of temper and it was on 
this occasion that Mr. Golledge intercepted and tried to keep the peace. 

Acting Colonial Secretary Was the man that was drunk the same man that 
Mr. Golledge was playing cards with. 

A. Yes. 

The Governor Have you any ill feeling or animosity towards Mr. Golledge 
of any description. 

A. Not the slightest. 

Acting Surveyor General How far is Bacon Bar from the Forks. 

A. About a mile and five eighths from Mr. Golledge’s place of business. 

Mr Golledge Was it four o’clock when this occurred. 

A. I should think it was about four o’clock. Mr. Golledge came there about 
twelve o’clock and it was about four oclock when this occurred. It was dusk. 

The Governor Was Mr. Golledge there during the whole of that period. 

AY eS: 

Mr. Golledge You say I hit the man. 

A. You tapped him on the nose the first time. The proposal was that 
whoever tapped the other on the nose first the one that was tapped on the nose 
should pay for drinks. 

Q. Was that proposal made by me. 

A. Made by this other man. 

The Governor But Mr. Golledge acquiesced in that proposal. 

A. Mr. Golledge acquiesced. 

Mr. Golledge stated that he had no further question to put to Mr. Simon. 

Mr. Simon withdrew. 

His Excellency the Governor inquired whether Mr. Golledge had any re- 
marks to make upon the evidence and informed him that if he desired to make 
any statement he might do so either verbally or in writing. 

Mr. Golledge stated that he had no remarks to make. 


Mr. Golledge was directed to withdraw. 
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His Excellency the Governor put it to the Council to say whether Mr. Goll- 
edge was now sober. 

The Council were of opinion that Mr. Golledge was not sober—that he was 
under the influence of drink. 


Adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 
Monday Sth 














Monday, the 5th day of December, 1864 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 


Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


99. The Council having considered “A Bill to appropriate the sum of £1200 sterling 


100. 


1018 


102. 


LOS: 


104. 


per annum from the General Revenue of the Colony for the salary of a Chief 
Justice passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly were of opinion that 
it should be reserved for the Assent or otherwise of Her Majesty. 


A letter was read from the Commissioner of Police dated 30th November 
1864 enclosing the resignation of Mr. H. Smith, Superintendent of Police. 

The Council were of opinion that under the circumstances no further pro- 
ceedings should be taken against Mr. Smith. 


A letter was read dated 29th November 1864 from Mr. J. Copland, enclosing 
a letter signed “J. Waddell” charging Mr. Smith, late Superintendent of Police, 
and Mr. Green, Attorney, with attempting to defeat justice in respect of the 
robbery at the bank of Mr. Macdonald. 

The Council concurred with His Excellency the Governor in the propriety 
of merely acknowledging the receipt of this letter. 


A letter was read from the Acting Gold Commissioner dated 3rd November 
1864 recommending that privileges in respect of the right to hold additional 
claims should be granted to discoverers of new diggings &c. 

The Council were of opinion that privileges similar to those granted in 
British Columbia should be granted. 


His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted 
the following Tenders. 

From William Hick to construct a road from Somenos to Maple Bay for 
$100 per Mile. 

From John Nicholson for partial repairs of East Saanich Road for $2.27, 99 
per lineal yard. 
In reference to the necessity of raising additional Revenue the Council having 
considered the rate of duty paid on sales at auction, namely 14 per cent, were 
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of opinion that the expediency of raising the duty to 2% per cent should be 
considered with the next Estimates. 


In reference to a letter from Mr. J. D. Pemberton dated 2nd September 1864 
submitted by the Acting Surveyor General relative to Schmudtz an Indian 
disabled in the service of the Government, the Council were of opinion that 
in order to meet this and similar cases a sum should be placed on the Estimates 
for 1865 under the head of miscellaneous Charitable Allowances. 


With reference to “A Bill relating to the office of Coroner” passed by the 
Legislative Assembly, the Council were of opinion that the consideration of it 
by the Legislative Council should be deferred until the course of action with 
regard to it should have been determined by this Council. 


Adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 
Dec. 20/64 








Tuesday, the 20th day of December, 1864 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 


107. 


108. 
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Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed . 


A Bill relating to the office of Coroner passed by the Legislative Assembly 
was considered. 

The Council were of opinion that the Bill should be rejected by the Legis- 
lative Council and that a new Bill should be prepared by the Acting Attorney 
General. 


A Despatch was read from the Secretary of State for the Colonies No. 39 dated 
29th September 1864 approving amendment of “The first Telegraph Act 1864” 
in respect of monopoly of telegraphic communication conferred on California 
State Telegraph Company. 


The Acting Attorney General was directed to prepare a Bill for the purpose. 


A Despatch was read from the Secretary of State for the Colonies No. 40 
dated 29th September 1864 approving the writing off from the public accounts, 
of the defalcations of Mr. J. Nagle, late Harbour Master. 


The Council concurred in the acceptance by His Excellency the Governor of a 
Tender from John Morris to make a road from Craigflower to Burnside for 
$175 per lineal mile. 


111 & 112. A letter was read from the Stipendiary Magistrate at Nanaimo dated 


17th December 1864 relative to disturbances caused by Indians in the Comox 
District. 

The Council were of opinion that a sum should be placed on the Estimates 
for 1865 for the maintenance of a Stipendiary Magistrate at Comox. 
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113. His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted the 

following Tender for the service of the year 1865. 

Messrs. Hutchinson and Co. to supply Lighthouses with provisions for $900, 
coals for $450, and water at 8 cents a gallon. 

Messrs. Wallace and Allen to print the Government Gazette at 80 cents per 
page of ordinary matter and $3.4549 9 per page of tabular matter. 

Messrs. Hutchinson and Co. to supply the Government with meat at 9% 
cents per pound and vegetables at 4 cents per pound. 

Mr. D. Kavanagh to supply coal at $11 per ton and wood at $3 and $5 
per cord. 

Messrs. Wilson and Murray to supply bread and groceries at various prices. 

Mr. T. B. Shaw to convey Mails weekly between Victoria and Saanich 
for $300. 

Mr. H. E. Wilby to convey Mails between Victoria and Esquimalt daily 
Mail for $3 per diem and express Mails for $6 and $2 subject to the expense 
being voted by the Legislature. 


114. The Council were of opinion that the consideration of Tenders for the con- 
veyance of Mails between Victoria and Sooke Mines should stand over till 
the Estimates for 1865 should be passed. 


115. A letter was read from Messrs. Henderson and Burnaby dated 19th December 
1864 proposing that the Government should cancel the lease of certain land at 
Nanaimo to Mr. A. G. Horne, that as Trustees of the estate of Mr. Horne 
they should pay the rent up to the end of the current quarter, that they should 
formally convey the building erected on the land to the Government, and that 
the Government should pay for the building $1500 as soon as a vote for that 
purpose should be passed. 


The Council were of opinion that the proposal should be accepted. 
Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 





Wednesday, the 28th day of December, 1864 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney-General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


116. The Council concurred in the acceptance by His Excellency the Governor of 
the Tender of the Vancouver Island Coal Mining and Land Company to con- 
vey Mails during 1865 between Victoria and Nanaimo and Comox and inter- 
mediate places. 


117. A Despatch from His Excellency the Governor to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies No. 50 dated 1st August 1864 relating to the opinion of the Chief 
Justice that real property cannot be alienated for the payment of taxes thereon, 
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and the reply of the Secretary of State thereto No. 50 dated 27th October 1864 
giving the opinion of the Law Offices of the Crown that real property may be so 
alienated, were read. 

The Council were of opinion that the Treasurer should be directed to make 
out a list of defaulters in respect of real estate tax and hand the same to the 
Sheriff for recovery. 


A Despatch from His Excellency the Governor to the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies No. 46 dated 14th July 1864 relative to the reservation of Assent 
by the Governor to “A Bill respecting Barristers and Attorneys” was read 
together with the reply of the Secretary of State No. 54 dated 29th October 
1864 authorizing the Governor to give his assent. 

The Council were of opinion that the Bill should not be assented to in view 
of the passing of another Bill now nearly through the Legislative Council. 


The following Despatches from the Secretary of State for the Colonies were 
read: 

No. 47, dated 20th October 1864 approving the acceptance of the resigna- 
tion of Mr. G. H. Cary, Attorney General. 

No. 45, dated 20th October 1864 approving the convening of the Legis- 
lature by the Governor. 

No. 43, dated 20th October 1864 acknowledging receipt of Address of 
Governor on opening Legislature. 

No. 53, dated 28th October 1864 approving provisional appointment of 
Mr. T. L. Wood to be Acting Attorney General. 

No. 56, dated 29th October 1864 with reference to an application of Mr. 
D. B. Ring to be appointed Attorney General. 

No. 46, dated 20th October 1864 approving appointments of Acting Gold 
Commissioner and Acting Stipendiary Magistrate at Sooke. 

No. 58, dated 1st October 1864 relative to Bills drawn on the Crown Agents 
for the Colonies for £4000 on account of the Road and Harbour Loan. 


A Despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies No. 49 dated 26th 
October 1864 relative to a proposal to divide into two the Diocese of British 
Columbia was read. 


The Council were of opinion that such a division of the diocese was desirable. 


A letter was read from the Acting Attorney General dated 21st December 1864 
with a correspondence enclosed showing that the Hudsons Bay Company had 
refused to give an account applied for of sales of certain lands by them. 

The Council were of opinion that pending a reference of the matter to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies by His Excellency the Governor and with a 
view to avoid delay, legal steps if necessary should be taken to compel the 
disclosure of the information sought. 


The Council having considered the subject were of opinion that a supply of 
postage labels of the value of five and ten cents each should be procured from 
England. 
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123. A Petition from Inhabitants of Nanaimo praying for the establishment of a 
small debt Court there was considered. 
The Council were of opinion that a Measure for this purpose was desirable. 


124. A letter was read from the Acting Town Clerk of Victoria dated 20th December 
1864 enclosing a Resolution of the City Council requesting the Government 
to pay the second instalment of the loan from the Bank of British North 
America due on the 31st instant amounting to $10170 including interest for 
one year. 

The Council were of opinion that in view of an outstanding balance due 
by the City to the Government of $6982 and of the present state of the finances 
of the Colony the Government were wholly unable to comply with the request 
of the Corporation to pay to the Bank of British North America the amount 
of the Debentures falling due on the 31st December 1864, viz. $10,170. 


125. The Council having considered a draft Bill to amend the First Telegraph Act 
1864 were of opinion that it should be introduced into the Legislative Council 
forthwith. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 


Tuesday, the 10th day of January, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


1. Two letters were read from the Chief Justice dated 28th December 1864 respect- 
ing the preparation of Returns relative to Bankruptcy and Probate and in 
reference to the non production by the Acting Registrar of the Supreme Court 
of vouchers and other documents respecting the estates of deceased persons 
administered by the Registrar acting as Official Administrator. 

The Council considered and settled the draft of a letter to be written to the 
Chief Justice calling upon him to state whether or no he will produce the 
required documents. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 


Friday, the 13th day of January, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


2. The proposed Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for 1865 were considered 
together with a letter from the Acting Colonial Secretary dated 12th January 
1865 in explanation thereof. 

The Council were of opinion that the Estimates should be laid before the 
Legislature. 
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3. His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted the 
Tender of the Vancouver Coal Mining Company to supply about 1200 tons of 
coal for the use of the tug and dredger about to be employed in Victoria 
Harbour. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 

















Monday, the 30th day of January, 1865 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 

The Minutes of the Meetings of 28th December 1864, and of the 10th and 
13th January 1865 were read and confirmed. 

4. His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council assented to 
“An Act respecting Barristers and Attorneys at Law.” 

The Acting Attorney General was instructed to confer with the Chief Justice 
with a view to additional Rules of the Supreme Court being prepared in pur- 
suance of this Act. 

5. His Excellency the Governor brought before the Council certain Resolutions 
passed by the Legislative Assembly in reference to the State of the Colony and 
recommending union with the Colony of British Columbia. 

The Council were of opinion that these Resolutions should be acknowledged 
and action thereon deferred. 

6. A Bill respecting the Medical Board and Practitioners in Medicine and Surgery 
passed by the Legislative Assembly was considered. 

The Council were of opinion that the course to be adopted with reference to 
this Bill in the Legislative Council should be left to the discretion of individual 
Members. 

7. A Petition from Sarah Rowland, and letters from Thomas Estall and from W. P. 
Sayward, John Jackson, and T. B. Shaw dated respectively 23rd November and 
26th November 1864 were read, and also a further letter from Sarah Rowland 
dated 12th January 1865 complaining that Herman Rolant the Contractor for 
building the Supreme Court House had not paid for the material furnished. 

The Council were of opinion that the question treated of in these papers 
arose and appeared to have been adjusted during the Government of His Ex- 
cellency’s Predecessor and that His Excellency could not undertake to re-open 
or review it. 

8. A Memorandum of the Acting Surveyor General dated 19th January 1865 was 
read enclosing a plan for baths and wash house proposed to be erected at the 
Gaol Victoria at an estimated cost of $425. 

The Council approved of the work being undertaken. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
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Thursday, the 9th day of February, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


9. A Despatch was read from the Secretary of State for the Colonies No. 63 dated 
29th November 1864 enclosing the opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown 
relative to the question whether the Corporation of Victoria possess the power 
of taxing trades and professions under “The Victoria Incorporation Act 1862.” 

A draft Bill to explain “The Victoria Incorporation Act 1862” was also read. 
The Council were of opinion that the Bill should be introduced into the 
Legislative Council. 


10. A letter was read dated the 1st February 1865 from Messrs. Jay and Co. stating 
the terms on which they would be prepared to transfer to the Government lands 
held by them on Discovery Island. 


The Council were of opinion that the proposals of Messrs. Jay and Co. could 
not be entertained. 
Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 











Friday, the 14th [17th] day of February, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


11. Letters were read from the Postmaster dated 17th January 1865, from Mr. 
W. F. Tolmie, Chief Factor of the Hudsons Bay Company, dated 31st January 
1865, and from the Colonial Secretary of British Columbia dated 4th February 
1865 by which it appeared that two distinct arrangements were in existence for 
the conveyance of Mails between Vancouver Island and British Columbia as 
follows: 

1. Vancouver Island to pay to the Hudson’s Bay Company $485 per annum 
and half the Harbour Dues paid by the vessels conveying the Mails, and 


2. British Columbia to pay to the Hudson’s Bay Company $600 per annum. 


It also appeared that the Hudson’s Bay Company claimed for the service of 
1864, $485, and $862.82 being half the amount of the Harbour Dues. 


The Council were of opinion that the amount claimed should be paid and 
that a communication should be made to the Government of British Columbia 
with a view to placing the service on a more satisfactory footing, and that the 
Hudson’s Bay Company should be informed that as regards 1865 the matter 
is under consideration. 


by 
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A letter was read from the Colonial Treasurer dated 7th February 1865 suggest- 
ing the propriety of procuring a supply of cent pieces with a view to insure 
exactitude in the receipts and payment of moneys. 

The Council were of opinion that the matter should stand over for the 
present. 
His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted a 


Tender from Messrs. Roper and Co. to supply articles of clothing for the 
Police and Gaol Departments at various prices. 


The Council were of opinion that the question of Tenders for constructing a 
bridge at Fisgard Lighthouse should stand over for the present. 


Adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 











Monday, the 20th day of February, 1865 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
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Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


A communication from the Legislative Assembly was read dated 27th January 
1865 enclosing Resolutions on the State of the Colony and recommending 
union with British Columbia. 

The Council were of opinion that it would not be desirable to express any 
opinion on this subject in the Legislative Council and that any Resolution which 
might be proposed in the Legislative Council other than simply affirming the 
desirability of Union should be met by an amendment to the effect “That the 
Legislative Council regards it as undesirable to express an opinion upon the 
expediency or otherwise of uniting the Colonies of Vancouver Island and 
British Columbia.” 


16. A letter was read from Messrs. Drake and Jackson complaining that the steamer 


“Jenny Jones” had been carried off by force to the American Territory. 

The Council were of opinion that the matter should be submitted to the 
Attorney General for his opinion as to whether the intervention of the Govern- 
ment was necessary. 


17. A letter was read from Mr. D. Kavanagh dated February 16th 1865 stating 


his readiness to supply the Government with coal and wood on the terms of his 
Tender of 11th November 1864. 

The Council were of opinion that Mr. Kavanagh’s Tender should be ac- 
cepted. 


18. A letter was read from the Postmaster dated 18th February 1865 stating that 


the bonds of himself and his clerk, Mr. Sparrow, were executed in April 1862 
and left in the possession of the Attorney General. A Minute of the Acting 
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Attorney General thereon was also read, to the effect that the bonds cannot 
be found in his office. 


The Council were of opinion that in the event of the bonds not being found 
in the possession of the late Attorney General, Mr. Wootton and Mr. Sparrow 
should be called upon to execute fresh bonds. 


19. The following Bills passed by the Legislative Assembly were agreed to be 
treated as open questions in the Legislative Council. 


A Bill to provide for taking the Census of the Colony and for obtaining 
other statistical information. 


A Bill respecting Common Schools. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 








Wednesday, the 9th [8th] day of March, 1865 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


20. The following Despatches from the Secretary of State for the Colonies were 

read: 

No. 67, dated 20th December 1864 approving Indian policy. 

No. 68 dated 20th December 1864 approving proceedings of Governor 
Kennedy relative to massacres of Europeans at Bute Inlet and Bentinck Arm. 

No. 74, dated 31st December 1864 approving steps taken to discover and 
punish Indians concerned in the murder of Mr. Banfield and in the massacre 
of the crew of the sloop “Kingfisher.” 


21. A Petition was read dated 10th February 1865 from Messrs. James Macintosh, 
Edward Stephens and others applying to be allowed to change the boundaries 
of their claims on Leech River. 


The Council were of opinion that the application should be granted. 
22. The Council were of opinion with reference to “A Bill to establish the Postal 
Service” that it was expedient that an amendment thereto should be passed 


by the Legislative Council to enable the Governor to authorize persons to con- 
vey letters &c. by express. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
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Monday, the 20th day of March, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


23. A Memorandum of the Acting Surveyor General dated 19th October 1864 pro- 
posing a scale of fees for the Lands and Works Office was read. 
The Council were of opinion that the proposed table of fees should be 
adopted. 


24. A letter was read from Mr. George H. Wilson Brown dated 18th February 
1865 making proposals for leasing and working the coal seams discovered 
by the Exploring Expedition in the Comox District. 

The Council were of opinion that Mr. Brown should be informed that in 
the present position of the Crown Lands question the Governor is not 
clothed with sufficient power to negociate with him on the terms he proposes 
but that he will submit those terms to the Secretary of State for his considera- 
tion. 

25. An ordinance to amend the Law of Evidence passed by the Legislature of 
British Columbia to enable the Courts to receive the evidence of Aboriginal 
Natives given without the sanction of an oath was considered. 

The Council were of opinion that the same Law should be introduced into 
the Legislative Council and passed. 


26. An ordinance to consolidate and amend the mining laws passed by the Legis- 
lature of British Columbia together with a Bill prepared by the Acting Attorney 
General on the subject of Mining Laws were considered. 

The Council were of opinion that the Bill of the Acting Attorney General 
should be introduced into the Legislative Council. 


27. The Council were of opinion that Gold Mining Claims laid over till the 31st 
March 1865 should be further laid over till the 15th of April 1865. 


28. His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted a 
Tender from John T. Howard for the conveyance of Express Mails between 
Victoria and Esquimalt for $5 per trip. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 

















Tuesday, the 28th day of March, 1865 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Surveyor General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


29. Communications from the Legislative Assembly dated 14th and 21st March 
1865 were read enclosing Resolutions suggesting the imposition of charges for 
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landing permits on horses, cattle, sheep, and carcasses, and a bounty on the 
export of horses cattle and sheep, and also charges for landing permits for 
potatoes carrots, turnips and cabbages. 

The Council were of opinion that the Harbour Master was the only officer 
who could be employed to collect these charges. 


30. A communication from the Legislative Assembly dated 24th March 1865 was 


read enclosing Resolutions declining to vote Salaries for the Chief Justice, 
Treasurer and Surveyor General, amalgamating for payment of salary the 
offices of Superintendent and Inspector of Police, & declining to vote a sum 
of $34,000 from the General Revenue for the reimbursement of moneys paid 
out of the Crown Revenue for general purposes. 

The Council were of opinion that His Excellency the Governor should 
inform the Assembly that under instructions from the Secretary of State he 
had no authority to pay the salaries of the Chief Justice Treasurer and Sur- 
veyor General, that the Superintendent of Police should be offered £350 a 
year and that the Inspector of Police should be offered a Serjeant’s pay with 
£50 added and that the question of voting $34,000 in reimbursement of the 
Crown Revenue should again be brought under the notice of the Legislative 
Assembly. 


31. A communication was read from the Legislative Assembly dated 24th March 


1865 suggesting a tax of $100 upon all persons who sell opium or allow opium 
to be smoked, eaten or drunk on their premises. 


32. The Council were of opinion that the foregoing Resolutions of the Legislative 


Assembly suggesting the imposition of charges should be forwarded to the 
Acting Attorney General with an instruction to draft Bills to give effect to 
the Resolutions. 


Adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 














Monday, the 10th day of April, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 


Attorney General, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


33. A communication was read from the Legislative Assembly dated 7th April 1865 


34. 


enclosing a Resolution fixing the rates for permits for landing goods. 

The Council were of opinion that the Resolution should be referred to the 
Acting Attorney General to prepare a Bill to give effect thereto. 
A letter was read from Mr. J. McG. Otty and other Road Commissioners of 
Cowichan dated Ist April 1865 stating that their term of office will shortly 
expire and recommending certain individuals to be appointed in their stead. 
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The Council were of opinion that the Gentlemen recommended should be 
appointed. 
35. A Petition was read from Gold Miners dated 8th April 1865 requesting that 
claims may be further laid over till the Ist of May. 
The Governor stated that he had directed the notification of the laying over 
of claims till that date, in which the Council concurred. 


36. A Memorandum was read from the Acting Surveyor General dated Sth April 
1865 recommending a fund of $202 to Mr. Ernest Schloesser being an amount 
overcharged for land sold in Sallas Island. 


The Council were of opinion that the amount should be refunded. 


37. His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted a 
Tender from Simon Anderson to build a boat for dredging purposes for Vic- 
toria Harbour for $190. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 








Thursday, the 20th day of April, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


38. His Excellency the Governor submitted to the Council a communication from 
the Legislative Assembly enclosing Resolutions stating they are not prepared 
to vote a sum of $15148.9549,9 in reimbursement of money paid by the Im- 
perial Government for the erection of lighthouses and asking for further in- 
formation relative to a sum of $340662% oo proposed to be voted for the 
reimbursement of the Crown Revenues for sums expended thereout for general 
Colonial purposes. 
The draft of a Message in reply was read and met with the concurrence of 
the Council. 


39. His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted a 
Tender from Arthur Strong to cleanse the latrines at the Gaol, Victoria for 
$125. 


40. The Council approved of an advance of $400 to Maurice Carey repayable in 
instalments for the purpose of enabling him to bring members of his family 
from Ireland on his giving bonds for the repayment thereof. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
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Monday, the 24th day of April, 1865 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


41. His Excellency the Governor submitted to the Council the expediency of pur- 
chasing for the Governor’s residence, Stoneleigh consisting of house and about 
26 acres for $19,500. 


The Council were of opinion that it was desirable to effect this purchase. 


42. A Resolution of the Legislative Assembly dated 10th April 1865 asking for the 
details of the amount of $34,066 proposed to be reimbursed to Crown Revenue 
was read. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary and the Colonial Treasurer were directed to 
draw up an account to be furnished to the Legislative Assembly. 


43. The Report of a Board dated 30th March 1865 relative to the construction of 
the tug for Victoria Harbour Improvement was read. A Report of the Acting 
Surveyor General dated 4th April 1865 and a letter from Mr. R. Ewing the 
contractor dated April 22nd 1865 claiming payment were also read. 

The Council were of opinion that the portion of the Report of the Board 
pointing out the respects in which the tug has not been constructed according 
to specifications should be submitted to Mr. Ewing with an intimation that 
when he shall have made good the defects the amount claimed will be paid. 


44. A Memorandum from the Acting Surveyor General dated 12th April 1865 
inquiring whether he shall proceed to undertake any works in respect of roads 
was read. 

The consideration of this question was postponed in the present condition of 
the Revenue. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 








Monday, the 8th day of May, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


45. A letter was read from the Crown Agents for the Colonies dated 16th February 
1865 calling attention to a bill drawn upon them for £1000 at a time when a 
less balance was in their hands and stating that a remittance would be necessary 
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to meet an amount of £2000 payable in July and January for interest and 
sinking fund on account of the Vancouver Island Road and Harbour Loan. 


A Despatch was also read from the Secretary of State for the Colonies No. 8 
dated 23rd February 1865 with reference to the bill above referred to. 

The Council were of opinion that a sum of £3000 should be remitted to the 
Crown Agents. 


His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council accepted a 
Tender from John Morris to construct a road from Craigflower to Esquimalt 
for $550 per lineal mile. 

The Council also approved of a short road to connect the house occupied 
by Rear Admiral Denman, Commander in Chief, with this road being included 
in the work. 


The Council approved of the public buildings at Victoria being insured with the 
London and Liverpool Fire insurance Company. 


A letter was read from the Lighthouse Board dated April 6th 1865 suggesting 
that a quantity of stores of the estimated value of £500 should as a measure 
of economy be procured from England. 

The Council were of opinion that one half of the quantities proposed should 
be sent for. 


A letter was read from the Acting Attorney General dated 3rd April 1865 
stating that the Crown is in ignorance of the sales of country lands effected by 
the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

The Council were of opinion that the consideration of the question should 
be postponed for the present. 


A Despatch was read from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, Separate, 
dated 18th February 1865 in reference to a Vice Admiralty Court in the 
Colony and enclosing a Commission as Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court 
for the Chief Justice under the name of Daniel Cameron instead of David 
Cameron. 


A letter was read from Mr. J. Robertson Stewart dated Sth May 1865 inquiring 
whether the Government would favour the establishment of a foreign Company 
to work coal &c. on lands pre-empted by him at Koskeemo Sound, and would 
give a perfect title to the lands. 

The Council were of opinion that Mr. Stewart should be informed that with 
reference to an alien Company there being no precedent the Governor does 
not feel justified in giving any guarantee on the subject without reference to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


Adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 
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Saturday, the 13th day of May, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


52. A letter was read from the Colonial Treasurer dated 11th May 1865 stating 
that the credit with the Bank of British North America had been overdrawn by 
the amount of $2375.77. 

The Council were of opinion that application should be made to the Bank 
for a further credit of $20,000 pending a reference to the Legislative Assembly. 


53. A Committee having been appointed by the Legislative Assembly to inquire 
into the management «c. of the dredging machine employed in the improvement 
of Victoria Harbour the Council were of opinion that the Acting Surveyor 
General should state in any evidence he might give to the Committee that the 
Dredger is altogether beyond the means of the Colony and calculated to bring 
the Colony into financial difficulties and that it would be desirable to postpone 
the improvement of Victoria Harbour. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 








Monday, the 22nd day of May, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last two Meetings were read and confirmed. 


54. A letter was read from the Assessor dated 18th May 1865 stating that the 
Boards of Revision of Real Estate Tax for the City of Victoria and for the 
District of Victoria were of opinion that it was necessary to employ a joint 
Secretary at a cost of $100 per month and to hire a room at a cost of $15 
per month. 

The Council were of opinion that the Governor has no authority to go 
beyond the amount voted for this branch of the service. 


55. A letter was read from the Postmaster dated 18th May 1865 enclosing a letter 
from the Postmaster General of British Columbia stating that after the 18th 
instant letters posted at Victoria for the interior of British Columbia must be 
prepaid in full in Victoria. 

The Council were of opinion that the Postmaster should be instructed to 
carry out the system for the present charging 20 cents per half ounce on letters 
for the interior of British Columbia and to apply to the Treasurer for the 
proper form of keeping the accounts. 


56. A letter was read from Rear Admiral the Honourable J. Denman dated 19th 
May 1865 with reference to the British Ship “Maria” which being seizable 
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under the Imperial “Chinese Passengers Act 1855” had clandestinely left Es- 
quimalt without either papers or clearance and gone to Washington Territory. 

The Council were of opinion that application should be made to the Gover- 
nor of Washington Territory for her detention. 


57. The Council concurred in the Assent given by his Excellency the Governor to 
“A Bill respecting Common Schools.” 


58. A letter was read from the Acting Attorney General dated 15th May 1865 with 
reference to the following Bills passed by the Legislative Assembly and now 
before the Legislative Council: 

A Bill to exempt the homestead and other property from forced seizure and 
sale in certain cases. 

A Bill respecting weights and measures. 

A Bill respecting the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages in Van- 
couver Island. 

A Bill to amend the manner of taking the Verdict of a Jury in certain cases. 
as to which it was decided that it should be left to Members in Legislative 
Council to act according to their individual opinions and, 


59. A Bill for securing liens to Mechanics and others as to which it was decided that 
Members should resist it in principle and in detail. 


60. With reference to A Bill relating to Gold Mining it was agreed that Members in 
Legislative Council should agree to the Amendments of the Legislative As- 
sembly except that relating to fees which should further be amended by striking 
out the Clause except that part appropriating the penalties. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 





Monday, the 29th day of May, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


61. With reference to the last Minute of the last Meeting, it being understood that 
the Legislative Assembly would refuse to assent to the further amendment of 
“A Bill relating to Gold Mining” as then agreed upon, it was agreed that the 
Legislative Council should seek a conference with the Assembly at which the 
Members of the Council should insist that neither the Council nor the As- 
sembly have any authority to divert the mining fees from the Crown Revenue 
to the General Revenue and in the event of the Assembly refusing to accede to 
that proposition and allow the alteration of the clause proposed by the Legisla- 
tive Council, that the Bill should be allowed to lapse. 
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A letter was read from the Acting Attorney General dated 27th May 1865 
relative to the following Bills passed by the Legislative Assembly and now 
before the Legislative Council: 

A Bill respecting the Descent of real Property, as to which it was agreed that 
it should be resisted by Members in Legislative Council. 

A Bill to amend the Law as to imprisonment for debt, as to which it was 
agreed to amend the Bill in accordance with a similar law passed by the Legis- 
lature of British Columbia. 


The Council were of opinion that the title deeds of the new Government House 
should be registered and the Deeds deposited in the Land Office. 


A letter was read from Mr. Robert Weir to the Surveyor General dated 27th 
May 1865 offering to pay $100 on his land at Metchosin and the balance on 
or before the 15th August next. 


The Council were of opinion that the proposal might be acceded to. 


The following Despatches from the Secretary of State for the Colonies were read: 

No. 19, dated 21st March 1865 stating that the steps taken to protect the 
rights of the public in reference to encroachments at the Park at Victoria, 
were justified. 

No. 14, dated 6th March 1865 confirming appointment of Mr. P. Hankin to 
be Superintendent of Police. 

No. 15, dated 6th March 1865 calling attention to faulty preparation of Act 
to authorize the Harewood Railway Company to make a Railway &c. 

No. 16 dated 7th March 1865 confirming the suspension of Mr. Richard 
Golledge from the acting appointment of Gold Commissioner. 

No. 18 dated 16th March 1865 enclosing Order in Council approving certain 
Acts of the Legislature. 


A Resolution of the Legislative Assembly dated 23rd May 1865 was read re- 
questing the Governor to take steps to prevent the cutting up and fencing of 
the Church Reserve. 

A proposed Message in reply declining to institute proceedings was read 
in the tenor of which the Council concurred. 


A Resolution of the Legislative Assembly dated 22nd May 1865 was read 
requesting the revocation of the suspension of the Land Proclamation and 
the opening to settlement of the Indian Reserves. 

His Excellency the Governor suggested that this question should be con- 
sidered and reported upon by a Board consisting of the Acting Colonial 
Secretary, the Acting Attorney General and the Acting Surveyor General in 
which course the Council concurred. 


A resolution of the Legislative Assembly dated 22nd May 1865 was read pro- 
posing that one half of one per cent should be levied on Real Estate in the 
City of Victoria to meet the liabilities of the City. 

The Council were of opinion that the Acting Attorney General should draft 
a Bill to give effect to that Resolution. 
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69. A Resolution of the Legislative Assembly dated 17th May 1865 was read 
recommending the appointment of two Magistrates at Cowichan and two at 
Comox, unpaid and from among the settlers. 

His Excellency the Governor proposed to state in reply that he was unable 
to find in those districts persons competent to hold such an office and that the 
result of appointing incompetent persons certainly would be difficulties with 
the Indians, in which proposed reply the Council concurred. 


70. A Resolution from the Legislative Assembly dated 16th May 1865 suggesting 
the imposition of an income tax of one per cent upon all incomes above £150 
per annum, was read and agreed to be referred to the Acting Attorney General 
to draft a Bill to carry out the suggestion. 


71. A letter was read from the Fire Department of Victoria dated 25th April 1865 
applying for a vote of $3000 or $4000 for the purchase of a new fire engine. 
The Council were of opinion that the reply should be to the effect that there 
are no funds at the disposal of the Government for the purpose and that His 
Excellency does not feel justified in applying to the Legislative Assembly to 
provide such a considerable sum for an object which is purely local. 


72. A Bill to amend an Act passed in 1862 intituled “An Act to amend the laws 
affecting Trades Licences” passed by the Legislative Assembly and now before 
the Legislative Council was considered, and it was agreed that it should be 
passed through the Legislative Council without delay. 


73. A letter was read from Mr. G. M. Sproat dated 18th May 1865S relating to the 
lands of Messrs. Anderson and Co. at Alberni, and agreed to be referred to 
the Acting Surveyor General. 

Adjourned, 

A. E. Kennedy 














Monday, the Sth day of June, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


74. In reference to the exploration of the Island the Council were of opinion that a 
party should be organized and sent out. 


75. A Resolution of the Legislative Assembly was read dated 2nd June 1865 
requesting that a reasonable extension of time should be allowed to bona fide 
settlers for the payment of arrears of purchase money for lands. 


76. A Resolution of the Legislative Assembly dated 2nd June 1865 was read 
reiterating a desire that Magistrates should be appointed from among the 
settlers in the Comox and Cowichan Districts. 
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The Council on a reconsideration of the matter were unable to suggest any 
persons either competent or of a status proper to fill the office. 


A Resolution of the Legislative Assembly dated 31st May 1865 was read in 
reference to the amendment of the Pilot Act. 

The Council were of opinion that the Acting Attorney General should be 
requested to draft a Bill for the purpose. 


In reference to a Bill now before the Legislative Council to amend an Act passed 
in 1862 intituled “An Act to repeal and amend the laws affecting Trade 
Licences”, it was agreed that in Legislative Council the monthly collection of 
auction duties should be supported, and that a clause should be added to the 
Bill to compel persons holding retail liquor licences to make returns and pay 
tax in respect of their dealings other than the retail sale of liquors. 


A letter was read from the Acting Attorney General dated 3rd June 1865 with 
reference to a Bill to make better provision for the custody of the estates of 
deceased persons, which had passed the Legislative Assembly and was before 
the Legislative Council, as to which it was decided that Members should be 
left to the exercise of their individual opinions in the Legislative Council. 


A letter was read from the Acting Attorney General dated 31st May 1865 
stating the law with reference to the postal service in this Colony. 

The Council recommended that the subject should be referred to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 


A letter was read from James Kelly, Michael Fitzpatrick, and John White dated 

17th May 1865 applying to be allowed to occupy 100 acres of land each on the 
De Mamuel [De Mamiel] Creek near Sooke Harbour. A correspondence was 
also read dated September and October 1864 relative to the grant of permission 
to occupy this and other pieces of land along the trail to the North Forks to 
Messrs. Nagle, Foucault and others. 

The Council were of opinion that Messrs. Nagle and Company should be 
informed that this land having been unoccupied from October 1864 till the end 
of May 1865 has been granted to J. Kelly, M. Fitzpatrick and J. White on 
condition of occupation and improvement and that if the remainder of the 
lands granted to Messrs. Nagle and Company continue unoccupied and not 
bona fide improved they will be dealt with in the same manner. 


The following Bills passed by the Legislative Assembly and now before the 
Legislative Council were considered. 

A Bill to amend the Victoria Harbour Dues Act 1862 and a Bill to impose 
landing permit dues on the importation of certain stock and carcasses. 

It was agreed that the various dues imposed by these Bills should be sup- 
ported by Members in Legislative Council. 


Adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 
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Friday, the 9th day of June, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
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86. 


87. 


88. 


89. 


Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


The Report of a Board dated 30th March 1865 pointing out defects in the tug 
built for the improvement works of Victoria Harbour was read. 


The Council were of opinion that the matter should be referred to the 
Master Carpenter of H. M. S. “Sutlej” for an estimate of the cost of making 
good the defects with a view to the reduction of the balance claimed by Mr. 
Ewing the Contractor, and that pending the decision of the matter a payment 
of $1500 dollars on account should be made to Mr. Ewing. 


The question of the Government discontinuing the works for the improvement 
of Victoria Harbour and letting out a portion of the works to contract, pro- 
posed by the Legislative Assembly was considered. 

The Council were of opinion that the tug and dredging vessels should be 
disposed of and the whole affair put an end to. 


A letter was read from the Chief Justice dated 18th May 1865 recommending 
Mr. D. Lindsay and Mr. R. H. Adamson for the appointment of Official 
Assignees in the room of Mr. W. Culverwell, absconded. 

The Council were of opinion that the gentlemen recommended should be 
appointed temporarily and subject to the opinion of the successor of the Chief 
Justice. 


A letter was read from Mr. John Buttle dated 7th June 1865 suggesting details 
of a proposed exploring expedition. 


The Council agreed to the expediency of sending out such an expedition. 


A letter was read from Mr. C. A. Bayley dated 9th June 1865 applying on 
behalf of W. Thompson and others for time to ascertain the value of a coal 
seam discovered by them at Maple Point. 

The Council were of opinion that the application might be recorded for 
three months to enable the parties to define accurately the limits of the land 
they may wish to take up if they should decide upon so doing. 


A letter was read from Messrs. Hutchinson and Co. dated 9th June 1865 in 
reference to their meat contracts with the Navy and the local Government 
pointing out the hardship they will be under by the imposition of an import 
duty on stock. 

The Council were of opinion that the matter was beyond the control of the 
Governor. 


A letter was read from the Acting Attorney General dated 3rd June 1865 enclos- 
ing a draft Bill imposing a tax of one per cent on salaries or wages. 


It was agreed that the Bill should be forwarded to the Legislative Assembly. 
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90. A letter was read from the Acting Attorney General dated 8th June 1865 
enclosing a draft Bill to amend the Victoria Pilot Act 1864. 


It was agreed that the Bill should be forwarded to the Legislative Assembly. 


91. A Resolution of the Legislative Assembly was read dated 7th June 1865 pro- 
posing that the fees for Marriage Licences should be paid into the General 
Revenue. 

The Council were of opinion that a reply should be sent to the Assembly 
stating that fees from this source are Crown Revenue, and that the subject is 
at present under the consideration of the Secretary of State. 


92. A letter was read from the Acting Attorney General dated 3rd June 1865 with 
reference to a Bill to amend the law relating to the representation of Van- 
couver Island. 


It was agreed that the Bill should be if possible rejected by the Legislative 
Council. 
93. His Excellency the Governor with the concurrence of the Council assented to 
“A Bill for obtaining a Declaration of Title” passed by the Legislature. 
Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 





Monday, the 19th day of June, 1865 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


94. A Bill to impose a Tax of one half of one per centum upon all real Estate within 

the City of Victoria and for other purposes relating thereto was considered. 

It was agreed that the Bill should be passed through the Legislative Council 
without delay. 


95. A Bill to apply the sum of $14940 out of the general revenue of the Colony of 
Vancouver Island and its Dependencies for the service of the year 1865 was 
considered. It was agreed that the Bill should be passed through the Legisla- 
tive Council without delay. 


96. A Resolution of the Legislative Assembly dated 7th June 1865 requesting that 
the Coroner may be ordered to make a Return of Inquests &c. was read. 
The following letters were also read: 
From the Attorney General dated 8th July 1864 relative to the office of 
Coroner in the Colony. 


From Dr. Dickson dated 5th September 1864 submitting for approval the 
appointment of Dr. Ash as Deputy Coroner. 
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From the Acting Attorney General dated 10th September 1864 relative to 
the office of Coroner. 
A Draft Message in reply to the Resolution of the Assembly was also read 
in which the Council concurred. 
Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 











Tuesday, the 27th day of June, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Colonial Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


97. A summons to the Acting Attorney General was read dated 26th June 1865 
requesting his attendance on a Committee of the Legislative Assembly in refer- 
ence to the office of Coroner. 

A like summons to the Colonial Treasurer was also read. 

The Council were of opinion that the gentlemen summoned should reply 
to the effect that they cannot attend without first obtaining the consent of His 
Excellency the Governor and of the Legislative Council of which they are 
Members. 


Adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 














Tuesday, the 18th day of July, 1865 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary William A. G. 
Young, The Attorney General, Thomas L. Wood Acting, The Treasurer Alex- 
ander Watson, The Surveyor General Benjamin W. Pearse Acting. 


Minutes of last meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The oath prescribed for Members of the Executive Council administered by His 
Excellency The Governor to Mr. William Alexander George Young Colonial 
Secretary. 


2. The following Despatches were read. 
No. 22 of 17 April 1865 with Enclosures upon subject of information as to 
land Sales by Hudson’s Bay Co. 
No. 24 of 26 April 1865 with Enclosures from Mr. Dallas and Mr. Murdock 
upon subject of encroachments upon Public Park, and Indenture of Agreement 
between Her Majesty’s Government and the Hudson’s Bay Co. 
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With respect to the first it was agreed that action thereupon should be 
deferred until a reply is received from the Secretary of State to further informa- 
tion upon the subject furnished by His Excellency, but that the attention of the 
Agents of Hudsons Bay Co. should be called to letter of [blank] and that 
information as to sales of lots since 1859 should be furnished. 

With respect to the second it was settled that action should be deferred for 
the reason before stated. 


3. His Excellency explained the present proceedings of exploring party upon West 
Coast; and proposed that the party should be employed for about another 
month in exploring the waters falling into Nootka sound, which was agreed to. 
Surveyor General to send one months provisions & a small portion of money. 


4. His Excellency brought before the Council the present financial condition of the 
Colony, and explained how he considered expenditure for the year might be 
curtailed: and suggested that a Board should be appointed consisting of the 
Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, The Auditor, and The Assessor to in- 
vestigate and report upon the Colonial finances. Council concurred with His 
Excellency. A letter bearing upon this subject from the Treasurer dated 17 
July read in Council. 


5. His Excellency read to the Council a Message which he had sent to the Legislative 
Assembly on the 29th June, asking for the views of the Assembly in respect to 
Harbor Improvements, and as to disposal of Engineers already engaged for a 
term and of the Tug Boat which is represented to be unfit for the purpose for 
which she was intended. To this Message no answer was received up to the 
time the House was prorogued viz. 7th July. His Excellency therefore asked 
for the opinion of the Council in the matter. The subject generally discussed, 
as also the incomplete state of the Vessel as left by the Contractor, as evinced 
by a letter dated 12 July 1865, which was read, from the Master in charge 
complaining of the Bilges being choked with chips & dirt, and by a letter dated 
5th July 1865, from the Carpenter of H. M. Ship Sutlej representing that he 
considers the Vessel unseaworthy unless works to the extent of some seven 
hundred dollars be undertaken. Agreed that Contractor should be notified to 
make good deficiencies, and the question as to disposal of Vessel deferred until 
she be so completed. 


6. His Excellency brought before The Council the matter of the constitution of the 
Mining Board at Leech River, & his proposition that they should be allowed 
to frame Rules and regulations for the guidance of the mining community 
subject to the approval of The Governor. Letter of Gold Commissioner at 
Sooke dated 1 July 1865, and an application from Mining Board, not dated, 
read. Council concurred in proposition of His Excellency. 


7. Application dated 10 July 1865 from Mr. Colquhoun late Superintendent of 
Dredger, soliciting a months pay in consideration of his summary discharge 
from employment read. His Excellency proposed that as Mr. Colquhoun was 
discharged on the 15th of the Month at 2 days notice, that he should be paid 
his Salary up to the end of the Month, which was concurred in. 
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8. A letter dated 12th July 1865 read, from the Acting Town Clerk to the Colonial 
Secretary asking for an opinion of the Attorney General upon the validity of 
the Incorporation Act of 1862: together with a Minute thereon from the 
Attorney General declining to state any opinion sought in such multifarious 
terms. Council concurred in this view, and it was agreed that a reply should 
be given to the effect that upon any definite point the Attorney General would 
be glad to afford his opinion for the benefit of the Municipal Council. 


9. Letter dated 24 June 1865 from Mr. E. G. Alston Registrar General read, asking 
for 12 months leave of absence on account of recent family bereavement. 
Council concurred in propriety of leave being granted; and it was further 
settled that the gentleman selected to perform the functions of Mr. Alston’s 
office during his absence should give Bonds himself in £500, and two Sureties 
in £250 each. 


10. His Excellency brought before the Council various vouchers purporting to be 
charges for various services performed in connection with inquests, and certified 
to by “James Dickson Coroner”. The matter was discussed and the irregularity 
of the manner in which they were presented commented upon; and it was 
settled that a letter should be addressed by the Colonial Secretary to Dr. 
Dickson calling his attention to the irregularity, & requesting that he will 
conform to the established rules of the Colony in respect of accounts: and also 
calling his attention to the depositions in cases of inquests not having been 
rendered of late. 


11. Letter dated 5 July 1865 read from Mr. Bryant asking for Salary from January 
to May for services as Port Master at Nanaimo. Application acceded to. 


12. Letter dated 22 June 1865 read from Alfred Waddington, Superintendent of 
the Board of Education relative to the School Reserves in the Colony. Decided 
that this subject should be brought forward at a future day, further information 
being sought upon it, and further information acquired in the mean time. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 





Monday, the 7th day of August, 1865 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting At- 
torney General, The Treasurer. 


The Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. Read a Report dated 4th August 1865 from Board appointed by His Excellency 
to investigate the financial condition of the Colony. Report adopted and 
opinion as to providing funds required to meet expenditure concurred in. 


2. His Excellency brought to the notice of Council the question of the Issue of 
Postage Stamps which had been prepared for the Colony. Council considered 
it very desirable that such Stamps should be issued & used as much as practi- 
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cable, and that facilities should be afforded for the purchase thereof at other 
places than at the post office. 


. Read a report dated 27 July 1865 from Mr. Hankin Supt. of Police, of his 
proceedings in communicating with the Exploring party now at Nootka Sound. 

Read a report dated 26 July 1865 from John Buttle, Commanding Exploring 
Expedition. 

Expediency of continuing further explorations considered, and Council came 
to opinion that the party should be supplied with provisions to carry them on 
to 1st October proximo. 

. Report from Treasurer dated 27 July 1865, enclosing List of Defaulters under 
Real Estate Tax Act, Council came to opinion that the List should be placed 
in hands of Assessor for collection prior to being handed over to Sheriff. 


. A letter from Mr. R. Ker, dated 20 June 1865, asking for remuneration for 
auditing Accounts of Crown Revenue. Council decided that claim could not 
be entertained. 


. His Excellency proposed to Council propriety of Insuring the Government 
Buildings and Letters were read from Messrs. Henderson & Burnaby, Messrs. 
Siffken, & Mr. J. R. Stewart proposing rates at which they would effect the 
Insurance. Council agreed that Insurance should be effected at most reason- 
able rate, which that of Messrs. Siffken appeared to be. 


. Letter read from Mr. Wootton, Harbour Master, dated 4th July 1865, asking 
for instructions in respect to levying dues upon Cattle imported from San Juan. 
Discussion thereupon, and peculiar present position of the Island of San Juan 
considered. Decided that dues should be collected, it not being apprehended 
that any question of sovereignty would thereby be affected. 


. Letter of 22 June 1865 from Mr. Waddington, Supt. of Education again read 
and considered. Decided that Mr. Waddington should be informed that the 
Govt. at the present time had no power to convey lands, and as for other school 
property, it was apprehended that such property was already vested in the 
Board under the Act. 


. Letter dated 19th July 1865 read from Mr. G. E. Dennes, asking permission to 
introduce a money Bill, for more speedy recovery of small debts. Irregularity 
and inconvenience of this form of application in such matters freely commented 
upon. Decided that Mr. Dennes should be informed that the Government 
propose introducing measures to this effect. 


10. His Excellency brought before Council the propriety of Bills to provide for the 


following measures, being prepared by the Attorney General: 
Native Evidence. 
Weights & Measures. 
Postal Service. 
Gold Mining. 
Registration of Births Deaths & Marriages. 
Intestate Estate. 
Abolition of Imprisonment for Debt. 
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Jurisdiction to Stipendiary Magistrates, small debts. 

Homestead exemption from liability. 

Coroners to legalize appointment & define duties of. 

The Council concurred with His Excellency, & decided that the Attorney 
General should be notified accordingly. 


11. Letters dated 24 July and 1 August 1865 read from Dr. Dickson, Coroner, 
relative to irregularity in presenting accounts & non transmission of Depositions. 
Ignorance pleaded in the one case, & a compliance with the Law in the other. 
Resolved that the Coroner be asked to produce the Authority under which he 
applies the English Law to this Colony. 

12. Letter from Mr. Pemberton, Stipendiary Magistrate read dated 1 August 1865, 
upon the subject of the disallowance of a newspaper to his office. Resolved 
that outstanding account be paid, but the expense to be discontinued for the 
future. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 











Saturday, the 12th day of August, 1865 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. His Excellency brought before Council the fact that on Thursday the 10th Instant 
he had met Mr. Wootton, the Harbour Master and Post Master in a public 
thoroughfare viz. Fort Street, in a state of most disgraceful drunkenness, and 
that in consequence he had placed the charge of the Departments presided 
over by Mr. Wootton in charge of the next Senior Officer of the Post Office. 
Letters read from Colonial Secretary to Mr. Wootton dated 11 August and 
Mr. Wootton’s reply of 12th August & His Excellency proposed that Mr. 
Wootton should be suspended from the emoluments of his office. 


Resolved That Mr. Wootton should be notified to appear before the Execu- 
tive Council on Monday the 14th Instant at 11 OClock to defend himself from 
the charge of drunkenness brought against him, should he so desire it. 


2. His Excellency then stated to Council with reference to collection of Arrears of 
half per cent Tax that the Assessor was too much engaged to be employed in 
Collection of Tax, and His Excellency therefore proposed that a special Col- 
lector should be employed and paid by a Bonus of 5 per Cent on sums 
collected. The Council concurred therein. 


3. His Excellency placed before Council a letter from the Acting Surveyor General 
dated 10th August forwarding copy of letter addressed to Mr. Ewing the Con- 
tractor for the “Sir James Douglas” together with his reply thereto, dated 
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respectively 8th and 9th August 1865, by which it appeared that Mr. Ewing 
would not complete the work required on “Sir James Douglas”. 

Resolved That the Govt. should at once call for Tenders & complete the 
work, and that the cost thereof should be deducted from the balance due Mr. 
Ewing, and that the Surveyor General should notify Mr. Ewing to this effect. 


4. His Excellency brought before Council the report of Mr. Buttle dated 7th August, 
communicating the discovery of gold on Bear River, and His Excellency pro- 
posed that in view of a huge number of persons being about to proceed thither 
that an Officer should be sent to accompany them with Magisterial powers, 
and powers to collect Mining Licences in which the Council concurred, and 
that each Officer should be paid a Salary not less than at the rate of Fifteen 
hundred dollars a year. 


5. His Excellency brought before Council the case of Edmund Dillon a prisoner in 
Victoria Jail, & read a letter dated 10th August 1865, from the Supt. of police, 
with a Medical Certificate, representing that he was a “Monomaniac’”, & that 
if he were liberated change of air and scene would probably restore him to 
health. Council came to the opinion that he should be permitted to leave the 
Colony. 


6. His Excellency placed before Council an Estimate of School Expenditure for the 
year ending 31 Dec. 1865, submitted to him by the Board of Education, under 
which the whole sum voted would be required. The Colonial Secretary stated 
that he had been present at an Interview the Board had with His Excellency 
and from the statements then made he believed the expenditure to be very 
necessary and was of opinion it should be sanctioned. Council concurred in 
this opinion. 

The Council then adjourned until Monday the 14th Instant at 11 A. M. 

A. E. Kennedy 


Monday, the 14th day of August, 1865 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. Mr. Wootton, Harbour Master & Post Master called in, and informed by His 
Excellency that he had been sent for with reference to the charge of drunken- 
ness brought against him. His Excellency read The Colonial Secretary’s letter 
dated 11th August and Mr. Woottons reply of the 12th August, and informed 
Mr. Wootton that he was at liberty to ask any question of His Excellency. 
Mr. Wootton stated that he had no question to ask. His Excellency then put 
the following questions to Mr. Wootton. 


At what hour did you leave the Post Office? 
At about half past 3. 
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At what hour did you take the prescription alluded to in your letter? 

At about 4 O’Clock. 

Do you know its nature? 

A narcotic to relieve pain, & apparently made of camphor & ether. 

Was it the first prescription of this character Dr. Trimble had given you? 

I think not. 

Mr. Wootton then stated that he had no recollection of seeing His Excellency, 
and had no knowledge that the person who was taking him home wished to 
take him in an opposite direction. 


By the Colonial Secretary 

Had you nothing but a glass of Sherry during the whole day? 

I do not remember taking more than one glass, which glass was an ordinary 
bar glass. 

Mr. Wootton stated that he wished to call Dr. Trimble to speak as to the 
nature of the prescription he had given him. 

Dr. Trimble called and appeared when His Excellency stated the nature of 
the charge against Mr. Wootton & asked 

What was the nature of the prescription you gave Mr. Wootton? 

It was composed of Morphine, Hyoscyamus and Camphor water. 

Would that mixture if taken at 4 O’Clock render him in a state of insensi- 
bility at 4% past 4, and unable to walk? 

I believe it would perfectly stupify him. If it does not stupify it will act as 
a stimulant. 

Would the medicine produce effects resembling drunkenness? 

In narcotic medicines, generally, if the dose is not sufficiently strong to pro- 
duce sleep, it will act on the brain as a stimulant. 

Do you think those effects would be produced in a quarter of an hour? 

I think so. A grain is a very large dose equal to 4 grains of solid opium. 

Would you think it a natural effect of the dose to render Mr. Wootton per- 
fectly unconscious from a quarter past 4 until 12 past 8? 

I believe it would. 

Would the Medicine you describe Mr. Wootton to have taken render him 
violent & inclined to resist any person leading him in the street? 

It depends upon the way it acts upon the brain. If as a stimulant it would 
make the person violent and finally he would become composed in sleep. 

Would the medicine deprive him of the powers of locomotion within 15 
minutes? 

I think it might. 

What was the disease for which you prescribed? 

Neuraljia. 


By the Attorney General 

Had you given Mr. Wootton any caution in respect of the prescription? 
No. I thought he was going home to his Bed. 

What is his general health? 

Tolerably good but he is troubled with neuraljic pains. 

What would be the effect of more stimulus on the opium? 
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Brandy would probably arouse him from the stupor: but Sherry I do not 
think would have much effect one way or the other. 

Is there any particular condition of the Stomach affecting the taking of such 
Medicine? 

If the Stomach is empty it acts much more quickly. 

Dr. Trimble then withdrew. 

Mr. Maclaren called and appeared. 


By His Excellency. 
Are you employed in Messrs. Langley’s store? 
Yes. I dispense Medicines. 
Did you see Mr. Wootton take any Medicine at your Premises on Thursday 
last the 10th Inst. 
Yes. I made up for him this prescription. 
Prescription handed in. 
R. Nont3253 


10 VIII. 65. 
[?] Sulp. eri 
Ipt. Ether Cu. Zi 
Tr. Hyosc Zi 
Aqua Camph. Zi 
M. ft haust 
Wootten ‘Jae 


At what hour did Mr. Wootton take that Medicine? 

Between 4 & 5, but I cannot be positive. 

Did he leave the premises immediately afterwards? 

Yes, within five minutes or thereabouts. 

Do you know the nature of that prescription and the effects it would be 
likely to produce? 

It is uncertain in its effects. Some men could take that dose with impunity— 
others it would affect very considerably. From the ¥% of a grain to a quarter 
is an ordinary dose for morphine. 

From your knowledge of the medicine given, would you think it an ordinary 
effect, for Mr. Wootton to be incapable of walking from your House to his 
Home? 

I think so, inasmuch as I would not give such a dose upon my own 
responsibility. 

In short, if I had found Mr. Wootton lying in the Street after taking this 
Medicine you would not have been surprised at it? 

I might be surprised at it: at the same time I would not think it impossible. 

Within what space of time would the Medicine take effect? 

Within a quarter of an hour, probably ten minutes. 

Would you expect a person under the influence of this Medicine to offer 
violent resistance to anyone taking him home? 

I cannot say. It depends upon the manner in which the Medicine would 
affect the temperament of the party. 
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Do you know whether Mr. Wootton is in the habit of taking opium? 
No. It is the first he has ever taken in our Store. 


By Attorney General 

What would be the effect of Hyoscyamus and Ether? 

The Hyoscyamus is a sedative; the Ether slightly stimulating. 

By Colonial Secretary 

Does Ether produce similar effects to Chloroform? 

It does if taken in sufficient quantity; but there is not sufficient quantity by 
itself in the prescription. 

By the Treasurer 

Did Mr. Wootton appear to be sober when he entered your shop & before 
taking the dose? 

To all appearance he was. 

The Witness then withdrew. 

Mr. Thomas, proprietor of Bee Hive Hotel called in, & His Excellency ex- 
plained to Mr. Thomas that Mr. Wootton had called upon him in reference to 
a charge of drunkenness & asked 

Did Mr. Wootton take a glass of Sherry at your House? 

He did. I saw Mr. Wootton looking pale and ill. I asked him what was 
the matter, and told him to come in and sit down. I offered him a glass of 
brandy which he refused but he took a glass of sherry. He was offered another 
but would not take but the one. 

At what O’Clock was this? 

From a quarter to % past 4. 

Can you tell me which was the shortest way home for Mr. Wootton? 

I presume either by Fort or Kane St. 

Going by Broad Street & Yates Street is a greater distance? 

Yes, 

Are there any public Houses between the Bee Hive and Mr. Wootton’s 
residence going by this latter route? 

Yes. Three, the International the Bulls Head and Bonds. 

All that you can say then is that Mr. Wootton came to your House com- 
plaining of illness and took but one glass of Sherry? 

Yes. I offered him more but he refused. 

Was Mr. Wootton able to walk when at your House? 

He was able to walk but he seemed nervous and stupid. 

Was he in a state of insensibility at that time? 

No. He was quite capable of distinguishing persons. 

The Witness then withdrew. 

Mr. Yardley, Assistant in Post Office then called in & questioned. 

By His Excellency 

Did you leave the post office with Mr. Wootton on Thursday last? 

No. 

Where did you see Mr. Wootton about 4 O’Clock or thereabouts? 

At the corner of View & Douglas Streets. 

At what Hour? 
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Near half past 4. 

What state was he in? 

I did not know what to make of him. He seemed very ill. He was sitting 
down, & was not able to walk without assistance. 

Did you then convey him home? 

I assisted him home as well as I could. 

Were you in Company with him at the Bee Hive? 

No. I did not leave the office till 12 past 4 or thereabouts. 

Do you remember meeting me on that day? 

I do, at the junction of Fort St. with Quadra Street. 

The direction you were coming from, is that the nearest way for Mr. Wootton 
to reach his home? 

It is not. Fort Street is the nearest way. 

Were you conveying Mr. Wootton home when you met me? 

I was. 

Why did you turn down Fort Street? 

I found he was getting too bad to stand up, & I wanted to rest him for a few 
minutes. 

In point of fact you turned in the opposite direction from Mr. Wootton’s 
house? 

I turned round the Corner a few yards to keep him up. 

Are you employed in the Post Office? 

I am. 

Are you connected with Mr. Wootton? 

He is my brother in law. 

By Colonial Secretary 

What did you think of Mr. Woottons state when you saw him? 

I could not understand his condition. I did not consider him drunk. He 
went willingly with me. 

Was not your object in turning down Fort Street to avoid meeting His 
Excellency? 

Certainly not. 

What was your object then in turning a few yards down Fort Street? 

To obtain support. I think we had passed the Corner. 

By His Excellency 

Did you turn down the Street exactly at the point where you met me? 

I did. 

Having turned down the Street when you passed, both you and Mr. Wootton 
turned your backs to me? 

I believe so, for our backs were towards the middle of the Street. 

When you turned down Fort St. was that your nearest way home? 

No. 

Was it in the direction of Mr. Wootton’s House? 

No. 

By Mr. Wootton 

Is not the door in Fort Street, of the Corner shop at the junction of Fort & 
Quadra Street? 
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I believe the door is in Fort Street on the South side. 
When you were trying to get me round what was your object? 
It was so as to rest you. 


By Colonial Secretary 

Did you cross from the south side to the Northside of the Street at any time 
after or before you saw His Excellency? 

Certainly not. We never left the sidewalk on the Northside. 

The Witness then withdrew. 


Mr. Sparrow called in & His Excellency informed him that he had been sent 
for by the Council in reference to a charge of drunkenness against Mr. Wootton, 
and asked 

Do you know anything of this matter? 

Nothing. 

At what hour on Thursday the 10th Instant did Mr. Wootton leave the 
office? 

After 3. I cannot place it nearer than that. 

Was Mr. Wootton quite sober then? 

He was. 

Did you see him at any later period the same day? 

I did not. 


By Colonial Secretary 

Did Mr. Wootton appear in his usual health on that day? 

He did not. He complained of being unwell and mentioned that he wished 
to see the Dr. 

By His Excellency 

Did he state that he had seen the Doctor on that day? 

No. I cannot remember that he said he had seen him, but he said he wished 
to see him, and went out during the day for that purpose as he stated. He also 
made the remark that he had not eaten anything that day, and he went out 
about 2 o’Clock for Luncheon. 

What description of illness did he complain of? 

He said his stomach was out of order. 

The Witness then withdrew. 

His Excellency then informed Mr. Wootton he was at liberty to add any 
further statement that he might desire. 

Mr. Wootton observed that he wished to say in respect to using View Street 
that no doubt he adopted that Street to escape observation feeling unwell. 

By His Excellency. 

How do you reconcile that with yr. statement that you have no recollection 
of anything that took place from the time you took the Sherry until 2 past 8? 

I have no recollection after I took the Sherry until I woke on my own Sofa 
at 4 past 8. I say “no doubt’ feeling unwell I took View Street, but I have no 
recollection of so doing. 
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Mr. Wootton then withdrew, not desiring to state anything further, and no 
Member of the Council desiring to question him further. 

The Council deliberated upon the whole case, and the following resolution 
was proposed by the Colonial Secretary and put by The Governor. 

That Mr. Wootton was incapable of taking care of himself in a public 
thoroughfare at about half past 4 o’Clock on Thursday the 10th August 
requiring the assistance of a person to carry him home; but that in the opinion 
of this Council, on the Evidence as disclosed, there is reason to believe that 
Mr. Wootton was labouring under the effects of a narcotic prescribed for him 
by a Medical man to relieve pain, and which he improperly took at a Druggists 
shop instead of at his own Residence. 


Ayes: Noes: 
The Colonial Secretary, The Governor, 
The Acting Attorney General, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Treasurer. 
and so it passed in the affirmative, His Excellency recording his dissent in the 
following minute. 

I regret being obliged to dissent from this opinion having no doubt from my 
personal observation that Mr. Wootton was drunk in the ordinary acceptance 
of the term. His manner—appearance—power of resistance to the person 
carrying him home, His endeavor to avoid meeting me on the occasion of 
alleged drunkenness, turning in the opposite direction to that leading to his 
home—all confirm me in this belief. 

The statement of Dr. Trimble if based upon sound medical grounds is 
calculated to throw doubt on the cause of Mr. Woottons incapacity to walk 
alone or stand upright. 

His Excellency then proposed that Mr. Wootton should be suspended from 
Office pending the reference of the matter to the Secretary of State. 


Ayes: Noes: 
The Colonial Secretary, 
The Acting Attorney General, 
The Treasurer, 


The Acting Surveyor General. 
and so it passed in the negative. 


2. His Excellency brought before Council the bad condition of the West Saanich 
Road, and proposed that as the financial condition of the Colony would not 
admit of the expenditure of the ten thousand Dollars in the Estimates, that two 
thousand Dollars should be expended to make the road passable, and that the 
Surveyor General should communicate with the property owners interested to 
obtain their aid so as to make the money go as far as possible: in all of which 
the Council fully concurred. 


3. The financial condition of the Fire Department and Hospital at Victoria was 
then brought to the notice of the Council, and a Memorandum dated 9th 
August from the Colonial Secretary on the subject read. Proposed that each 
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institution should be paid at once one thousand dollars from the moneys voted 
in aid, and remainder of aid when funds were available in which the Council 
agreed, 
The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 











Monday, the 21st day of August, 1865 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secty., The Acting Attorney 

General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 
Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 

1. Collection of one half of one per Cent Tax. Letter dated 21st Instant read from 
Mr. W. J. Macdonald, reporting want of success in collecting Tax: some 
parties positively refusing, others pleading inability. Resolved unanimously 
that List should be at once placed in hands of Sheriff with instructions to 
proceed to levy the same by distress or otherwise according to the terms of 
the Act. 

2. Arrears of Liquor Licences. Letters (with Lists) from Treasurer, dated respec- 
tively 25 May & 3 Augt. 1865 placed before Council. Resolved that Supt. of 
Police summon Defaulters & report the result. 

3. Selling Whiskey to Indians. His Excellency brought the subject before Council, 
and the fact of 16 persons being now confined in Jail at the public expense, 
and adverted to the state of the Law in the case. Council resolved that 
measures should be taken for the Law to be amended, to the extent of Corporal 
punishment being awarded for second offences, and to the interpretation of 
the third clause of the present Act of 1860. 

4. Calendar of Prisoners Tried at Assizes of July 1865, placed before Council, and 
letter dated 17th August from Chief Justice read. Case of Edward Allen, 
discussed, and recommendation of Chief Justice that he should be discharged, 
not being in his opinion legally convicted, concurred in. 

5. West Saanich Road. Letter dated 18th August 1865 read from Acting Surveyor 
General reporting result of his examination of work required to be done to 
make the road passable. Resolved that work should be undertaken by Surveyor 
General as proposed by him in his letter. 

6. Printing Government Gazette. Letter dated 18th Augt. 1865 read from W. L. 
Mitchell, representing the loss he is sustaining in printing Government Gazette. 
Resolved that printer should be paid actual cost of his work for remainder of 
the term. 

7. Road from Gold Stream to Shawnigan. His Excellency proposed that a reward 
of One Hundred Dollars should be offered for the discovery of a better route 
than those now existing between Gold Stream and Cowichan, to be taken by 
way of Saywards hill at Shawnigan—in which the Council concurred. 


The Council then adjourned. A. E. Kennedy 
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Tuesday, the 12th day of September, 1865 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 


General, The Treasurer. 


Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


1. Despatches from Secty. of State. His Excellency laid before the Council and 


caused to be read the following Despatches. 


No. 26 of 23 May 1865 
28 1 June _e,, 
30 9 June ,, 

Confidential 9 June ,, 

Circular 19 May a 
to Mayo 
x Sine 
ee TlOJune> 4, 


. Sale of Whiskey to Indians on West Coast. His Excellency brought to notice of 


Council a recent case, and read Letters from Supt. of Police dated 29 August, 
and 8th September. Discussion thereupon. Action deferred. 


. Case of William Quarles, a Prisoner in Victoria Gaol. Memorial from many 


persons praying for his pardon and release from Gaol. Resolved that it be 
referred to Chief Justice for remarks. 


. Stock & Carcass Act 1865. Landing a Horse without a permit. Case of Messrs. 


Reinhart & Burnaby. Letter from Harbor Master read dated 23 August 
1865 respecting this case, together with remarks thereon by Attorney General. 
Matter discussed, and resolved that the Harbor Master should be instructed 
not to take further steps in present case, but in future cases to prevent the 
landing of animals until the duty is paid. 


. Gatherings of Indian prostitutes in certain parts of the City of Victoria. Letter 


dated 25 August 1865 upon this subject from Supt. of Police read to the 
Council. Resolved that Supt. of Police should be instructed to use all means 
at his disposal to abate this nuisance and to summon the owners of disorderly 
or disreputable Houses. 


. Victoria Fire Department. Report of Chief Engineer dated 31 August 1865 for 


year ending July last read to the Council. Discussion thereupon ensued, and 
it was resolved that assistance should be given to the extent of the money voted 
by the Legislature for the current year viz. $3000. 


. Case of Dr. Dickson Coroner. Letter dated 22 August 1865 read from Dr. 


Dickson, in which he refers to the law of England as that under which he acts, 
and declines to part with Documents pertaining to his Office. Resolved that 
Dr. Dickson be informed that he derives his power from the Governor of the 
Colony, & that he is subject to that power. 


The Council then adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 
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Thursday, the 21st day of September, 1865 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting At- 
torney General, The Treasurer. 


Minutes of previous Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. His Excellency stated to the Council that he had summond the Council to con- 
sider the propriety of further proroguing the Legislature for a Month or some 
even longer period. Discussion upon the matter. Resolved that Legislature 
be further prorogued until Thursday the 2nd November proximo. 

2. His Excellency placed before Council, and caused to be read a letter from the 
Acting Attorney General dated 19th September, with enclosed correspondence, 
and forwarding Account of the Sales of Land by the Hudsons Bay Co. 

3. His Excellency again brought before Council the matter of Whiskey Selling to 
Indians. Discussion thereupon and Council resolved that instructions should 
issue to Attorney General to procure a Bill amending and enlarging existing 
Law upon this subject. 

4. Arrest and Imprisonment for Debt. His Excellency presented to Council and 
caused to be read Draft of a Bill prepared by Attorney General. Resolved 
that general principle of Bill is agreed upon, & that it should be introduced into 
the Legislature upon the first opportunity by the Attorney General. 

The Council then adjourned. 

A. E. Kennedy 














Wednesday, the 11th day of October, 1865 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting 
Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of previous Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. His Excellency laid before Council a letter dated 11th October 1865, from Mr. 
David Cameron tendering the Resignation of the office of Chief Justice of 
Vancouver’s Island. Resignation accepted. 

2. Mr. Joseph Needham was then introduced to the Council, and presented by His 
Excellency with the Letters Patent appointing him to the Office of Chief Justice 
of the Colony of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies, after which the Oath 
of Allegiance and Oath of Office were administered to him by His Excellency 
and taken in the presence of the Council. 

3. Marriage Licence Fees. Despatch from Secty. of State dated 22nd July 1865 
No. 34, read to Council, by which these Fees are to be carried to account of 
Crown Revenue. 

4, His Excellency laid before Council and caused to be read Circular Despatch 
from Secretary of State dated 26th July 1865 together with two Imperial Acts 


200 11 OCTOBER 1865 


inclosed therein entitled “An Act to remove Doubts as to the Validity of 
Colonial Laws,” and “An Act to remove Doubts respecting the validity of 
certain Marriages contracted in Her Majesty’s Possessions abroad.” 

5. Mr. Ewings claim for balance due upon his Contract for building Tug Steamer 
Sir James Douglas. Letters from Surveyor General to Mr. Ewing dated 11 
Sept. 1865, and from Mr. Ewing to Mr. Pearse dated 12 Sep. 1865, and from 
Mr. Ewing to Col. Secretary dated 10 October 1865. Matter fully and care- 
fully discussed and Memorandum dated 2nd Oct. 1865 of Colonial Secretary 
read. Resolved that a settlement be offered to Mr. Ewing upon the basis of 
Colonial Secretary’s Memorandum, which exhibits a balance in Mr. Ewings 
favor of $1526.50. 

6. Board of Education, Letter dated 29 September 1865 from Superintendent of 
Education representing want of funds in proceeding with construction of School 
House at Nanaimo, and asking for a further appropriation of $1500 to enable 
the work to be carried out. Resolved that in view of the importance of the 
undertaking that the application be complied with. 

7. Prospecting at Soke. Letter dated 19 September 1865 read from Acting Gold 
Commissioner representing the work in which a Miner named Williamson 
has been employed since May last, and asking for some pencuiary assistance 
for him. Resolved that a sum of Two Hundred Dollars be paid to Williamson 
to enable him to continue his prospecting. 

8. Allowance for Lodging & Fuel to Police Sergeant at Nanaimo. Question 
brought before Council, & resolved that fifteen dollars a month should be 
granted as compensation for Lodging & Fuel. 

The Council then adjourned. 

A. E. Kennedy 














Monday, the 23rd day of October, 1865 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. Further prorogation of Legislature. In consequence of no answer to Des- 
patches respecting Lands, Union &c. having been received. His Excellency 
proposed that the Legislature should be still further prorogued to the 16 
November proximo in which the Council agreed. 

2. Moneys voted by Legislature in aid of Royal Victoria Hospital. Letter read 
from Treasurer of the Institution asking for the payment of $2500 on account 
of this vote, the creditors of the Hospital being in great need of money. 
Council agreed that the money must of necessity be paid. 

The Council then adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 
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Tuesday, the 7th day of November, 1865 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of the last Meeting read and confirmed. 


1. Despatch from Secretary of State read dated 18th August 1865 respecting 
initiation of money votes by The Governor of a Colony. 


2. Land at Comox with indication of Coal. Letter dated 1st Novr. read from Mr. 
H. F. Heisterman making application on behalf of himself and others for 
certain land at Comox to be reserved to enable them to develope the Coal 
thereon. Subject discussed generally, and agreed that a licence should be 
granted under rules laid down in Gazette Notice of June 1864. 


3. Land at Port McNeill with indications of Coal. Letter read dated 13th October 
1865 from Mr. J. B. Zimmerman applying on behalf of himself and others 
for certain land at Port McNeill to be reserved to enable them to work certain 
Coal thereon, and referring to former applications dated 8th March 1864, 
6th May 1864, 29th October 1864. Resolved that this application should 
be dealt with in same manner as preceding. 


4. Church of England Chaplain to Gaol at Victoria. Letter dated 6 Novr. 1865 
read from Bishop of Columbia representing that the Revd. C. T. Woods 
should be formally authorized to visit the Gaol at Victoria as he is in the 
habit of performing Divine Service there but without authorization. Re- 
solved that the Revd. C. T. Woods be appointed Church of England Chaplain 
to the Gaol at Victoria without Salary. 


5. Petition from Inhabitants at Comox. This Petition read requesting appoint- 
ment of a Magistrate to preserve the peace and protect the property of Her 
Majesty’s Subjects in the District. Matter fully discussed, and Resolved that 
as there is no provision made for payment of a Magistrate, and no person 
in the District who is considered fit to be appointed an unpaid Magistrate, 
the Governor should select and appoint a fitting person as a Constable. 


6. City of Victoria Council. Letter dated 4 Novr. 1865 read forwarding resolution 
of Municipal Council requesting an Advance of One thousand Dollars to 
discharge Municipal liabilities. Letter dated 23 Oct 1865, read from Colonial 
Secretary to the Mayor, informing him that the Council were then indebted 
to the Government in the sum of $17,444.32 and that therefore the Governor 
could not make any present advances. Council resolved that an answer 
be returned to the Municipal Council, that as the circumstances had in no 
way altered, the decision given in the above mentioned letter of 23 Oct. 
1865, cannot be departed from. 


7. Claim from Mr. Ewing. Letter dated 30 Oct. 1865 read in which Mr. Ewing 
takes exception to certain disallowances in the settlement of his final account 
for building the Steamer “Sir James Douglas.” Resolved that the claim can- 
not be admitted. 
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8. Disbursements by Coroner. Various items as contained in his Accounts ren- 
dered for month of October and Arrears considered. Resolved that a fee 
of no more than 10 Dollars be allowed to coroner for any one Inquest. 
That present accounts be paid, but that in future no expenditure will be author- 
ized in excess of sums allowed by English Acts, except under special authority 
from the Governor. 


9. Direct Steam communication with San Francisco. Letter dated 2 Novr. 1865 
read from A. T. Elliot inquiring what countenance and support the Govern- 
ment will give to a three weekly communication with San Francisco. To 
be informed that the project for a three-weekly communication cannot be 
entertained by the Government. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 








Monday, the 27th day of November, 1865 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, 
The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The following Despatches were read from the Secretary of State. 

No. 44, 5 September 1865. That a portion of Crown Revenue received 
from Marriage Licence Fees may be appropriated to Charitable purposes. 

No. 47, 14 Sep. 1865. Approval of Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
of arrangements made in respect of Colonel Fosters wharf at Esquimalt. 

No. 39, 14 August 1865. Claims of Hudson’s Bay Company in respect 
of lands in Vancouver Island, and opinion of Law Offices of the Crown on 
Lowenberg’s Case. 

Memorandum dated 20 October 1865, by Mr. Young, Colonial Secretary, 
bearing upon above Despatch read. 

Governors Despatches to Secretary of State dated No. 10 of 2 Feby. 1865, 
and No. 23 of 15 April 1865, connected with the same subject also read. 

His Excellency proposed to Council that Despatch No. 39 as above read 
should be at once transmitted to Legislature, in which the Council concurred. 


The Acting Attorney General here entered and took his seat. 


His Excellency read to the Council a draft of his Address upon the occasion of 
calling together the Legislature summoned for Tuesday the 28th Instant. 
Various points discussed and settled. 


Direct Steam Communication to San Francisco. Letter dated 24 Nov 1865, read 
from Mr. A. T. Elliott referring to his Letter of the 2nd Instant, and to the 
reply sent him on the 7th Instant, and further discussing the project. Re- 
solved that he be informed that the Govt. are most desirous to encourage 
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and establish such a project, that it is at present in communication with the 
Govt. of British Columbia upon the subject, and that his Letter will receive 
due attention. 


Case of William London. Letter read from A. F. Pemberton, Chairman of Bench 
of Magistrates, dated 16 Novr. 1865, recommending that an abatement should 
be made in the amount of Licence money paid by William London in con- 
sideration of the distance of his Home from Town. Resolved that this recom- 
mendation cannot be complied with without prejudice to others similarly 
situated. 


Case of W. H. Wheeler, convicted of keeping a Gambling House. Petition from 
Sarah Ann Wheeler his wife, praying for his pardon considered. Resolved 
that there are no sufficient reasons for interfering with the ends of justice. 

Grant of Money to Victoria Hospital. Application read from A. F. Pemberton 
Treasurer, dated 17 Novr., for further funds. Resolved that One thousand 
dollars be paid. 

The Council then adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 








Wednesday, the 6th day of December, 1865 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. Marriage Licence Fees. His Excellency introduced this subject & commented 
upon the recent correspondence with the Legislative Assembly upon this sub- 
ject, and caused to be read a Despatch from the Secretary of State No. 53 
dated 25 September 1865, directing the Governor to withhold his Assent to 
any Bill making Marriage Licence Fees part of the General Revenue. Re- 
solved that a copy of this Despatch be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly. 


2. Salaries Tax Act. Despatch read from Secty. of State No. 49, of 23 September 
1865, stating that this Act will not be assented to until it is clear that it does 
not apply to Officers paid from Imperial Funds. 


3. General Average claim, ship “John Stephenson.” Letter dated 4 Dec. 1865, 
from Messrs. Henderson & Burnaby read, claiming the sum of $1207.60 on 
account of general average claim on Government Stores per “John Stephenson.” 
Decided that the sum must be paid, and should be recovered from Insurance 
Co. in London through Agents General. 


4. Estimates for the year 1866. The Estimates were then taken up discussed 
and settled. 


5. Steam Tug “Sir James Douglas”. Letter dated 1 Decr. 1865 read from “James 
Frain” asking information as to charter or sale of the “Sir James Douglas”. 
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Resolved that he be informed that the Vessel cannot be chartered, but that 
any reasonable offer for her purchase will be entertained. 


6. Accounts of Coroner. Claim of Dr. Ash of $20 for holding a partial post 
mortem examination on the body of Richard Smith, brought to the notice of 
the Council by His Excellency, and the matter discussed. Resolved that if the 
fee be in excess of the sum allowed by English Law that it should not be paid. 


7. Church Reserve. Letter dated 10th Novr. 1865 read from Mr. J. J. Cochrane 
claiming refund of the sum of $450 asserted to be wrongfully paid for taxes. 
Resolved that any sum paid twice over should be refunded, but that no action 
could be taken by the Governor in respect of the alleged acts of wrongful 
assessment. The Attorney General dissenting. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 

















Tuesday, the 12th day of December, 1865 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. His Excellency brought before Council a Message he had received from the 
Legislative Assembly asking for Copies of Despatches written by His Excel- 
lency to the Secretary of State upon the subject of the Crown Lands and 
Union Resolutions: and read to the Council a draft of the reply he proposed 
to send. The same was discussed and settled. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 








Tuesday, the 19th day of December, 1865 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of last Meeting were read & confirmed. 


1. Lock up for Saanich. Letter dated 5th Dec. 1865 read from A. C. Anderson 
J. P. Saanich seeking authority to build a Lock up. Resolved that the work 
be postponed for the present. 


2. Royal Hospital. Letter dated 15th Dec. 1865 read from A. F. Pemberton, 
Honorary Treasurer, seeking further advances on account of vote in aid. 
Resolved that no further sums be paid except by special sanction of the 
Legislature. 
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3. Supplies for year 1866. Tenders received brought before Council, considered, 
and settled. 


4. Bills relating to the undermentioned subjects were then read, discussed and 
generally agreed to in principle. 
To establish the office of Coroner. 
To provide for the reception of Native Evidence. 


5. Postal Service. Despatch dated 11 Oct. 1865, No. 57, from Secretary of State 
upon this subject read. 


6. Direct communication with San Francisco. The Governor then brought before 
Council this matter which was discussed, and decision come to that Tenders 
for the service should be at once invited. 

The Council then adjourned. 

A. E. Kennedy 








Saturday, the 30th day of December, 1865 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


Direct Steam communication to San Francisco. The Governor brought this matter 
before Council and proposed that an officer or Agent be dispatched to San 
Francisco to communicate with the Steam Ship Companies there and ascertain 
the amount required for establishing a direct Service for 6 Months. The 
matter was discussed generally by the Council and His Excellency’s proposal 
concurred in. 


Municipal Debentures of City of Victoria. Upon consideration of this subject 
it was decided that the Debentures falling due the 31 December 1865, should 
be taken up and paid under the provisions of the “Victoria City Half per Cent 
Tax Act 1865.” 

The Council then adjourned. 

A. E. Kennedy 














Monday, the 15th day of January, 1866 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, the Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of last Meeting were read and confirmed. 


1. Case of Dick an Indian lying under sentence of Death. Letter read from Chief 
Justice dated 10 Jany. 1866, enclosing his Notes, and expressing his con- 
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currence in a recommendation to Mercy made by the Jury in rendering their 
Verdict. 

Chief Justice Needham appeared before the Council & stated his views in 
respect of the capital sentence not being carried out. 

The Council considered the subject and recommended that the Sentence be 
commuted to Four years imprisonment. 


2. Draft of amended Indian Liquor Act brought before Council and generally dis- 


cussed. 


The Council then adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 














Wednesday, the 17th day of January, 1866 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 


ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


1. His Excellency brought before Council the circumstance of the Estimates for the 


current year not having been yet passed by the Legislature, and requested the 
opinion of the Council as to the Establishments of the Colony being continued 
according to the Estimates of last year. The Council were unanimously of 
opinion that this course should be pursued. 


2. His Excellency then brought before Council a Resolution of the Legislative 


Assembly dated 12 January 1866 requesting that the Departments of Govern- 
ment be directed to furnish a Finance Committee appointed by the House any 
information they may desire. The matter was discussed, and the irregularity 
of the proceeding fully commented upon, and it was decided that answer be 
returned to the effect that any verbal information required in respect of the 
Estimates would be rendered upon application to the Colonial Secretary, but 
that any other information could only be obtained through the usual & recog- 
nized channel. 


3. His Excellency then read to the Council a Resolution of the Legislative Assembly 


also dated 12th January 1866, asking for all papers connected with the recent 
action of H. M. Ship Clio at Fort Rupert. Matter discussed and it was decided 
that the Letter of Captain Turnour dated 29 Dec. 1865, which was the only 
paper in possession of His Excellency relating to the matter should not be 
produced. 


The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at Noon. 


A. E. Kennedy 
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Thursday, the 18th day of January, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 


ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 
Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. His Excellency brought before Council the circumstances of the Legislative 


NO 


Assembly having upon a recent occasion, according to the report of the News- 
papers, passed a Resolution declaratory of its right to initiate money votes, 
and of its having in pursuance of such assumed right, not only increased 
Salaries placed upon the Estimates, but actually created New Offices and voted 
Salaries for them. The subject was freely discussed and the Council were 
unanimously of opinion that the Legislative Assembly possesses no such power 
or privilege as that now so claimed and assumed, and, further, that the action 
of the Assembly in respect of such assumed privilege should be firmly resisted, 
as in the opinion of the Council nothing could be more disastrous to the progress 
and well being of this Colony than the possession by the Legislative Assembly 
of such a prerogative as that now claimed. 


. Postal Matters. His Excellency suggested to the Council that in view of the 


introduction of the Postal Bill, a copy of the Secretary of States Despatch 
No. 57, of 11 Oct. 1865, (read to Council on 19th December 1865) should 
be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly. The Council concurred. 


. Draft Bills for the protection of Estates of deceased Strangers, and for regulating 


Gold Mining were shortly discussed, & further action for present delayed. 


. Building Dredger. Claim for Mr. Trahey Contractor for a Balance due was con- 


sidered. Letter dated 11 Jany. 1866 from Acting Surveyor General reported 
that in his opinion $1032% 9 was alone due. Resolved that settlement should 
be made on this basis. 


The Council then adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 








Thursday, the lst day of February, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 


ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 
Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The Governor laid before the Council certain Resolutions of the Legislative 


Assembly combined and embodied with the Estimates which the Assembly 
had voted in Committee of Supply for the Year 1866, and which Resolutions 
and Estimates had been handed to His Excellency by the Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly. His Excellency requested the opinion of the Council 
as to whether he was justified in disbursing the sums voted in the Estimates 
before the usual Supply Bill was passed. The matter was discussed and in 
discussion the Colonial Secretary stated that the Legislative Assembly hereto- 
fore had followed the practice pursued in the Imperial Parliament and that the 
invariable custom hitherto had been for the Executive to apply the money as 
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soon as voted in Committee of Supply, the Supply Bill being generally only 
presented to the Governor for assent at the close of the Session. The Council 
came to the opinion that the Governor was fully justified in acting in accordance 
with this custom, by applying the moneys now voted without waiting for the 
formal passing of the Bill of Supply. 


2. His Excellency then proposed that as the Legislative Assembly had refused to 


vote certain Salaries placed upon the Estimates by which the undermentioned 
Officers could be paid that notice should be given them at once that their 
services would be dispensed with from that date, their Salary for the current 
Month being paid: and the question of compensation for loss of office being 
left to be dealt with hereafter. The Council concurred. 

The Private Secretary to the Governor. 

The Second Clerk Colonial Secretary’s Office. 

The Clerk in the Treasury. 

The Clerk to the Attorney General. 

The Clerk in the Land Office. 

The Superintendent of Roads. 

The Superintendent of Police. 

The Inspector of Police. 

The Stipendiary Magistrate, Sooke. 

The Stipendiary Magistrate, Nanaimo. 

The Messenger Colonial Secretary’s Office. 

It appearing however upon discussion that the Clerk in the Treasury could 
not be dispensed with without serious evil to the public service, & without inter- 
ference with the working of several existing Tax Acts it was resolved that he 
should have his duties combined with those of Clerk in the Land Office; and, it 
was further resolved for the proper conduct of the Gaol and police Depart- 
ment that it was highly desirable the services of the present Superintendent 
should be retained by combining his office with that of Inspector, and likewise 
the services of the present Inspector Mr. Welch, by creating him police Sergeant. 


The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at 11.30 a. m. 


A. E. Kennedy 








Friday, the 2nd day of February, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 


ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 
Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The Governor placed before the Council the Draft of the reply he proposed to 


send to the Messenger of the Legislative Assembly, submitting to him the 
statement of sums voted in Committee of Supply upon the Annual Estimates. 
The said Draft was duly considered and concurred in by the Council. 


The Council then adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 
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Friday, the 9th day of February, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, 
The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. Steam communication with San Francisco. Resolution dated 7th Feby. 1866, 
of the Legislative Assembly recommending acceptance of offer made by H. B. 
Co. of Steamer Labouchere read. His Excellency stated that this offer had 
been accepted accordingly being the only feasible offer made. 


2. Removal of Coroner. Resolution dated 2 Feby. 1866 of the Legislative 
Assembly read, requesting copies without delay of all documents shewing the 
cause of the removal from the Office of Coroner of Dr. Dickson. The Council 
were of opinion that special allusion having already been made to this matter 
in the Message sent to the House by His Excellency on the 2nd February last, 
that no separate reply need be sent to this Resolution. The Council also 
expressed the opinion that the terms of the Resolution were neither courteous 
nor proper. 


The Attorney General here entered. 


3. Removal of Coroner. Letter read from Dr. Dickson dated 7th Feby., protesting 
against his removal from Office. To be noted as read. 


4, Requisition from House of Assembly made on the Treasurer for Accounts. The 
following resolution was read, together with a letter from the Treasurer dated 
8 Feb. 1866, asking for instructions thereupon. 


Resolved—that the Treasurer be Ordered to transmit forthwith a statement 
showing the amount of Taxes due under “the Real Estate Tax Act 1862” on 31 Dec. 
1865. 


That the Order be sent direct to the Treasurer. 
Signed R. W. Torrens 
Clerk of the House 
The Council were of opinion that in the absence of any Address to The 
Governor for this information the Treasurer could not be authorized to supply 
it in the manner demanded. 


5. The Governor then placed before Council a Despatch from The Secretary of 
State dated the 12th day of October 1865, No. 59, relative to the action taken 
by the Assembly in respect of the repayment of the moiety of the cost of 
erection of Lighthouses, & to the repayment of sums advanced by the Gover- 
nor in aid of General Revenue out of Crown Revenue; and after a full discus- 
sion of the matter it was resolved that a copy of this Despatch should be 
transmitted to the Legislative Assembly. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
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Monday, the 19th day of February, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


1. Resolutions of Legislative Assembly dated 9 Feby. 1866, in reply to The 
Governors Message of No. 8 of [2 February] 1866 read to the Council. The 
Council considered it unnecessary that any reply should be returned to these 
Resolutions. 


2. Resolutions of Legislative Assembly dated 8 Feby. 1866, appointing a Com- 
mittee to inquire into Expenditure of 1865, read to the Council. The Council 
considered that no action need be taken thereupon at present. 


3. Resolution of Legislative Assembly dated 15 Feby. 1866 asking for Return of 
Passport fees, read to the Council. The Council were of opinion that no reply 
should be sent to this resolution. 


4, Case of Indian Dick found guilty of Murder but whose sentence was commuted 
to Imprisonment for 4 years. His Excellency again brought this mans case 
before the Council, and the Council were of opinion that under all the circum- 
stances of the case the man should be granted a free pardon. 

5. The following Despatches from the Secty. of State were then read. 

No. 65, of 3rd Nov. 1865, relative to Mr. G. H. W. Browns application for 
Lease of Mineral lands. 

No. 66, of 7 Nov. 1865, relative to Oath of Allegiance taken by Volunteer 
Corps. 

Circular, 24 Nov. 1865, Reports on extension of Leave of absence. 

Circular, 23 Nov. 1865, As to Insurance. 

Circular, 10 Nov. 1865, Paris Exhibition of 1867. 

With reference to the Despatch respecting Insurance the Council were of 
opinion that the existing practice of Insuring goods sent to the Colony should 
be continued. 

With reference to the Despatch respecting the Paris Exhibition, the Council 
considered that a Copy should be sent to the Legislative Assembly to ascertain 
whether the Legislature were prepared to make any provision for this object. 

6. Overdraft at Bank. Letter read from Treasurer dated 9 Feby. 1866, reporting 
present overdraft to be $73,000, and asking instructions as to procural of 
further funds. Matter fully discussed, and the Council were of opinion that 
existing arrangement should be continued for the present. 

7. The undermentioned Bills sent up from the Legislative Assembly were then 
considered. 

Bill respecting Barristers and Attorneys. To be thrown out. 

Bill to amend the Law of Partnership. To be left to discretion of Legislative 
Council. 
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Bill respecting descent of real property. To be thrown out. 


To amend the Franchise Act. To be left to the discretion of the Council, 
and to be considerably amended in respect of property of notification. 


Bill to extend the Representation Act. To be thrown out in second reading. 
The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 














Monday, the Sth day of March, 1866 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. Case of Mattie Rassid brought before Council. The Chief Justice appeared 
personally before the Council and stated that this man had been found guilty 
of the crime of Sodomy and had been sentenced to Death. The case was a 
gross and clear one, but it was unusual in similar cases to carry out the capital 
sentence. 


2. Case of James Brown found guilty of assault with intent to do grievous bodily 
harm. The Governor laid before the Council a Petition that had been pre- 
sented to him on behalf of James Brown, asking for a reprieve of the sentence 
of two years imprisonment passed upon him. The Chief Justice was requested 
to state his opinion in this case. He read his notes, and represented that he 
had passed the sentence only after the most anxious consideration, and he 
could not but consider it would be in the highest degree unadvisable to interfere 
with the sentence. 


The Chief Justice then withdrew. 


The Council considered this case, and were of the opinion that the Law 
should take its course, the Attorney General dissenting:—and with respect 
to the case of Rassid that the Capital sentence should not be carried out. 


3. Administration of affairs at Nanaimo. A Memorandum dated 21st Feby. 1866 
by Mr. Young the Colonial Secretary, read to the Council, detailing the existing 
state of affairs at Nanaimo in consequence of no Salaries having been voted 
for the necessary Officers:—and an opinion of the Attorney General dated the 
24 February that it was imperative to appoint an Officer to collect Harbour 
Dues, and that the cost of collection, in the absence of other provision, could 
properly be defrayed out of the Dues collected also read. The matter con- 
sidered, and the Council advised the Governor to adopt this course, none other 
being open. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
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Wednesday, the 4th day of April, 1866 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 

Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 

1. Bills sent up from Legislative Assembly. The undermentioned Bills sent up 
from the Legislative Assembly were brought before the Council and were 
considered and discussed. 

1. A Bill respecting Ferries. 

2. A Bill for securing Liens to Mechanics and others. 

3. A Bill to incorporate the Town of Nanaimo. 

The opinion of the Attorney General dated 10 March 1866, upon the first 
two Bills was read, and it was decided unanimously that they should be thrown 
out in the Legislative Council. 

The last named Bill was considered and found to be utterly impracticable 
in its provisions. Moreover it appearing that the majority of the inhabitants 
had petitioned that the Bill should not be passed into Law, it was unanimously 
resolved that the Bill should be thrown out in the Legislative Council. 


2. The undermentioned Draft Bills proposed by the Attorney General were then 
considered. 
1. A Bill to regulate the registration of Births, Deaths, & Marriages. 
2. A Bill to establish a Standard of Weights & Measures. 
Agreed that the foregoing Bills should be introduced into the Legislative 
Council and dealt with by the different official Members therein, according 
to their discretion. 


3. The manner in which the undermentioned Bills sent up from the Legislative 
Assembly should be dealt with in the Legislative Council was then considered. 


1. To repeal the Real Estate Tax Act. 

To amend the Trades Licence Act. 

To amend the Stock & Carcass Act. 

To amend the Harbour Dues Act. 

To amend the Liquor Licence Act. 

To repeal the Salaries Tax Act. 

To raise a Loan of £50,000. 

To raise a temporary Loan of $100,000. 

It appearing that “The Supply Act 1866” upon which these Bills for the 
most part appeared to be founded had not accompanied them, it was resolved 
that action upon them should be suspended for the present, pending the re- 
ceipt of “The Supply Bill.” 


The Council then adjourned. 


ey BE es et) 


A. E. Kennedy 
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Friday, the 11th day of May, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer. 


Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


1. The Governor brought before the Council “A Bill to explain and amend the 
Victoria Incorporation Act 1862” and after consideration thereof it was 
decided in respect of Clause 8 that the power to appoint a locum tenens of 
the Stipendiary Magistrate at Victoria should rest with the Crown and not 
with the Municipal Electors, and in respect of Clauses 11 & 12 that Munici- 
pal Voters should be confined to British Subjects. With respect to the whole 
Bill, with these exceptions, it was to be left to the discretion of the Legislative 
Council. 


2. A “Bill for the protection of Inventors” which had passed the Assembly was 
then considered and it was decided it should be left to the discretion of the 
Legislative Council. 


3. The subject of the employment of the Chain Gang in cleaning the Streets and 
Gutters in the City was then considered, and a Petition to the Governor from 
many Inhabitants read: and after full discussion it was decided that if the 
Mayor & Corporation would provide the funds to meet the extra outlay re- 
quired for guards &c. The Governor will place the Chain gang at the disposal 
of the Mayor for a limited period. 


The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at 11:30 a.m. 
A. E. Kennedy 








Saturday, the 12th day of May, 1866 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


1. The Governor brought before Council an Agreement made by Mr. C. W. Wal- 
lace acting on behalf of this Government with Messrs. Holladay and Hart- 
shorne and dated the 4th of May 1866, for running Steamers between San 
Francisco & Victoria. The matter was fully discussed, and it was decided 
that the Contract should be accepted whenever it was determined that the 
communication between the two places should be direct; that stipulation not 
being now expressly mentioned in the Agreement. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
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Monday, the 21st day of May, 1866 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 


ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of the last Meeting read and confirmed. 


1. The Governor placed before Council & caused to be read a Letter from the 


Chief Justice dated the 16 May 1866, together with a Report from the Chief 
Justice and Captain Price, and Mr. Townsend, Master of H. M. Ship Scout, 
upon the result of the Inquiry into the circumstances attending the loss of the 
Contract Mail Steam Ship Labouchere. The Council were of opinion that 
it was not incumbent upon the Govt. to take further steps in the matter. With 
respect to the remuneration to be given to the Naval Officers sitting as Asses- 
sors it was decided that the precedent established by the case of the Carriboo 
should be followed. 


2. An Application dated the 14th May 1866, was then read from Messrs. Drum- 


mond & Dickson, the Chief Engineer and the Treasurer of the Victoria Fire 
Department, requesting a portion of the Money set apart for the Department. 
It was resolved that no definite answer could be given until the Supply Bill 
of 1866 was passed. 


3. A proposition dated the 18th May 1866 was then read from Mr. Wm. London 


in respect of running the Steamer “Carriboo” between Victoria and Comox, 
calling at the way ports. It was resolved that the matter be referred for Re- 
port to a Board consisting of the Colonial Secretary, the Treasurer, and the 
Surveyor General. 


4. Letters dated the 10th and 17th May 1866 from Messrs. Wilson & Murray, & 


Mr. Thos. Hodges were considered, offering to supply the Prison with Bread. 
It was decided that Mr. Hodges offer, it being considered bona fide, should 
be accepted till the end of the year. 


5. The Governor then placed before Council a Letter from Mr. E. G. Alston dated 


the 17th May protesting against the reduction made in his Salary by the 
Legislative Assembly. His Excellency explained that this was only one of 
many letters upon the same subject which he had received from other Officers, 
and he now brought it before Council to enable him to introduce the subject, 
and to state that he wholly dissented from the action taken by the Assembly, 
that he had referred the whole matter to the Secretary of State, and that he 
was in expectation of an answer by the next Mail: and he doubted not that 
the Salaries now short paid to various Officers would eventually be refunded 
to them. 


The Council then adjourned. 


A. E. Kennedy 
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Saturday, the 26th day of May, 1866 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read & confirmed. 


1. The Governor brought before the Council a Message he had received from the 
Legislative Assembly dated the 21st May 1866, asking for Returns of sums 
of money borrowed from the respective Banks of the Colony, and for a Re- 
turn of the Authority under which the loans had been negociated. His Excel- 
lency then placed before the Council the draft of the Message he proposed 
to send in reply. The same was considered in detail, and concurred in. 


2. The Governor laid before the Council and caused to be read a Despatch from 
the Secretary of State, No. 74, of 30 December 1865, with its enclosures, 
upon the subject of the want of legislation in respect of the Post Office De- 
partment in the Colony. His Excellency read to the Council an Extract from 
his opening Speech to the Legislature in November last, pointing out the in- 
covenience arising from the want of Legislation on this subject: and he re- 
ferred to certain proceedings which had recently occurred in the Legislative 
Assembly in respect of Mail communication with San Francisco. His Excel- 
lency pointedly alluded to the existing state of affairs, and to the complica- 
tions likely to ensue, and requested the Council to weigh and consider the 
whole subject in anticipation of the expected Message from the Legislative 
Assembly. 


3. A claim of the Hudson’s Bay Co. for the sum of $1500 for a voyage of the 
“Labouchere” to and from San Francisco, and of $750 for a voyage to San 
Francisco in March last, was then considered. The Contract for the employ- 
ment of the Labouchere was referred to, and it was determined that the first 
claim should be paid, but that for the latter there were no grounds under the 
terms of the Contract. 


4. A Letter dated the 22 May 1866 was then read from Superintendent Hankin, 
seeking the assistance of the Attorney General, to defend him in an action 
commenced at the suit of one Isaac Turgoose. Decided that instructions 
should issue to the Attorney General accordingly. 


5. A Letter dated the 18th May 1866 was read from Captain Clarke of Steamer 
“Sir James Douglas” submitting that he should be vested with discriminating 
powers in respect of fares for passengers and freight in certain cases. De- 
cided that it would be inexpedient to make any alteration of this character in 
existing rates. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
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Thursday, the 31st day of May, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 


ney General, The Treasurer. 


The Minutes of last Meeting were read & confirmed. 


1. The Governor read to the Council a Message from the Legislative Assembly, 


dated the 30th May 1866, asking for information in respect of direct Steam 
communication with San Francisco. The Message of the 17th April 1866 
recommending the Governor to make the best arrangement possible for this 
Service was also read. Drafts of Messages in reply were read and the subject 
was very fully discussed, the Attorney General expressing the opinion that 
the Contract made by Mr. Wallace on behalf of this Government, dated the 
4th May 1866 was legally confirmed, and was binding on all parties concerned. 
It was finally decided that in view of the apparent inability of the Govern- 
ment to meet the payments falling due under the Contract, no express pro- 
vision having been made by the Legislative Assembly, the Agent at Victoria 
of the Company should be requested to attend before the Council and his 
views on the matter be ascertained. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday the 1st June at 11:30 A.M. 


A. E. Kennedy 








Friday, the Ist day of June, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer. 


The Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The Governor placed before the Council a letter dated the 31st May from the 


Manager of the Bank of British North America calling attention to the over- 
drawn account being beyond the amount authorized by the Directors, and 
intimating that he could not meet any further overdraft. The serious state of 
matters thus brought about was fully discussed, and the Council with the 
evidence before them of the published proceedings of the Legislative Assembly 
consequent upon the receipt of the Governors Message of the 26th May 
relative to the authority upon which the overdrafts had been made were forced 
to the conclusion that those proceedings had induced the Manager to thus 
stop the credit of the Government. It was resolved that a Message should at 
once be sent to the Legislative Assembly forwarding the Managers Letter, 
alluding to the foregoing considerations, and informing the Assembly that the 
Governor declined to take further responsibility without express authority of 
the Legislature. 


2. Mr. J. P. Cruch, the Agent at Victoria for the San Francisco Steam Navigation 


Company appeared before the Council in pursuance of the notice sent to him. 
The Governor explained the circumstances in which he was placed by the 
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failure of the Legislative Assembly to place the means at his disposal wherewith 
to discharge the liabilities under the Contract with the Co. of the 1st May 
1866 and asked whether he would authorize the postponement of the question 
of the acceptance of that Contract until these means were provided. Mr. Cruch 
declined to take this responsibility upon himself, but stated that he would at 
once telegraph to the Directors, and that their reply when received should be 
communicated. 


Mr. Cruch then withdrew. 


3. The question of the payment of the Monthly Salaries was then considered, and 
under the circumstances detailed in Paragraph I of this days minutes of pro- 
ceedings, it was resolved that the Treasurer should be instructed to withhold 
making any further payments unless specially authorized. 


4. A Tender dated the 25th May 1866 from Messrs. Wilson & Murray for the 
supply of Groceries to the Gaol was then considered. It appearing that the 
present supplies were obtained from the Hudsons Bay Co. at lower prices, it 
was resolved that it should be declined, and a written agreement should be 
entered into with the Hudsons Bay Co. for the supply at those prices for the 
rest of the year. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 





Friday, the 8th day of June, 1866 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. Letters were read from the Attorney General dated the 31 May 1866, and 
7 June 1866, reporting upon the undermentioned Bills respectively, and that 
he saw no objection to The Governor assenting to the same. The Council 
being of the same opinion His Excellency then formally assented in the usual 
manner to a Bill entitled “An Act to facilitate the recovery of small debts and 
other Demands” and to a Bill entitled “An Act to amend the Liquor Licence 
Act 1861.” 


2. The Governor then read to the Council a Telegram received by Mr. J. P. Cruch, 
in reply to a Message sent by him on the 1st June after his interview on that 
date with the Governor in Council. The Telegram was as follows. 


San Francisco June 7 1866, 8.40 P.M. 
To John P. Cruch 
The Mail Service will be performed according to Contract whether the subsidy 


is promptly paid or not. x x X 
B. M. Hartshorne 
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3. The Governor then read to the Council the Draft of a Message which he pro- 
posed to send to the Legislative Assembly in reply to their Resolutions of the 
17th April and 30 May relating to Steam communication with San Francisco. 
The Council concurred therein. 

4. The Governor also read to the Council the Draft of a Message which he proposed 
to send to the Legislative Assembly in reply to their Message of the 5 June 
1866 relative to the tariff Act of British Columbia. The same was considered 
and concurred in. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 








Monday, the 18th day of June, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of the last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The Governor read to the Council a series of Resolutions dated the 15th June 
1866 of the Legislative Assembly having reference to the depressed state of 
the Colony and to the causes thereof. His Excellency stated that in addition 
to the request contained in the Resolutions that the same should be transmitted 
by Telegraph, the Speaker of the Assembly had himself waited upon His 
Excellency and urged the expediency of that course. His Excellency then read 
a draft of a Message in reply in which he stated he proposed to submit the 
Resolutions to the Legislative Council & declined to forward them without the 
usual report. The Council entirely concurred in this course. 


2. The Governor then read to the Council a Resolution of the Legislative Assembly 
dated the 6th June 1866 asking for Returns of Receipt and Expenditure of 
Crown Revenue. His Excellency read a Draft of the reply which he proposed 
to send declining to furnish such Returns. The Council concurred therein. 


3. The Governor also read to the Council a Message from the Legislative Assembly 
dated 14 June asking for a Return of all Salaries paid from General and Crown 
Revenue. Decided to defer consideration of this Message. 


4. A Letter dated 11 June 1866 was read from the Registrar of the Supreme Court 
conveying the recommendation of the Chief Justice that Captain Price and 
Mr. Townsend who sat as Nautical Assessors in the inquiry into the loss of the 
Labouchere should be paid for their services. The Council considered that 
Captain Price should be paid 15 Dollars a day and Mr. Townsend seven dollars 
and a half a day for 3 days in compensation of their expenses. 


The Council then adjourned until Noon tomorrow. 
A. E. Kennedy 
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Tuesday, the 19th day of June, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The course to be adopted by the Members of the Executive Council in their 
places in the Legislative Council when considering the Resolutions of the 
Legislative Assembly dated 15th June 1866 upon the state of the Colony was 
discussed at great length, and it was decided that the matter should be left to 
open discussion in the Legislative Council. 


2. The Governor placed before the Council a Resolution dated the 18 June 1866 
from the Legislative Assembly asking for certain returns as to Revenue and 
expenditure of the Postal Department, and of the Government Steamer “Sir 
James Douglas.” Decided that the information should be supplied. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 

















Friday, the 22nd day of June, 1866 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


1. The Governor placed before the Council a Copy of the Resolutions passed by 
the Legislative Council upon the Resolutions of the Assembly dated the 15th 
June 1866, upon the state of the Colony. The Council were of opinion that 
these Resolutions together with the Assembly Resolutions should be trans- 
mitted to the Secretary of State in the regular manner: and the Council were 
further of opinion that His Excellency should draw the especial attention of 
the Secretary of State to the misstatement made by the Assembly in their 
Resolutions dated the 20 June 1866 in reply to His Excellency’s Message of 
the 18 June 1866, alleging that the Assembly were obliged to telegraph the 
Resolutions, for the reason that the Governor declined to do so unless they 
were “approved” by the Legislative Council. 


2. The Governor read to the Council a Message from the Assembly dated the 
20 June 1866, in reply to His Excellency’s Message of the 18 June 1866, 
relative to the Crown Revenues, in which Message the Assembly repeat their 
request for the Returns sought. His Excellency read a draft of his proposed 
reply together with a Despatch from the Secretary of State dated the 12 October 
1865, which it was intended should form an Enclosure to His Excellency’s 
reply. The Council concurred. 


3. The Governor then asked the opinion of the Council as to the expediency of any 
Telegram being sent to the Secretary of State in respect of the Assembly 
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Resolutions dated the 15th June 1866. The Council considered that a short 
Telegram simply stating that Governor’s Report and Resolutions could leave 
by outgoing Mail, should be sent. 


4. A Message from the Legislative Assembly dated the 19th June 1866, was then 
read, asking for Returns of Receipt and Expenditure for the current year. It 
was decided that the Treasurer should be called upon to furnish the information 
as soon as practicable. 


5. The Governor brought to the notice of the Council the fact that more than 20 
days had elapsed, between the sailing of the Contract Steam Vessels under the 
Agreement with Messrs. Holladay & Hartshorne dated the 4 May 1866. The 
Council considered that inquiry should be instituted into the matter upon 
arrival of the next Steam Vessel. 


6. Letters dated the 19th June and 21st June 1866 from the Auditor to the Colonial 
Secretary were then read enclosing Comparative Statements & Recapitulation 
of Revenue Received and Expended for the year 1865. The Council were of 
opinion that these Documents should be sent to the Assembly. 


7. A Letter dated 18 June 1866 from the Superintendent of Education was read, 
recommending certain alterations in the disposition of the Schools in Victoria 
City and District. The Council considered that no changes could be sanctioned 
at present which would involve expenditure. 


8. A Letter dated the 7th June 1866 was then read from the Surveyor General 
recommending that the line of road discovered by Mr. Patterson between 
Goldstream and Cowichan should be marked out and levels taken. The Council 
were of opinion that the necessary expenses for this purpose, viz. $120, should 
be incurred. 


9. The Governor stated to the Council that the Balance now in the Treasury 
amounted to $2500, and suggested as a means of security that it be reduced 
by $1500 being paid in to the Bank to the credit of Crown Revenue, in which 
the Council concurred. 

The Council then adjourned. 

A. E. Kennedy 


End of Min. 30 June. 








Monday, the 2nd day of July, 1866 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


1. The Governor brought to the notice of the Council the circumstance of the 
Superintendent of Police having been summoned before a Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly, and that as time would not admit of a previous refer- 
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ence to the Council, Mr. Hankin had been instructed not to comply with the 
summons, no address having been received by the Governor from the Assem- 
bly in respect of the matter. The Council quite concurred in this course. 


2. The Governor then adverted to the Message dated 1 June 1866 (Vide Par. I. 
Minutes of Council 1 June) which he had sent to the Legislative Assembly 
relative to the refusal of the Bank to make further Advances, to which no 
reply had yet been received & H. E. read the draft of a Message which he 
proposed to send to the Assembly calling attention thereto, and to the com- 
plications which must inevitably arise unless proper action be taken. The 
Council fully concurred in His Excellency’s views on this matter. 


3. The Governor read to the Council a Message from the Legislative Assembly 
dated 29 June 1866 asking for details of Expenditure for 1865. It was pro- 
posed in view of the reduced staff that the Clerk of the Assembly should be 
permitted to copy the “Abstract” Statement for that year. 


4. The Governor then read a Message from the Assembly dated 29 June asking 
for information as to sums transferred from General to Crown Revenue. It 
was agreed that a reply to this Message should be deferred for the present. 


5. The Governor then placed before Council and caused to be read a Despatch 
from the Secretary of State dated 26 April 1866, with draft of a conveyance 
of unsold land from the Hudson’s Bay Co. to the Crown: and His Excellency 
proposed that the same should be sent to a Board consisting of the Colonial 
Secretary, the Attorney General, & the Surveyor General for the carrying out 
of the object, in which the Council concurred. 


The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at 11:30 A. M. 


The Council immediately after adjournment as above, reassembled at the call of 
the Governor, the same Members present (except the Acting Surveyor Gen- 
eral) to consider a Message just received from the Legislative Assembly ask- 
ing for the attendance before a Committee of the House of Mr. Hankin the 
Supt. of Police. The Governor read a draft of proposed reply which was 
considered and agreed to. 


The Council then adjourned till tomorrow as before decided. 


A. E. Kennedy 











Tuesday, the 3rd day of July, 1866 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, 
The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The Governor placed before Council a Letter dated the 3rd July 1866, from 
Allen Francis, the United States Consul, asking for authority to fire a National 
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Salute upon the 4th July. His Excellency proposed that a courteous reply 
should be sent intimating that such a proceeding could not be authorized upon 
behalf of any Nation. The Council entirely concurred. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 














Friday, the 6th day of July, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


1. His Excellency stated to the Council that he considered that the time had now 
arrived when he could no longer withhold from again addressing the Legis- 
lative Assembly and laying before them a general statement of the financial 
affairs of the Colony and calling their attention to the serious evils that will 
inevitably result unless prompt action be taken by the Legislature: and His 
Excellency read the Draft of the Message he proposed to send. The same was 
considered and concurred in by the Council. 


2. The Governor placed before the Council a Message from the Legislative Assem- 
bly dated the 2nd July inquiring whether or not the Address of the Assembly 
to the Queen dated 20 June 1866 had been forwarded. It was considered 
that no notice should be taken of this Message at present. 


3. Adverting to Message of Legislative Assembly dated 29 June 1866 (Vide Min- 
utes of Proceedings of E. Council, Par. III, of 2 July 1866). The Governor 
read a letter he had received from the Speaker of the Assembly dated 4th 
July, in which he proposed that a Committee of the Assembly which had been 
appointed for the purpose should be permitted to examine the “Abstract” for 
1865 and if necessary to compare the same with the Vouchers. It was con- 
sidered that a decision on this matter should be postponed for the present. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 








Thursday, the 12th day of July, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, 
The Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The Governor gave his Assent to the following Bills entitled 
An Act to amend the Law of Partnership. 
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An Act to enable the Governor of Vancouver Island to borrow the sum of 
Ninety thousand Dollars upon the security of the General Revenue of the 
Colony. 

2. The Governor placed before Council and caused to be read a By Law passed 
by the Municipal Council of the City of Victoria on the 9th day of July In- 
stant, to regulate the Sanitary Condition of the said City. The same was 
considered by the Council, & it was resolved should be left to its operation. 

The Council then adjourned. 

A. E. Kennedy 











Friday, the 20th day of July, 1866 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Actg. Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


1. The Governor brought before Council the financial condition of the Colony so 
far as it is affected by the “Temporary Loan Act 1866,” and read the draft 
of a Message which he proposed to send to the Legislative Assembly in respect 
of this matter. The same was considered, and the subject generally discussed, 
and it was considered that the matter should be postponed in the hope that 
the Estimates for the current year would then be forthcoming, and the sub- 
ject could be much better treated as a whole than in part. 


2. His Excellency then adverted to the subject of the House of Assembly having 
appointed a Committee to investigate into the Police Department, and to 
Witnesses having been improperly examined by the Committee on Oath. The 
Attorney General gave his opinion that it would be necessary to prove a 
criminal intent in the unlawful administration of an Oath to justify any pro- 
ceedings being taken: and upon a general consideration of the matter, it was 
considered inexpedient to initiate any measures in regard hereto. 


3. A Report from the Colonial Secretary and Acting Surveyor General dated the 
2nd July 1866, was then read, upon the Leach River Ditch. And a letter 
dated 9 July from the Secty. of the Ditch Company was also read for a loan 
of $3000 to complete the Ditch. It was resolved that a copy of the Report 
should be sent to the Assembly with a recommendation that the advance of 
the money required should be authorized for expenditure under Government 
control: and further that the proposition of the Ditch Company should be 
referred to a Board for report consisting of the Col. Secty., the Attorney 
General, the Treasurer, and the Surveyor General. 


4. A letter dated the 17th July 1866, from Dr. Tolmie on behalf of the Hudson’s 
Bay Co., was then read, asking for payment of the sums due to the Company, 
or for a remittance to account. It was decided that an answer be returned 
that the ways and means were not at the Governors command at present. The 
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claims of the Company to the moneys above referred to were also considered 
and it was decided that only a portion was due, viz., that the $750 claimed 
for a half trip performed by the Labouchere could not be admitted, but that the 
$1000 for carrying Mails between Victoria and New Westminster for the year 
1865, was earned and should be paid when practicable. 


5. A letter dated the 13th July 1866 was then read from A. F. Pemberton, Trea- 
surer of the Victoria Hospital, asking for a payment on account of the Vote 
for the year. To be informed in reply that the Estimates for the year have 
not yet been received, and that the money is not available. 


6. The Governor then brought before the Council the subject of the Dredger now 
lying idle in Victoria Harbour. In June 1865 a Message on this subject had 
been addressed to the Assembly to which no reply was returned. The Council 
considered that the attention of the Assembly should be again called to the 
subject, and an expression of opinion sought. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 














Tuesday, the 7th day of August, 1866 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, The 
Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The Governor read a Message from the Legislative Assembly dated 3 Augt. in 
reply to his Message respecting the Dredger, Steam Tug and Punts. The 
Assembly recommend that they should not be disposed of: and it was decided 
by the Council that the punts should be placed on the mud flats above James’ 
Bay Bridge. 


2. A Message dated the 31st July was then read from the Legislative Assembly, in 
reply to the Governors recommendation, informing His Excellency that the 
sum of $4500 would be placed upon the Estimates for the Leach River Ditch. 
A Letter dated the 4 August from C. T. Millard Secty. of the Ditch Company 
was also read; and it was resolved that Tenders for the supply of lumber 
should be called for, and that the work to be undertaken should be examined 
by the Surveyor General assisted by two competent Engineers. 

3. The following Despatches from the Secretary of State were then read. 

18 Dec. 1865. Respecting use of Distillery Apparatus of Messrs. Chaplin & 
Co. 

30 Dec. 1865. Alteration in scale of postage—one rate for each half ounce. 

16 March 1866, No. 10. As to investment in certain Colonial Securities of 
Vancouver Island Sinking fund. 


4. An account for the sum of $187.35 expended by the Legislative Assembly in a 
Telegraphic Message was placed before Council, all the funds assumed to be 
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voted for the use of the House of Assembly for the year having been expended. 
It was resolved that it should be paid. 


5. Two letters dated respectively 10 July and 31 July 1866, from the Board of 
Education were then read, the first relative to discharge of Mr. Russell, School 
Teacher, and the second to the confirmation of the appointments of Mr. Wad- 
dington, and three of the School Teachers, and it was resolved that as the 
Estimates were not yet in the hands of The Governor, and the ways and means 
doubtful, it was considered inexpedient at present to make permanent appoint- 
ments, or sanction permanent arrangements. 


6. An application dated 2 August 1866 from Mr. H. T. Heisterman in respect of 
renewal of Leases of certain land at Baynes Sound was read, and upon con- 
sideration it was resolved that as the required terms had not been complied 
with, the claim had expired. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 








Tuesday, the 21st day of August, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The Governor gave his Assent to the following Bills. 
1. Entitled “An Act to amend the Law of arrest and Imprisonment for 
Debt.” 
2. Entitled “An Act to regulate the number of persons required to form a 
Coroner’s Jury in Vancouver Island and its Dependencies.” 
3. Entitled “An Act to exempt the Homestead and other property from 
forced seizure and sale in certain cases.” 


2. A Telegram dated 20 August from Acting Consul at San Francisco was read, 
requesting instructions as to renewal of Insurance of Steamer “Sir James 
Douglas”. The Council were of opinion that the very large amount of premium 
required, viz., $1500 for 6 Months was considerably in excess of the risk and 
that as no money was specifically provided by the Legislature for the purpose, 
the Insurance should not be renewed, the Treasurer dissenting. 


3. A Report dated 16th August from Messrs. Pearse, Homfray, & Tiedemann upon 
the Leach River Ditch was then read and also a letter dated 21st August from 
Mr. W. E. Stronach offering to undertake the whole work for the sum of $5250. 
The matter was considered and the Council came to the opinion that the Tender 
of Joseph Jeffreys for Lumber should be accepted, and also that Tenders for 


the Dam, Fluming and Ditch be at once called for. 
8 
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4. Tenders for repairing James Bay Bridge were then considered, and it was decided 
that the Corporation should be called upon to replace the Bridge and make it 
safe for Traffic. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 








Monday, the 27th day of August, 1866 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The Governor brought before the Council the Appropriation Bill as passed 
by the Legislative Assembly, and now before the Legislative Council, the 
Schedules to that Bill containing conditions attached to most of the votes. It 
was decided that these Schedules should not be passed by the Legislative 
Council being considered to involve an infringement of the powers of the 
Crown, & to be unconstitutional. 


2. The following Dispatch from Secty. of State was then read. Circular, 30 June 
1866. With Royal Proclamation respecting War between Austria & Prussia. 


3. A Letter was then read from the Superintendent of Police dated 21st August 
1866, representing the want of men to complete the establishment of the police 
force. The Council considered the matter and were of opinion that eligible 
and experienced Men would never be obtained untill the Police Department 
was constituted by law as a permanent establishment. 


4. His Excellency read to the Council a Despatch from the Secretary of State No. 27, 
dated 25 June 1866 relative to the payments of fines, fees, and forfeitures to 
Crown Revenue. 

The Council then adjourned. 

A. E. Kennedy 


Saturday, the Ist day of September, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The Governor explained to the Council that under the existing financial condition 
of the Country, he had directed the Superintendent of Education and all the 
School Teachers, the Clerk of the Assembly, the Clerk of the Post Master & 
Harbor Master, to be notified that their Salaries could not be guaranteed after 
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the 31st day of August Instant: and His Excellency read to the Council Mes- 
sages from the Legislative Assembly in respect of financial matters dated 28 
August 1866 (two in number) & 31 August 1866 which had in a great measure 
compelled him to take this course. The Council concurred with His Excellency 
in the propriety of this step. 


2. The Governor then read to the Council a Message from the Legislative Assembly 
dated the 28 August, rescinding the Resolutions as to Union of the Colonies 
passed on the 25 Jany. 1865. 


3. The Governor then read drafts of Proclamations to be issued under the public 
Seal and dated this day for proroguing the Legislature and dissolving the 
Legislative Assembly from the 2nd day of September Instant, in which the 
Council concurred. 


The Council then adjourned until Monday the 3rd Instant at 11:30 A.M. 


A. E. Kennedy 














Monday, the 3rd day of September, 1866 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. Tenders for constructing Dam, Tresstle work, & Ditching of Leach River Ditch 
considered. The Council were of opinion that the Dam should be given to 
Joseph Jeffrey, provided he would accept a lower sum than that named, and 
the Tender of J. Nicholson & E. Jeffrey for the remaining work should be ac- 
cepted. 


2. A letter dated 27th August 1866, from Municipal Council read declining to 
undertake the repairs of James Bay Bridge. The subject was discussed and 
decision thereupon postponed. 


3. A Circular Despatch from Secretary of State dated 6 June 1866 respecting dis- 
posal of Casual Revenues of Crown in Colonies was read. 


4. The Governor then informed the Council that in view of our present financial 
condition, he proposed to appoint a Board to investigate and to report upon 
our actual & probable liabilities and upon the ways and means of meeting the 
same. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 
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Monday, the 17th day of September, 1866 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, 
The Acting Surveyor General. 

Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 

1. The following Bills passed by the Legislative Council and Assembly were brought 
before the Council and were assented to by The Governor. 

1. “District Road Amendment Act, 1866.” 
2. “The Bills of Sale Amendment Act 1866.” 
3. “The Harbour Dues Act 1866.” 

2. The Governor placed before Council a Report dated 11 Sep. 1866, from the 
Colonial Secretary, Treasurer and Auditor, upon the probable financial state 
of the Colony on the 31 Dec. 1866. 

3. The Governor placed before Council a Despatch from Secretary of State, dated 
16 July 1866, No. 1, ackdg. receipt of certain Resolutions from the Legisla- 
tive Assembly forwarded direct by Telegraph; but that the same would not be 
considered until the Governor’s report was received. 

4. A Report dated 11 Inst. from the Surveyor General upon necessary Repairs to 
Government House was read, and the subject was considered and decision 
postponed until after arrival of next Mail. 

The Attorney General here entered. 

5. A Report dated 5th Instant was read from Surveyor General upon construction 
of road near to Sir James Douglas fence. The Council considered that the work 
should be undertaken at a cost of $129 as proposed by the Surveyor General. 

6. A draft Agreement was read for the Construction of a horse trail in the Quami- 
chan District, in consideration of payment of $150 when the Contracting party 
W. A. Robertson is called upon for the payment of 150 Acres of land which 
he is to be permitted to take up in the said District. The Council approved 
the same. 

7. The following Accounts were placed before the Council. 

T. L. Fawcett & Co. Crs. for certain works undertaken) $621,5% oo 
and performed in Supreme Court . 


Do ‘Doi ae ee es eee $101,9% oo 
Hibben & Carswell, for School Books obtained from| $327,9% oo 
England 


The Governor explained that the first two had been incurred upon the re- 
sponsibility of the Chief Justice, and after discussion the Council were of 
opinion that the amount should be paid when funds were disposable. 

The latter had been incurred by the Board of Education in applying certain 
sums sanctioned. The Council considered it also should be paid, but were 
of opinion that the Board of Education had not acted with economy in the 
matter. 


The Council then adjourned. A. E. Kennedy 
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Monday, the 24th day of September, 1866 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read & confirmed. 


1. The Governor placed before Council and caused to be read the following Des- 
patch from the Secretary of State. 

No. 2. 31 July 1866. Relative to proceedings of H. M. S. Clio at Fort 

Rupert, and intimating that any well considered measure for preventing sale 

of Spirits to Indians will receive the cordial support of the Secretary of State. 


2. A letter dated 21 Sep. 1866, was read from Bank of B. N. America, asking for 
payment of interest and reduction of overdraft. The Council were of opinion 
that the Interest should be paid when due, but that repayment on account of 
principal should be deferred for the present. 


3. The case of Mr. Neale, Mate of the Steamer “Sir James Douglas” was brought 
before Council, and an application dated 1 August from him for higher wages 
was read. The Council considered his Wages should be increased to $55 a 
month. 


4. The Governor brought before Council the question of the repairs of Government 
House postponed from the last Meeting, and the Council were of opinion that 
the requisite repairs should be undertaken forthwith, it appearing from the 
information afforded to the Council that it was absolutely necessary to adopt 
measures before the rainy season sets in to render the House watertight and 
habitable, and the Council approved of a sum not exceeding Two thousand 
five hundred Dollars being expended for the service. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 











Tuesday, the 2nd day of October, 1866 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


1. The Governor brought before Council the circumstance of no Supply Bill hav- 
ing been passed by the Legislature for 1866, and of the undermentioned 
Officers not having this year received the Salary attached to their Offices. The 
Council considered the subject and were of opinion that those Officers should 
be paid according to the rates voted in the last Supply Bill, viz. that of 1865. 

The Treasurer. 
The Surveyor General. 
The Auditor. 
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The Stipendiary Magistrate at Victoria. 

The Harbour Master & Post Master. 
and further that the Attorney General should be paid the usual fees for prose- 
cution &c. as sanctioned by the Secretary of State. 


2. The Governor brought before Council and caused to be read a letter dated the 
19 Sep. 1866, applying for remuneration out of the Fees in the Court of 
Bankruptcy. The Council were of opinion that the same should be referred 
for the joint report of the Colonial Secretary and Attorney General, when 
the Council would be in a better position to consider the question. 


The Council then adjourned. 
A. E. Kennedy 





Tuesday, the 23rd day of October, 1866 


Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Minutes of last Meeting read and confirmed. 


1. The Governor brought before the Council the case of the Volunteer Force. A 
sum of $1500 had been placed upon this years Estimates to aid in their support. 
The Legislative Assembly by their votes in Committee of Supply had granted 
$1200, but this grant had not been subsequently confirmed by the passing of 
an Act. It was however absolutely needed to enable the Corps to be maintained 
in a state of efficiency, and as he considered it a matter of vital importance to 
the Colony that this Force should be maintained in an efficient state, he 
proposed that a grant equal to $1250 should be made from the General 
Revenue to the Volunteer Force for the year 1866. The Council concurred in 
this proposal. 

2. The Governor placed before Council and caused to be read a letter dated the 22 
October 1866 which had been this day received from W. F. Tolmie, the prin- 
cipal local Agent of the Hudsons Bay Company, enclosing a Map of Section 
XVIII Victoria District, shewing the subdivisions of that Section as con- 
structed by the Hudsons Bay Company. The Map in question was produced. 
The Council considered it to be a Document emanating entirely from the Hud- 
sons Bay Company, and very necessary as a Record, but not as in anyway 
binding upon the Crown in respect of boundaries or disposition of property. 


3. The following Heads of Departments were then introduced. 
The Chief Justice. 
The Auditor. 
The Registrar General of Titles. 
The Stipendiary Magistrate, Victoria. 
The Sheriff. 
The Assessor. 
The Superintendent of Police. 
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Governor Kennedy then announced that he was about to quit the Colony, and that 
he had summoned them to witness the administration of the necessary oaths to 
Mr. Young the Colonial Secretary, and Senior Member of the Executive Coun- 
cil, upon whom the Government of the Colony would devolve. The Oath of 
Allegiance and Oath of Office were then taken by Mr. Young, administered by 
the Chief Justice. The Chief Justice and the above mentioned Officers then 
retired. 


The Council then bade His Excellency adieu, and adjourned. 


William A. G. Young 
Officer administering the Govt. 











Tuesday, the 6th day of November, 1866 


Present: The Officer Administering the Government, The Acting Colonial Secretary, 
The Acting Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 


Mr. Edwin James Nesbitt, the Acting Colonial Secretary, took the Oath prescribed 
for the Members of the Executive Council. 


The Minutes of the last meeting were then read and confirmed. 


His Honor stated that he had summoned the Members to meet to dispose of matters 
which it was not advisable should be held over. 


A Letter from Messrs. Higgins Long & Co. was read (dated 25 Sep. 66) stating 
they had signed the contract for printing Government Gazette under a mis- 
apprehension of its terms and requesting that the actual cost of the work be 
allowed which they considered would be covered by $6 for each number. 
Council agreed to allow that sum for each issue of Gazette since the date of 
letter of Messrs. Higgins Long & Co. 


A letter from Mr. Edward Stephens dated the 21 Septr. 1866 was read praying that 
his trade licence tax as a Surveyor during 1865 be remitted he not having done 
any business. Decision deferred. 


A letter was read dated 10 Octr. 1866 from the Supt. of Police in Charge of Gaol 
stating, that several of the cells in the Victoria Prison are unfit for use and 
forwarding a Medical Certificate to that effect. 

Expenditure of $256 authorized to make them available. 


A letter dated 21 Octr. 1866 from James Williamson, Joseph Baker, and others was 
read offering to excavate ditch at Leech river from the End of the first Survey 
to Kennedy Flat at 55cts per yard—also the fluming part at 64cts per yard— 
lumber delivered. 

The Council considered it advisable that a sum not exceeding $700 should 
be appropriated for the purpose. 

A letter from Treasurer was read dated 22 Oct: 1866 reporting that a sum of Money 
amounting to $183 4549 remains in his hands at the credit of Mr. W. B. Naylor 
the late Sheriff. 
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Also a joint letter from Treasurer and the Acting Sheriff dated 1st Nov. 66 
requesting instructions in reference to a sum of $39745499 left by the late 
Sheriff in the custody of Mr. Godfrey Brown. 

Letters ordered to be sent to Acting Sheriff with request that he will state if 
he knows ought of the matter— 

A letter from the Treasurer to the Acting Registrar of the Sup. Court dated 
26 Oct. 1866 was read requesting to be informed if he had collected any Fines 
of Court since 28 August last and if so how they had been disposed of to which 
it was replied that the Acting Registrar had acted under instructions from His 
Honor the Chief Justice and not paid moneys received into Treasury. 

Action deferred until Governor Seymour assumes the Government. 

A letter from the Superintendent of Education was read dated 5 Nov. 1866 for- 
warding an account of Messrs. Hibben & Carswell for $326.75 for Books 
procured by them for Board of Education. 

Under circumstances stated account authorized to be paid. 

The Council then adjourned. 

William A. G. Young 








Monday, the 19th day of November, 1866 


Present: The Officer administering the Government, The Acting Colonial Secretary, 

The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 
Minutes of last meeting read and confirmed. 

His Honor stated to the Council that he had called the Members together to give 
them Official and formal intimation that at noon today the British Columbia 
Act, 1866, would be publicly proclaimed and published at New Westminster, 
and that as thereupon this Colony of Vancouver Island would become united 
to that of British Columbia the separate Government and the power of the 
Executive in Vancouver Island would cease and determine. His Honor further 
stated that he had received a communication from the Governor of British 
Columbia enclosing a copy of the Proclamation and requesting that the same 
might be published at noon in the City of Victoria and that he in consequence 
proposed to direct the Sheriff of Vancouver Island to make formal publication 
of the same at that hour accordingly. His Honor also stated that as the Chief 
Justice was not a Member of that Council and as the Legislature was not in 
Session he had addressed a special letter to him enclosing a copy of the 
Proclamation and acquainting him that the same would be published at noon. 

His Honor further informed the Council that as time did not permit a reference 
to them he had caused a circular letter to be addressed to the Heads of 
Departments directing them to close their accounts with the Treasury before 
3 P.M. today so that as far as possible all outstanding claims might be settled. 

The Council fully concurred in these proceedings. 


The Council then adjourned. 
William A. G. Young 





JOURNALS 


OF THE 


LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 


OF THE COLONY OF 


VANCOUVER ISLAND 


3 SEPTEMBER 1863 to 1 SEPTEMBER 1866 





MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF 
VANCOUVER ISLAND 


1863-1866 

CHIEF JUSTICE AND PRESIDENT First Sitting Last Sitting 

Davai tejmetOne mates eee a ne se 3 Sept. 1863 7July 1865 

Hosepu Nec hai 25 et Be ra ee 29 Nov. 1865 1 Sept. 1866 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

David Babington Ring (Acting) ----------- 3 Sept. 1863 2Oct. 1863 

CCOr Ge Miche aly eee eee 14 Oct. 1863 8 July 1864 

Thomas Wett Wood (Acting) *. 2.2 25 Aug. 1864 _=—1 Sept. 1866 
TREASURER 

Alexander: Watson ase = tee pete Se. ates 3 Sept. 1863 1 Sept. 1866 
SURVEYOR GENERAL 

Benjamin William Pearse (Acting) __._______-_. 27 Oct. 1863 21 Mar. 1864 

Joseph Despard Pemberton... 6 Apr. 1864 8July 1864 

Benjamin William Pearse (Acting) *________. 11 Oct. 1864 1 Sept. 1866 
COLONIAL SECRETARY 

Henry, Ps Wakectord (Acting ja. 2 23 Aug. 1864 27 June 1865 

William Alexander George Young. ---__- 3 July 1865 1 Sept. 1866 
COUNCILLORS 

RodepiCke Pima ys ase es 3 Sept. 1863 30 Aug. 1866 

Aico.) OMI I Ane Cypser 3 Sept. 1863 4Sept. 1863 

UD Layatel (ahd Qh ips tie peices) Use 2p en ee oe 14 Apr. 1864 24 July 1866 

Lg Kore aie} ala afa (i See os ty Oe pe 20 Aug. 1864 = 1 Sept. 1866 





* The Colonial Office did not confirm the appointments of Wood as Attorney General 
and Pearse as Surveyor General in 1864 following the House of Assembly’s refusal to vote 
a permanent civil list. Nevertheless, in the minutes that follow the clerk does not always identify 
the positions of Attorney General and Surveyor General as acting appointments. 
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MINUTES OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF THE 
COLONY OF VANCOUVER ISLAND 


Thursday, the 3rd day of September, 1863 


The Council met this day at noon pursuant to notification by the Chief 
Justice. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Attorney General, The Treasurer, Hons. 
Roderick Finlayson, Alfred J. Langley. 


The following Instructions from His Excellency The Governor constituting the 
Executive and Legislative Council was read and ordered to be entered on the 
Minutes: 


Vancouver’s Island. 
Victoria, 15th July, 1863. 


Whereas, by a Commission under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland bearing date the 8th day of October, in the Twenty sixth 
year of Her Majesty’s Reign, addressed to James Douglas, Esquire, Companion of 
the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Governor and Commander in Chief in and 
over the Island of Vancouver and its Dependencies, Her Majesty hath declared her 
pleasure to be that there shall henceforth be established within the said Island two 
distinct and separate Councils to be respectively called the Executive Council and 
Legislative Council of the said Island, to consist of such and so many Members as 
shall from time to time for that purpose be nominated and appointed by Her Majesty 
under Her Sign Manual and Signet or as shall be provisionally appointed by The 
Governor as aforesaid until Her Majesty’s pleasure therein shall be known in con- 
formity with any instructions which the said Governor may from time to time receive 
from Her Majesty under the Royal Sign Manual and signet. 


And whereas, by Her Majesty’s Instruction under Her Royal Sign Manual and 
Signet dated the 8th day of October, 1862, the following Officers are appointed and 
nominated to be, during Her Majesty’s pleasure, Members of the Executive Council 
of the said Island, that is to say; The Colonial Secretary for the said Island, The 
Attorney General for the said Island, The Treasurer for the said Island, The Sur- 
veyor General for the said Island, or the persons for the time being lawfully dis- 
charging the functions of such Colonial Secretary, Attorney General, Treasurer and 
Surveyor General. 

And whereas, by the Instructions aforesaid the following officers are nominated 
and appointed to be during Her Majesty’s pleasure, Members of the Legislative 
Council of the said Island, that is to say; The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary 
for the said Island, The Attorney General for the said Island, The Treasurer for the 
said Island, The Surveyor General for the said Island, or the persons for the time 
being lawfully discharging the functions of Chief Justice, Colonial Secretary, 
Attorney General, Treasurer and Surveyor General together with such other persons 
being residents within the said Island as are now Members of the Council constituted 
by Her Majesty’s Commission addressed to the aforesaid James Douglas, bearing 
date the 16th day of May a.p. 1851 or as may hereafter be appointed by Her Majesty 
by any instrument under Her Royal Sign Manual and Signet, or as may be pro- 
visionally appointed by the Governor aforesaid, until Her Majesty’s pleasure therein 
shall be known. 

Provided that every such officer or person who shall be elected to be a Member 
of the General Assembly of the said Island shall upon taking his seat therein cease 
to be a Member of the said Legislative Council; but every such person having an 
official seat in the said Council shall again become a Member of the said Council on 
ceasing to be a Member of the General Assembly; and provided also, that the 
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number of unofficial Members of the said Council shall not by any such provisional 
appointment as aforesaid be raised above the number of four. 


Now these are to notify and declare, that in conformity with and under the 
authorities before recited the undermentioned officers and persons have been ap- 
pointed and constituted to be Members of the Executive Council of Vancouver’s 
Island: William Alexander George Young—Acting Colonial Secretary, George 
Hunter Cary—Attorney General, Alexander Watson—Treasurer, Joseph Despard 
Pemberton—Surveyor General. 


And that the following officers and persons have been appointed and constituted 
under the provisions aforesaid to be Members of the Legislative Council of Van- 
couver’s Island: David Cameron—Chief Justice, Alexander Watson—Treasurer, 
Joseph Despard Pemberton—Surveyor General, Roderick Finlayson, Donald Fraser, 
Alfred James [John] Langley. 


By His Excellency’s Command. 


(signed) William A. G. Young 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Victoria. 15th July 1863 


In reference to the foregoing Minute, His Excellency the Governor has, in the 
absence from the Colony on leave of the Attorney General provisionally appointed 
David Babington Ring, Acting Attorney General, to be ex officio a Member of the 
Executive and Legislative Councils of Vancouver’s Island. 


By His Excellency’s Command. 


(sd.) William A. G. Young 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


David Cameron, Esquire, David Babington Ring, Esquire, Alexander Watson, 
Esquire, Roderick Finlayson Esquire, and Alfred James Langley Esquire 
having taken the oaths of allegiance the Members of Council then accompanied 
His Excellency to the House of Assembly for the purpose of opening Parlia- 
ment. 


His Excellency delivered the following Speech. 


Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council and Gentlemen of the Legislative 
Assembly: 


In opening the Third General Assembly of Vancouver Island I have great 
pleasure in observing that among the events of national importance which have 
marked the period since the last meeting of Parliament none have excited a more 
general degree of Public interest than the marriage of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales; that event has called forth expressions of the warmest sympathy and 
attachment from every part of the Empire and I regret that you have not had an 
opportunity since that auspicious occasion, so intimately connected with the happi- 
ness of our Sovereign and Her Family of manifesting in your public character the 
loyalty and devotion of this Colony. 

I shall soon lay before you a copy of a Communication which I lately received 
from Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies containing pro- 
posals on the part of the Atlantic and Pacific Transit and Telegraph Companies for 
establishing Telegraphic and Postal Communications between British Columbia and 
the head of Lake Superior, and also of the answer returned by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to these proposals. By this contemplated arrangement it is proposed that 
Canada Vancouver Island and British Columbia shall guarantee to the Company a 
profit on capital expended at the rate of not less than Four per cent nor more than 
Five per cent per annum it being however provided that the total annual payment 
to be made by Vancouver Island and British Columbia shall in no case exceed the 
sum of £12,500 to be borne if necessary by the respective Colonies as may be 
agreed upon. 
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I have to recommend this project to your favourable consideration as the 
conditions are not unreasonable considering the magnitude of the undertaking and 
the advantages which this Colony will reap from the faithful execution of the enter- 
prise. Before concluding any arrangement on the terms proposed it should however 
be stipulated as an express condition of the guarantee that the Telegraph and 
Postal communication shall be extended to Vancouver Island. 


I will also cause to be laid before you a Despatch! containing the decision 
of Her Majesty’s Government with reference to the form of Government which is 
to be adopted in the Colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver Island, a measure 
which will be carried into effect and the Colonies be placed under different Gover- 
nor’s so soon as the proper financial arrangements are made for the permanent 
support of the Government. 


Her Majesty’s Government are of opinion that a permanent Act of the Legisla- 
ture should be passed securing to the principal Officers of the Government salaries 
at the rates suggested in the aforesaid Despatch and also that the initiation of all 
money votes should be secured to the Government. When this is done Her Majesty’s 
Government will be prepared to hold the Crown Revenue of Vancouver Island at 
the disposal of the Legislature of the Colony retaining only such temporary power 
over the land as will enable Her Majesty’s Government to close its transactions with 
the Hudson Bay Company. When this is effected Her Majesty’s Government will be 
ready to transfer the management of the Revenue to the Colonial Legislature. 


In concluding this subject I desire to call the attention of the Legislature to the 
opinion so impressively given in this Despatch by the able Statesman at the head 
of the Colonial Department in favour of a union of the Colonies under one Govern- 
ment—an opinion which comes with the weight of a wide experience in the workings 
of Colonial Institutions and which will I trust exercise a due influence on your 
deliberations. 


I have great satisfaction in stating that the Native Indian Tribes continue to 
evince a friendly disposition and that nothing has occurred to disturb the peace of 
the outlying Settlements which will be protected as heretofore by the occasional 
visits of Her Majesty’s Ships. 

I have to congratulate you, Gentlemen, on the state of the public revenue for the 
half year ending with the 30th day of June last. You will observe by the Return 
which will be laid before you a remarkable increase for that period representing a 
sum more than equal to the whole amount of Revenue collected for the correspond- 
ing period of 1862. 

The half yearly reports from the Treasurer and Harbour Master which I have 
had prepared for your information will exhibit that and other important facts con- 
nected with the trade and financial condition of the Colony. 


Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly 


I will cause to be prepared and in due time submitted to you the Estimates for 
the year 1864 and in the meantime I have to call your attention to the importance 
of continuing the improvements of the public roads as recommended by the Road 
Commissioners and of providing for the exploration of certain Districts where 
valuable minerals are believed to exist. 

Assistance will be asked for carrying these objects into effect and also for estab- 
lishing elementary schools in Country Districts where the Settlers have at present 
no means of educating their children. This latter object will not involve a present 
outlay of more than a few hundred pounds to aid in the erection of Schoolhouses 
and of suitable residences for the Teachers. The salaries of the Teachers may be 
provided for as required in the annual Estimates. 


Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council and Gentlemen of the Legislative 
Assembly: 


A Bill for restraining the issue of Writs of Capias in the case of actions 
accruing in a Foreign jurisdiction unless the defendant has been resident in the 
Colony for a term of 30 days and also a Bill to alter and amend the Act for incorpo- 


1 Newcastle to Douglas, June 15, 1863, British Columbia, Governor, Despatches from 
London, PABC. 
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rating the Town of Victoria and a Bill to legalize the collection of small debts and 
to reduce the costs and modify the present procedure will with measures be intro- 
duced and submitted in the course of the Session for your consideration. 

It being desirable that the fire Department of Victoria should be placed under 
the control of the Mayor and Corporation and that the Members of this Institution 
for their valuable and efficient Services should be exempted from doing duty on 
Juries measures having these objects in view will be submitted to you. 

In the settlement of all these matters for the prosperity and happiness of the 
Colony much must depend upon your wisdom and foresight and in conclusion I can 
but express the fervent hope that the blessing of the Almighty may rest upon your 
labours. 


Mr. Ring gave notice that on Monday the 7th Instant he would move that an 
Address be presented to His Excellency in answer to the Speech. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday the 4th Instant at one O’clock. 





Friday, the 4th day of September, 1863 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General—(Acting), The Treasurer, 
Hon. Alfred J. Langley. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Chief Justice moved that a Committee on Standing Orders be appointed of 
the following Members—The Acting Attorney General, The Treasurer, Alfred 
J. Langley, which was agreed to. 


The Council then adjourned until Monday the 7th Instant at 8 O’clock. 











Monday, the 7th day of September, 1863 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Acting Attorney General moved the following Address in reply to His Excel- 
lency’s Speech at the opening of Parliament which was agreed to and ordered 
to be placed on the Minutes. 


May it please Your Excellency— 


We, the Legislative Council of the Colony of Vancouver Island have with much 
pleasure heard Your Excellency’s Speech upon the opening of Parliament. 


We most cordially join in Your Excellency’s sentiments of Loyalty and attach- 
ment to our Sovereign and Her Family and also in your feelings towards His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales upon his recent auspicious marriage. 


It gives us great pleasure to receive Your Excellency’s assurances of the friendly 
disposition of the Native Indian Tribes and of the increased financial prosperity of 
the Colony—and we beg to assure Your Excellency that we shall give our best con- 
sideration to the various important topics, and the measures of Legislation for this 
Colony to which Your Excellency has done us the honor to direct our attention. 


The Council then adjourned until Wednesday the 9th Instant at 2 O’clock. 
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Wednesday, the 9th day of September, 1863 


A quorum of Members not being present there was no meeting. 








Wednesday, the 15th [16th] day of September, 1863 


The Council met this day at one O’clock P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Attorney General, Alexander Watson. 

The Council having waited upon His Excellency and delivered the Address in reply 
to His Excellency’s Speech. 

Adjourned until Friday the 18th Instant. 








Wednesday, the 30th day of September, 1863 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Attorney General, and The Treasurer. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed the Council agreed 
to present an Address of congratulation to His Royal Highness The Prince of 
Wales on the event of His marriage—and the following Members were nomi- 
nated as a Committee to draft an Address accordingly—The Attorney General, 
The Treasurer, and Donald Fraser. 


A Communication was received from The Chief Justice transmitting a copy of the 
General Order in Bankruptcy dated the 10th day of July last. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday the 2nd Instant [proximo] at two O'clock. 











Friday, the 2nd day of October, 1863 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Attorney General, The Treasurer. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed the Council 
adjourned until Tuesday next the 6th instant at Two O’clock. 








Wednesday, the 14th day of October, 1863 


The Council met this day pursuant to a notice by the President. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer. 
The Attorney General having taken the Oath of Allegiance. 
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The Committee appointed to draft an Address to His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales reported an Address as follows; 


To His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales &c. &c. &c. 


We the Legislative Council of Vancouver Island in Parliament assembled desire 
to approach Your Royal Highness on the occasion of the marriage of Your Royal 
Highness with Her Royal Highness The Princess Alexandra of Denmark to mingle 
our Congratulations with those of Her Majesty’s loving subjects throughout the 
Empire and our Humble prayers that this felicitous union may be accompanied by 
the blessings of the Almighty. 


which was agreed to and ordered to be transmitted to the Governor with a 
request that it shall be sent to the Secretary of State. 


The Council thereupon adjourned until Friday the 16th Instant at 2 O’clock. 














Wednesday, the 20th [21st] day of October, 1863 


The Council met this day at two O’clock pursuant to a notice by the President. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, and The Treasurer. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 


A Communication was received from the Clerk of the House of Assembly trans- 
mitting an “Act to provide for the Election of a Mayor and Councillors for 
the City of Victoria at the expiration of the period for which the present 
Mayor and Councillors are elected” which was read a first time, and the 
Standing orders having been suspended the Bill was read a Second time and 
referred to Committee. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday next at 2 O’clock. 











Tuesday, the 27th day of October, 1863 


The Council met this day at two O’clock pursuant to a Notice by the President. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Treasurer, and The Acting Surveyor General. 
The Minutes of the meeting of 20th October having been read and agreed to. 
B. W. Pearse, Esquire, was thereupon sworn and took his seat as the Acting Surveyor 
General. 


“An Act to provide for the election of a Mayor and Councillors for the City of 
Victoria at the expiration of the period for which the present Mayor and 
Councillors are elected” was amended in Committee as follows— 

Section First—The word “ninth” was struck out and the word “Sixth” was 
inserted in lieu thereof. 

The Bill was then read a third time and passed. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday the 30th at two O’clock. 
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Tuesday, the 17th day of November, 1863 


The Council met this day at two O’clock pursuant to a Notice by The 
President. 


Present: The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A Communication was received from the Speaker of the House of Assembly dated 
the 28th October enclosed in a despatch from the Colonial Secretary dated 
the 7th November asking that the House of Assembly may be informed when 
B. W. Pearse, Esquire, Acting Surveyor General was sworn in as a Member 
of the Legislative Council—stating the day, hour and minute and by whom 
he was sworn in. 

Whereupon it was agreed that the Communication be laid on the table for 
the purpose of searching for precedents. 


A Communication was received from The Treasurer calling for a detailed estimate 
of the probable expenditure of the Legislative Council for the year 1864 and 
the Clerk was instructed to transmit the following Estimate— 


Salaty.00 Clerk fs 2. $500. 
Office contingencies _—S—- 100. 
OLA Ree mee mee ea $600 


A Bill entitled “An Act respecting Barristers and Attornies at Law” was received 
from the House of Assembly and read a first time. 


A Bill entituled An Act to repeal the “Vancouver Island Stamp Act 1862” was 
ordered to be laid on the table. 


The Clerk was instructed to prepare a copy of the Act respecting Barristers and 
Attornies. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday at three O’clock. 








Monday, the 30th day of November, 1863 


The Council met this day, pursuant to a Notice by the President, at half past 
two O’clock. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, and The Acting 


Surveyor General. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and agreed to. 
A Bill entituled ‘““An Act to restrain the issue in certain cases of ‘Writs of Capias ad 


respondendum’ and ‘in exeat regno’. 


A Bill entituled ‘““An Act to enable the Districts of Cowichan, Comox and Alberni 
to elect Members to the House of Assembly” and A Bill entitled “An Act to 
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establish Pilots for the Port of Victoria” were received from the House of 
Assembly and read a first time. 


A Bill entitled “An Act respecting Barristers and Attorneys at Law” was read a 
Second time. 


The Clerk was instructed to acknowledge the receipt of a Despatch from the Colonial 
Secretary dated 7th November 1863 transmitting copy of a Communication 
from the Honble. the Speaker of the House of Assembly dated the 28th October, 
1863, and to acquaint the Honble. the Colonial Secretary, for the information 
of His Excellency The Governor that the said Communication has been laid 
on the Table for the purpose of searching for precedents. 


The Acting Surveyor General gave notice that at the next meeting he should intro- 
duce A Bill to amend the “Road Act, 1860,” and A Bill to amend the Act for 
the protection of Wooden Bridges. 


The Council thereupon adjourned until Thursday the 3rd Instant at Three O’clock. 








Thursday, the 10th day of December, 1863 





The Council met this day pursuant to a notice by The President. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Acting Surveyor General. 
The Council went into Committee on “A Bill respecting Barristers and Attornies” 
and reported progress. 


It was proposed that the Bill to restrain the issue in certain cases of Writs of 
“Capias ad respondendum” and “in exeat regno” be read a 2nd time; to which 
it was proposed and passed that the Bill be read this day six months. 


Amendment carried. 
A Bill entitled “An Act to enable the Districts of Cowichan, Comox and Alberni 
to elect Members to the House of Assembly”—was read a 2nd time. 
The Pilot Bill was read a 2nd time. 
A Bill to amend An Act for the protection of the Wooden Bridges of the Colony of 
Vancouver Island and its Dependencies was read a first time. 


A Bill to amend an Act to repeal and amend the laws affecting the repairs improve- 
ment and regulation of roads in Vancouver Island and its Dependencies was 
read a first time. 

A Bill entitled An Act to alter and amend the Fireman’s protection Act 1861 was 
read a first time. 


A Bill entitled An Act to amend An Act to provide for the administration of Oaths 
in the House of Assembly—was read a first time. 


The Council then adjourned until Wednesday the 16th December at 2.30 P.M. 
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Wednesday, the 16th day of December, 1863 





The Council met this day at 2.30 pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General, Honble. R. Finlayson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and agreed to. 


A Communication was received from Mr. Hanson Secretary of the Fire Department, 
was read and ordered to be laid on the table for further consideration. 


A Bill entitled An Act to enable the Districts of Cowichan Comox and Alberni to 
elect Members to the House of Assembly was read a third time and passed. 


A Bill entitled “An Act to amend An Act entitled An Act for the protection of the 
Wooden Bridges in Vancouver Island and its Dependencies” was read a 2nd 
time. 


The Council then adjourned until Thursday the 17th Instant at 2 O’clock. 











Thursday, the 17th day of December, 1863 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General, The Hon. R. Finlayson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and agreed to. 


A Bill entitled “An Act to amend an Act entitled An Act for the protection of the 
Wooden Bridges in Vancouver Island and its Dependencies” was read a third 
time and passed. 


A Bill entitled “An Act to amend the Bill of Sale Act, 1861” was read a first time. 
The Council then adjourned until Tuesday the 22nd Instant at 2 O'clock. 











Tuesday, the 22nd day of December, 1863 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: The Attorney General, The Treasurer, and The Acting Surveyor General. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Standing orders were suspended and a “Bill to provide an Indemnity for the 
Mayor and Councillors of the City of Victoria” was read a First, Second and 
Third time and passed. 


The Council thereupon adjourned until the 3rd January at 2 O’clock. 
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Tuesday, the 11th [12th] day of January, 1864 





The Council met this day at Two O’clock pursuant to a notice by the 
President. 


Present: The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General—and 
The Honble. R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and agreed to. 
A Bill entitled “An Act for the relief of John Copland” was read a first time. 


A Bill entitled “An Act to incorporate the Chamber of Commerce of Victoria 
Vancouver Island” was read a first time. 


A Bill entitled “The Victoria Pilot Act, 1863” was amended in Committee as 
follows— 

Clause 2. “A” be substituted for “any” before the words “Justice of the 
Peace. 

Clause 9. Amendment proposed in lieu of the words “Between Victoria 
and the Race Rocks” the words following “Between Victoria and the entrance 
of Sooke Harbour”. Amendment carried. 

Clause 12. Amendment proposed and carried by striking out the words “in 
either of which cases” and inserting the words “in which case.” 

Clause 13. After the word “food” amend the clause by adding the words 
“during such detention.” 

Clause 14. Amendment proposed and carried after the words “hail her” 
insert “whilst sailing east of a line drawn due South from the entrance of Sooke 
Harbour to the mainland of Washington Territory and west of a line drawn 
due South from Trial Island to the said mainland”—in lieu of the words 
“within a straight line drawn from William Head to Trial Island.” 

Clause 15. Amendment proposed and carried that the words “or the 
Master shall afterwards take another pilot the licensed pilot who first offered” 
be omitted and in lieu thereof the words “and there appear no reasonable 
cause for the master so declining to accept such services the licensed pilot so 
first hailing shall be paid half pilotage whilst sailing east of a line drawn due 
south from the Entrance of Sooke Harbour to the mainland of Washington 
Territory and west of a line drawn due South between Trial Island and the said 
mainland.” 


The Council then adjourned until Thursday the 13th [14th] Instant at 2.30. 





Wednesday, the 20th day of January, 1864 


The Council met this day at half past two O’clock pursuant to a notice by 
the President. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General, & The 
Honble. R. Finlayson. 
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The Minutes of last Meeting having been read and agreed to, the Council, in Com- 
mittee, resumed the amendment of the Pilot Bill, The Attorney General in 
the Chair. 


Clause 17. Strike out the word “‘twelve” and insert “‘six” hours. 


» 19. Strike out the words “and all vessels coming from’ and insert 
“or” in their place. Strike out the words “carrying regular mails.” 


Clause 20. Struck out. 
,» 21. Chairman’s notes don’t state where Amendt. comes in.? 


Whereupon the Committee rose and reported progress & asked leave to sit again 
and the Council adjourned until Friday the 22nd Instant at 2.30 O’clock. 


2 This phrase was added later in pencil. 








Friday, the 22nd day of January, 1864 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, Hons. R. Finlay- 
son, A. J. Langley. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


The Honble. R. Finlayson presented a Petition referring to A Bill entitled “An Act 
respecting Barristers and Attornies at Law.” 
The Council thereupon resumed the consideration of the Pilot Bill in Committee. 
Clause 22. To stand for further consideration. 


,, 23. Amendment to strike out the words from “constituted” to the 
end and amend the clause by adding the words “paid to the Treasurer by the 
person receiving the same to the use of Her Majesty her heirs and successors.” 


Clause 24. Strike out the words “all the navigable” to the word “provided” 
and insert the words the Harbour of Victoria and Esquimalt. 


Clause 25. Struck out. 
26 Carried, 


Moved by The Hon. A. J. Langley that the Committee do now report 
progress and ask leave to sit again. 


Progress reported and leave granted. 


The Council then adjourned sine die. 
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Tuesday, the 26th day of January, 1864 


The Council met this day pursuant to a notice by the President. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, Hon. R. Fin- 
layson. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to the Council 
resumed the consideration of the Pilot Bill in Committee. 
The Chief Justice moved that the Committee do now report progress and 
ask leave to sit again. 
Progress reported and leave granted. 
The Clerk was instructed to engross the Pilot Bill by the next Meeting. 


The Council thereupon adjourned till Friday the 29th Instant. 


Friday, the 29th day of January, 1864 





The Council met this day at half past two O’clock pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Acting Sur- 
veyor General, and The Honble. R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Council resumed the consideration of the Pilot Bill in Committee. 
The Chief Justice proposed that the Committee report the Bill as amended 
—which was agreed to. 
The Pilot Bill was then read a 3rd time and passed. 
A Bill entitled a “Bill for the relief of John Copland” was brought up for a second 
reading. 
Mr. Finlayson moved that the Bill be read a 2nd time. 
The Attorney General moved that the Bill be read this day six months. 2nded 
by the Acting Surveyor General. 
The Amendment was then put and carried the Chief Justice and Mr. 
Finlayson dissenting. 


The Council then adjourned sine die. 














Wednesday, the 17th day of February, 1864 


The Council met this day at Two O’clock pursuant to a Notice by The 
President. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, & Acting 
Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of last Meeting having been read and agreed to. 
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A Bill entitled ““An Act to prevent the unauthorized issue of Bank Notes and paper 
currency” was read a first time. 


A Bill entitled “An Act to alter and amend the Fireman’s protection Act 1861” 
was read a 2nd time. 


A Bill entitled “An Act to amend An Act to provide for the administration of Oaths 
in the House of Assembly” was brought up for a 2nd reading. 
Proposed by the Acting Surveyor General—Seconded by the Treasurer and 
carried—that the Bill be read this day six months. 


A Bill entitled “An Act to amend the Bills of Sale Act 1861” was brought up for a 
Second reading and was ordered to be read this day six months—nem. con. 


An Act to repeal and amend the laws affecting the repair, improvement, and regu- 
lation of Roads in Vancouver Island and its Dependencies” was read a 2nd 
time. 


The Chief Justice gave notice that at the next meeting he should introduce An Act 
to amend the “Land Registry Act 1860,” and “An Act to provide for a declara- 
tion of title.” 


The Council then adjourned until Wednesday the 24th of February at 2 O’clock. 














Wednesday, the 24th day of February, 1864 


The Council met this day at two O’clock pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, and The Acting 
Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


A Communication was received from the House of Assembly transmitting the 
“Pilot Bill” with Amendments. The Council in Committee of the whole 
considered the amendments and it was resolved— 

That the Council adheres to the Amendment by way of erasure of section 
Twenty: is willing to re-introduce section Seventeen with certain amendments. 

1. Before the words “a master requiring” add the word “If”. 

2. Strike out the word “requiring” and insert the word “require.” 

3. Between the words “a” and “Pilot” add the word “licensed.” 

4. In the 3rd line of said clause between the words Victoria and shall insert 
the word “he.” 

And on these terms, the Council accedes to the amendments suggested by 
the House of Assembly. 


The Clerk was directed to intimate the aforesaid resolutions to the Speaker of the 
House of Assembly, and also, should the House of Assembly desire a con- 
ference with the Council with respect to the Pilot Bill and will name a day for 
holding the same, the Council will make arrangements to receive them. 

The “Bank Note Bill 1864” was read a second time and referred to Committee. 


Whereupon the Council adjourned sine die. 
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Wednesday, the 9th day of March, 1864 


The Council met this day pursuant to a notice by The President. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Treasurer, Hon. R. Finlayson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and agreed to. 


A Communication from the Governor was read enclosing a Map shewing the line 
of demarcation between this Colony British Columbia and the United States 
of America. 

A Communication from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting A Bill 
entitled “An Act to apply the sum of Two Hundred and Fifty Seven Thousand 
two Hundred and Seventy nine Dollars and fifty Cents out of the General 
Revenue of the Colony of Vancouver’s Island and its Dependencies to the 
service of the year one Thousand eight hundred and sixty four.” 


Bill read 1st time. 


A further Communication from the House was read transmitting the Chief Justice 
Pension Bill, 1864, and “The Governor’s Indemnity Bill, 1864.” 


A letter was received from the Honorary Secretary to the Committee of Manage- 
ment for the reception of Governor Kennedy inviting the President and 
Members of Council to take a part in the Ceremony of the Day. 


The Treasurer moved that the Clerk be requested to inform the Committee 
that the Council will take a part in the Ceremony of the Day. 


The Chief Justice pursuant to notice introduced A Bill to amend the “Land Regis- 
try Act, 1860,” and A Bill to obtain a declaration of Title, which were read 
a 1st time. 


The “Banking Bill 1864” was received from the House and read a (st time. 
Council adjourned sine die. 


Standing orders suspended. Stamp Bill read a 2 & 3 time & passed. 











Thursday, the 10th day of March, 1864 


The Council met this day at /2 past one Oclock pursuant to a Notice by the 
President. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Standing Orders of the Council were suspended and the Supply Bill of 
$257,2795% oo was read a 2nd and 3rd time and passed. 


“The Governor’s Indemnity Bill” passed a 2nd and 3rd reading. 
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The Chief Justice’s Pension Bill was read a 2nd & 3rd time. 
The Banking Bill was read a 2nd time. 


On motion of the Treasurer it was ordered that all Bills brought before the Council 
be printed for the use of the Members. 


Council adjourned sine die. 








Saturday, the 12th day of March, 1864 


The Council met this day pursuant to a notice by the President. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Acting 
Surveyor General. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and agreed to. 


The Treasurer moved that the following Address be presented to His Excellency 
The Governor on his retirement from the Government of this Colony— 
To His Excellency Sir James Douglas, K.C.B. Governor and Commander in Chief 
in and over the Colony of Vancouver's Island and its Dependencies &c. &c. &c. 
May it please Your Excellency— 


We, the Members of the Legislative Council of Vancouver Island in prospect of 
Your Excellency’s retirement from the high office which Your Excellency has so long 
and honorably filled, desire to express our high estimation of the policy which has 
guided Your Excellency in originating and administering the Government of this 
Colony; of your noble appreciation of the duties and responsibilities devolving upon 
the Representative of Our Most Gracious Queen, and of the moral qualities which 
have adorned your actions and endeared you to the people of Vancouver Island. 
That Your Excellency may long live to enjoy the approbation of Our Most Gracious 
Sovereign and the esteem and respect of every Colonist is the prayer of each Member 
of the Council. 


The Address was unanimously agreed to. 
Mr. Cary moved that he would introduce certain Standing Orders for the Council. 


The Standing Orders of the Council having been suspended, “The Telegraph Bill, 
1864” was read a 2nd time and considered in Committee. 
The Committee reported the Bill without amendments and The Bill was 
then read a 3rd time and passed. 


Council then adjourned sine die. 

















Monday, the 21st day of March, 1864 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment (2 O’clock). 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Treasurer, The Surveyor General, Hon. R. Fin- 
layson. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


joey 21 MARCH 1864 


The Chief Justice moved the following Address to His Excellency The Governor 
on his assumption of the Government of the Colony of Vancouver Island and 
its Dependencies. 


To His Excellency Arthur Edward Kennedy, Esquire, C.B. Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief of the Colony of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies— 
&e. &c. &C. 


May it please Your Excellency— 

We, the Members of the Legislative Council of Vancouver Island in Parliament 
assembled, desire to congratulate Your Excellency upon assuming the Government 
of this Colony. 

We humbly trust that the dignity and the virtues of Our Most Gracious Sover- 
eign, as reflected in your person, may strengthen and stimulate feelings of attach- 
ment in the people of Vancouver Island so that the demonstrations of loyalty upon 
this Your Excellency’s advent, may continue unabated throughout Your Excellency’s 
Administration. 

And we feel assured that Your experience in other portions of Her Majesty’s 
Dominions will enable you to guide the affairs of this Young Colony so as to ensure 
a rapid advance in material wealth and importance. 


The Address having been unanimously adopted the Council adjourned till Thursday 
next the 24th Instant. 














Thursday, the 24th day of March, 1864 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Treasurer, The Hon. R. Finlayson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A Communication was read from the House forwarding A Bill Entitled “An Act 
to apply the sum of Twenty six thousand Dollars out of the General Revenue 
of the Colony of Vancouver’s Island and its Dependencies to the service of the 
year 1864.” 


A Communication from the House was read transmitting a Bill entitled “An Act 
for the regulation of the Electric Telegraphs within the Colony of Vancouver 
Island, and to secure secrecy and fidelity in the transmission of Telegraphic 
Messages.” 


Bill read a 1st time. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Bank Note Bill. 
Mr. Finlayson in the Chair. 
The President resumed the Chair and the Bill was reported complete with 
amendments and ordered to be engrossed and brought up for a 3rd reading. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Barristers and Attorneys Bill. 
Mr. Watson in the Chair. 
The President resumed the Chair and the Bill was reported complete with 
amendments and ordered to be brought up for a 3rd reading. 


The Council then adjourned till Wednesday next at 2 O’clock. 
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Wednesday, the 30th day of March, 1864. 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, & The Treasurer. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been agreed to. 


The Attorney General moved that the Barristers and Attorneys Bill be recommitted 
at the next meeting. 


Seconded by The Treasurer, and carried. 


The Clerk was instructed to ascertain when His Excellency The Governor would 
receive the Address of the Council. 


The Clerk was instructed to request that His Excellency The Governor be pleased 
to give the Council a copy of His Excellency’s Instructions as Governor of this 
Colony. 


The Telegraph regulation Bill was read a 2nd time. 
The Supply Bill of Twenty Six Thousand Dollars was read a 2nd time. 


The Council then went into Committee on the Firemans protection Bill. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The President resumed the Chair and the Committee reported progress and 
asked leave to sit again. 


Council adjourned till 1 O’clock tomorrow. 








Friday, the Ist day of April, 1864 





The Council met at 1 P.M. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, Mr. Finlayson. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Council proceeded to Government House and delivered the Congratulatory 
Address as adopted by the Council on the 21st ultimo. 


The President nominated the Attorney General as a Member of the Committee on 
Standing Orders in the place of the Acting Attorney General. 


The Council then adjourned sine die. 














Wednesday, the 6th day of April, 1864 





The Council met this day pursuant to a notice by the President. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Treasurer, The Surveyor General, R. Finlayson. 
The Surveyor General having taken the Oath of Allegiance. 


The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
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A Message from the Governor was read transmitting a Despatch from the Secretary 
of State announcing the pleasing intelligence that on the evening of the 8th 
January last the Princess of Wales was delivered of a Prince. 


A further Message was read acknowledging the receipt of An Address from the 
Legislative Council on the occasion of the Prince of Wales’ Marriage. 


The Supply Bill of Twenty Six Thousand Dollars was read a third time and passed. 
The “Bank Note Bill” was read a 3rd time and passed as amended. 

The Bill to amend the Land Registry Act 1860 was read a 2nd time. 

The Bill to obtain a Declaration of Title was read a 2nd time. 


The Standing Orders of the Council having been suspended. The Barristers and 
Attorneys Bill was recommitted & read a third time and passed as amended. 


The Council then adjourned sine die. 








Monday, the 11th day of April, 1864 


The Council met this day at 12 past 2 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Surveyor General, The 
Treasurer. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The following Communication from the Governor was read. 


Vancouver Island— 
Victoria, 11th April, 1864 


To The President and Gentlemen, of the Legislative Council: 


Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to submit the copy of a Resolution of the Legislative As- 
sembly in reply to a Despatch of H.M. Secretary of State for the Colonies dated 
15 June 1863. 

This Resolution was received by my Predecessor from the Speaker of the House 
of Assembly and transmitted to the Secretary of State for the Colonies in a Despatch 
dated 12 February 1864. 

It appears to me that a Resolution which involves the repeal of An Act of the 
Imperial Parliament, and deals with the important question of Union with the 
Sister Colony, ought to be submitted to Your Honorable Council and so receive 
the concurrence of both branches of the Legislature before it can be advantageously 
considered by Her Majesty’s Government. 

I therefore submit the Resolution herewith for your consideration and opinion. 

I have, &c. &c. &C. 

(signed) A. E. Kennedy 


The Surveyor General moved that the Governor’s Message be acknowledged, that 
each Member be furnished with a copy of the Message, the Resolution and 
Clause of the Act of imperial Parliament referring to Union of the Colonies 
and the consideration postponed to a future appointed day—which was agreed 
to. 


The Attorney General gave notice of the following motion, That he will protest 
against the transmission of the Bill entitled An Act respecting Barristers and 
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Attorneys at Law to the House of Assembly for their consideration of the 
amendments made therein as the same Bill has not passed the Council in due 
form. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Telegraph Regulation Bill. 
The Surveyor General in the Chair. 
The President resumed the Chair and the Committee reported progress and 
asked leave to sit again. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Fireman’s protection Bill. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 


The President resumed the Chair and The Committee reported the Bill com- 
plete with amendments. 


Bill ordered to be brought up for a third reading. 
The Council then adjourned. 


David Cameron, 
President 








Thursday, the 14th day of April, 1864 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, Hons. R. Finlay- 
son, Donald Fraser. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 

The Council went into Committee on the Message from His Excellency The Gover- 
nor transmitting certain Resolutions of the Legislative Assembly dated the 9th 
February 1864. 

The Chief Justice in the Chair. 

The Treasurer gave notice of the following motion— 

At the next meeting of the Council I shall introduce a resolution relative to 
the subject of the resolutions of the House of Assembly transmitted in His 
Excellency’s Despatch of the 11th Instant. 

The President having resumed the Chair. 

The Committee reported progress and ask leave to sit again. 


The Council then adjourned till Monday next the 18th Instant. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 











Monday, the 18th day of April, 1864 


A quorum of Members not being present there was no meeting. 
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Wednesday, the 27th day of April, 1864 


The Council met this day pursuant to a Notice by the President. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor 
General, Hons. R. Finlayson, Donald Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and agreed to. 


The Honourable the Treasurer pursuant to Notice introduced the following Resolu- 
tions. 

That this House cannot concur in the opinion of the House of Assembly, 
“that neither the Crown Revenue nor the condition of the General Revenues 
would justify the acceptation of the proposition of Her Majesty’s principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies to provide a Civil List amounting to £5,800.” 

That this House concurs in the opinion of the House of Assembly “that the 
absolute separation of the Colonies of Vancouver Island and British Columbia 
could not be otherwise than injurious to both and render their union hereafter 
more impracticable.” 

That this House is further of opinion that a complete union of the Adminis- 
trative and Legislative Establishments of Vancouver Island and British Colum- 
bia would be advantageous; that such an Union would not necessarily involve 
any alteration in the commercial policy of the Colonies—Vancouver Island 
contributing a proportional Revenue by direct taxes and that by such a dis- 
position of affairs the advantages of an increasing foreign trade arising out of 
the Free Port System would be secured to the United Colonies. 

2nded by the Hon. The Attorney General. 

The Council then went into Committee on the Resolutions. 

The Chief Justice in the Chair. 

The President having resumed the Chair. The Committee reported progress 
and asked leave to sit again. 


Council adjourned till Friday at /% past 2. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 








Friday, the 29th day of April, 1864 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor 
General, Hons. R. Finlayson, Donald Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


The Council resumed the consideration, in Committee, of the Treasurer’s Resolu- 
tions as brought in at the last meeting of Council. 
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The Surveyor General moved the following Resolution— 


That the Legislative Council of the Colony of Vancouver Island concurs 
in the Resolution of the House of Assembly dated 9th Decr. 1863. 


2nd by Hon. R. Finlayson. 
The Surveyor General having obtained leave to withdraw his Resolution. 
2nd by Mr. Finlayson, and agreed to, nem. con. 


Hon. Donald Fraser moved the following Resolutions as an amendment to those of 
the Treasurer’s. 

2nd by Mr. Finlayson. 

The Legislative Council of Vancouver Island having taken into serious 
consideration the copy of the Resolutions of the Honble. The House of 
Assembly dated February the 9th 1864 submitted to this House for its opinion 
by His Excellency The Governor, doth resolve— 

1. To concur in the general tenor of the said Resolutions of the House of 
Assembly. 

2. Resolved That this House is of opinion with reference to His Grace The 
Duke of Newcastle’s Despatch of the 15th of June 1863 referred to in the said 
Resolutions of the House of Assembly asking for a permanent Civil List in 
return for the control of the Crown Revenue that no nett income can be 
expected to be derived by The Colony from the public lands which are the 
only productive source of Crown Revenue, for the following reasons. 

1. Because the public land suitable for agriculture is limited in extent. 

2. Because the price of such land is now reduced from £1. to four 
shillings and two pence (4s/2d) per acre and cannot be increased, the 
reduction having been rendered necessary and expedient to encourage 
settlement and to meet the competition of low priced land in the neigh- 
bouring Countries. 

3. Because the amount of money necessary to be paid to Indians to 
extinguish the Indian Title to portions of the land will absorb a con- 
siderable sum of the proceeds of sales thereof; 

4. Because the expense of Survey and other incidental charges to 
which the land will become subject before the proceeds of sales can be 
realized will absorb the remaining portion of such proceeds. 

5. Because by the terms under which the land is held the occupiers 
(Pre-emptors) are not to be called upon for payment of the land pre- 
empted until the Crown Lands shall have been first surveyed. 

6. Because the revenue of the Colony does not at present afford the 
means of defraying the expense of a general Survey; and, consequently a 
considerable period of time, probably many years, must elapse before the 
purchase prices shall become due. 

3. Resolved that in the opinion of this House it is inexpedient, at present, to 
enforce Royalties upon Coal Minerals or Timber, because it is the policy of 
the Colony to foster these industries which are yet in their infancy and the 


yield from which is so small as not to justify the imposition: and because such 
9 
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an imposition might interfere with the principles of free trade hitherto main- 
tained by the Colony successfully. 

4. Resolved That in the opinion of this House, these sources of Revenue, 
namely, the Public lands of the Crown and the Crown Royalties, which are 
productive in most other Colonies do not and cannot be expected to produce 
any Revenue to this Colony, which is compelled, by its maintenance of a free 
port system, to the peculiar advantage of English Commerce, to support the 
Government and to defray the expense of internal improvements by direct 
taxation already so onerous that it cannot be increased. 

5. Resolved that in the opinion of this House the offer of His Grace does 
not afford an equivalent for the Civil List asked. 

6. Resolved that in the opinion of this House the union of Vancouver 
Island with British Columbia at a future suitable time would be highly bene- 
ficial to both Colonies when such union can be effected on terms by which this 
Colony can maintain its free port system in tact; and on such other terms as 
may be equitable and expedient and may be reasonably expected to conduce 
to the prosperity and greatness of both Countries. 

7. Resolved that it is the opinion of this House that for the present the 
interests of both Colonies would be promoted and economy secured by the 
Government of both being placed under one Governor, and, as far as prac- 
ticable, with one Civil Staff. 

The Committee then rose and reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 


Council then adjourned to [blank]. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 





Monday, the 2nd day of May, 1864 





The Council met this day at 2 P.M. 


Present: Hon. The President, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor 
General, Hons. R. Finlayson, Donald Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The Council resumed the consideration in Committee of Mr. Fraser’s resolutions as 
brought in at the last meeting of the Council. The Chief Justice in the Chair. 


Resolution—No. 1. 2nded by Mr. Finlayson and agreed to by the Committee, 
Mr. Cary and Mr. Watson dissentient. 


Mr. Watson with the leave of the Committee withdrew Resolutions No. 2 
and No. 3 as brought in by him on the 18th [27th] ultimo. 


Resolution No. 2. 2nded by Mr. Pemberton & carried. Mr. Watson dis- 
sentient. 


Resolution No. 3. Agreed to—Mr. Pemberton not voting. 
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Resolution No. 4. 2nd by Mr. Finlayson and carried. Mr. Watson objected. 
2nd by Mr. Cary. 


Resolution No. 5. 2nd by Mr. Finlayson. Mr. Watson dissentient. 
Resolution No. 6. Carried. Mr. Cary 2nd. 


Resolution No. 7. Agreed to. Mr. Finlayson 2nd. Mr. Cary moved a nega- 
tive. 2nd by Mr. Watson & lost. 


The President having resumed the Chair. The Committee here rose and 
reported the Resolutions. 


Mr. Fraser moved seconded by Mr. Finlayson that the Resolutions be 
adopted—which was carried. 
Council then adjourned till Thursday next at ¥% past two O’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 











Friday, the 6th day of May, 1864 





The Council met this day pursuant [blank]. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, Hons. R. 
Finlayson, Donald Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A Message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting “A Bill to regulate 
An Act entituled The Victoria Incorporation Act 1862,” which was read a 
1st time. 

A Message was read transmitting certain Petitions from property holders praying 
that their property may not be included within the City limits. 

On Motion by Mr. Watson the Petitions were ordered to be referred to the 
Committee on Standing Orders. 

The Fireman’s Protection Bill came up for a third reading. 

Mr. Finlayson moved that the Bill be recommitted. 2nd by Mr. Fraser and 


carried. 
The Council then adjourned till Monday at % past 2 O’clock. 
David Cameron C.J. 
President 











Monday, the 9th day of May, 1864 





The Council met this day at 2.30 O’clock. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Treasurer, Hon. R. Finlayson. 
The Minutes of the last Council having been read and agreed to. 
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A Petition to the Council was read from certain property holders praying that they 
may not be included in the City limits. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Banking Bill. 
Mr. Finlayson in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Committee reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 
The Council then adjourned till Wednesday next at 12 past two. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 














Wednesday, the 11th day of May, 1864 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Treasurer, Hons. R. Finlayson, D. Fraser. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and Confirmed. 
The Victoria Incorporation Bill was brought up for a 2nd reading. 
Mr. Fraser moved the 2nd reading. 
Mr. Finlayson moved that the Bill be read this day six months. 
Chief Justice 2nded. 
Content Hons. R. Finlayson, A. Watson. 
Bill ordered to be read this day six months. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Banking Bill. 
Mr. Finlayson in the Chair. 
Clause 3, on motion of Mr. Watson—passed. 


The President having resumed the Chair. The Bill was reported complete 
as amended and ordered to be brought up for a 3rd reading at the next 


meeting. 
Council then adjourned till Friday the 20th Instant at 2.30. 
David Cameron C.J. 
President 








Friday, the 20th day of May, 1864 


The Council met this day at 2.30. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Treasurer, The Attorney General, The Surveyor 
General, Hon. Donald Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and Confirmed. 
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A Message from the Governor was read forwarding copy of His Excellency’s Instruc- 
tions as Governor of this Colony. 


A Message from the Legislative Assembly was read forwarding a Bill to grant a 
Supplemental Supply of Nineteen Thousand Eight hundred and four Dollars 
and Twenty Eight Cents for the service of the year 1863. 


Moved by Mr. Fraser Bill be read 1st time. 
2nd by The Treasurer. 
Bill read 1st time. 


A Message from the Legislative Assembly was received forwarding, 


A Bill Entitled ““An Act to provide for the Closing of Wells upon unenclosed 
lands in Vancouver Island and its Dependencies.” 


Motion of Mr. Fraser. 2nd by Mr. Watson. 
Bill read 1st time. 


On motion of Mr. Fraser 2nd by the Treasurer, The Standing Orders of the Council 
were suspended and The foregoing Bills were read a 2nd time. 


On motion of The Treasurer The Banking Bill was read a third time & passed. 
The Council then adjourned till Monday next the 23rd Instant at 2.30. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 








Monday, the 23rd day of May, 1864 


The Council met this day at 2.30. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Treasurer, Hon. Donald Fraser. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and agreed to. 


A Message was read from the House of Assembly transmitting “a Bill to impose a 
Tax of one half of one per centum upon all Real Estate within the City of 
Victoria and for other purposes relating thereto.” 

Mr. Fraser moved that Bill be read 1st time. 
2nd by Mr. Watson. 
Bill read 1st time. 


A further Message was received from the House transmitting A Bill entitled “An 
Act to enable the Governor to pay out of the General Revenue Six Thousand 
Dollars for Civic purposes.” 

Mr. Fraser moved that Bill be read Ist time. 
2nd by Treasurer. 
Bill read 1st time. 
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Mr. Watson moved that the Supplemental Supply Bill of $19,804,284 99 be read a 
third time and passed. 


2nd by Mr. Fraser. 
Bill read 3rd time & passed. 
Mr. Fraser gave notice that at the next meeting of the Council he would move that 
an humble Address be presented to the Governor requesting him to furnish the 


Council with copies of all papers in his possession in relation to the subject of 
the improvement of Victoria Harbour. 


The Council then adjourned till Friday 27th May 64. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 








Friday, the 27th day of May, 1864 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, Hon. D. Fraser. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and Confirmed. 


Mr. Fraser, pursuant to notice moved that an humble address be presented to The 
Governor asking His Excellency to be pleased to furnish the Council with 
copies of all papers in His Excellency’s possession in relation to the subject 
of the improvement of Victoria Harbour—which was agreed to. 

The Council then went into Committee on A Bill entitled An Act to provide for the 


closing of Wells upon unenclosed Lands in Vancouver Island and its De- 
pendencies. 


Mr. Cary in the Chair. 


The President having resumed the Chair. The Committee rose and reported 
the Bill complete with amendments. 


Bill ordered to be engrossed and brought up for a third reading. 
The Council then went into Committee on A Bill entitled “An Act to impose a Tax 


of one half of one per centum upon all real Estate within the City of Victoria 
and for other purposes relating thereto.” 


Mr. Cary in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Committee rose and reported progress. 


Council then adjourned till Monday the 30th Inst. at 2.30. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 
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Monday, the 30th day of May, 1864 





The Council met this day at 2.30. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, Hon. Donald 
Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


The Treasurer moved that a Bill entitled An Act to impose a Tax of one half of 
one per centum upon all real Estate within the City of Victoria and for other 
purposes relating thereto be read a second time. 

Mr. Cary 2nd. 
Bill read 2nd time. 

A Bill entitled “An Act to enable the Governor to pay out of the General Revenue 

Six Thousand Dollars for Civic purposes.” 
Moved by Mr. Watson & 2nd by Mr. Cary That Bill be read 2nd time. 
Mr. Cary moved—Mr. Watson 2nd that Bill to provide for the closing of Wells 


upon unenclosed lands in Vancouver Island and its Dependencies be read a 
3rd time & passed. 


Bill read 3rd time and passed. 
The Council then went into Committee on the one half per cent Tax Bill. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Bill was reported and leave asked to sit again. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Victoria City Aid Bill. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair the Bill was reported and leave 
asked to sit again. 
The Council then adjourned till Wednesday next at 2.30. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 














Wednesday, the Ist day of June, 1864 





The Council met this day at 2.30. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, Hon. Donald 
Fraser. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


The Treasurer gave notice that he would move that the Minutes of Committees be 
signed by the Chairman of Committee. 
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The Council then went into Committee on the one half per cent Tax Bill. 
Mr. Cary in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Chairman reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 
A Bill entitled An Act to enable the Governor to pay out of the General Revenue 
$6000. for Civic purposes—was read a 3 time and passed. 
The Council then adjourned till Friday next the 3rd Instant at 2.30. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 











Tuesday, the 7th day of June, 1864 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor 
General, Honble. D. Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and agreed to. 


The following Communications were received from the Legislative Assembly— 

A Bill entitled An Act to provide for the closing of Wells upon unenclosed 
Lands in Vancouver’s Island and its Dependencies, the amendments of the 
Council to which Bill having been agreed to by the House. 

*[See starred passage below] 

A message enclosing A Bill entitled “An Act to authorize the Harewood 
Railway Company (Limited) to make a Railway from Departure Bay, Na- 
naimo District, to the Harewood Coal Fields in Mountain District Vancouver 
Island” which was referred to Committee on standing orders. 

A Message enclosing A Bill entitled An Act to authorize the Governor to 
appropriate certain moneys for the completion of a Dredging Machine and 
other instruments and appliances connected therewith. Bul read a Ist time. 

Attorney General moved Survr. Genl. 2nded. 

A Message enclosing A Bill entitled An Act to incorporate The Israelite 
Congregation named “The Emanuel of Victoria, Vancouver Island.” Bill 
referred to Committee on Standing Orders. 

The Treasurer moved that the Minutes of all Committees appointed by this House 
be regularly signed by the Chairman and that the same shall be recorded as a 
Standing order of the House. 

Mr. Fraser 2nded. 

Motion agreed to. 

A Bill entitled An Act to impose a Tax of one half of one per centum upon all real 
estate within the City of Victoria and for other purposes relating thereto— 
was read a third time and passed. 
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The Surveyor General moved that the Fireman’s protection Bill be recommitted. 
Mr. Fraser 2nded. 


Bill recommitted. 

The Chief Justice in the Chair. 

The President having resumed the Chair. 

The Chief Justice reported progress and asked leave to sit again. 


The Council then adjourned till Thursday next at 2 O’clock. 


* The Attorney General presented the following Petitions 

1. Petition praying the Council to pass an Act to authorize the Harewood 
Railway Company to construct a Railway. 

2. Petition from Members of the Jewish persuasion praying that they may 
be incorporated as a body corporate by the name of the Emanuel of Victoria 
Vancouver Island—and be allowed to acquire the right to obtain and hold the 
site of their synagogue. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 








Thursday, the 9th day of June, 1864 





The Council met this day at 2.30. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor 
General, Hon. Donald Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The Supplemental Supply Bill came up for a 2nd Reading, and on the question being 
put was postponed till next meeting of the Council. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Fireman’s protection Bill. 
The Chief Justice in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Bill was reported and leave asked to sit again. 


The Surveyor General moved that the Bill be recommitted. 
The Attorney General seconded. 
Bill recommitted. 
The Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Attorney General reported the Bill having passed the Committee. 
In the matter of the Bill entitled ‘““An Act to incorporate the Israelite Congregation 


named the Emanuel of Victoria, Vancouver Island” The Attorney General 
reported from the Select Committee on Standing Orders that the Standing 
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Orders had been complied with save the publication for three weeks pre- 
viously to the introduction of the Bill of an Advertisement of the said Act and 
the Committee recommended that the Standing Orders in question be waived 
on this Bill. 


Bill was then read a Ist time. 
The Council then adjourned till Tomorrow at 2.30 O’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 














Friday, the 10th day of June, 1864 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor 
General, Hon. Dr. Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and agreed to. 
The Attorney General requested that another Member might be added to the Com- 


mittee on standing orders as he and the Treasurer had been unable to come to 
any agreement in regard to the Harewood Railway Company’s Bill. 
The President nominated The Hon. Donald Fraser. 

The Hon. The Attorney General from the Committee on Standing Orders reported 
that the promoters of the Harewood Railway Company had fully complied with 
the Standing Orders. 

The Bill was then read a Ist time. 

The Attorney General moved that A Bill entitled an Act to incorporate the Israelite 
Congregation named the Emanuel of Victoria, Vancouver Island be read a 
2nd time. 

Hon. Donald Fraser 2nded. 
Bill read 2nd time. 


The Supplemental Supply Bill No. 4—1864 came up for a 2nd reading. 
The Attorney General moved that a Conference be had with the Legislative 
Assembly in regard to the Bill. 
The President appointed 2 O’clock on Monday as the hour at which the 
Council would meet the House. 
The Honble. Donald Fraser moved that the Fireman’s protection Bill be read a third 
time and passed. 
The Surveyor Genl. 2nded. 
Bill read a 3rd time & passed as amended. 
Non content Mr. Watson—The President not voting. 


The Victoria City half per cent Tax Bill came down from the Leg. Assembly with 
the amendments of the Council agreed to excepting that in clause 3 line 3, 
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striking out the words “this Act” and in lieu inserting the words “the real estate 
assessment Roll for said City.” 


The Council determined to ask a Conference with the House. 
The President appointed 2 O’clock on Monday next. 

The Council then went into Committee on the Telegraph Regulation Bill. 
Hon. Donald Fraser in the Chair. 








Tuesday, the 14th day of June, 1864 


A conference was held at 2 O’clock with the House of Assembly in regard 
to the following Bills. 

A Bill entitled An Act to impose a Tax of one half of one per centum upon 
all Real estate within the City of Victoria and for other purposes relating 
thereto, and A Bill entitled An Act to authorize the Governor to appropriate 
certain moneys for the completion of a Dredging Machine and other instru- 
ments and appliances connected therewith. 


Present: Hons. the Chief Justice, Alex Watson, Attorney General, Surveyor General. 
Members of the House: Messrs. Carswell, Franklin, Duncan. 


Mr. Cameron stated the object for which the Council desired a Conference with the 
House— 

That the Supply Bill sent down by the House contemplated the appropriation 
of certain monies for other purposes than those for which they had been set 
apart by an Act of the Legislature. 

Mr. Franklin explained that it was an error—the House meant the balance 
of the £18,000 not £40,000 loan. 

In regard to the Council’s amendment to the % of 1 per cent tax Bill, Clause 
3 line 3, Mr. Franklin explained that the House meant the Real Estate Assess- 
ment Roll for the year 1863 not 1864. 

The Members of the House having withdrawn. 

The Hon. The Treasurer requested that he might be permitted to resign as a Mem- 
ber of the Standing Order Committee which was accepted by the President, 
and The Surveyor General was nominated in his stead. 

Mr. Cary moved that the Israelite Congregation Incorporation Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee, and that The Harewood Railway Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee. 

The President named—Hon. D. Fraser, The Attorney General, The Sur- 
veyor General. 

Council then adjourned till Wednesday at 2 2 o'clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 
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Wednesday, the 15th day of June, 1864 





The Council met this day at 2.30. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, Hon. R. Fin- 
layson. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The Council went into Committee on The Telegraph Regulation Bill, clause 13. 
Mr. Cary in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair the Bill was reported complete with 
amendments. 
The Standing Orders of the Council were then waived and the Bill was read 
a 3rd time and passed as amended. 


Council then adjourned to tomorrow at 2.30. 











Thursday, the 16th day of June, 1864 


The Council met this day at 2.30 pursuant to adjournment. 

Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor 
General. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 

The Attorney General as Chairman of the Select Committee reported in favour of 
the Harewood Railway Bill and the Israelite Congregation Incorporation Bill. 

The Bills were then read a third time and passed. 

The Legislative Assembly having returned to the Legislative Council the % of 
1 per cent tax Bill and the Supplemental Supply Bill No. 4, 1864 with the 
alterations embodied as proposed in Conference. 

The Bills were read a 3rd time & passed. 


The Council then adjourned sine die. 








Tuesday, the 5th day of July, 1864 


Present: The Chief Justice, Attorney General, The Treasurer. 
The Minutes of last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A message from the Governor was read transmitting certain Resolutions of the 
House of Assembly dated 27 June 1864 and 2 July 1864 and on motion it 
was resolved 
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That the Legislative Council concur in the Indemnity mentioned in the 2nd 
& 3rd resolutions of the House of Assembly dated 2nd day July 1864 but in 
so doing the Legislative Council reserve their opinion entirely on the other 
matters referred to in such resolutions. 


Resolved that His Excellency be addressed praying that a copy of the Report of the 
Comtee. of House of Assembly of V.I. on crown lands & the evidence taken 
before such Committee may be laid before Legislative Council. 


Council then adjourned. 








Friday, the 8th day of July, 1864 





The Council met this day pursuant to a notice by the President. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor 
General, The Hon. Roderick Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and agreed to. 


His Excellency the Governor having entered the Council Chamber and the Clerk of 
the Council having summoned the Members of the Legislative Assembly, His 
Excellency delivered the following speech. 


Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council and Gentlemen of the Legislative 

Assembly 

1. The state of public business enables me to release you from further atten- 
dance and bring this protracted Session to a close. 

2. Questions materially affecting the progress of the Colony must come before 
you at an early period, on which I would invite you to acquaint yourselves with the 
opinions of your constituents, prior to the re-assembling of the Legislature. 

3. The first and most important of these questions, is the proposed Union of 
British Columbia and Vancouver Island under one Government. 

4. As this object can only be attained with the previous concurrence of the 
Legislatures of both Colonies, the course adopted by the Legislative Assembly of 
Vancouver Island in February last, has delayed the consideration of it. 

5. The conditions attached to the proposal then submitted to Her Majesty’s Sec- 
retary of State for the Colonies, were such as could not in my opinion, be accepted 
by the sister Colony, or entertained by Her Majesty’s Government. 

6. Such a Union to be beneficial and lasting must be effected on a basis both 
practical and equitable. Like all other unions I apprehend that mutual concessions 
will be required, and personal predilections and prejudices must be laid aside. 

7. If on examination it be found that such a union is in favour with the people 
of this or both Colonies, and will conduce to their honour and prosperity, it will 
receive my disinterested and hearty support. I have no doubt that the question fairly 
put before the public will be considered with the calmness and moderation becoming 
sO grave a subject. 

8. Unreasonable demands and pretensions can but raise new difficulties between 
two colonies whose best interests, whether under one, or separate governments are 
bound up together. 

9. A question of scarcely less importance is the acceptance and disposal of the 
Crown Lands and Revenue of Vancouver Island; while this question remains un- 
settled, the survey, leasing, sale, and general management of public lands, must be 
left in their present very unsatisfactory state, to the serious detriment of the best 
interests of the Colony. 
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10. The course which has been taken in reference to the proposal of the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies for a permanent Civil List, has resulted in delay and 
embarrassment. 


11. That this Colony has ample resources to provide for its own Government 
on a becoming scale cannot be doubted, and I feel confident that the people, if 
appealed to, will cheerfully accede to a provision for the public servants, commen- 
surate with the responsibilities and duties of their respective positions. 


12. The important subject of emigration must be left untouched while the pos- 
session and disposal of the Crown Lands remain unsettled. A Colony without a 
fixed population cannot be permanently prosperous. 


13. I have deferred acknowledging the receipt of the Resolutions adopted by the 
Legislative Assembly on the subject of Crown Lands, waiting the receipt of the 
evidence and Report on which they are founded, and without which I am unable 
to decide upon the course best calculated to give effect to the views of the House. 


14. The House may be assured that I will deal justly and impartially with the 
subject as far as it lies within my jurisdiction. 


15. I will direct my earnest attention to the economical application of the 
Supplies you have granted for the current year to secure the attainment of the 
objects for which they were voted. 


16. I am happy to assure you of the peace, prosperity, and order which prevail 
throughout the Colony. The absence of pauperism and serious crime are subjects for 
solid congratulation. 


17. I find that the following Acts passed during the Session received the Assent 
of my predecessor on behalf of Her Majesty. 

The Mayor and Council of Victoria Indemnity Act, 1863. 

The Victoria Pilot Act, 1864. 

The Provisional Act for the Election of Mayor and Councillors, 1863. 

The Chief Justice’s Pension Act, 1864. 

The First Telegraph Act, 1864. 

The Governor’s Indemnity Act, 1864. 

An Act to apply the sum of $257,279 out of the General Revenue of the 
Colony of Vancouver Island to the service of the year 1864. 


18. I have assented in Her Majesty’s name to the following Acts passed during 
the Session, namely: 


The Bridges Protection Act, 1864. 

An Act to repeal the Vancouver Island Stamp Act, 1862. 

The Bank Note Act, 1864. 

The Banking Act, 1864. 

An act to apply the sum of $26,000 out of the General Revenue of the 
Colony of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies to the service of the year 
1864. 

An Act to grant a Supplementary Supply of $19,804.28, for the service of 
the year 1863. 

An Act to provide for the Closing of Wells upon uninclosed lands in 
Vancouver Island and its Dependencies. 

The Telegraph Regulation Act, 1864. 

The Firemen’s Act, 1864. 

The Harewood Railway Company, Act, 1864. 

The Congregation of Emanu-El of Victoria Incorporation Act, 1864. 

The Governor’s Victoria City Aid Act, 1864. 

The Victoria City Half Per Cent Tax Act, 1864. 

The Supplementary Supply Act, No. 4. 1864. 

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council and Gentlemen of the Legislative 
Assembly. 


19. I now, in Her Majesty’s name, prorogue this Council and Assembly, and 
they are hereby prorogued accordingly until Monday the 3rd day of October next. 
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Saturday, the 20th day of August, 1864 





The Council met this day pursuant to a Proclamation of His Excellency 
the Governor. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Treasurer, Honbles. Donald Fraser, Roderick 
Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 


The Governor having entered the Council Chamber and the Clerk of the Council 
having summoned the Members of Assembly—His Excellency delivered the 
following Speech. 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and Gentlemen of the Legislative 
Assembly. 


The discovery of a gold field within the last few weeks having so much altered 
the circumstances and enlarged the prospects of this colony, I have deemed it my 
duty to call you together to aid me with your advice. 


It is unnecessary for me to recapitulate to the Legislature, already so well 
informed on the subject, the position in which the Crown Lands and Crown Revenue 
of the Colony now stand; and I feel confident that you will concur with me in the 
opinion that under the altered prospects of the colony it is anomalous and inexpedient 
that it should be continued. 


The management of Crown Lands and the expenditure of Crown Revenue 
freed from the control of the Legislature is a responsibility I do not desire to incur 
unless devolving upon me as a necessary duty. 


The mining interests bid fair to rival any other in importance, and the Colonial 
Legislature is, in my opinion, the proper power to frame laws and regulations for 
their development and guidance. 

The adoption of any other course must, I fear, lead to complications, which may 
prove detrimental to the best interests of the colony. 


A large number of miners have already taken out licenses and registered their 
claims, and the number being daily on the increase, I desire if possible to have the 
advice and assistance of the Legislature in framing wise and just laws for their 
encouragement and protection. 


The rules and regulations now in force have been issued subject to modification 
or alteration, pending the enactment of permanent laws. Intended to meet an emer- 
gency, and as a preliminary protection to miners only, they are manifestly inadequate 
to the rapidly increasing importance of the subject. 


There are doubtless difficulties in the way of a prompt adjustment of this 
question, but none so formidable that they cannot be surmounted by the cordial 
co-operation of the Legislature and the Executive, which it is no less my desire 
than duty to afford. 

The unforeseen necessity which has compelled me to require your attendance 
at this unexpectedly early period will prevent me bringing other measures of 
importance under your immediate consideration, but there is one which I think 
the public interests require to be settled without unnecessary delay, that of re-union 
with the colony of British Columbia. 

The prolonged agitation of this question cannot fail to aggravate any evils 
which are alleged to have resulted from separation and interpose obstacles to its 
calm consideration hereafter. 

The union or separation of these Colonies is a matter of secondary importance 
to the maintenance of a cordial co-operation and good understanding between them; 
and it is, therefore, I think, incumbent upon the people, through their representa- 
tives, to set this matter at rest for the present. 


Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly: 

The financial condition of the Colony will require your consideration. Being 
contingent upon the decision of the Legislature on the subject of Crown Lands and 
Revenue, it will be brought under your consideration in a specific form. 
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The Blue Book for 1863, being the first compiled for this Colony, will be laid 
before you. 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and Gentlemen of the Legislative 
Assembly. 
I have now to commit these important questions for your consideration with 
an earnest prayer that your deliberations may be conducive to the honor of our 
Sovereign and the prosperity of her subjects, whose interests are in your keeping. 


The Chief Justice having administered the Oaths of allegiance to the Colonial Sec- 
retary and Mr. Rhodes. 
The Colonial Secretary moved that the Council do now adjourn till Tuesday the 
23rd Instant then to take into consideration the Governor’s Speech. 
2nd by the Hon. Donald Fraser. 


The Council then adjourned. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 











Tuesday, the 23rd day of August, 1864 





The Council met this day at 2 O’clock pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, The 
Hons. Donald Fraser, Roderick Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The Honble. Henry Rhodes moved that a Committee be appointed to draft an 
Address in reply to H.E. Speech. 
2nded by Hon. R. Finlayson & agreed to. 
The President nominated the following Gentlemen: Mr. Fraser, Mr. Rhodes, 


Mr. Watson. 
The Council then adjourned till 2 O’clock on Thursday next. 
David Cameron C.J. 
President 











Thursday, the 25th day of August, 1864 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Hons. Donald Fraser, Henry Rhodes. 


The Acting Attorney General having taken the oath of allegiance. 
The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
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The Honble. Donald Fraser brought up the Report from the Committee appointed 
to draw up an Address in answer to His Excellency’s Speech at the opening of 
the Session. 

Mr. Fraser moved that the Address be adopted. 
Mr. Watson 2nded the motion and the address was agreed to unanimously. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary having ascertained that His Excellency would be 


prepared to meet the Council tomorrow at noon the Council adjourned till half 
past Eleven tomorrow Friday the 26th Instant. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 














Friday, the 26th day of August, 1864 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, Hons. H. Rhodes, D. Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Members of the Council proceeded to Government House and His Honor the 
President delivered the following Address, which had been agreed to at the 
last meeting of the Council. 


To His Excellency Arthur Edward Kennedy, Esq., Companion of the Most Honour- 
able Order of the Bath, Governor and Commander in Chief in and over the 
colony of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies, &c., &c. 


May it Please Your Excellency.— 


We, the Legislative Council have heard with much pleasure your Excellency’s 
speech on the opening of the present session of Parliament. The Legislative Council 
desire most respectfully to express to your Excellency their gratification at the recent 
discovery of the gold fields referred to in your Excellency’s speech, and their hope 
that this discovery will conduce to the permanent prosperity of the colony. 


The Council, on offering their congratulations on this discovery, deem it their 
duty in justice to your Excellency, to record their conviction that the merit of this 
discovery is primarily due to your Excellency’s earnest and energetic advocacy of the 
exploration of the Island, and to the continued support and encouragement afforded 
by your Excellency to the efforts of the explorers who have made the discovery. And 
the Council would beg also to mark their appreciation of the promptness with which 
your Excellency organized a legal system over the gold fields to meet the emergency, 
by the immediate passing of rules and regulations, and by the appointment and 
despatch of a Gold Commissioner to administer the same. 


The Council beg respectfully to assure your Excellency that they are desirous to 
give their earnest and prompt attention to the serious consideration of the several 
subjects mentioned in your Excellency’s speech, provided it is competent to them to 
exercise their functions, of which a doubt has arisen, from the fact that the Legis- 
lature has been assembled on a shorter notice than required by the law of England, 
and by the practice of the Imperial Parliament, by which the Legislature has hitherto 
been guided; and the Council earnestly respond to your Excellency’s prayer, that 
their deliberations may conduce to the honour of Her Majesty, and to the prosperity 
of the country. 
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His Excellency having graciously received it at the hands of the President, thanked 
the Council for the address, and stated that it was not within the province of 
his duty to discuss the legality of convening the Legislature within a shorter 
period than fourteen days. His Excellency expressed his gratification at finding 
that the Council adopted the practice of the Imperial Parliament as their guide, 
and felt assured that such a course carried out in spirit and in letter would be 
conducive to the public good. 

His Excellency said he might not agree with all the opinions expressed 
regarding the legality of the notice, or that their actions would have been liable 
to be set aside had they proceeded to legislate—but he deemed it due to himself 
to state that the Legislature had no reason to fear any encroachment on its 
privileges, or upon the rights of the people, at his hands. 

His Excellency assured them that the address should receive his best and 
earliest attention. 


The Council then adjourned sine die. 














Monday, the 12th day of September, 1864 





The Council met this day at 12.30. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, Hons. R. Finlayson, D. Fraser, H. Rhodes. 


His Excellency the Governor having entered the Council Chamber and the Members 
of the Legislative Assembly having attended in accordance with His Excel- 
lency’s Commands. 

The Governor delivered the following Speech. 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and Gentlemen of the Legislative 

Assembly, 

I have called you together for the consideration of subjects recently brought 
under your notice, and which have acquired additional importance since I last 
addressed you. 

A despatch from the Governor of British Columbia will be laid before you, in- 
forming me that he has been called upon by Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, to report upon a suggestion made by the Legislative Assembly of 
Vancouver Island, that the two English colonies west of the Rocky Mountains, 
should be united under one governor, and inviting early communication with me 
on the subject. It is desirable, therefore, that I should be in possession of the 
views of the Legislature of this Colony, to enable Her Majesty’s Government to 
consider them in connection with the report of the Governor of British Columbia 
and my own. 

The important subject of schools for the training of children whose parents are 
unable to afford them a high class education, will doubtless receive your careful 
consideration. 

The relations between white men and the Indian tribes, become daily more 
complicated, affording indications of future difficulties, which it will be well to 
obviate by the adoption of timely precaution and suitable laws. 

The early consideration of an Incorporation Act for the City of Victoria, is 
pressingly necessary in a moral as well as a sanitary point of view. The city 
possesses ample resources both in property and intelligence, for the purpose of 
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municipal government, with which I think it is so desirable to invest it, and I feel 
confident that the local knowledge of the Legislature will enable them to deal with 
this question speedily and satisfactorily. 

The postal communication within and without the Colony demands earnest 
attention. I propose to submit measures for the better conduct of this department 
at an early period. 


Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly: 


It is necessary for the regular administration of the Finances of the Colony 
that the annual estimates should be agreed to prior to the period from which they 
are to take effect. I will therefore have them submitted for your consideration as 
soon as circumstances will permit. 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council and Gentlemen of the Legislative 
Assembly: 
I beg to assure you of my earnest desire to co-operate with you in all measures 
calculated to promote the public good, and the prosperity of the people. 


His Excellency having retired. The Clerk read the Speech together with the follow- 


Hon. 


ing Communication from His Excellency: 


Vancouver Island, Victoria 
12 September 1864 
To The Honorable The President & Members of the Legislative Council— 
Gentlemen, 
I have the honour to transmit the copy of a Despatch received from the Gover- 


nor of British Columbia on the subject of union between Vancouver Island and 
that Colony. 


I have «xc. &c. 


(signed) A. E. Kennedy 
Governor 


British Columbia, New Westminster 
31 August, 1864 
Sir, 
I have the honour to inform you that I have received a despatch from the 
Secretary of State directing me to report upon a suggestion made by the Legislative 
Assembly of Vancouver Island that the two English Colonies west of the Rocky 
Mountains should be united under one Governor though with some distinct adminis- 
trative Departments. 


The Secretary of State expresses a wish that before sending in my report I 
should consult freely with Your Excellency. As the proposal for union originated 
with the Legislature of the Colony under your Government, I beg leave to know if 
I may soon expect to receive any Communication from Your Excellency on the 
subject. 


I have &c. «c. 
(signed) Frederick Seymour 
Donald Fraser moved that a Committee be appointed to draw up an Address 
in reply to His Excellency’s Speech. 
Hon. Henry Rhodes 2nd the motion. 
The President nominated the following Gentlemen: Hons. the Treasurer, 
R. Finlayson, H. Rhodes. 


The Council then adjourned till Wednesday next at 3 O’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 
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Wednesday, the 14th day of September, 1864 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, Hons. the Treasurer, R. Finlayson, H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 


The Treasurer from the Committee appointed to draw up an Address in answer to 
His Excellency’s Speech brought up the following reply. 
To His Excellency Arthur Edward Kennedy Companion of the Most Honorable 


Order of the Bath Governor and Commander in Chief in and over the Colony 
of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies &c. &c. &c. 


May it please Your Excellency 

We the Legislative Council having with much interest and attention heard 
Your Excellency’s Speech at the opening of the present Session of Parliament 
desire most respectfully to assure Your Excellency that the subjects recently 
brought under our notice and alluded to in Your Excellency’s Speech and the 
further various and important subjects to which Your Excellency has done us the 
honour to direct our attention shall receive our earnest and careful consideration. 


The Council beg to thank Your Excellency for the expression of your desire 
to co-operate with the Legislature in all measures calculated to promote the public 
good and the prosperity of the people. 


Hon. R. Finlayson moved—2nd by Hon. H. Rhodes that the Address be 

agreed to. 
Address agreed to accordingly. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary gave notice that on Friday next the 16th Inst. he 
would move that a Committee be appointed on Standing Orders. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary moved 2nd by Hon. R. Finlayson that the Council 
adjourn to Friday next at one Oclock which was agreed to & the Council 
adjourned accordingly. 


David Cameron C.J. 











Monday, the 19th day of September, 1864 


The Council met this day at 1 O’clock. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, Hon. Henry Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


The President and Members of the Council waited on His Excellency the Governor 
and delivered the Address adopted at the last meeting of the Council. 


On the return of the Members to the Council Chamber The Acting Colonial 
Secretary pursuant to notice moved that a Committee be appointed to draw up 
certain Standing Orders for the Council. 
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The President nominated the following Gentlemen: The Acting Colonial 
Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Hon. the Treasurer, & Hon. 
H. Rhodes. 


Two of whom to be a quorum. 
The Council then adjourned to Wednesday next at 3 Oclock. 


David Cameron. C.J. 
President 








Wednesday, the 21st day of September, 1864 





The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, Hon. H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary presented the following Communication from the 
Governor and moved that it be taken into consideration on Friday next the 
23rd Instant. 


Vancouver Island. Victoria 
21st Sept. 1864. 


To the Honorable the President and Members of the Legislative Council; 


Gentlemen, 


I have the honor to submit the following remarks relative to postal communi- 
cation between British Columbia, Vancouver Island and the Mother Country, for the 
consideration of the Legislature and people of this colony. 

I have been in personal communication with many distinguished and energetic 
men of business in England who are deeply interested in the colonies. 

The present appears to be a most opportune time for re-opening the question, 
inasmuch as we have a distinguished colonist, Mr. Hugh Childers, M.P., occupying 
an influential post at the Admiralty, and who is well known to be thoroughly 
acquainted with our requirements, and favorable to the establishment of a British 
line of mail steamers to connect these colonies with Panama. The present Chancellor 
of the Exchequer is believed to be favorable to the undertaking, provided a good case 
can be shown; and there is a good reason to believe that the Postmaster General will 
recommend any practicable measure for extending postal communication to this part 
of Her Majesty’s dominions. 

A settled form of government having been established in Mexico is another 
and new inducement to those contemplating the establishment of a line of steamers 
which would now have Acapulco and Mazatlan open to them as profitable places of 
call. 

A weighty reason for again bringing forward this question is to be found in the 
fact that the present means of communication from Panama along the North Pacific 
coast is admittedly inadequate to the growing trade. All statistics go to prove this. 
The increased and increasing production of gold in British Columbia and California, 
three-fourths of which is sent to England direct, furnishes additional reason for the 
adoption of a British line in the North Pacific. 

The progress of these colonies renders it a matter of importance to England, 
as well as to them that an improvement in the communication for passengers, mails 
and merchandise, should be at once established. A British line from Panama to 
Vancouver Island would doubtless lead to an extension to China and Japan as being 
the cheapest and most expeditious route between England and those countries, and 
confer incalculable benefit on this colony. 
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Having briefly alluded to some of the reasons which render it expedient to bring 
this question again before the Legislature, it is desirable that the public of these 
colonies should at the same time understand some of the disadvantages they at 
present labor under, and which I believe are without a parallel in any of Her 
Majesty’s dominions. For a fortnightly service irregularly and most inconveniently 
carried out, this colony at present pays $9,000 per annum, together with a loss of 
revenue amounting to $80 per trip, for the carriage of letters between Victoria and 
San Francisco. The charge of each single letter between England and Vancouver 
Island, via Panama, has been lately altered to equal the rate charged via New York, 
letters from England via Panama being formerly charged double those sent via New 
York. Each Times newspaper costs 4d postage, thus practically excluding that and 
other English newspapers from circulation here. A book-post has been established 
between England and the United States, extending to all parts of the latter, but not 
including British Columbia or Vancouver Island. The consequence is that the charge 
for books per post to and from either of these colonies is entirely prohibitory. A 
Colonial Almanac may be sent from Oregon to England for thirty pence, which 
would if sent from British Columbia or Vancouver Island cost as many shillings. 
The evils arising from this anomalous state of the Postal Law practically excluding 
English books are too numerous and too obvious to require comment. 

The San Francisco United States steamers receive no subsidy from their own 
Government which precludes the possibility of the mails being carried with punctu- 
ality or security, or regulated by International Treaty. The time occupied in transit 
between San Francisco and Victoria is generally seven and a half days, and in one 
instance lately mails and passengers for Vancouver Island were detained seventeen 
days at San Francisco, while the steamers under contract to carry the mail to Van- 
couver Island were employed on other services more profitable to their owners. 

In case of any international difficulty with America these colonies would be 
immediately cut off from all postal communication with Great Britain. 

The short stay of steamers arriving at Victoria does not afford sufficient time 
to reply to letters satisfactorily by return mail, and in the case of British Columbia 
it is altogether impossible. 

The disadvantage which Her Majesty’s Naval Forces in the North Pacific must 
labor under in the absence of a line of British steamers is obvious. 

The great distance via Cape Horn practically precludes emigration from the 
Mother Country to these colonies, and without which they can have no sound or 
satisfactory progress. 

There are at present no less than six different lines of European steamers run- 
ning to Panama, and none but American lines running northward from it in the 
Pacific Ocean. The mail from Panama to Vancouver Island, or British Columbia, 
might be easily conveyed in fifteen days, which now occupies twenty-three to twenty- 
five days. 

I now turn to the best and speediest mode of bringing this all important question 
to a practical issue. It is obviously one which closely concerns the best interests 
of the Mother Country as well as these colonies, and the interests of British Colum- 
bia and Vancouver Island are equally at stake. 

The amount of subsidy required to enable a British line to compete successfully 
against the exclusive Navigation Laws of the United States is variously estimated— 
from £25,000 to £50,000 per annum. But whatever the required amount may be, it 
seems but equitable that the respective Legislatures of these Colonies should con- 
tribute according to their means, and this done, bring the case under the notice of her 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, who will doubtless advocate a cause 
which so nearly concerns the settlement and commercial progress of the colonies 
committed to his charge. 

I would wish the honorable the Legislative Council to take this subject into their 
consideration with a view to the correction of an evil which so seriously retards the 
progress of Vancouver Island and the neighboring Colony of British Columbia. 


I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 


Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed,) A. E. Kennedy, 
Governor. 


The Council then adjourned till Friday next the 23 Instant at 2 Oclock. 
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Friday, the 23rd day of September, 1864. 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, Hon. Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary moved the following Resolution 2nded by the Acting 
Attorney General and agreed to unanimously: 

That this Council having had under consideration the Message of His Excel- 
lency the Governor relative to postal communication with England is of opinion 
that it will be most desirable that His Excellency should communicate with the 
Government of British Columbia with a view to obtain the co-operation of 
that Colony and in order to ascertain what amount that Colony would con- 
tribute toward subsidizing a British Line of Mail Steamers between Panama 
and Vancouver Island, and further that His Excellency should take such other 
steps as he might think fit to secure the important object in view. 


The Council then adjourned subject to the call of the President. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 








Wednesday, the 5th day of October, 1864 





The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, The Hon. Henry Rhodes. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 

A Communication from the Legislative Assembly was read forwarding A Bill 
Entitled An Act respecting Barristers and Attorneys at Law. 

The Hon. the Treasurer moved the Ist reading of the Bill. 

2nd by the Hon. Henry Rhodes. 

Bill read a 1st time. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary moved that Bill come up for 2nd reading at 
next meeting of Council. 

The Acting Attorney General gave notice of motion that at the next meeting of 
Council he would move the following Resolutions. That this Council is of 
opinion 

That the Establishment and maintenance of Common Schools at the Public 
charge for the education of the children of those Members of the Community 
whose means do not allow them to pay the cost of Established Schools is a 
primary duty in every State and has a direct application to this Colony. 
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2. That secular and moral education and instruction in the tenets of any 
particular doctrine or faith are matters distinct and separable one from the 
other and do not require to be imparted by the same Instructor or under the 
same roof. 


3. That works and writings of a religious character however elementary 
and incontrovertible cannot in themselves form part of the course of education 
at any School without causing well founded misgivings of their being expounded 
by the Instructors in accordance with their known convictions in matters of 
faith. ; 

4. That Common Schools in this Colony should in justice to the known 
variety of Religious persuasions here existing be confined to secular and moral 
instruction only and that religious instruction and religious works and writings 
of every description should not be permitted to form any part of their discipline. 


5. That resolutions such as the above enunciating definite principles are 
sufficient to guide the Executive in the Employment of such sums as may from 
time to time be voted for the purposes of education and that the subject is 
not one which requires any other form of Legislative action. 


The Hon. the Treasurer moved that the Council adjourn till 3 Oclock on Friday 
next. 


2nd by Hon. H. Rhodes. 


The Council then adjourned accordingly. 


David Cameron C.J. 








Tuesday, the 11th day of October, 1864 





The Council met this day at 3. P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attor- 
ney General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor General (Acting), Hons. R. 
Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to and the 
Acting Surveyor General having taken the Oath of Allegiance. 


The Chief Justice gave notice of a Bill to obtain a Declaration of Title. 


The Acting Attorney General requested permission of the Council to withdraw the 
resolutions brought in by him at the meeting of the Council on the Sth Instant 
in regard to Education. 


Hon. R. Finlayson 2nded the motion & the Resolutions were withdrawn. 
The Treasurer moved that the Bill respecting Barristers & Attorneys be read a 
2nd time. 
Hon. R. Finlayson 2nded & the Bill was read a 2nd time. 
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The Treasurer moved that the consideration of the Bill in Committee be 
postponed till the Bill be printed which was agreed to. Mr. Finlayson non 
content. 

Moved by the Chief Justice that the Council adjourn till Monday next at 3 P.M. 
2nded by the Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Council then adjourned accordingly. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 











Monday, the 17th day of October, 1864 





The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Hon. R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 
The Barristers and Attorneys Bill came up in Committee. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary moved that its consideration in Committee 
be deferred till next meeting of Council. 


The Council thereupon adjourned to Friday next the 21st Instant at 3 Oclock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 





Friday, the 21st day of October, 1864 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, The 
Acting Attorney General, The Acting Surveyor General, The Hons. R. Fin- 
layson, Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A message from the House of Assembly was read transmitting a Bill to appropriate 
the sum of Twelve Hundred Pounds Sterling per annum from the General 
Revenue of the Colony for the salary of a Chief Justice. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary presented the following Message from His Excellency 
the Governor— 
Vancouver Island 
Victoria 21st October 1864 
To the Honble. the President and Members of the Legislative Council 


Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to enclose a copy of certain Resolutions agreed to by the 
Legislative Assembly relative to the question of uniting the Colonies of Vancouver 
Island and British Columbia. 

Thave &c. &c. &. 
(signed) A. E. Kennedy 
Governor 
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RESOLUTIONS 


Passed by the Legislative Assembly in Committee of the Whole House Octr. 13th 
1864. Confirmed by the House Octr. 14 1864. 


Resolved that this House is of opinion 


1. That there should be a Federal union of Vancouver Island and British 
Columbia. 

2. That the Federal Government should be vested in a Governor and Federal 
Legislative Council. 

3. That the Legislative Council be composed of an equal number of persons 
from each Colony. 

4, That there shall be one Governor for both Colonies. 

5. That the Governor and Federal Legislative Council should have jurisdiction 
over all public questions in which both Colonies have a Common interest. 

6. That the local Legislative Institutions in each Colony remain as they are. 

7. That each local Legislature should have the right to determine the mode of 
taxation within its jurisdiction for Federal as well as local purposes. 

8. That the Crown Revenues be the property of the Federal Government. 

9. That all laws, usages, and liabilities of each Colony, except where altered by 
Act of Federal Union remain as they are till changed by the Federal or local Legis- 
latures respectively. 

Resolved that His Excellency the Governor be respectfully requested to enter 
into negotiation with His Excellency the Governor of British Columbia with the 
object of establishing a Federal Union of Vancouver Island and British Columbia 
based on the provisions of the previous Resolution. 

That His Excellency the Governor be respectfully urged to submit any question 
of difference not affecting our free port trade policy between himself and the Gover- 
nor of British Columbia respecting the proposed federal union to Her Majesty’s 
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies for final decision binding on both 
Colonies. 


That a Committee of three be appointed to explain the views of this House as 
embraced in the foregoing Resolutions to His Excellency the Governor. 


That the foregoing Resolutions be transmitted to His Excellency the Governor. 


(signed) R.W. Torrens 
Clerk of the House 


The Resolutions were ordered to be laid upon the table. 
A Bill for obtaining a Declaration of Title was read a Ist time. 
The Council then went into Committee on a Bill respecting Barristers and Attorneys. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The Chief Justice having resumed the Chair. 
The Treasurer reported progress in the Bill & asked leave to sit again. 
Leave granted & the Council adjourned till Monday next the 24th Inst. at 3 O’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 








Wednesday, the 26th day of October, 1864 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 


General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General, Hons. R. Finlayson, 
H. Rhodes. 
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The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The Council went into Committee on A Bill respecting Barristers and Attorneys. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The Chief Justice having resumed the Chair. 
The Treasurer reported progress in the Bill and asked leave to sit again 
which was granted. 
The Council then adjourned till Friday the 28th Instant at 3 P.M. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 











Friday, the 28th day of October, 1864 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor General, Hons. R. Finlayson, Henry 
Rhodes. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


A Message from the House of Assembly was read transmitting a Bill entitled An 
Act to provide for the election of a Mayor and Councillors for the City of 
Victoria on the 8th day of November, A.D. 1864. 

The Bill was read a 1st time. 

The Acting Attorney General moved that the Standing Orders of the Council 
be suspended and the Bill read a 2nd time. 2nded by the Hon. R. Finlayson 
and agreed to nem. con. 

The Treasurer moved that the Council go into Committee on the Bill on 
Monday next. 2nded by Hon. the Acting Attorney General and agreed to 
nem. con. 

The Hon. R. Finlayson moved 2nd reading of the Chief Justice’s permanent salary 
Bill. The Hon. H. Rhodes 2nd & the Bill was read a 2nd time. 

A Bill for obtaining a declaration of Title was read a 2nd time. 

Chief Justice moved and the Acting Attorney General 2nded. 

The Council then went into Committee for the Continued Consideration of a “Bill 
respecting Barristers and Attorneys at Law.” 

The Treasurer in the Chair. 

The Chief Justice having resumed the Chair. 

The Treasurer reported the Bill complete with amendments. 


The Council then adjourned till Monday next at 3 O’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 
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Monday, the 31st day of October, 1864 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General, The Hon. Henry 
Rhodes. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting having been read and Confirmed. 

The Council went into Committee on a Bill entitled An Act to provide for the elec- 
tion of a Mayor and Councillors for the City of Victoria on the 8th day of 
November 1864. 

The Attorney General in the Chair. 

The Chief Justice having resumed the Chair. 

The Acting Attorney General reported the Bill complete with Amendments. 

The Chief Justice moved that the Standing Orders be suspended and the Bill 
be read a 3rd time and passed. 

2nded by the Hon. Henry Rhodes and the Bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

The Bill respecting Barristers and Attorneys at Law was read a third time and 
passed. 

The Council then went into Committee on a Bill entitled An Act to appropriate the 
sum of £1200. from the General Revenue of the Colony for the salary of a Chief 
Justice. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair. 
The Chief Justice having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Colonial Secretary reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
The Treasurer gave notice that he would move at the next meeting that the 
Bill be recommitted. 
The Council then adjourned till Wednesday at 3 O’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 


Wednesday, the 2nd day of November, 1864 





The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, Hons. R. Finlayson, H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


A message from the House of Assembly was read agreeing to the Amendments of the 
Council to the Provisional Act for the election of Mayor and Councillors 1864. 
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The Council then went into Committee on a Bill Entitled An Act for obtaining a 
Declaration of Title. 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The Chief Justice having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported progress in the Bill and asked leave 
to sit again—leave granted. 


A message from the House of Assembly was read requesting a Conference with the 
Council on the subject of the amendments to the Barrister’s and Attorney’s 
Bill. 

The Council agreed to have a Conference accordingly and appointed Mon- 
day the 7th November at 3 O’clock for the purpose. 


The Treasurer moved the recommittal of the Chief Justices permanent salary Bill— 
no seconder. 


Mr. Finlayson moved Bill be read a 3rd time. Acting Colonial Secretary 
2nded. 
Bill read a 3rd time accordingly and passed. The Treasurer non content. 


The Council then adjourned till Monday at 3 O’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 











Monday, the 7th day of November, 1864: 


The Council met this day in conference with the Legislative Assembly on 
A Bill entitled An Act respecting Barristers and Attorneys at Law. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Sur- 
veyor General, Hons. R. Finlayson, H. Rhodes. 


The President of the Council having stated the objects of the Conference. 
Mr. De Cosmos from the House of Assembly explained the views of the 
House. 
Mr. C. B. Young & Dr. Dickson also addressed the Council in regard to 
their proposed amendments to the Barristers & Attorneys Bill and the Con- 
ference then adjourned till tomorrow week the 15 Instant. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 
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Tuesday, the 15th day of November, 1864 





The Council met this day to resume the consideration in Conference of the 
amendments made by the Legislative Council to a Bill entitled An Act respect- 
ing Barristers and Attorneys at Law. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, The Acting Surveyor General, The Hons. R. Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 


After some discussion on the Amendments the President of the Council informed 
the Members of the House that the Council would Communicate its decision 
to the House in writing. 

The Council then adjourned sine die. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 











Friday, the 25th day of November, 1864 





The Council met this day at 2.30. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Hon. H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last Council having been read and Confirmed. 


A message from the House of Assembly was read agreeing to the Amendment of 
the Council to the Chief Justice’s Salary Bill. 


The Acting Attorney General moved the following Resolution in reference to the 
recent conference on the subject of the amendments to the Barristers & Attor- 
neys Bill— 

That it is the opinion of this Council that the amendment following will 
meet the wishes of the Honble. the Legislative Assembly; viz; 


In clause I Insert between the words ‘“‘admit” and “to act” “And the said 
Supreme Court shall approve and admit.” 


2nd by the Chief Justice and agreed to. 
In reference to the 8th clause of the Bill, the Council agreed to insist on its 
being struck out. 
The Council then went into Committee on a Bill for obtaining a Declaration of Title. 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The Chief Justice having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported progress in the Bill and asked leave 
to sit again. 
Leave granted and the Council adjourned till Wednesday next at 3 o’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 
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Wednesday, the 30th day of November, 1864 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting a Bill entitled An 
Act relating to the office of Coroner, and A Bill Entitled an Act to amend the 
Land Registry Act, 1860, which were read a 1st time and ordered to be printed. 

The Council then resumed the consideration in Committee of a Bill entitled An 
Act for obtaining a Declaration of Title, at clause XXIX. 

The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 

The Chief Justice having resumed the Chair. 

The Acting Attorney General reported progress in the Bill and asked leave to 
sit again, and the Council adjourned to Monday next at 3 Oclock. 














Monday, the 5th day of December, 1864 





A quorum of Members not being present there was no meeting. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 











Thursday, the 5th day of January, 1865 





The Council met this day pursuant to a notice by the President. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, Hon. H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


Messages from the Legislative Assembly were read Transmitting 


1. A Bill entitled An Act respecting Barristers and Attorneys at Law with 
certain of the Amendments of the Council thereto agreed to. 

2. A Bill to increase the jurisdiction of Inferior Courts of Civil Justice to 
the sum of Two Hundred Pounds. 

3. A Bill respecting the Medical Board and Practitioners in Medicine and 
surgery. 

The Council then went into Committee on a Bill for obtaining a Declaration of Title. 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
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The Acting Attorney General reported progress in the Bill and asked leave 
to sit again—which was granted. 


The Hon. H. Rhodes presented a Petition signed by the Mayor and Councillors 
and others of the City of Victoria against the passing by the Legislative 
Council of the Coroner’s Bill, which was ordered to be laid upon the Table. 


The Coroner’s Bill then came up for a 2nd reading and on motion of the Acting 
Attorney General seconded by the Acting Colonial Secretary was ordered to 
be read this day six months nem. con. 


The Chief Justice having informed the Members of Council that the order of the 
next day’s meeting would be the 2nd reading of the Land Registry Bill. 


The Council adjourned to Monday next the 9th Inst. at 3 Oclock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 














Monday, the 9th day of January, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3. P.M. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Attorney General, The Treasurer, The 
Hons. Henry Rhodes, R. Finlayson. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


A message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting A Bill for taking a 
Census. 


A Bill to amend the Land Registry Act 1860 was on motion of the Acting Attorney 
General 2nded by the Treasurer read a 2nd time—nem. con. 


A Bill for taking a Census was read a Ist time. 


A Bill respecting the medical Board and Practitioners in Medicine and surgery 
was read a Ist time. 


A Bill to increase the Jurisdiction of Inferior Courts was read a 1st time. 


A message from the Legislative Assembly was read forwarding further amendments 
to a Bill respecting Barristers and Attorneys at Law which were agreed to on 
motion of the Treasurer 2nded by the Acting Attorney General, nem. con. 

The Council then went into Committee on a Bill to obtain a Declaration of Title. 

The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 

The President having resumed the Chair. 

The Acting Attorney General reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
Bill ordered to be engrossed and brought up for a third reading. 
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Hon. Henry Rhodes presented a Petition against A Bill Entitled An Act respecting 
the medical Board and Practitioners of Medicine and Surgery which was 
ordered to be laid upon the Table. 


The Council then adjourned to Thursday next at 3 O’clock. 
Henry Wakeford 


Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Tuesday, the 17th day of January, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Hons. Henry Rhodes, R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 


A Bill entitled An Act for obtaining a Declaration of Title was read a third time 
and passed. 


The Acting Attorney [General] asked leave to bring in a Bill to repeal a portion 
of the First Telegraph Act which was granted. 


The Council then went into Committee on a Bill to amend “the Land Registry Act 
1860.” 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported progress in the Bill and asked leave 
to sit again. 
Leave having been granted. 
The Council adjourned sine die. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 











Monday, the 23rd day of January, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 
Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, Hons. R. Finlayson, H. Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
A message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting the following Bills 


Viz. 
10 
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A Bill respecting Common Schools and A Bill entitled “the Vancouver 
Island Mercantile Law amendment Act 1865.” 


The Acting Attorney General pursuant to notice brought in a Bill to repeal a por- 
tion of the 1st Telegraph Act 1864, which was read a Ist time. 


The Acting Attorney General asked leave to bring in Bill in regard to the Postal 

Service of the Colony. 
Leave granted. 

A Bill Entitled the Medical Registration Act 1865 came up for a 2nd reading and 
on motion of the Acting Colonial Secretary the consideration was postponed 
to this day fortnight. 

2nded by the Treasurer. 
The Council then went into Committee on a Bill entitled An Act to amend the 
Land Registry Act 1860. 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported progress with the Bill. 


The Acting Attorney General moved 2nded by Mr. Finlayson that a Com- 
mittee of the whole Council be appointed to confer with Mr. Alston on the 
Land Registry Bill which was agreed to nem. con. 


The Council then adjourned sine die. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Tuesday, the 31st day of January, 1865 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, The Hons. R. Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Acting Attorney General pursuant to notice brought in a Bill to provide for 
the Postal Service which was read a 1st time. 


The Acting Attorney General moved that a Bill to repeal a portion of the First Tele- 
graph Act 1864 be read a 2nd time. 


The Treasurer seconded the motion and the Bill was read a 2nd time nem. 
con. 

The Acting Attorney General moved that the Standing orders of the Council 
be suspended and the Council go into Committee on the Bill. 2nded by the 
Treasurer & agreed to nem. con. 


The Council then went into Committee on the Bill accordingly. 
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The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported the Bill Complete with Amendments. 
The Bill was then ordered to be Engrossed and brought up for a third read- 
ing at next meeting of the Council. 
The Council then adjourned to Friday next the 3rd Inst. at 3. O’clock. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Friday, the 3rd day of February, 1865 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment, at 3. P.M. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Hons. 
Henry Rhodes, R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 


The Acting Attorney General gave notice of motion to be allowed to withdraw A 
Bill Entitled An Act to regulate the Postal Service. 


A Bill entitled An Act to repeal a portion of “the First Telegraph Act 1864” was 
then read a third time and passed. 


The Council then went into Committee on a Bill Entitled “An Act to amend the 
Land Registry Act 1860.” 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 


The Acting Attorney General reported the Bill complete with amendments, 
which were ordered to be engrossed and the Bill brought up for a 3rd reading 
at the next meeting of the Council. 


The Council then adjourned till Tuesday next at 3 O’clock. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Wednesday, the 15th day of February, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The [Acting] Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Hon. R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
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The Acting Attorney [General] moved 2nded by the Colonial Secretary the 3rd 
reading of a Bill entitled “An Act to amend The Land Registry Act 1860,” 
which was agreed to nem. con. and the Bill read a 3rd time and passed. 

The Acting Attorney General introduced a Bill to regulate the Postal Service. 

The Standing Orders of the Council were then suspended and the Bill read 
a first time, nem. con. 
The following Bills were then read a Ist time: 
A Bill respecting Common Schools. 
A Bill to provide for taking the Census of the Colony and for obtaining other 
statistical information. 
A Bill entitled The Mercantile Law Amendment Act. 

A Bill respecting the Medical Board and Practitioners in Medicine and Surgery then 
came up for a 2nd reading on Motion of the Acting Attorney General 2nded 
by The Hon. R. Finlayson. 

The President having put the motion 
Ayes—The Acting Attorney General, Hon. R. Finlayson. 
Noes—The Treasurer and Acting Colonial Secretary. 
Motion lost. 
The Council then adjourned to Tuesday next at 3 O’clock. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 











Tuesday, the 21st day of February, 1865 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, The Hons. Henry Rhodes, 
R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary stated that he was Commanded by His Excellency 
the Governor to lay before the Council the following Resolutions of the Legis- 


lative Assembly: 
Vancouver Island 

Resolutions Confirmed by the House 27th January 1865 

Resolved, That this House after having taken into consideration the present state 
of the Colony is firmly convinced that it is expedient at the present time to observe 
the strictest economy in the public expenditure compatible with the efficiency of the 
public service, and that the immediate Union of this Colony with British Columbia 
under such Constitution as Her Majesty’s Government may be pleased to grant is the 
means best adapted to prevent permanent causes of depression, as well as to stimu- 
late trade, foster industry, develop our resources augment our population and ensure 
our permanent prosperity. 
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And this House pledges itself, in case Her Majesty’s Government shall grant 
such union to ratify the same by Legislative enactment if required. 


Resolved, That the above Resolution be transmitted to His Excellency the 
Governor with the respectful request that he may take the same into his earnest and 
immediate consideration. 

(signed) R.W. Torrens 
Clerk of the House 


The Resolutions were ordered to be laid upon the table. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary brought in a Bill to amend “the City of Victoria 
Incorporation Act 1862” and moved that the Standing orders of the Council 
be suspended and the Bill read a 1st time. 

The Treasurer seconded the motion which was agreed to nem. con. and the 
Bill read a 1st time. 

The Bill was then ordered to be brought up for a 2nd reading at the next 
meeting of the Council. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary moved 2nd reading of “the Medical Registration Act 
186527 

Hon. Henry Rhodes moved that the second reading be postponed. 
Agreed to nem. con. 

The School Bill came up a 2nd reading and on motion of the Acting Colonial Secre- 
tary 2nded by Hon. H. Rhodes and agreed to nem. con. was ordered to be 
referred to a select Committee. 

The Bill for taking a Census of the Colony came up for a 2nd reading and on motion 
of the Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary 2nded by Hon. H. Rhodes was 
ordered to be referred to a select Committee. 

“The Mercantile Law Amendment Bill” was on motion of the Treasurer 2nded by 
Hon. H. Rhodes read a 2nd time—nem. con. 

A Bill to regulate the Postal Service of the Colony came up for a 2nd reading on 
motion of the Hon. Acting Colonial Secretary. 

2nded by The Treasurer. 
2nd reading deferred till Attorney General be present. 


The Council then adjourned till Friday next at 3 O’clock. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Friday, the 24th day of February, 1865 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, The Acting Surveyor General, The Hons. R. Finlayson, H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 
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The Acting Colonial Secretary moved the 2nd reading of A Bill entitled “An Act 
to explain and amend the Victoria Incorporation Act, 1862.” 

2nded by the Hon. H. Rhodes and the Bill was read a 2nd time. 

The Acting Attorney General moved that the Standing Orders of the Council 
be suspended and the Council go into Committee on the Bill. Agreed to nem. 
Con. 

The Council then went into Committee on the Bill. 

The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 

The President having resumed the Chair. 

The Acting Attorney General reported progress in the Bill and asked leave 
to sit again. 

Leave granted. 

The Council then adjourned till Monday next at 3 O’clock. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Monday, the 27th day of February, 1865 


The Council met this day at three O’clock. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Acting 
Surveyor General, The Hons. R. Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The Council resumed the consideration in Committee, of a Bill entitled ““An Act 
to explain and amend ‘the Victoria Incorporation Act, 1862’.” 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported progress in the Bill and asked leave 
to sit again. 
Leave granted. 
The Hon. R. Finlayson gave notice that he would move at the next meeting that 
the Council take into consideration the Resolutions passed by the Legislative 


Assembly on the state of the Colony and laid on the Council Table by Com- 
mand of His Excellency on the 21st instant. 


The Council then adjourned till Wednesday next the 1st March 1865. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 
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Wednesday, the Ist day of March, 1865 





The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, The Acting Surveyor General, The Hons. R. Finlayson, H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Hon. R. Finlayson gave notice that he would introduce at the next meeting of 
the Council certain Resolutions in regard to the Union of this Colony with 
British Columbia. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary laid on the Table the following Report of the Select 
Committee on the Census Bill— 
27th February 1865. 


Your Committee have considered “A Bill to provide for taking the Census 
of the Colony and for obtaining other statistical information” and are of opinion 
that in the absence of any sufficient machinery which would be provided by the 
creation of Registrars of Births Deaths and Marriages it is not at present practicable 
to carry out the provisions of the proposed Bill and that therefore it should be post- 
poned. 


Your Committee further beg to report that being impressed with the importance 
of collecting statistics at an early period they are of opinion that His Excellency the 
Governor should be requested to take such steps for that purpose as he may deem 
desirable pending Legislation on the subject. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary gave notice that he wd. move at next meeting 
of Council that the Report be adopted by the Council and 

That this Council is impressed with the importance of collecting Statistics 
at an early period and that His Excellency the Governor be respectfully re- 
quested to take such steps for that purpose as he may deem desirable pending 
Legislation on the subject. 


The Hon. H. Rhodes moved that A Bill Entitled An Act to explain and amend the 
Victoria Incorporation Act, 1862 be read a 3rd time. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary 2nded the motion. 

The Acting Attorney General moved that the Standing orders of the Council 
be suspended and the Bill be recommitted. 2nded by the Treasurer and 
carried. 

The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 

The President having resumed the Chair. 

The Acting Attorney General reported progress in the Bill and asked leave 
to sit again. Leave granted. 


The Acting Attorney General moved that A Bill Entitled An Act to provide for the 
Postal Service be read a 2nd time. 
Acting Colonial Secretary 2nded the motion and the Bill was read a 2nd 
time. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Bill. 
The Hon. Henry Rhodes in the Chair. 
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The President having resumed the Chair. 

The Hon. H. Rhodes reported progress in the Bill and asked leave to sit 
again. 

Leave having been granted. 


The Council adjourned to tomorrow at 3 oclock. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 





Thursday, the 2nd day of March, 1865 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 


surer, The Acting Surveyor General, The Hons. R. Finlayson, H. Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Council resumed the consideration in Committee of a Bill Entitled an Act to 


explain and amend “The Victoria Incorporation Act 1862.” 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported the Bill complete with Amendments. 


Mr. Finlayson pursuant to notice introduced the following Resolutions which were 


2nded by the Hon. Henry Rhodes— 

1. That Her Most gracious Majesty may be requested to annex the Colony 
of Vancouver Island to the Colony of British Columbia. 

2. That Her Most gracious Majesty may be pleased to direct the passage 
of An Act of the Imperial Parliament to provide a Constitutional mode of 
Government with representation on the basis of population to the British 
Possessions in the North Pacific. 


The Treasurer handed in the following Amendment to the proposed Resolutions 


of the Hon. R. Finlayson 

That this Council regards it as undesirable to express an opinion as to the 
expediency or otherwise of uniting the Colonies of Vancouver Island and 
British Columbia. 

The Chairman having put the amendment of the Treasurer—the following 
were the Ayes and noes. 

For the Amendment—The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, the Acting Surveyor General. 

Against the Amendment—Hon. R. Finlayson and the Hon. H. Rhodes— 
amendment carried. 
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The Acting Colonial Secretary pursuant to notice moved the following resolutions. 


Resolved, “That this Council do adopt the Report of the Select Committee 
to whom was referred A Bill to provide for taking the Census of the Colony 
and for obtaining other statistical information.” 


Resolved, That this Council is impressed with the importance of collecting 
statistics at an early period and that His Excellency the Governor be respect- 
fully requested to take such steps for that purpose as he may deem desirable 
pending legislation on the subject. 


2nded by the Acting Attorney General and agreed to nem. con. 


The Hon. H. Rhodes gave notice that he would hand in a Protest against the Reso- 
lution of the Council in regard to Union of this Colony with British Columbia. 


The Council on motion of the Acting Attorney General then went into Committee 
on a Bill Entitled “An Act to establish the Postal service.” 
The Hon. H. Rhodes in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Hon. H. Rhodes reported progress in the Bill and asked leave to sit 
again. 
Leave having been granted. 


The Council adjourned to tomorrow at 3 O'clock. 
Tho. L. Wood 


Acting Attorney General 
in the absence of the President. 











Friday, the 3rd day of March, 1865 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: The Acting Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Hon. Henry Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 


The Treasurer rose to a question of privilege and requested that the following State- 
ment might be entered on the Minutes of the Council— 


In the report of the proceedings of this Council as published in the “British 
Colonist” newspaper the Treasurer is reported to have said that he was not prepared 
to say “that it (Union) was altogether desirable as it might work injuriously in some 
respects.” 


What I did say was this (speaking of the Resolutions of the House of Assembly) 
“That the request by the representatives of the people of this Colony would no doubt 
receive the earnest consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, but it was not for 
me to say that Union however desirable or otherwise, could be granted by Her 
Majesty’s Government. That it is quite immaterial whether we have union or annex- 
ation as in either case our political privileges would be regarded in the joining 


298 3 MARCH 1865 


together of our political institutions and that in the event of Her Majestys Govern- 
ment being unable to bring about the amicable union sought by the House of 
Assembly no doubt annexation would be the next step”. 

The Acting Attorney General and the Hon. Henry Rhodes coincided with 
the remarks of the Hon. the Treasurer as to the inaccuracies in the newspaper 
reports—and the correction of the Treasurer was ordered to be placed on the 


Minutes. 
The Council then adjourned till Monday next at 3 o’clock. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Monday, the 6th day of March, 1865 





The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, The Hons. R. Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Henry Rhodes handed in the following Protest which was ordered to be 
placed on the Minutes. 


To the Honorable The President of the Legislative Council 

We the undersigned being the only unofficial Members of the Legislative Coun- 
cil present at the meeting on the 2nd instant and being Merchants in the City of 
Victoria do protest against the Resolution of the Legislative Council in regard to the 
Union Resolutions which then came up for discussion, Because, 

lst The Resolution “That the Council regard it as undesirable to express an 
opinion as to the expediency or otherwise of uniting the Colonies of Vancouver 
Island and British Columbia” was carried by the official Members of the Council 
only who are at all times the majority of the said Council. 

2nd We consider it unwise and impolitic to postpone indefinitely the con- 
sideration of the subject for the reason that we know the feeling of the Colony 
to be in favour of union of the Colonies and that since the question has been so 
thoroughly considered recently and the entire community agitated upon the subject 
the present is the most desirable time for decisive action in the matter. 

That the postponement of the settlement of the question will greatly disturb 
commerce prevent enterprise and do much injury to both Colonies, while on the 
other hand the sooner the question is settled the better it must be for all the interests 
of both Colonies. 


Victoria 
March 6, 1865 
(signed) Henry Rhodes 
Rodk. Finlayson 
The Council then resumed the consideration in Committee of The Postal Service 
Bill Clause XIII. 


Hon. Henry Rhodes in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
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The Hon. H. Rhodes reported progress in the Bill and asked leave to sit 
again. 
Leave having been granted. 


The Council adjourned till Wednesday next at 3 o’clock. 


Tho. L. Wood 
Acting Attorney General 
in the absence of the President 











Wednesday, the 8th day of March, 1865 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, The Hon. Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A message from the Legislative Assembly was read returning A Bill entitled An 
Act to amend “the Land Registry Act 1860” and agreeing to the Amendments 
of the Council thereto— excepting two. 

The Council then went into Committee on A Bill entitled An Act to provide for 
the Postal Service Clause XXIII. 

The Hon. Henry Rhodes in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Hon. Henry Rhodes reported progress in the Bill and asked leave to 
sit again. 
Leave having been granted. 
The Council adjourned to Saturday next at 2 o’clock. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Attorney General 
in the absence of the President 








Saturday, the 11th day of March, 1865 





The Council met this day at 2 o’clock. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, The Hon. R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Council went into Committee on A Bill Entitled “the Mercantile law Amend- 
ment Act.” 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
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The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported the Bill as having been progressed 
with and asked leave to sit again. 
Leave having been granted. 
The Council adjourned till Monday next at 3 o’clock. 


T. L. Wood 
Acting Attorney General 
in the absence of the President 














Monday, the 13th day of March, 1865 





The Council met this day at 3 o’clock. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, The Hon. H. Rhodes. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 

A message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting A Bill entitled An 
Act to grant jurisdiction to Justices of the Peace and Stipendiary Magistrates 
in Civil cases. 

The Bill was read a 1st time. 
The Council then went into Committee on A Bill Entitled An Act to Establish the 
Postal Service. 
The Hon. Henry Rhodes in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Hon. Henry Rhodes reported the Bill complete with admendments. 
The Bill was then ordered to be brought up for a 3rd reading at the next 
meeting of the Council. 

The Counter Amendments of the Legislative Assembly to the Amendments of the 
Council to a Bill Entitled “An Act to amend The Land Registry Act, 1860” 
were considered by the Council and agreed to—nem. con. 

The Council then resumed the Consideration in Committee of A Bill Entitled “the 
Mercantile Law Amendment Act, 1865.” 

The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 

The President having resumed the Chair. 

The Acting Attorney General reported progress in the Bill and asked leave 
to sit again. Leave having been granted. 

The Council adjourned till tomorrow at 3 o’clock. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 
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Tuesday, the 14th day of March, 1865 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment—(at 3 P.M.) 
Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Colonial Treasurer, The Hon. Henry 
Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 
A Bill Entitled An Act to establish the Postal Service was read a 3rd time and 
passed. 
The Council then adjourned to tomorrow at 3 o’clock. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Wednesday, the 15th day of March, 1865 





The Council met this day at three P.M. pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, The Hon. H. Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 
The Council resumed the consideration in Committee of A Bill Entitled the Mer- 
cantile law Amendment Act, 1865. 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported the Bill complete with amendments. 


The Council then adjourned sine die. 
Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Friday, the 17th day of March, 1865 





Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Colonial 
Treasurer, The Hon. Henry Rhodes. 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 
A Bill to amend the Mercantile Law Act was read a third time and passed. 


A Bill respecting Common Schools was read a 2nd time. 
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The Chairman of the Select Committee on a Bill respecting Common Schools 
handed in the following report. 
Your Committee have considered this Bill and beg to recommend that it 
should be passed with the following modifications. 
Strike out Clause 1. 
Amend Clause 2 to read as follows; 

I. It shall be lawful for the Governor from time to time to appoint not 
less than five persons who shall constitute a General Board of Education, 
three of whom shall form a quorum. 

Amend Clause 3 to read as follows, 

II. It shall be lawful for the Governor to appoint a Superintendent of 
Education for the said colony, who shall ex officio, be Secretary of the 
said Board, and record the proceedings thereof. 

Insert between clauses 2 and 3 the following which become clauses 2 and 3, 

The General Board of Education shall be a body corporate, with all the 
general powers by law affecting or relating to bodies corporate, and all 
school property shall be vested in such General Board. The General 
Board of Education shall meet at least once a month, and shall report to 
the Governor as to the state and condition of common schools, and other 
particulars relating thereto, at such times and in such manner and form 
as the Governor shall from time to time in that behalf direct. 

Strike out clauses 4 and 5. 
Amend clause 5 as follows, 

IV. It shall be lawful for the said Board from time to time, with the 
approval of the Governor, to establish as many school districts in the said 
colony as they shall deem expedient, and to prescribe such course of 
education and discipline, and to select and prescribe for use in each dis- 
trict school such books as they may think best, and to authorized the pur- 
chase and distribution thereof. 

Strike out clauses 7 to 40 and substitute for them the following, 

V. It shall be lawful for the Governor from time to time to appoint 
such persons as he shall think fit, to be teachers of Common Schools. 

VI. It shall be lawful for the Governor, from time to time, to appoint 
a local Board of Education, of not less than three persons, in any school 
district, if he shall think it expedient so to do. 

VII. Such last named Board shall have power and authority to visit 
and report on the state of the schools within its district, for the informa- 
tion and guidance of the General Board of Education. 

VII. The general mode of transacting business by such Local Board 
of Education, and the nature of the reports to be furnished, shall be sub- 
ject to the order and direction of the General Board of Education. 

IX. The duties of all Teachers of Common Schools shall be subject 
to the order and direction of the General Board of Education. 
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X. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent of Education to visit 
Common Schools and report thereon, by the order and according to the 
instructions of the General Board of Education. 

Amend clause 42 by inserting the word “General” before the word Board. 
Strike out clauses 43 to 55 and substitute the following, 

XIII. Every Common School shall be open to the children of persons 
of all denominations, with power of expulsion in case of gross misconduct, 
at the discretion of the General Board of Education. 

XIV. The General Board of Education shall have power to regulate 
the amount of School fees payable for Educational purposes in any Com- 
mon School, so, however, that the same do not exceed fifty centimes per 
month for each scholar, and shall have power, if occasion require, to 
remit the payment of such fees in whole or in part. Provided always 
that such fees shall be applied by the said board to such school purposes 
as they may see fit. 


The Hon. H. Rhodes moved 2nd by the Acting Attorney General that the Report 
be adopted as an amendment to the Bill sent down by the Lower House. 
Agreed to nem. con. 
The Standing Orders having been suspended. 
The Bill was read a 3rd time & passed. 


The. Acting Attorney General moved the 2nd reading of the Medical Bill. 
The Treasurer 2nded. Carried. 
Acting Attorney General and Treasurer Content. 
Mr. Rhodes non content. The Acting Colonial Secretary non content. 
The Chairman gave his casting vote in favour of the Second reading. 
Mr. Rhodes moved that Bill be referred to Select Committee. Treasurer 
seconded, carried. 
Council adjd. sine die. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Friday, the 24th day of March, 1865 


The Council met this day pursuant to a notice by the President. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, The Hons. Henry Rhodes, R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


The Acting Attorney General moved that the Standing orders of the Council be 
suspended in order to [permit] the introduction of A Bill relating to Gold 
Mining. 
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The Treasurer 2nded. Agreed to nem. con. 

The Acting Attorney General moved that the Bill be read a lst time pro 
forma. 

The Treasurer moved that the Bill be printed. 

The Hon. H. Rhodes 2nded. Agreed to nem. con. 

The Bill was thereupon ordered to be printed. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary moved that A Bill to amend the Law of Evidence 
be read a Ist time. 

Agree to nem. con.. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary moved that the standing orders of the Council 
be suspended with a view to the introduction of a Bill to amend the Law of 
Evidence. 

The Treasurer 2nded. Agreed to nem. con. 


A Message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting a Bill to apply 
the sum of Two Hundred and ninety eight thousand six hundred and eighteen 
Dollars and Twenty five Cents out of the General Revenue of the Colony 
of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies to the service of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty five. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary moved that the standing orders of the Council 
be suspended. 

The Treasurer 2nded. Agreed to nem. con. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary moved that the Bill be read a 1st time. 

The Treasurer 2nded. Agreed to. 

Bill read a 1st time. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary moved that the Standing Orders of the 
Council be suspended—(The Treasurer 2nded) and that the Bill be read a 
2nd time. Agreed to nem. con. 

The Council then went into Committee on the Bill. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair. 

The President having resumed the Chair. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary reported progress and asked leave to sit 
again. Leave granted. 


The Council then adjourned till Monday the 27th March at 3. P.M. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Tuesday, the 28th day of March, 1865 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, The Surveyor General, 
Hon. R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 
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The Council resumed the Consideration in Committee of the Appropriation Bill. 
The Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete without amendments. 
The Acting Colonial Secretary moved that the Bill be read a 3rd time and 
passed. 
Hon. R. Finlayson 2nded. 
The Bill was then read a 3rd time accordingly and passed the Council. 


The Council then adjourned sine die. Henry Wakeford 


Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 














Friday, the 7th day of April, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, The Hons. R. Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary moved that A Bill to Amend the Law of Evidence be 
read a 2nd time. 
The Acting Attorney General 2nded the motion. 
Bill read a 2nd time nem. con. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Bill. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Treasurer reported the Bill without amendments. 
The Hon. H. Rhodes moved that the Standing orders of the Council be 
suspended and the Bill read a 3rd time. 
2nded by Hon. R. Finlayson—and the Bill was read a 3rd time and passed 
the Council. 
The Acting Attorney General moved that A Bill relating to Gold Mining be read 
a 2nd time. 
Treasurer 2nded. 
Bill read a 2nd time. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Bill. 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported progress in the Bill and asked leave 
to sit again. 
Leave granted. 
The Council adjourned to Monday at 3. o’clock. 
Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 
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Monday, the 10th day of April, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 o’clock. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Hon. 
Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 
The Council resumed the consideration in Committee of A Bill relating to Gold 
Mining. r 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported progress in the Bill and asked leave 
to sit again. 
Leave having been granted. 
The Council adjourned to Wednesday next at 3. o’clock. 
Henry Wakeford 


Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Wednesday, the 12th day of April, 1865 


A quorum of members not being present there was no meeting. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Tuesday, the 18th day of April, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Hon. 
Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The consideration in Committee of A Bill relating to Gold Mining was resumed. 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
The Hon. Henry Rhodes moved that the Standing orders of the Council be 
suspended. 


The Acting Attorney General 2nded and the Bill was read a 3rd time and 
passed the Council. 
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A message from the Legislative Assembly was read agreeing to certain of the amend- 
ments of the Council to A Bill respecting Common Schools with certain 
exceptions. 

The Council agreed to the counter amendments of the House saving the 
following. 

It insisted upon its amendment striking out Clause 4 of the Bill. 

It agreed to the amendment of the House on the amendment of the Council 
striking out clauses from 43 to 55 to the extent of erasing the word “with” and 
inserting the word “the” and “shall be” only. 

It adhered also to its amendment granting the Board of Education power 
to regulate the amount of School Fees. 


The Council then adjourned sine die. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 














Tuesday, the 2nd day of May, 1865 





The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Hon. 
Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting the following Bills. 

A Bill entitled An Act to exempt the Homestead and other property from 
forced seizure and sales in certain cases. 

A Bill respecting the registration of Births Deaths and Marriages in Van- 
couver Island. 

A Bill to amend the manner of taking the verdict of a Jury in Civil Cases. 

A Bill for securing Liens to Mechanics and others. 

A Bill entitled An Act respecting weights and Measures, and returning A 
Bill for obtaining a Declaration of Title amended by the House as follows, by 
erasing the words “shall come into operation on the first day of May one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty five” in Clause 58. 


On motions of the Acting Colonial Secretary the first five Bills were read a 1st time. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary presented the report of the Select Committee on A 
Bill respecting the Medical Board and practitioners in Medicine and Surgery 
and moved the adoption thereof. 

The Hon. Henry Rhodes 2nded and the report was adopted nem. con. 


The Council then adjourned sine die. 
Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 
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Friday, the 12th day of May, 1865 


The Council met this day pursuant to Notice. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting A Bill respecting 
the descent of Real property. 


A message was also read transmitting A Bill respecting Common Schools, the 
Legislative Assembly insisting on their counter amendments on the amend- 
ments of the Council to the Bill. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary moved that the counter amendments of the 
Legislative Assembly be agreed to. 


The Acting Attorney General 2nded and the amendments were agreed to 
nem. con. 


The Amendment of the Legislative Assembly to A Bill for obtaining a Declaration 
of Title then came up and was agreed to by the Council. 


The Council then adjourned to Tuesday next the 16th inst. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 











Wednesday, the 17th day of May, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 O’clock pursuant to a notice by the President. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Hon. Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


The Acting Attorney General moved that a Bill respecting the Medical Board and 
Practitioners in medicine and Surgery be recommitted. 
The Acting Colonial Secretary 2nded and the Bill was recommitted accord- 
ingly. 
The Bill was then reported complete with amendments and ordered to come 
up at next meeting of the Council for a 3rd reading. 


The Acting Attorney General moved that A Bill to grant jurisdiction to Justices of 
the Peace and Stipendiary Magistrates in Civil Cases be read a 2nd time. 
The Acting Colonial Secretary 2nded and the Bill was read a 2nd time 
nem. con. 
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A Bill entitled An Act to increase the jurisdiction of the Inferior Court of Civil 
Justice to the sum of Two Hundred pounds came up for a 2nd reading and on 
the question being put 


The 2nd reading of the Bill was lost nem. con. 
A Bill respecting the descent of real property was read a 1st time. 
The Council then adjourned till tomorrow. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 














Thursday, the 18th day of May, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Hon. the Acting 
Attorney General, The Treasurer. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A message was read from the Legislative Assembly transmitting A Bill to amend 
the Law as to imprisonment for Debt—Which Bill was read a 1st time. 


A Bill respecting the Medical Board and Practitioners in Medicine and Surgery was 
then read a 3rd time and passed with amendments. 


The Council then adjourned till Monday next the 22nd inst. at 3 o’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 











Monday, the 22nd day of May, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 
A message from the Legislative Assembly was read returning A Bill relating to Gold 
Mining with amendments thereto. 
The Council then went into Committee on a Bill to grant jurisdiction to Justices of 
the Peace and Stipendiary Magistrates in Civil Cases. 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported progress in the Bill and asked leave 
to sit again. 
Leave having been granted. 
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The Acting Attorney General moved and the Acting Colonial Secretary 
2nded, 

That a Select Committee of the Members present be formed for the purpose 
of considering the form of Amendments to be made to the Bill entitled “An 
Act to grant jurisdiction to Justices of the Peace and Stipendiary Magistrates in 
Civil Cases.” 

Agreed to nem. con. 


The Council adjourned to tomorrow Tuesday the 23rd May 1865. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 

















Tuesday, the 23rd day of May, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 

Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 

The Acting Attorney General handed in a Report from the Select Committee on A 
Bill to grant jurisdiction to Justices of the Peace and Stipendiary Magistrates 
in Civil Cases. 

The Chief Justice moved that the Report be adopted. 
The Acting Attorney General 2nded and the report was agreed to nem. con. 

The Council then adjourned to Friday next at 3 o’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 








Friday, the 26th day of May, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 
The Amendments of the Legislative Assembly to a Bill relating to Gold Mining 
came up for Consideration and were agreed to save with a further amendment 
by the Council to Clause 28—viz. 


That the first part of the Clause be amended by the omission of the words 
from Commencement down to the word “and” before the words “all penalties.” 
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A message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting A Bill to amend 
an Act passed in the year of our Lord 1862 entitled “An Act to repeal and 
amend the Laws affecting Trade Licences,” which was read a 1st time. 


A Bill to amend the manner of taking the verdict of a Jury in Civil Cases was on 
motion of the Attorney General 2nded by the Chief Justice read a 2nd time. 

The Council then went into Committee on the Bill. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair. 

The President having resumed the Chair. 

The Acting Colonial Secretary reported the Bill Complete with amendments 
and the Bill was thereupon ordered to be brought up for 3rd reading at the 
next meeting of the Council. 

A Bill respecting the registration of Births Marriages and deaths in Vancouver 
Island was read a 2nd time. 


The Council then adjourned till Monday next the 29 Instant at 3 oclock. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 











Monday, the 29th day of May, 1865 





The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Hons. Henry Rhodes, R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A message from the Legislative Assembly was read returning A Bill relating to Gold 
Mining the further amendment of the Council upon the amendment of the 
Assembly to clause 28 not having been agreed to. 

Upon motion by the Acting Colonial Secretary 2nded by the Hon. Henry 
Rhodes, it was resolved that the Council request a Conference with the Lower 
House upon the subject of the Amendment. 


A Bill to amend the manner of taking the Verdict of a Jury in Civil Cases was read 
a third time and passed with amendments. 


A Bill to grant jurisdiction to Justices of the Peace and Stipendiary Magistrates in 
Civil Cases was read a third time and passed with amendments. 


A Bill for securing Liens to Mechanics and others came up for a 2nd reading and 
upon motion of the Acting Colonial Secretary 2nded by the Hon. Henry Rhodes 
was ordered to be read this day 6 months, nem. con. 

A message from the Legislative Assembly was then read returning A Bill Entitled 
“the Vancouver Island mercantile Law Amendment Act” the amendments of 
the Council thereto having been agreed to with certain exceptions. 
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On motion of the Treasurer 2nded by Hon. H. Rhodes the Council agreed 
to insist upon their Amendments. 
Messages from the House were also read transmitting the following Bills, viz. 
A Bill to amend the Victoria Harbour Dues Act. 
A Bill to make better provision for the Custody of the Estates of 
deceased persons 
which were read a Ist time. 
On motion of the Acting Colonial Secretary A Bill to amend An Act passed in the 
year of our Lord 1862 entitled “An Act to repeal and amend the Laws affecting 
Trade Licences” was read a 2nd time. 


The Acting Attorney General moved, The Treasurer 2nded That “A Bill to amend 
the Law as to imprisonment for Debt” be read a 2nd time. 
Agreed to nem. Con. 
A Bill to exempt the Homestead and other property from forced seizure and sales in 
certain cases came up for a 2nd reading. 
The Treasurer moved that the Bill be read this day 6 months. 
The Acting Attorney General moved that the Bill be read a 2nd time. 
Hon. Henry Rhodes 2nded. 
The President having put the amendment to the question. 
The Bill was read a 2nd time. 
A Bill respecting weights and measures was read a 2nd time. 
A Bill respecting the descent of real Property was read a [st time. 
The Council then adjourned till tomorrow at 3 o’c. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 








Thursday, the Ist day of June, 1865 





The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Hons. R. Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 
Messages from the Legislative Assembly were read transmitting the following 
Bills viz.: 
A Bill to impose landing permit dues on the importation of certain 
stock and carcasses and 


A Bill to amend the Law relating to the Representation of Vancouver 
Island and its Dependencies 


which were read a Ist time. 
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A message was also read transmitting A Bill to repeal a portion of “the First Tele- 
graph Act 1864” which had passed the Legislative Assembly. 


A Message from the Legislative Assembly was also read requesting a Conference 
with the Council on the subject of the Amendments to the Medical Bill and to 
a Bill to amend the Mercantile Law Act. 

A Bill to amend “the Victoria Harbour Dues Act” then came up for a 2nd reading. 


The Hon. R. Finlayson moved 2nded by the Hon. Henry Rhodes that the 
Bill be read this day six months. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary moved that the Bill be read 2nd time. 2nded 
by Hon. the Acting Attorney General and carried. 


For 2nd reading Chief Justice, Acting Colonial Secretary, Acting Attorney 
General, Treasurer. 


Against—Hon. Henry Rhodes & Hon. R. Finlayson. 
The Council then went into Committee on a Bill entitled The Trade Licence Amend- 
ment Act 1865. 
The Chief Justice in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported progress with Clause 1 having been postponed. 
The Council then adjourned to tomorrow at 3. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 








Friday, the 2nd day of June, 1865 





The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Hons. Henry Rhodes, R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Council took under consideration a Message from the Legislative Assembly 
requesting a Conference with the Council upon the subject of the Amendments 
made by the Council to the Medical Bill and the Mercantile Law Amend- 
ment Bill. 

The Council agreed to have a Conference with the Lower House and 
appointed Wednesday next at two oclock for the purpose. 

The Council then resolved itself into Committee upon A Bill to amend An Act 
entitled “An Act to repeal and amend the Laws affecting Trade Licences.” 

The Chief Justice in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Chief Justice reported the Bill complete with Amendments. 

A message was read from the Legislative Assembly insisting on their Amendment to 
a Bill relating to Gold Mining in Clause 28. 
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The Council then went into Committee on a Bill to Amend the Victoria Harbour 
Dues Act 1862. 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Bill was reported progress with. 
The Council then adjourned to Wednesday next at 3 o’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 














Wednesday, the 7th day of June, 1865 





Present: The Chief Justice, The [Acting] Colonial Secretary, Mr. Rhodes, The 
Acting. [Acting] Atty. Genl. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
A Message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting A Bill entitled “The 


Vancouver Island Jury Act 1865” the amendments of the Council thereto 
having been agreed to. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary pursuant to notice moved that the Trade Licence 
Amendment Bill be recommitted. 


The Hon. Henry Rhodes moved that it be postponed on account of the 
absence of the Hon. R. Finlayson. 


The Bill was postponed accordingly. 
The Council then resumed the consideration in Committee of A Bill to amend “the 
Victoria Harbour Dues Act.” 
The Chief Justice in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments and ordered to be brought 
up for 3rd reading at the next meeting of the Council. 
The Acting [Colonial Secretary] moved the 2nd reading of a Bill entitled the Stock 
and Carcass Act 1865. 
The Acting Attorney General 2nded and the Bill was read a 2nd time. 
The Hon. Henry Rhodes non content. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary moved 2nded by the Actg. Attorney General 
That the Standing orders of the Council be suspended and the Council go into 
Committee on the Bill. 


The Hon. Henry Rhodes non content. 

The Council then went into Committee on the Bill. 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 

The President having resumed the Chair. 


The Acting Attorney General reported the Bill from the Committee complete 
as amended. 
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The Bill was then ordered to be brought up for a 3rd reading at the next 
meeting of the Council. 


A Bill respecting the descent of Real Property then came up for a 2nd reading—and 
on motion of the Acting Attorney General 2nded by the Acting Colonial 
Secretary the Bill was ordered to be read this day six months nem. con. 


The Council then adjourned till 3 o’clock tomorrow. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 








Thursday, the 8th day of June, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Acting Surveyor General, The Hons. R. Finlayson, H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The Acting Colonial Secretary moved the 3rd reading of A Bill to amend the Victoria 
Harbour Dues Act 1862. 
The Acting Attorney General 2nded and the Bill was read a 3rd time. 
The Hon. Henry Rhodes & Hon. R. Finlayson non content. 
The Acting Colonial Secretary moved that A Bill entitled the Stock and Carcass 
Act be read a 3rd time. 
The Acting Attorney General 2nded and the Bill was read a 3 time. 
The Hon. R. Finlayson & the Hon. Henry Rhodes non content. 
The Hon. the Acting Colonial Secretary moved the recommittal of the Trade Licence 
Amendment Bill. 
The Acting Attorney General 2nded. 
Agreed to. The Hon. Henry Rhodes & the Hon. R. Finlayson non content. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Bill. 
The Chief Justice in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments. 
The Acting Colonial Secretary moved 2nded by the Actg. Attorney General 
that the Standing orders be suspended which was agreed to. Hon. R. Finlayson 
& Hon. H. Rhodes dissenting. 
Acting Colonial Secretary then moved that the Bill be read a 3rd time. 
The Acting Surveyor General 2nded and the Bill was read a 3rd time and 
passed. 
Hon. H. Rhodes & Hon. R. Finlayson opposing. 
The Hon. Henry Rhodes gave notice of motion of Protest against the passing of the 
foregoing Bills. 
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A message was read from the Legislative Assembly requesting a conference with 
the Council on the subject of the Amendments to A Bill to grant Jurisdiction 
to Stipendiary Magistrates and Justices of the Peace. 


The Council agreed to have a conference? tomorrow at 2 o’clock. 

The President brought before the notice of the Council that a conference had taken 
place with the Legislative Assembly on the subject of the amendments to the 
Medical Bill and Mercantile law Bill and that it rested with the Council to 
accept the views of the Lower House or insist upon its own amendments. 


The Council agreed to insist upon its amendments. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 
3 Original reads “Council.” 








Tuesday, the 13th day of June, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 o’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Hons. R. Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Council fixed Friday next at 2 O’clock for the Conference with the Lower 
House upon the subject of the Amendments to a Bill to grant jurisdiction to 
Justices of the Peace and Stipendiary Magistrates in Civil Cases. 


The Hon. Henry Rhodes pursuant to notice presented the following Protest. 


To the Hon. the President of the Legislative Council 


We the undersigned unofficial Members of the Legislative Council and being 
Merchants in the City of Victoria beg to record our Protest against the action of the 
Legislative Council in passing on the 8th instant the following Bills, namely A Bill 
to amend the Victoria Harbour dues Act 1862 and A Bill to impose landing Permit 
dues on the importation of Stock and Carcasses—as the said Bill although only 
professing to make a charge for landing permits on the goods yet impose in the first 
case, a small ad valorem duty, and in the second case a very heavy import duty upon 
all stock and meat imported, thereby destroying the Free Port which has already 
done so much towards establishing Victoria as a Commercial depot and upon the 
assumption of the continuance of which large sums have been invested in permanent 
improvements in Victoria which would not otherwise have been so invested and upon 
the maintenance of which in its fullest integrity during the Continuance of the 
existing relations with the Colony of British Columbia the undersigned believe that 
the prosperity of Victoria greatly depends. 


The undersigned also protest against the action of the Legislative Council in 
passing a Bill to amend An Act passed in the year of our Lord 1862 entitled An Act 
to repeal and amend the laws affecting Trade Licences as by clause 1 a tax of 2%4 
per cent on all sales by Auction is imposed which they consider inexpedient and think 
that which as a source of revenue it will be almost unproductive it will interfere with 
and impose restrictions that cannot fail to be highly injurious to the business of the 
Colony. 

Victoria V.I. June 13, 1865 


(signed) Henry Rhodes 
(signed) Rodk. Finlayson 
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The Council then went into Committee on Bill respecting the Registration of Births 
Marriages and Deaths. 


The Hon. Henry Rhodes in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 


The Bill was reported progress with and the Council adjourned to tomorrow 
tio 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Wednesday, the 14th day of June, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 o’clock. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The 
Treasurer. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


Messages from the Legislative Assembly were read agreeing to the Amendments of 
the Council to “A Bill entitled the Stock and Carcass Act, 1865” and To A 
Bill entitled the Harbour Dues Amendment Act 1865. 


A Message from the Legislative Assembly was also read returning A Bill entitled 
An Act to amend Act passed in the year of our Lord 1862 entitled An Act to 
repeal and amend the Laws affecting Trade Licences—the amendments of the 
Council thereto having only been agreed to in part. 


The Acting Attorney General moved The Treasurer 2nded That the Council 
waive its amendments which have not been agreed to by the House—agreed 
to nem. con. 


The Acting Attorney General requested that the following record might be entered 
on the records of the Council. 


In passing The Trade Licence Bill Amendment Act 1865 the members of the 
Legislative Council now present desire to have it recorded that the amendments 
above referred to were in their judgment advisable as providing against manifest 
errors and omissions. The Amendments in Clause I were intended by this Council 
to prevent the section 37 of the Trade Licence Amendment Act of 1862 from being 
repealed as and from the time of the passing of this Act thereby absolving auctioneers 
from paying any tax in respect of sales for 5 months antecedent to the Ist day of 
June 1865. 

The Amendment of Clause 5 was for the purpose therein clearly expressed and 
intended to remedy the practice of general traders especially in Country Districts 
taking out liquor licences with a view to escape taxation on their general business 
transactions. 

For considerations however of general expediency the Members of the Legisla- 
tive Council aforesaid deem it sufficient not to insist on this amendment but to put 
their reasons for such their amendments unmistakeably on the records of the 
Council. 
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The Council then [went] into Committee on a Bill respecting weight and measures. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Treasurer reported progress with the Bill and asked leave to sit again. 
Leave having been granted. 


The Council adjourned to tomorrow a 3 o’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 














Friday, the 16th day of June, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Attorney General, The Acting Colonial 
Secretary, The Hon. Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Council resolved itself into Committee on A Bill respecting the registration of 
Births Deaths and Marriages. 
The Hon. Henry Rhodes in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Hon. Henry Rhodes reported progress in the Bill and asked leave to 
sit again. 
Leave having been granted. 
Messages from the Legislative Assembly were read transmitting the following Bills. 
A Bill to apply the sum of Fourteen Thousand nine hundred and forty dol- 
lars out of the General Revenue of the Colony of Vancouver Island and its 
Dependencies to the service of the year 1865. 
The Bill was read a 1st time. 
A Bill entitled An Act to apply the sum of Thirty seven thousand six hundred 
and eight dollars and thirty nine cents for the service of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty Four. 


On motion of the Acting Colonial Secretary the Standing orders of the Coun- 
cil were suspended and the Bill read a 1st 2nd and 3rd time and passed. 


The Council then adjourned till Monday next at 2 o’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 
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Monday, the 19th day of June, 1865 


The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Hon. R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
A Bill to apply the sum of $14940 to the service of the year 1865 was read a 
2nd time. 


On motion of the Acting Colonial Secretary the Standing orders of the 
Council were suspended and the Council went into Comtee. on the Bill. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete and was read a 3rd time and passed. 


The Council then went into Committee on A Bill respecting Weights & Measures. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 


Progress with the Bill was reported and the Council adjourned to Wednesday 
next at 3. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 














Wednesday, the 21st day of June, 1865 


The Council met at 3 o clock. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Hon. 
Henry Rhodes, The Hon. Treasurer. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A message from the Legislative Assembly was read forwarding the following Bills. 
A Bill to amend the Victoria Pilot Act 1864 which was read a Ist time. 


A Bill to impose a Tax of one half of one per cent upon all Real Estate 
within the City of Victoria & for other purposes relating thereto which was 
read a Ist time. 


The Acting Attorney General moved the suspension of the Standing orders. 
Agreed to nem. con. and the Bill was read a 2nd time. 


The Council then went into Committee on the Bill. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
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The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete without amendments. 
The Standing orders being then suspended. 
The Bill was read a 3rd time and passed. 
The Council then went into Committee on a Bill respecting Births Deaths and 
Marriages. 
Hon. Henry Rhodes in the Chair. 
Progress having been reported with the Bill. 


The Council adjourned to tomorrow at 3. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 








Thursday, the 22nd day of June, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 o’clock. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Hon. R. 
Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The Council resolved itself into Committee on A Bill respecting the Registration of 
Births Deaths and Marriages. 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 


The Acting Attorney General reported the Bill complete with amendments 
and the Bill was ordered to be brought up for a 3rd reading at the next meeting 
of the Council. 


A message from the House was read transmitting A Bill to impose a tax on Salaries 
and for other purposes which was read a 1st time nem. con. 
The Council then went into Committee on A Bill respecting Weights and Measures. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Treasurer reported progress in the Bill. 


The Council then adjourned to tomorrow at 3. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 
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Friday, the 23rd day of June, 1865 





The Council met this day at 3 o’clock. 


Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, The Hon. Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and agreed to. 


The Treasurer moved 2nded by the Acting Attorney General that A Bill to impose 

a tax on salaries and for other purposes be read a 2nd time. 

Agreed to nem. con. and the Bill was read a 2nd time nem. con. 

On motion of the Treasurer the Council went into Comtee. on the Bill. 

The Treasurer in the Chair. 

The President having resumed the Chair. 

The Treasurer reported the Bill complete with amendments. 

The Acting Attorney General then moved that the Bill be read a 3rd time 
and the Bill was read a 3rd time accordingly nem. con. 


The Council then adjourned to Monday at 3 Oclock. 











Monday, the 26th day of June, 1865 





The Council met at 3 Oclock. 

Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The 
Treasurer. 

The Acting Attorney General introduced A Bill to explain the Chief Justices Salary 
Act 1864 which was read a Ist and 2nd time nem. con. 

A Bill respecting the registration of Births Marriages and Deaths was then read a 
3rd time and passed. 

The Council then adjourned till tomorrow at 3. 


Henry Wakeford 
Acting Colonial Secretary 
in the absence of the President 











Tuesday, the 27th day of June, 1865 





The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 
Present: The Acting Colonial Secretary, The Acting Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Honbles. R. Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the two last meetings having been read and confirmed. 


A Bill entitled An Act to Explain the Chief Justices Salary Act 1864 was read a 


3rd time. 
11 


322 27 JUNE 1865 


The Council then went into Committee on A Bill respecting weights and measures. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair the Treasurer reported the Bill 
Complete with Amendments. 
The Acting Attorney [General] moved that the Standing Orders of the 
Council be suspended. 
The Treasurer 2nded nem. con. 
And the Bill was read a 3rd time. 


The Acting Attorney General moved that A Bill to amend the law as to imprison- 
ment for Debt be read a 2nd time nem. con. and the Bill was read a 2 time. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Bill. 
The Acting Attorney General in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Acting Attorney General reported progress in the Bill. 

A Message from the Legislative Assembly was read returning A Bill to impose a 
Tax on Salaries and for other purposes the Amendments of the Council thereto 
not having been agreed to. 

The Council thereupon agreed not to insist upon its amendments. 


The Council then adjourned to Wednesday at 3. 


Tho. L. Wood 
Acting Attorney General 
in the absence of the President 








Wednesday, the 28th day of June, 1865 


A quorum of Members not being present. 


The Council was adjourned to Thursday next at 3. 











Thursday, the 29th day of June, 1865 


The Council met at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Acting Attorney General, The Treasurer, The 
Hon. Henry Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


In the absence of the other Members of the Council the Members present agreed 
to adjourn the meeting sine die. 
David Cameron C.J. 
President 


[Memo:] Minutes up to above date sent home Nov. 65. 
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Monday, the 3rd day of July, 1865 





The Council met this day at 3 P.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, The Surveyor 
General, The Honble. Henry Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 


Messages from the Legislative Assembly were read. 


No. 1. Returning Chief Justices Salary Explanation Bill with no amend- 
ments. 


2. Transmitting a Bill to regulate the payment and application of fees for 
Marriage licences—which was read a Ist time. 


The Council then adjourned to Thursday next at 3. O’clock. 


David Cameron C.J. 
President 








Friday, the 7th day of July, 1865 





The Council met at one O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Hon. H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed and the Members 
of the Legislative Assembly being present—His Excellency The Governor 
delivered the following Speech. 


Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and Gentlemen of the Legislative 
Assembly. 


The period has now arrived when I am able to release you from further atten- 
dance on your legislative duties. 

I have in the name and on behalf of Her Majesty assented to the following Acts 
passed during the Session: 


An Act for the Election of a Mayor and Councillors for the City of Victoria, 
on the 8th day of November, 1864. 


An Act respecting Barristers and Attorneys at Law. 


An Act to apply the sum of $298,618.25 out of the general revenue of the 
Colony of Vancouver Island and its dependencies to the service of the year 1865. 


An Act to amend the Land Registry Act, 1860. 

An Act respecting Common Schools. 

An Act for obtaining a Declaration of Title. 

An Act to repeal a portion of the First Telegraph Act, 1864. 

An Act to Amend the Manner of Taking the Verdict of a Jury in Civil Cases. 

An Act to Impose Landing Permit Dues on the Importation of certain Stock 
and Carcases. 

An Act to amend the Victoria and Esquimalt Harbour Dues Act, 1862. 

An Act to amend an Act passed in the year of our Lord 1862 entitled “An Act 
to repeal and amend the Laws affecting Trade Licences.” 
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An Act to grant a Supplemental Supply of $37,608.39, for the service of the 
year 1864. 


An Act to apply the sum of $14,940 out of the general revenue of the Colony 
of Vancouver Island and its dependencies, to the service of the year 1865. 

An Act to impose a Tax of one half of one per centum on all real estate within 
the City of Victoria and for other purposes relating thereto. 


An Act to impose a Tax on Salaries, and for other purposes. 
An Act to explain the Chief Justice Salary Act, 1864. 


I reserved “A Bill to appropriate the sum of £1200 sterling per annum from the 
general revenue of the colony for the salary of a Chief Justice,” and the explanatory 
Bill since passed will, I anticipate, insure its allowance by Her Majesty. 


Of these Acts I may more particularly advert to the Act to amend the manner 
of taking the verdict of a jury in civil cases, and that respecting Common Schools. 


I anticipate substantial benefits to the community will result from these 
measures, and I confidently rely on the honour and character of the gentlemen com- 
posing the Board of Education for a faithful and impartial administration of their 
high trust in the spirit intended by the Legislature. 


Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly: 


The supplies you have granted will be administered with the strictest economy 
consistent with the efficiency of the public service. 

I have to thank you for the provision made for a residence for the Governor of 
this Colony, which I hope to have ready for occupation, if not completed, at a cost 
considerably less than the sum you have so liberally voted. 


Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council and Gentlemen of the Legislative 
Assembly: 


I now in Her Majesty’s name prorogue this Council and Assembly, and they 
are hereby prorogued accordingly to the 3rd October next. 








Tuesday, the 28th day of November, 1865 


Pursuant to a Proclamation summoning the Legislature to meet on Tuesday the 28th 
day of November, 1865, for the dispatch of business. The Members of the 
Legislative Council and Assembly attended in the Legislative Council Chamber 
at one O’clock when His Excellency the Governor delivered the following 
Speech. 


Hon. Gentlemen of the Legislative Council and Gentlemen of the Legislative 
Assembly: 


I have deferred calling you together until this late period of the year in the 
expectation that I should be thereby enabled to submit to you in some conclusive 
form matters affecting the settlement of important questions concerning the future 
condition and prosperity of the Colony. In that hope I regret I am compelled to 
inform you I have been disappointed. 


2. Despatches from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the colonies on the 
subject of the Crown Lands of Vancouver Island will be laid before you. I forbear 
to enlarge upon this subject beyond expressing an earnest hope that the wisdom and 
moderation of the Legislature may find a way to a final settlement of this question, 


the agitation of which so injuriously retards the progress and settlement of the 
Colony. 


3. I regret that I am not in a position to make any communication to you in 
reply to the Resolutions adopted by the Legislature in the last session, recommending 
the union of this Colony with British Columbia. I have no doubt that the subject is 
receiving that consideration from Her Majesty’s Government which its importance 
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demands, and that due weight will be given to the wishes of the people expressed 
through their representatives. 


4. The discredit and danger to public health arising from the unrepaired streets 
and want of drainage in the City of Victoria cannot longer be ignored without seri- 
ously deteriorating the value of private property, while the inhabitants are without 
legal power to raise revenue for the correction of the admitted evils. The Municipal 
Government of the City might, probably, be rendered more effectual by attempting 
less. Schemes of inferior importance have been prosecuted while more important 
needs have been neglected. 


5. The importance of direct steam communication between Vancouver Island 
and San Francisco cannot be overlooked, and the absence of it is now most seriously 
felt. I would recommend liberal provision being made to enable the Government to 
carry out this service at the earliest period, either separately or in conjunction with 
the Government of British Columbia. The anomalous state of the law regarding the 
Postal service of the Colony, generally, demands your attention. There is no law 
authorizing the Executive Government to frame Rules and Regulations, or fix the 
rates of postage. The expenditure for this branch of the public service during the 
year 1864 amounted to $14,487, while the revenue reached only $3510, showing an 
excess of expenditure over revenue amounting to $10,997 [sic]—a disproportion 
which must be expected to continue in the absence of suitable laws and regulations. 


6. I would earnestly bespeak the attention of the Legislature to the insufficiency 
of the Law for the prevention of the sale of intoxicating liquors to the Native Tribes 
by which they are demoralized and decimated. This iniquitous traffic is carried on 
by a worthless and degraded class of men, the cost of whose maintenance in prison 
and repeated convictions arising from inadequate punishment, falls heavily upon the 
public funds. Moving appeals have been made to me by Ministers of every denomi- 
nation and by the Chiefs of several Indian Tribes to put an end to a crime which 
must eventually recoil upon the legitimate commerce of the Colony and society at 
large. Deplorable murders of Indians inter se as well as the murder of white men 
by Indians are of frequent occurrence and notoriously resulting from the illegal sale 
of liquors on the coast of this and the neighbouring Colony. I can see no difficulty in 
suppressing this unholy traffic if the existing faulty and insufficient Law be amended 
and with the object I have directed a Bill to be prepared and laid before you. 


7. The existing Law of debtor and creditor in this Colony will come under your 
consideration. I feel confident that in whatever changes may be deemed necessary 
the principle will be held in view that imprisonment should be a punishment for 
crime and not for a simple failure to pay unaccompanied by dishonesty. 

8. I regret to state that the expenditure of the current year has exceeded the 
revenue, still leaving demands for public improvements unsatisfied. On the other 
hand, sums have been expended in connection with the projected Harbour improve- 
ments considerably exceeding the original estimate for that service, and also for 
providing a Government House, which cannot occur again and ought not to be 
regarded as belonging to the ordinary expenditure of the Colony. To restore the 
equilibrium between revenue and expenditure is a matter of first importance, and I 
apprehend little difficulty will be found in devising legitimate means of raising the 
receipt and reducing the expenditure without either pressing unduly upon the people, 
or impairing the efficiency of the public service. While I deem it beyond the 
province of my duty to discuss matters, the decision upon which properly belongs 
to the Legislature, I feel bound to offer as the result of my experience that grave 
and numerous objections exist to new countries being drawn into debt except for 
the purpose of reproductive investment. I regard this Colony as a growing, not a 
stationary community whose interests must be looked for in the future rather than 
the present. 


9. I have caused the Attorney General to prepare the following Bills, which will 
be submitted for your consideration without delay namely: 


1. To provide for the reception of native evidence. 

2. To regulate the use of weights and measures. 

3. To regulate and provide for postal services. 

4. To regulate gold mining. 

5. To provide for the registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages. 
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6. To provide for the administration of Intestate Estates. 
7. To provide exemption from Imprisonment for Debt. 
8. To grant jurisdiction to Stipendiary Magistrates for the recovery of 
Small Debts. 
9. To provide for the exemption of Homestead from Liability. 
10. Coroners Bill. 


Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly— 

10. The Estimates for the coming year will be laid before you without delay, 
and I trust you will find them framed with every regard to economy consistent with 
the efficiency and credit of the public service. A statement will accompany the 
Estimates showing the probable condition of the Public Finances on the 31st Decem- 
ber, 1865. - 

11. Sums are annually voted to a considerable amount for services and 
establishments over which the Executive Government has no sufficient control, and 
for purposes of local rather than general utility, and I would beg you to consider the 
propriety of these charges being borne by the General Revenue and this practice 
continued. 


Hon. Gentlemen and Gentlemen — 

12. Though the year about to close cannot be considered one of great progress, 
I have full faith in the future of this Colony; and it is gratifying to observe the 
increased number and improved character of the middle class dwellings which have 
sprung up, and are still springing up, affording one of the most conclusive proofs of 
the confidence of the people in its resources and stability. The agricultural classes 
have struggled manfully with the difficulties which beset the farmer in new countries, 
and the excellence of the produce exhibited at the annual show, places the fertility 
and capability of the soil and climate beyond a doubt. 

We have, during the last year, experienced the inestimable blessings of peace 
and public health, and I trust that the same beneficent Providence which has watched 
over us in the past, may guide us in the path to future prosperity and peace. 


The Chief Justice having taken the Oath of allegiance. 
The Council adjourned till tomorrow at 3 O’clock. 


Joseph Needham C.J. 
President 














Wednesday, the 29th day of November, 1865 





The Council met this day pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Hons. Henry Rhodes, R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The Colonial Secretary rose to ask for information in regard to the rules and orders 
that govern the conduct of the business of the Council. 
Certain information having been afforded by the Treasurer 
The Colonial Secretary moved 2nded by the Attorney General 


“That a Committee be appointed to draft Rules and regulations for the 
guidance of this Council in the transaction of its business.” 


Agreed to nem. con. 
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The Hon. H. Rhodes moved that a Committee be appointed to draft a reply to the 
Governor’s speech at the opening of the Legislature. 


The Colonial Secretary 2nded the motion, which was agreed to nem. con. 
and the following gentlemen nominated a Committee: The Colonial Secretary, 
The Surveyor General, The Hon. H. Rhodes. 


The Attorney General moved that leave be given to bring in a Bill to alter and 
amend the law of arrest and imprisonment for debt. 
2nded by Colonial Secretary and agreed to nem. con. 
The Attorney General then introduced the Bill and moved that it be read 
a Ist time. 
The Colonial Secretary 2nded the motion and on the question being put 
The Bill was read a Ist time nem. con. 
The Colonial Secretary moved that the Bill come up for a 2nd reading on 
Monday next and that the Bill be printed. 
With the leave of the Council the Colonial Secretary withdrew the motion 
and moved 
“That the 2nd reading of A Bill entitled A Bill to amend the law of arrest 
and imprisonment for debt be taken on Wednesday next the 6th December.” 
2nded by the Treasurer and agreed to nem. con. 
The following Gentlemen were nominated a Committee on Standing orders: The 
Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Hon. H. Rhodes. 
The Council then adjourned until Friday next at 3 O’clock to take into consideration 
the Governor’s speech. 


Joseph Needham 
President 











Friday, the Ist day of December, 1865 





The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secretary, The Attorney General, The Sur- 
veyor General, The Hon. H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Henry Rhodes from the Committee appointed to draft a reply to the 
Governors opening speech handed in the following Address. 


To His Excellency Arthur Edward Kennedy Esquire, Companion of the Most 
Honorable Order of the Bath Governor and Commander in Chief in and over 
the Colony of Vancouver Island and its Dependencies &c. &c. &c. 


May it please Your Excellency: 

We the Legislative Council of Vancouver Island have received with much 
attention the speech with which Your Excellency has opened the present Session of 
the Legislature. 
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We join in Your Excellency’s regret that you are unable to announce a definite 
decision in respect of those important matters affecting the future of this Colony 
which have of late engaged so much attention. We would hope that such decision 
may soon be forth coming, for we cannot but view the present unsettled state of 
the public mind in connection therewith as obstructive to the advancement of the 
Colony, in chilling enterprise, fettering the transactions of commerce, and retarding 
the permanent settlement of the Country. 

We are gratified to hear Your Excellency’s Expressions of confidence in the 
Colony, and we would render to Your Excellency the earnest assurance of our desire, 
so far as in us lies, to aid Your Excellency in maintaining and providing laws not 
alone to promote present welfare, but likewise to be a firm and substantial basis for 
the future. 

We acknowledge with devout thankfulness the blessings which a kind providence 
has vouchsafed to this Colony in the past, and we join in Your Excellency’s prayer 
that the same Almighty power will guide us in the future to prosperity and peace. 


The Attorney General moved that the Report be adopted. 
2nded by the Surveyor General and agreed to nem. con. 
The Col. Secretary moved that the Address be presented to His Excellency 
The Governor on Monday next the 4th Instant at noon if it be found that such 
hour be convenient to His Excellency, and that the Council do adjourn until 
Monday accordingly. 
2nded by Hon. Henry Rhodes and agreed to nem. con. 


Joseph Needham 
President 





Monday, the 4th day of December, 1865 


The Council met this day at 12 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Hon. Henry Rhodes. 


The Members of the Council proceeded to the Governor’s office for the purpose of 
delivering the Address which had been adopted at the previous meeting of the 
Council in reply to His Excellency’s speech at the opening of the Legislature. 

The Chief Justice read the Address to His Excellency. His Excellency 
thanked the Members of the Council for their Address and expressed his hope 
that with their wisdom and intelligence to aid him much would be achieved for 
the good of the Colony. 


The Members returned to the Council Chamber and the Minutes of the last meeting 
having been read and confirmed. 


The Council adjourned till Wednesday next the 6th December. 


Joseph Needham 
Presiding Member 
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Wednesday, the 6th day of December, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Surveyor General, The Hon. Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
A Bill to amend the Law of arrest and imprisonment for Debt came up for a 2nd 
reading. 


The Attorney General moved that the Bill be read a 2nd time. The Colonial 
Secretary 2nded the motion and on the question being put the following were 
the Ayes and Noes 


For the 2nd reading—The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Surveyor General, The Hon. Henry Rhodes. 

The Chief Justice not voting. 

The Bill was read a 2nd time. 

The Treasurer moved that the consideration of the Bill in Committee be 
postponed, and that the Bill be printed in accordance with the Standing order 
of the Council requiring that All Bills brought into the Council be printed. 

The Colonial [Secretary] 2nded the motion for the postponement of the 
further consideration of the Bill but objected to its being printed. 

The Surveyor General moved that the Standing Order of the Council in 
regard to the Bills of the Council being printed be suspended and that this Bill 
be not printed. 

The Col. Secretary 2nded the motion which was carried nem. con. 

The Attorney General gave notice of motion for leave to bring in “A Bill to facilitate 
the recovery of small debts” and also “A Bill to establish a Postal Service.” 


The Council then adjourned ’till Friday next the 8th Decr. at 3 Oclock. 


Joseph Needham 
Presiding Member 





Friday, the 8th day of December, 1865 


The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Hon. Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Attorney General pursuant to notice, moved for leave to bring in a Bill to 
facilitate the recovery of small debts and other demands. 


The Treasurer 2nded the motion which was agreed to nem. con. 
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The Attorney General then introduced the Bill and moved that it be read 
a Ist time. 
The Treasurer 2nded the motion and the Bill passed a Ist reading nem. con. 


The Attorney General requested to be permitted to postpone the introduction of 
“A Bill to establish A Postal Service.” 


Agreed to. 
The Council then resolved itself into a Committee on “A Bill to amend the law of 
arrest and imprisonment for debt’. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The Colonial Secretary moved 2nded by the Hon. H. Rhodes that the 
Committee report progress with the Bill—agreed to. 


The Chairman of the Committee reported progress accordingly and asked 
leave to sit again, which was granted and the Council adjourned until Wed- 
nesday next the 13th Instant at 3 O'clock. 


Joseph Needham 
Presiding Member 











Wednesday, the 13th day of December, 1865 





The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Surveyor General, The Hons. R. Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 


A message from the Legislative Assembly was received with the following Bills. 
1. “The Homestead and Exemption from Execution Act 1865.” 
2. “The Bills of Sale Act 1861 Amendment Act 1865.” 
3. “A Bill to increase the Jurisdiction of the Inferior Courts of Civil 
Justice, 1865.7 
The Colonial Secretary moved 2nded by the Attorney General that “The Bill of 
Sale Act 1861 Amendment Act 1865” be read a Ist time. 
Agreed to nem. con. and Bill passed a Ist reading. 
The Attorney General moved 2nded by Hon. H. Rhodes That “A Bill to exempt 


the Homestead and other property from forced seizure and sales in certain 
cases” be read a 1st time. 


Agreed to nem. con. and the Bill passed a 1st reading. 
The Colonial Secretary moved 2nded by the Hon. H. Rhodes That A Bill entitled 


“An Act to increase the Jurisdiction of the Inferior Court of Civil Justice” be 
read a Ist time. 


Agreed to nem. con. and the Bill passed a 1st reading. 
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The Attorney General moved 2nded by the Colonial Secretary that A Bill entitled 
“An Act to facilitate the recovery of small debts and other demands” be read 
a 2nd time. 


Agreed to nem. con. and the Bill passed a 2nd reading. 


The Colonial Secretary moved 2nded by the Surveyor General that the Bill 
be recommitted. 


Agreed to. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 


The Chief Justice moved 2nded by the Hon. H. Rhodes that the Committee 
adjourn until the 12th January 1866. 


Agreed to nem. con. 


The Chairman of the Committee reported progress in the Bill and asked 
leave to sit again on the 12 January next. 


Leave having been granted. 
The Council adjourned until Friday next at 3 O’clock. 


Joseph Needham 
Presiding Member 














Friday, the 15th day of December, 1865 





The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Hons. R. Finlayson, H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Attorney General introduced A Bill Entitled “An Act to Establish the Postal 
Service” and moved that it be read a Ist time. 2nded by the Colonial Secretary 
and the Bill passed a Ist reading nem. con. 

The Council then resolved itself into Committee on a Bill to facilitate the recovery 
of small debts, &c. 

The Hon. Henry Rhodes in the Chair. 

The President having resumed the Chair. 

The Hon. Henry Rhodes reported progress in the Bill and asked leave to 
sit again. 

Leave having been granted. 

Upon motion by the Colonial Secretary the Council adjourned until Wednesday 
next at 2, 

Alex Watson Treasurer 
Presiding Member 
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Friday, the 12th day of January, 1866 





The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 
Present: The Treasurer, The Hons. Donald Fraser, Henry Rhodes, R. Finlayson. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A Petition from the Harewood Railway Company was read praying that the 
Legislative Council will pass a Bill extending the time for the Completion of 
their works. 

A Message from the Legislative Assembly was also read forwarding 

(1) A Bill to amend the Law as to imprisonment for debt and 
(2) A Bill respecting Barristers and Attorneys at Law. 
The Council then adjourned till Thursday next the 18th Instant at 2 O’clock. 


William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 





Thursday, the 18th day of January, 1866 


The Council met at 2 O’clock pursuant to adjournment. 


Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, The Attorney General, The Sur- 
veyor General, The Hons. Donald Fraser, R. Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
A message from the Legislative Assembly was read forwarding the following Bills 
(1) A Bill to amend the Law of Partnership. 
(2) A Bill respecting the descent of real property. 
(3) A Bill to amend The Franchise Act 1859. 
A Bill Entitled (4) “The Representation Extension Act 1866.” 

The Attorney General moved 2nded by the Surveyor General that A Bill Entitled 

An Act to amend The Bills of Sales Act 1861, be read a 2nd time. 
Agreed to. The Surveyor Genl. & Mr. Rhodes non-content. 
Bill passed a 2nd reading and was ordered to be committed. 

The Attorney General moved 2nded by the Treasurer That A Bill entitled An Act 
to increase the jurisdiction of the Inferior Courts of Civil Justice be read a 
2nd time which was agreed to nem. con. 

The Bill passed a 2nd reading and was ordered to be committed. 

The Attorney General moved 2nded by the Treasurer that A Bill entitled An Act 

to establish a Postal Service be read a 2nd time. 
Agreed to nem. con. 
The Bill passed a 2nd reading and was ordered to be committed. 
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The Attorney General moved 2nded by the Treasurer that A Bill entitled An Act 
to exempt the Homestead and other property from forced sales in certain cases 
be read a 2nd time. 

Agreed to nem. con. and the Bill passed a 2nd reading and was ordered to 
be committed. 

The Attorney General moved The Hon. Donald Fraser 2nded That A Bill Entitled 
An Act to amend the law as to imprisonment for debt be read a Ist time. 

The Bill passed a Ist reading nem. con. 

The Attorney General moved The Hon. Donald Fraser 2nded That A Bill Entitled 

An Act respecting Barristers & Attorneys at Law be read a Ist time. 
The Bill passed a 1st reading nem. con. 

The Attorney General moved 2nded by Hon. D. Fraser That A Bill to amend the 
law of Partnership be read a Ist time. Agreed to nem. con. 

The Attorney General moved 2nded by Hon. Donald Fraser That A Bill respecting 
the descent of real property be read a Ist time. 

Agreed to nem. con. 

Attorney General moved 2nded by Hon. the Treasurer That A Bill to amend the 

Franchise Act 1859 be read a Ist time. 
Agreed to nem. con. 

The Attorney General moved 2nded by the Treasurer That the Representation 
Extension Bill be read a 1st time. 

The Council then resolved itself into Committee on A Bill Entitled An Act to 
facilitate the recovery of small debts. 

The Treasurer in the Chair. 
Progress was reported in the Bill and leave granted to sit again. 

The Council then adjourned till tomorrow at one o’clock P.M. 


William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 














Friday, ithe 19th day of January, 1866 


The Council met this day at One O’clock. 
Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Surveyor General, 
The Treasurer, The Hons. Henry Rhodes, Donald Fraser. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The Council resumed the consideration, in Committee, of a Bill Entitled “An Act 
to facilitate the recovery of small debts and other demands.” 
The Surveyor General in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments. 
The Council then adjourned to Tuesday the 23rd instant at 2 O’clock. 
William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 








334 23 JANUARY 1866 


Tuesday, the 23rd day of January, 1866 





The Council met at 2 O’clock. 


Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Surveyor General, 
Hons. Donald Fraser, Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Colonial Secretary stated that a message had been received from the Lower 
House enclosing A Bill Entitled “The Harewood Company’s Extension Act 
1866” and that a Petition had been laid before the Council praying that the 
said Bill may pass the Council and also a Petition against its passing the 
Council. 


The Col. Secretary moved 2nded by the Hon. Donald Fraser That Bill be 
read a lst time. 


Agreed to nem. con. 
The Council then resolved itself into Committee on A Bill Entitled “The Bills of 
Sales Act Amendment Act 1866.” 
The Surveyor General in the Chair. 
Progress in the Bill was reported and leave granted to sit again. 
The Council then went into Committee on a Bill to Establish the Postal Service. 
The Surveyor General in the Chair. 
Progress was reported & leave granted to sit again. 
The Council then adjourned till Friday next at 2. 


William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 

















Friday, the 26th day of January, 1866 





The Council met this day at 2 O’clock. 


Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Surveyor General, The Treasurer, The Hons. 
R. Finlayson, D. Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


On motion by the Hon. D. Fraser 2nded by the Surveyor General, A Bill Entitled 
“The Harewood Railway Company’s Extension Act 1866” was read a 2nd time 
nem. con. 


The Honble. Donald Fraser moved 2nded by the Hon. the Treasurer that 
the Bill be referred to a Select Committee to meet on Monday next at 11 A. M. 
to take evidence on the Petition of the Vancouver Coal Company and also on 
the Petition of the Harewood Railway Company and that the Clerk of the 
Council notify the day and time of such meeting of Committee of Council to 
Messrs. Drake & Jackson on behalf of the Vancouver Coal Company & to 
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Messrs. Pearkes & Green on behalf of the Harewood Railway Company that 
such evidence as they may advance will be then heard, by serving them with 
a copy of this motion. 


Agreed to nem. con. 
The Presiding Member nominated the following Gentlemen to be members of the 


Committee: The Surveyor General, The Hon. R. Finlayson, The Hon. D. 
Fraser. 


The Council then resolved itself into Committee on A Bill Entitled, ““An Act to 
amend the Bills of Sale Act, 1861”. 
The Surveyor General in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments. 
The Council then went into Committee on a Bill to Establish the Postal Service. 
The Surveyor General in the Chair. 
Progress in the Bill was reported and 
The Council adjourned until Wednesday next at 2 O’clock. 


Presiding Member. 
Joseph Needham 











Wednesday, the 3lst day of January, 1866 


The Council met at 2 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Surveyor General, The Hons. R. Finlayson, Donald Fraser, 
Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 


Mr. Fraser, as Chairman of the Select Committee on “the Harewood Railway 
Company’s Extension Bill,” reported that the Committee had heard Counsel 
for and against the passing of the Bill and had come to the conclusion that 
no sufficient Evidence had been given to justify the Committee in recommend- 
ing otherwise than that the Bill be allowed to pass the Council. 

The Chief Justice was of opinion that a written report with the evidence 
on which it is based should be handed in by the Committee. 

The Colonial Secretary moved that the report made by the Select Commit- 
tee appointed in respect of “the Harewood Railway Company’s Extension 
Act 1866”, viz. “that no cause has been shewn against the Extension of time 
prayed for by the company in the Bill in question” be adopted, and the Bill 
referred to a Committee of the whole Council. 

The Attorney General 2nd the motion. 

The Treasurer moved that the word “verbal” be inserted in the first line 
of the Colonial Secretary’s motion between the words “the” and “report.” 
Mr. Fraser 2nded. Agreed to. Colonial Secry. non-content. 
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The Treasurer moved that the consideration of the Report of the Select 
Committee be postponed in order that it may be laid before the Council in 
writing & a proper record made of the proceedings of the Committee. 

2nded by [blank]. 

The motion of the Colonial Secretary having been put by the Presiding 
Member was carried. The Treasurer non-content. 


The Colonial Secretary moved—2nded by the Hon. Donald Fraser that A Bill 
Entitled “An Act to facilitate the recovery of small debts” be re-committed. 
Agreed to nem. con. 
Bill recommitted.~ 
The Surveyor General in the Chair. 
The Presiding Member of the Council having resumed the Chair. 
The Surveyor General reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
The Report was adopted by the Council. 


The Council then went into Committee on A Bill to Establish A Postal Service at 
clause VII. 
The Surveyor General in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported progress with and 
The Council adjourned until tomorrow at 2. 


Tho. L. Wood 
Presiding Member 











Thursday, the Ist day of February, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2 O’clock. 


Present: The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor General, The Hons. 
H. Rhodes, Donald Fraser, R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The Surveyor General moved 2nded by the Treasurer that A Bill Entitled “The 
District Court Act, 1866” be read a 3rd time. 
Agreed to nem. con. and the Bill passed a 3rd reading. 
The Council then went into Committee on a Bill to establish The Postal Service. 
The Surveyor General in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments. 
The Council then went into Committee on a Bill Entitled “The Harewood Railway 
Company’s Extension Act, 1866.” 
The Attorney General in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendment. 


The Council then adjourned until tomorrow the 2nd February at 2 O’clock. 


William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 
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Friday, the 2nd day of February, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Surveyor General, The Hons. D. Fraser, R. Finlayson, Henry 
Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A Bill Entitled “An Act to Establish The Postal Service” came up for a 3rd reading. 

The Attorney General moved That the Bill be recommitted. 

2nded by the Treasurer. 

The Hon. Donald Fraser moved as an amendment that the Bill be read a 
third time. 

2nded by the Hon. Henry Rhodes. 

The amendment that the Bill be read a 3rd time having been put the follow- 
ing were the ayes & noes: 

For the 3rd reading, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Finlayson. 

Against the 3rd reading, The Col. Secy., the Atty. Genl., The Treasurer, 
The Surveyor General. 

The Bill was ordered to be recommitted the ayes & noes being the same. 


A Bill Entitled The Bills of Sale Act Amendment Act 1866 then came up for a 3rd 
reading. 
The 3rd reading of the Bill was lost. 
The Council then adjourned till Monday next at 2. 


Presiding Member, 
Joseph Needham 




















Monday, the 5th day of February, 1866 


The Council met at 2 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Hons. Donald Fraser, Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Attorney General moved 2nded by the Hon. Donald Fraser That A Bill Entitled 
An Act to extend the time limited by the Harewood Railway Act 1864 be read 
a 3rd time and passed. 
The Bill passed a 3rd reading accordingly nem. con. 


The Council then went into Committee Mr. Rhodes in the Chair upon A Bill En- 
titled the Homestead Act 1866. 


Progress in the Bill was reported and the Council adjourned until Wednesday next 
at 2 O'clock. 
Presiding Member 
Joseph Needham 
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Thursday, the 8th day of February, 1866 


The Council met at 12 past 2 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Hons. D. Fraser, H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Attorney General gave notice of intention to bring in a Bill Entitled An Act to 
amend the law of Evidence and also A Bill Entitled An Act to amend The 
Indian Liquor Act, 1860. 


The Council then went into Committee on The Postal Service Bill. 

The Colonial Secretary in the Chair. 

The Hon. Donald Fraser moved the following amendment in Clause I. 

After the word “appoint” on the 2nd line of Clause I to strike out the word 
“such person” and to insert the words “One of his Executive Council or other 
Government officer” and after the word “be” on the third line of the same 
clause to insert the word “honorary”. 

2nded by the Hon. H. Rhodes. 

On the amendment being put the following were the Ayes & Noes, 

For the amendment—Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Fraser. 

Against the amendt. The Chief Justice the Attorney General, the Treasurer. 

The amendment was lost and the Clause, as read, passed. 

The Presiding Member of the Council having resumed the Chair. 

The Bill was reported complete and was read a 3rd time and passed the 
Council. 


The Council then went into Committee on A Bill to amend the law of imprisonment 
for debt. 


Progress was reported and the Council adjourned until Monday next at 2 O’clock. 


Presiding Member 
Joseph Needham 








Monday, the 12th day of February, 1866 





The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Hons. Donald Fraser, Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


Messages from the Legislative Assembly were read transmitting, 
A Bill Entitled “The Harewood Railway Company Extension Act, 1866” 
the amendment of the Council thereto having been agreed to by the House, and 
(1) A Bill Entitled An Act respecting Ferries. 
(2) A Bill Entitled An Act for securing Liens to Mechanics and others. 
On motion of the Hon. Donald Fraser 2nded by the Colonial Secretary the 
foregoing Bills were read a 1st time. 
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The Attorney General pursuant to notice introduced the following Bills and moved 
that they be read a Ist time. The Treasurer 2nded. 
(1) A Bill Entitled An Act to amend The Indian Liquor Act 1860. 
(2) A Bill Entitled An Act to amend the Law of Evidence. 
The Bills were read a Ist time nem. con. 
The Council then went into Committee and progress was reported with the follow- 
ing Bills, 
1. The Homestead Bill 
2. The Imprisonment for debt Bill 
The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at 2 O’clock. 


William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 




















Tuesday, the 13th day of February, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2 O’clock. 

Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Sur- 
veyor General. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 

The Attorney General moved 2nded by the Treasurer that A Bill Entitled An Act 
to amend the Law of Evidence be read a 2nd time and also a Bill to amend 
the Indian Liquor Act. 

Agreed to nem. con. and the Bills were ordered to be Committed. 

The Council adjourned until Thursday next at 2. 

William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 














Thursday, the 15th day of February, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2 O’clock. 
Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Hons. Donald Fraser, 
Henry Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
The Council resolved itself into Committee The Hon. H. Rhodes in the Chair on a 
Bill to amend the Law of Evidence. 
The Bill was reported complete without amendments. 
The Council then went into Committee The Hon. Henry Rhodes in the Chair on a 
Bill to amend the Indian Liquor Act 1860. 
Progress was reported and leave asked to sit again. 
Leave granted. 
The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at 2. 
William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member. 
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Friday, the 16th day of February, 1866 





The Council met this day at 2 O’clock. 


Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Hons. 
D. Fraser, Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A Bill Entitled An Act to amend the Law of Evidence was read a 3rd time and 
passed. 2 


The Council then went into Committee on a Bill Entitled “An Act to amend The 
Indian Liquor Act, 1860.” 


The Committee reported the Bill complete with amendments. 


The Council then adjourned until Tuesday next at Two O’clock. 


Presiding Member 
Joseph Needham 











Tuesday, the 20th day of February, 1866 


The Council met this day at Two O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Hons. D. Fraser, Henry Rhodes, R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
A Bill Entitled “An Act to amend The Indian Liquor Act, 1860” came up for a 
3rd reading. + 
The Colonial Secretary moved that the Bill be recommitted. 
2nded by the Attorney General and agreed to nem. con. 
The Hon. Henry Rhodes in the Chair. 
The Committee reported the Bill complete with amendments. 
The Bill was then read a 3rd time & passed nem. con. 
Mr. Finlayson not voting. 
The Council then adjourned until Friday next at 2. 


Presiding Member 
Joseph Needham 


4 Here the original contained the following paragraph which was struck out and initialled 
in the margin by the clerk, E. J. Nesbitt: 

“The Chief Justice said he wished it to be placed on record that he objected to the Bill 
generally and that he thought it would fail altogether in its objects—the mode in which it is 
intended that penalties should be considered objectionable in the extreme and he was strongly 
against the clause authorizing the infliction of corporal punishment which he was of opinion 
was a most barbarous one to have recourse to.” 
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Friday, the 23rd day of February, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Surveyor General, The Hons. D. Fraser, Henry Rhodes, R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Hon. Henry Rhodes moved That A Bill Entitled An Act respecting Barristers 
and Attorneys at Law be now read a 2nd time. 
The Hon. Donald Fraser moved as an amendment that the words from 
“now” to the end of the sentence be left out and the words “read this day six 
months” be inserted. 
2nded by the Attorney General and carried. 


The Colonial Secretary moved 2nded by the Hon. Donald Fraser That A Bill to 
amend The law of Partnership be read a 2nd time. 
Bill read a 2nd time nem. con. and ordered to be committed. 


The Council then adjourned until Wednesday next at 2 O’clock. 


Presiding Member 
Joseph Needham 








Friday, the 2nd day of March, 1866 


The Members of the Legislative Council met the Members of the Legislative 
Assembly, this day at 2 O’clock, in conference, on the subject of the Union of 
the Colonies of Vancouver Island & British Columbia. 

The Assembly having withdrawn. 
The following resolution was received from that body. 

That this House having been advised that it is the intention of Her Majesty’s 
Government to unite the Colonies of Vancouver Island & British Columbia would 
respectfully pray that H. M. Government will be pleased to leave the questions of 
the seat of Government & fiscal policy to the decision of the United Legislatures of 


Vancouver Island & British Columbia. 
That this Resolution be transmitted by Telegraph to Her Majesty’s Government.5 


The following amendment was agreed to by the Council and forwarded to the 
Assembly. 


Paragraph 1. To leave out all the words after “having” on the 1st line down 
to “British Columbia” on the 9th line and to substitute in place thereof the 
following 

“just learned that the union of Vancouver Island and British Columbia has 
been determined upon by Her Majesty’s Government would respectfully pray 


5 This resolution was substituted for the following one, which was then crossed out by 
the clerk: 

“That this House having just heard that the Union of Vancouver Island and British Colum- 
bia has been determined upon by Her Majesty’s Government would respectfully pray that the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies will be pleased to postpone the fixing of the permanent seat 
of Government until it shall be determined by the people of the united Colonies. 

“That this Resolution be transmitted by Telegraph to Her Majesty’s Government.” 

13 
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that the Secretary of State for the Colonies will be pleased to postpone the 
fixing of the permanent seat of Government until the wishes of the people of 
the two Colonies be ascertained.” 

Paragraph 2. After word “transmitted” in 1st line insert “to His Excellency 
the Governor with the respectful request that he will forward the same.” 
After the word “Government” add “also by Post by the outgoing mail.” 


The Council then adjourned sine die. 
Presiding Member 
Joseph Needham 











Wednesday, the 14th day of March, 1866 


The Council met this day at two O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Honble. Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 


The Colonial Secretary moved that A Bill Entitled “An Act to amend The Franchise 
Act, 1859” be read a 2nd time. 
Hon. Henry Rhodes 2nded and the Bill passed a 2nd reading nem. con. and 
was ordered to be committed. 


The Council then resolved itself into Committee on a Bill Entitled “An Act to 
amend the law of Partnership.” 
The Colonial Secretary in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported from the Committee as complete with amendments. 
The Council then adjourned until Friday next at two O’clock. 


William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 








Friday, the 16th day of March, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2.30 O clock. 


Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, Hons. R. 
Finlayson, H. Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
A Message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting A Bill Entitled 
“The District Court Act 1866,” with amendments. 
After some discussion it was agreed that the consideration of the amend- 
ments be postponed till the next meeting of the Council. 


The Council then adjourned until two oclock on Tuesday next the 20th Instant. 


Presiding Member 
Joseph Needham 
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Wednesday, the 21st day of March, 1866° 


The Council met this day at 2:30 O’clock. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Hons. R. Finlayson, Donald 
Fraser, Henry Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 
A communication from the Legislative Assembly was read returning A Bill Entitled 
“The District Court Act 1866”, certain amendments having been made thereto. 
The Council amended the amendments of the Lower House. 


The Council then went into Committee on A Bill Entitled ““An Act to amend The 
Franchise Act 1859.” 
The Hon. Henry Rhodes in the Chair. 
Progress in the Bill was reported & leave asked to sit again. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday next the 23 Instant at 2. O’clock. 


Presiding Member 
Joseph Needham 


6 These minutes are dated 23 March 1866 in the original, but both The Daily British 
Colonist and the Victoria Weekly Chronicle report the meeting as having occurred on 21 March. 











Friday, the 23rd day of March, 1666 


The Council met this day at 2 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Hons. H. Rhodes, D. Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 


The Hon. Donald Fraser gave notice that at the next meeting of Council he will ask 
leave to move a Resolution of the House to ask His Excellency the Governor 
to be pleased to furnish this House with a Return of Taxes due upon Real 
Estate and unpaid up to the date of such Return, specifying the property upon 
which such taxes are unpaid the amounts unpaid in each case, the year or 
years for which the same are due and unpaid, and the names of the owners by 
whom such taxes are due and unpaid. 


The Council then resolved itself into Committee on A Bill Entitled An Act to 
amend “The Franchise Act 1859.” 
The Hon. H. Rhodes in the Chair. 
The Committee reported progress & asked leave to sit again, which having 
been granted, 


The Council adjourned until Tuesday next the 27th Instant at 2. O’clock. 


William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 
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Tuesday, the 27th day of March, 1866 


The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 

Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Hons. 
D. Fraser, R. Finlayson, H. Rhodes. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 

A communication from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting the follow- 
ing Bills Entitled as follows, 

(1) “The Temporary loan Act, 1866.” 

(2) “The Vancouver Island Road & Public Works Loan Act, 1866.” 

(3) “The Real Estate tax repeal Act 1866.” 

(4) “The Trade Licence Amendment Act 1866.” 

(5) “The Salaries Tax repeal Act, 1866.” 

(6) “The Stock & Carcass Amendment Act, 1866.” 

(7) “The Liquor Licence Act, 1866.” 

(8) The Harbour Dues Amendment Act, 1866. 

On Motion of the Attorney General 2nded by Mr. Fraser the foregoing 
Bills were read a 1st time nem. con. 

Mr. Fraser, pursuant to notice, moved That An Address be presented to The 
Governor praying His Excellency to be pleased to furnish the Legislative 
Council with a return of the Taxes due upon Real Estate and unpaid up to the 
date of such Return specifying the property upon which such taxes are unpaid 
the amounts unpaid in each case the year or years for which the same are 
due and unpaid and the names of the owners by whom such taxes are due and 
unpaid. 

The Motion was agreed to nem. con. 

The Council then went into Committee. Mr. Rhodes in the Chair on a Bill En- 
titled “The Franchise Act 1859 Amendment Act 1866.” 

Progress was reported in the Bill and leave asked to sit again which having 
been granted. 

The Council adjourned until Tomorrow at 2 O'clock. 


Presiding Member 
Joseph Needham 








Wednesday, the 28th day of March, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2.30 O’clock. 

Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Hons. Donald Fraser, Henry Rhodes. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 

A Communication from the Legislative Assembly was read returning A Bill En- 
titled “The Districts Court Act, 1866” the amendments of the Council to the 
amendments of the Assembly not having been agreed to. 

The Consideration thereof was postponed. 
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The Colonial Secretary gave notice that at the next meeting of the Council he will 
ask leave to bring in a Bill Entitled An Act to establish a volunteer Force. 
The 2nd reading of 8 Bills which were received from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a Ist time at the last meeting of the Council was postponed. 
The Council then went into Committee on “A Bill to amend The Franchise Act, 
LS5o 
Mr. Rhodes in the Chair. 
Progress in the Bill was reported and leave granted to sit again. 
The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at 2 O’clock. 
Presiding Member 
Joseph Needham 








Thursday, the 29th day of March, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2.30. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Hons. D. Fraser, R. Finlayson, Henry Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
A message from the Leg. Ass. was read transmitting A Bill entitled An Act to 
incorporate the Town of Nanaimo. 
The Colonial Secretary moved 2nded by the Hon. D. Fraser that the Bill 
be read a Ist time. 
Agreed to nem. con. and the Bill passed a 1st reading. 
The Colonial Secretary pursuant to notice introduced A Bill entitled An Act to 
establish A Volunteer Force and moved that the Bill be read a Ist time. 
The Bill passed a 1st reading nem. con. 
The Council then went into Committee Mr. Rhodes in the Chair upon a Bill En- 
titled An Act to amend The Franchise Act 1859. 
Progress was reported & leave asked to sit again. 
The Council then adjourned until Wednesday next at two O'clock. 


William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 








Wednesday, the 4th day of April, 1866 


The Council met at 2.30 O’clock. 
Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Hons. 
D. Fraser, H. Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 


A letter from the Colonial Secretary was read transmitting a Communication he 
had received from Mr. Thomas Parker requesting him to lay before the Legis- 
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lative Council A Petition from the Residents of Nanaimo praying the Council 
not to pass A Bill Entitled An Act to incorporate the Town of Nanaimo. 
The Petition having been read was ordered to be laid upon the table. 


The Attorney General gave notice for leave to bring in the following Bills, 
A Bill to establish a standard of weights & measures. 
A Bill to regulate the Registration of Births deaths & Marriages. 


On motion of the Attorney General 2nd by Mr. Fraser A Bill to establish a Volun- 
teer Corps was read a 2nd time—nem. con. and ordered to be committed. 


The Council then adjourned till tomorrow at 12 2. 


Presiding Member 
Joseph Needham. 








Thursday, the 5th day of April, 1866 


The Council met this day at %2 past two O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secretary, The Atty. General, The Treasurer, 
The Sur. General, The Hons. Henry Rhodes, D. Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 


The Attorney General moved That leave be given to introduce a Bill Entitled An 
Act to regulate the use of Weights & Measures and that the said Bill be now 
read a Ist time. 2nded by the Col. Secretary and agreed to nem. con. 


The Attorney General also moved for leave to bring in A Bill Entitled An Act to 
provide for the registration of Births Deaths & Marriages and that the Bill be 
now read a Ist time. 2nded by the Col. Secy.—and agreed to nem. con. 


The Council then resolved itself into Committee upon A Bill Entitled An Act to 
establish a Volunteer Corps. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
Progress in the Bill was reported and leave asked to sit again which having 


been granted. 
The Council adjourned until Monday next at two O’clock. 
Joseph Needham 
Presiding Member 


Tuesday, the 10th day of April, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2.30. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Surveyor General, The Hons. D. Fraser, H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 
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The Chief Justice announced that he had received a communication from the Clerk 
of the Legislative Assembly forwarding “A Bill Entitled An Act to explain & 
amend The Victoria incorporation Act, 1862.” 

The Colonial Secretary moved that the Bill be read a 1st time. 
2nded by the Attorney General. 
The Bill passed a 1st reading nem. con. 


The Colonial Secretary with the permission of the Council read a communication he 
had received from a Committee appointed at a public meeting to assist Mr. 
Cunningham—the Representative of Nanaimo in the Legislative Assembly— 
to frame a Bill to incorporate Nanaimo representing that the signatures to the 
Petition to the Council against the passing of A Bill Entitled An Act to in- 
corporate the Town of Nanaimo had been obtained by fraud misrepresentation 
and undue influence and praying the Council to delay the consideration of the 
Bill for one week. 


The consideration was delayed accordingly, nem. con. 
Upon motion of the Colonial Secretary 2nded by the Atty. General A Bill Entitled 


An Act to establish a System of Weights & Measures was read a 2nd time nem. 
con. & ordered to be committed. 


A Bill to provide for the registration of Births deaths & Marriages was upon motion 
of the Atty. General 2nded by the Col. Secretary also read a 2nd time nem. con. 
and committed. 


The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at two O'clock. 


William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 











Wednesday, the 11th day of April, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2.30. 


Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Hons. 
D. Fraser, R. Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 


The Council resolved itself into Committee upon A Bill Entitled An Act to estab- 
lish A Volunteer Force. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday next at 2 O’clock. 


Joseph Needham 
Presiding Member 
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Friday, the 13th day of April, 1866 


The Council met this day at three O’clock. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secy., The Atty. Genl., The Hon. D. Fraser. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 
A message from the Lower House was read by the Chief Justice forwarding A Bill 
Entitled An Act for the protection of Inventions. 
On motion of the Col. Secy. the Bill was read a Ist time nem. con. 
On motion of the Col. Secy. A Bill Entitled An Act to establish A Volunteer Force 
was read a 3rd time and passed the Council nem. con. 
The Council then adjourned until Tuesday next two O’clock. 
William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 








Tuesday, the 17th day of April, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2.30. 


Present: The Col. Secretary, The Atty. General, The Treasurer, Hons. D. Fraser, 
H. Rhodes. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 

The Presiding Member read a Communication from the Lower House transmitting 
A Bill Entitled An Act to amend “The Real Estate Tax Act 1862.” 

On motion of the Treasurer 2nded by the Atty. General The Bill was read 
a Ist time nem. con. 

The Order of the day being the 2nd reading of A Bill to incorporate the Town of 
Nanaimo. 

The Colonial Secretary read a Communication he had received from Messrs. 
Parker Peek & Tranfield of Nanaimo praying that the Council will cause an 
investigation to be made in regard to the genuineness or otherwise of the sig- 
natures to the Petition against the Nanaimo Incorporation Bill. 

A Petition was also read praying that the Council do pass the Bill to incorpo- 
rate the Town of Nanaimo. 

The Hon. D. Fraser moved 2nded by the Attorney General That the order 
for the 2nd reading on this day of the Nanaimo Incorporation Bill be dis- 
charged and that the Bill together with the various Petitions that have been 
sent to the Council pro and con be referred to a Select Committee in order that 
evidence may be heard in support of the allegations that have been made in 
reference thereto. 

The motion was agreed to nem. con. and the following gentlemen nominated 
as a Select Comtee.: The Atty. General, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Rhodes. 

The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at 3. 


Joseph Needham 
Presiding Member 
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Wednesday, the 18th day of April, 1866 


The Council met this day at 3.30. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, Hons. 
D. Fraser, H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 
A Bill entitled “An Act to amend the Real Estate Tax Act, 1862” came up for a 
2nd reading. 


Colonial Secretary moved 2nded by the Atty. General that the Bill be read 
a 2nd time. 


On the Question being put, The Bill passed a 2nd reading. 
Mr. Fraser non content. 
The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at two O’clock. 


William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 














Thursday, the 19th day of April, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2.30. 


Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, The Sur- 
veyor General, The Hon. R. Finlayson, The Hons. D. Fraser, H. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 
The Council went into Committee upon a Bill Entitled “An Act to amend the Real 
Estate Tax Act 1862.” 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments. 
The Treasurer moved that the Bill be recommitted. 
Mr. Fraser 2nded the motion. 
On the question being put the following were the Ayes & Noes: 
For the recommittal: The Treasurer, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Finlayson. 
Against: The Atty General, Sur. General, Mr. Rhodes. 


The casting vote of the Presiding Member was given against the recommittal 
—motion lost. 

The Attorney General moved The Sur. Genl. seconded That the Standing 
Orders of the Council be suspended. 

On the motion being put the ayes & noes were 

Against the suspension: The Treasurer, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Finlayson. 

For the suspension: The Atty. Genl., the Sur. Genl., Mr. Rhodes. 
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The Chairman gave his casting vote for the suspension of the orders. 
Motion carried. 

The Attorney Genl. moved that the Bill be read 3rd time. 

Mr. Rhodes 2nded. 

Content: The Atty Genl., The Sur. Genl., Mr. Rhodes. 

Non content: The Treasurer, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Finlayson. 

The casting vote of the Chairman was with the contents. 

The Bill was read a 3rd time and passed the Council. 


The Council then adjourned until Monday at two. 


William A. G. Young 
Colonial Secretary and 
presiding Member 











Monday, the 23rd day of April, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2.30. 


Present: The Col Secy., The Atty. Genl., The Treasurer, Hons. H. Rhodes, D. 
Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 
The Council adjourned until Wednesday next the 25th Instant at 3 O’clock. 


Joseph Needham 
President 











Friday, the 27th day of April, 1866 


The Council met at three O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Hons. H. Rhodes, Donald Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 
Upon motion of the Colonial Secretary the consideration of the 2nd reading of the 
following Bills was fixed for Wednesday next—viz. 
The Temporary loan Act 1866. 
The Vancouver Island Road and Public Works loan Act. 
The Real Estate Tax repeal Act 1866. 
The trade licence amendment Act 1866. 
The Salaries tax Act repeal Act 1866. 
The Stock & Carcass amendment Act 1866. 
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The Liquor licence Act, 1866. 
The Harbor dues amendment Act 1866. 
Mr. Fraser 2nded the motion. Agreed to. 


The Council then took into consideration a message from the Leg. Assembly dis- 
agreeing to the amendments of the Council to the Amendment of the House 
of Assembly to A Bill Entitled “The District Court Act, 1866.” 


The Council modified their amendments and then adjourned until Wednesday next 
at two o’clock. 
William A. G. Young 
Col. Secty. and 
Presiding Member 











Wednesday, the 2nd day of May, 1866 





The Council met at 3 O’clock. 


Present: The Col. Secretary, The Atty. Genl., The Treasurer, The Sur. Genl., 
Messrs. Finlayson, Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 


On motion of Mr. Fraser the Order of the day for the 2nd reading of the 8 money 
Bills enumerated on the Minutes of the last meeting of the Council was post- 
poned and Monday the 7th Instant fixed for the 2nd reading thereof. 


The Council then went into Comtee. The Treasurer in the Chair on the Franchise 
Bill. 


On motion of Col. Secy. 2nded by Mr. Fraser & agreed to nem. con. 
All the Clauses of the Bill were recommitted. 
The Committee reported progress at clause XV. 
The Council adjourned till Monday the 7th May next. 


Joseph Needham 
President 














Monday, the 7th day of May, 1866 





The Council met this day at two O'clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secy., The Atty. Genl., The Treasurer, The 
Sur. Genl., The Hons. Henry Rhodes, D. Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 


Mr. Fraser from the Select Committee to whom was referred a Bill entitled An Act 
to incorporate the Town of Nanaimo together with the various Petitions pro 
& con in order that evidence might be taken in support of allegations made in 
reference thereto, presented the report of the Committee, which upon motion 
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of the Treasurer 2nded by the Surveyor General was ordered to be received 
and laid upon the Table for future consideration. Agreed to nem. con. 


The order of the day being the 2nd reading of the 8 Money Bills enumerated in the 


The 


The 


Minutes of the 23 April last. 


Surveyor General moved that A Bill entitled The Real Estate Tax Act repeal 
Act 1866” be read a 2nd time. 

To which it was moved by the Colonial Secretary as an Amendment and 
2nd by Mr. Fraser That the Bill be read this day six months. 

Amendment agreed to nem. con. and the 2nd reading of the Bill lost. 


Surveyor General moved 2nd reading of A Bill Entitled “The Trade Licence 
Act amendment Act 1866.” 

Upon motion of the Col. Secretary 2nded by Mr. Rhodes & agreed to nem. 
con. The Bill was ordered to be read this day six months. 


The Surveyor General moved that A Bill Entitled The Stock & Carcass Act amend- 


ment Act be read a 2nd time. 

The Colonial Secretary moved as an Amendment that the Bill be read this 
day six months. 

2nd by Mr. Fraser and agreed to nem. con. 


The Surveyor General moved the 2nd reading of A Bill Entitled The Harbor Dues 


Amendment Act 1866. 
The Col. Secy. moved as an amendment that the Bill be read this day six 
months. 2nd by Mr. Rhodes and agreed to nem con. 


The Sur. Genl. moved the 2nd reading of A Bill Entitled “An Act to repeal the 


The 


The 


Salaries Tax Act, 1866.” 
The Col. Secy. moved that the Bill be read this day six months. 
2nded by the Atty. General and agreed to nem. con. 


Sur. General moved the 2nd reading of a Bill Entitled The Vancouver Island 
Road and Public Works Loan Act, 1866. 

The Col. Secy. moved as an amendment that the Bill be read this day six 
months. 2nded by Mr. Fraser and agreed to nem. con. 


Sur. General moved the 2nd reading of A Bill Entitled the temporary loan 
Act, 1866. 

The Col. Secy. moved as an amendment that the Bill be read this day six 
months. 2nded by the Atty. Genl. and agreed to nem. con. 


The Sur. Genl. moved the 2nd reading of A Bill Entitled “The Liquor Licence Act, 


1866.” 
2nded by the Col. Secy. & agreed to nem. con. 
Bill passed a 2nd reading & was ordered to be committed. 


The Council then adjourned till Wednesday next at two. 


William A. G. Young 
Colonial Secretary 
and presiding Member 
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Wednesday, the 9th day of May, 1866 


The Council met this day at two O’clock. 


Present: The Col. Secretary, The Atty. General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor 
General, Messrs. Fraser, Finlayson, Rhodes. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 

A message from the Legislative Assembly was read requesting a Conference with 
the Council upon the subject of the amendments to A Bill Entitled “The District 
Courts Act, 1866.” 

The Council agreed that a Conference should take place and fixed Friday 
next at three O’clock for the purpose. 

Mr. Fraser gave notice that at the next meeting of Council he would ask leave to 
move for the following Return. 

1. The cost of drafting & of printing Bills and other Papers for the Council 
and for the Assembly during the present Session. 

2. The Cost of furnishing all Returns ordered by the House of Assembly 
during the same Session. 

3. The same as regards the Council—same period. 

4. To whom payment has been made for these services; and if any sums 
are owing therefor to state to whom. 

The Council then went into Committee upon the Franchise Bill. 

The Treasurer in the Chair. 

The Presiding Member having resumed the Chair. 

The Bill was reported complete with amendments. 

Upon motion of Mr. Fraser 2nd by Mr. Rhodes The Bill was read a 3rd 
time and passed the Council nem. con. 

The Council then went into Committee upon the Liquor Licence Amendment Bill. 

Progress was reported and the Council adjourned until Friday next at two O’clock. 


Joseph Needham 
President 











Friday, the 11th day of May, 1866 


The Council met this day at two O’clock. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secretary, The Attorney General, The Trea- 
surer, Mr. Fraser. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 
The Members of the Council met a Committee of the Legislative Assembly in con- 
ference upon the subject of the amendments of the Council to A Bill Entitled 
The District Court Act 1866. 
The Council then adjourned until Monday at two O’clock. 
William A. G. Young 
Presiding Member 











354 14 MAY 1866 





Monday, the 14th day of May, 1866 


The Council met this day at two O’clock. 
Present: The Col. Secretary, The Atty. General, The Treasurer, Hon. H. Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A Message was read forwarding a Bill to Encourage the Establishment of Invest- 
ment, Savings and Loan Societies also A Bill Entitled “The Sanitary Commis- 
sion Act 1866.” _ 

Upon motion of the Treasurer 2nded by Mr. Rhodes the foregoing Bills were 
read a 1st time nem. con. 

The Council then went into Committee upon A Bill Entitled “The Liquor Licence 
amendment Act, 1866.” 

The Treasurer in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments. 


The Council adjourned until Thursday next at two. 


William A. G. Young 
Colonial Secty. & Presiding Member 








Thursday, the 17th day of May, 1866 


The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 
Present: The Col. Secy., The Treasurer, Mr. Fraser. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 


A message from the Governor was read forwarding copy Reports of Her Majesty’s 
Secretaries of Embassy & Legation respecting Coal. 


Upon motion of the Treasurer 2nded by Mr. Fraser A Bill Entitled An Act to amend 
the Liquor licence Act 1861 was read a 3rd time and passed the Council with 
amendments. 


The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at two O’clock. 


William A. G. Young 
Colonial Secty. & Presiding Member 











Friday, the 18th day of May, 1866 


The Council met at two O’clock. 


Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Atty. General, The Treasurer, Messrs. Fraser, 
Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 
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The Council went into Committee upon the Homestead Bill. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 


Mr. Fraser read a Communication from the Victoria Chamber of Com- 
merce in favour of a Homestead Law. 


Progress was reported with the Bill and leave asked to sit again, which hav- 
ing been granted. 
The Council adjourned until Tuesday at two O'clock. 


William A. G. Young 
Col Secty. and Presiding Member 














Saturday, the 26th day of May, 1866 


The Council met this day at two O’clock. 
Present: The Col. Secretary, Attorney General, Messrs. Finlayson, Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and Confirmed. 


A message from the Legislative Assembly was read returning A Bill Entitled “The 
District Courts Act 1866” which had passed the Legislative Assembly as 
amended in the Conference holden on the 11th Instant. 


The Bill then passed the Council nem. con. 


The Council then went into Committee upon the Homestead Bill. 
Mr. Rhodes in the Chair. 
Progress was reported & leave asked to sit again which having been granted. 


The Council adjourned until tomorrow at two O clock. 


Joseph Needham 
President 











Monday, the 28th day of May, 1566 


The Council met this day at 3 Oclock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Atty. General, The Treasurer, Messrs. Rhodes, 
Fraser. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A message from the Legislative Assembly was read returning A Bill Entitled An 
Act to amend “The liquor Licence Act, 1861” which had been further amended 
by the Assembly. 

The amendments were agreed to by the Council. 
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A Bill Entitled An Act to incorporate the Town of Nanaimo then came up for a 
2nd reading—on the question being put. 

The Col. Secretary moved as an amendment that the Bill be read this day 
six months. 
Mr. Fraser 2nded and the amendment was carried nem. con. 

A Bill Entitled The Sanitary Commission Act 1866. came up for a 2nd reading 
and upon motion of the Colonial Secretary 2nded by the Atty. General was 
ordered to be read this day six months—nem. con. 

The Colonial Secretary moved 2nded by Mr. Fraser that A Bill Entitled The Vic- 
toria Incorporation Act 1862 Amendment Act, 1866, be read a 2nd time. 

On the question being put the Bill passed a 2nd reading nem. con. and was 
Committed. 
The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at two O’clock. 


Joseph Needham 








Tuesday, the 29th day of May, 1866 


The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secy., The Atty. Genl., The Treasurer, Mr. 
Finlayson. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 
The following Bills came up in Committee viz. Weights & Measures Bill & Bill to 
provide for the registration of Births Deaths & Marriages. 
It was ordered that the consideration thereof be postponed sine die. nem. 
con. 


The consideration of the Imprisonment for debt Bill and Homestead Bill was post- 
poned until next meeting of the Council. 


The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at 2. 
Joseph Needham 
President 

















Thursday, the 7th day of June, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secy., The Atty. Genl., Messrs. Fraser, 
Rhodes, Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


Mr. Fraser pursuant to notice given on the 9th May last that he would at the next 
meeting of the Council move for a Return of the cost of printing for the two 
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branches of the Legislature during the last and present Session, with the per- 
mission of the Council moved nunc pro tunc’ that His Excellency The Gover- 
nor be respectfully requested to cause the said return to be furnished to the 
House. 

The motion was agreed to nem. con. 


Mr. Fraser gave notice that at the next meeting of Council he would ask leave to 
move for a return of the amount belonging to the Crown land fund now on 
hand, Of the amount past due Of the amount now owing and when the amount 
owing becomes due and payable. 


The Bill to amend the Law of Partnership Came up for a 3rd reading. 
The Col. Secy. moved that the Bill be recommitted. 
Mr. Fraser 2nded. 
Bill recommitted nem. con. 
Col. Secy in the Chair. 
The President having resumed the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete and upon motion of the Col. Secretary 
2nded by Mr. Fraser was read a 3rd time and passed the Council nem. con. 


The Council then went into Committee on The Imprisonment for debt Bill. 
Mr. Rhodes in the Chair. 


Progress was reported and the Council adjourned till 2 Oclock on Monday next. 


William A. G. Young 
Col. Secty. as Presiding Member 


7 J.e., now instead of then. 














Monday, the 11th day of June, 1866 





The Council met at 2 o’clock. 
Present: The Col. Secretary, The Atty. Genl., The Treasurer, The Sur. General, 
Mr. Fraser. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 


A message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting A Bill Entitled 
An Act to amend the Indian liquor Act, 1860, and also A Bill Entitled the 
Spring Ridge Water Company’s Act 1866. 

Upon motion of Mr. Fraser 2nded by the Treasurer The two Bills were 
read a Ist time. 

Mr. Fraser pursuant to notice moved for Returns in reference to Crown revenue. 


The Homestead Bill was then recommitted. 
The Treasurer in the Chair. 
Progress was reported and the Council adjourned until Wednesday at ¥2 two. 


William A. G. Young 
Col. Secty. as presiding Member 
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Friday, the 15th day of June, 1866 


The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 
Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Surveyor General. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Attorney General gave notice that he would move for leave to bring in a Bill 
to regulate the duties of coroner. 


The Council then went.into Committee on the Homestead Bill. 
The Surveyor General in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments. 


The Council then went into Committee on the imprisonment for debt Bill. 
The Surveyor General in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments. 


The Council then adjourned until Monday at 2.30. 


Joseph Needham 
President 








Monday, the 18th day of June, 1866 





The Council met this day at 2.30 Oclock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secretary, The Atty. General, The Treasurer, 
Messrs. Finlayson, Fraser, Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A message from His Excellency the Governor was read transmitting the following 
Resolutions passed by the Legislative Assembly, for the consideration and 
opinion of the Legislative Council. 


Resolutions passed the Legislative Assembly the 15 June, 1866. 


The House of Assembly of Vancouver Island having considered the condition 
of the Colony is of opinion, 

1st. That the Country suffers intensely from causes in a great measure attribu- 
table to the continued separation of Vancouver Island and British Columbia and 
to the very expensive and irresponsible character of the Government of both Col- 
onies. 


2. That the population of Vancouver Island and British Columbia which ex- 
clusive of Indians, does not exceed Ten thousand persons cannot, with its other 
weighty liability afford more than a salary of Two thousand Pounds for a Governor 
with proportionate salaries for necessary heads of Departments. 


3. In view of the above facts the House is of opinion that nothing short of im- 
mediate Union of Vancouver Island and British Columbia under a constitution ap- 
portioning Representation according to population and giving to the Peoples Rep- 
resentatives control over the mode and amount of taxation and expenditure can stay 
the rapid decline of both countries and restore the confidence of the Public. 

4. The House in transmitting the above to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary 
of State for the Colonies feeling deeply the injury which both Vancouver Island and 
British Columbia are sustaining from the present state of uncertainty and suspense 
on the question of Union would respectfully ask for a reply by telegraph as to the 
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intentions of Her Majesty’s Government with regard to the matter during the present 
Session of the Imperial Parliament, Ordered, That the above resolutions be trans- 
mitted to His Excellency the Governor praying that he will cause the same to be 
telegraphed forthwith to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

The consideration of the above Resolutions was fixed as the order of the 


day for tomorrow. 


A Message from the Legislative Assembly was read forwarding counter amend- 
ments to the Franchise Bill. 
Ordered to be laid upon the Table. 


The Attorney General pursuant to notice moved for leave to bring in a Bill Entitled 
An Act to regulate the holding of Coroners Inquests in Vancouver Island and 
its Dependencies. 

The Bill was read a Ist time. 


Upon motion of the Colonial Secretary 2nded by the Atty. General The Homestead 
Bill was read a 3rd time and passed the Council nem. con. 


Upon motion of the Col. Secy. 2nded by the Atty. General A Bill Entitled The 
debtors relief Act, 1866, was read a 3rd time and passed nem. con. 


Upon motion of the Colonial Secretary a Bill Entitled “The Spring Ridge Water 
Company’s Act, 1866,” was referred to a Select Committee. 
The President nominated the following Gentlemen: Mr. Finlayson, Mr. 
Fraser, Mr. Rhodes. 


The Council then went into Committee on the Victoria Incorporation Act amend- 
ment Bill. 
The Col. Secy. in the Chair. 


Progress was reported and the Council adjourned until tomorrow at 2.30 O'clock. 


Joseph Needham 
President 














Tuesday, the 19th day of June, 1866 





The Council met this day at 2.30 O'clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secy., The Atty. General, The Treasurer, The 
Sur. Genl., Messrs. Fraser, Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


The Council went into consideration of the Message of His Excellency the Gover- 
nor enclosing copy of Resolutions of the Legislative Assembly in regard to 
the state of the Colony. 


The Council adjourned until Thursday next at 10 A. M. for the purpose of con- 


tinuing the consideration thereof. 
Joseph Needham 
President 
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Thursday, the 21st day of June, 1866 


The Council met this day at 10 o’clock. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secy., The Atty. Genl., The Treasurer, The 
Sur. General, Messrs. Fraser, Finlayson. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confd. 
The Colonial Secretary moved that a Bill Entitled “The Coroners Jury Act, 1866” 
be read a 2nd time. 
The Attorney General 2nded the motion and the Bill was read a 2nd time 
nem. con. 


Th 


oO 


Council then resumed the consideration of the Resolutions of the Legislative 
Assembly enclosed in Message of H. E. the Governor of 18 June 1866. 

Upon motion of the Hon. D. Fraser 2nded by Hon. R. Finlayson The follow- 
ing Resolutions passed the Council, The Attorney General non. content, 

That an humble Address be presented to H. E. the Governor acknowledging 
receipt of and thanking His Excellency for his Communication of the 18th 
Instant transmitting certain Resolutions of the Legislative Assembly “on the 
State of the Colony” for the consideration and opinion of this House. 

That the following Resolutions embodying the opinion of this House upon 
the subject of the Assembly’s Resolutions be presented to His Excellency for 
transmission to Her Majestys Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Resolved—That the Legislative Council of Vancouver Island and its De- 
pendencies having taken into its serious consideration the Resolutions above 
alluded to feels considerable difficulty in suddenly expressing a decided opinion 
upon the varied and important subjects embraced in those Resolutions. 

That the Council cannot agree in thinking that the Government of this 
Colony is irresponsible in its character and it fails to see the connection be- 
tween the depression which at present exists and the constitution of the Govern- 
ment. 

That in the opinion of this Council that depression is owing mainly to the 
decrease of the Mining population of the neighbouring Colony diminishing the 
Trade of Victoria: to overtrading: to differential duties imposed by the Sister 
Colony and since the Entire separation of the two Governments in 1864 to 
Excessive commercial credits: to speculations in Mining Adventures to a 
course of political agitation which has had the effect of paralyzing credit and 
repelling capital. 

That it appears however to the Council that the evil has been aggravated 
by the uncertainty and suspense which have so long existed on the question of 
Union; and that it would be highly expedient that the final decision of Her 
Majestys Government on that subject should be obtained and communicated 
with as little delay as possible. 


Upon motion of the Col. Secy. 2nded by the Treasurer A Bill Entitled “the Me- 
chanics Lien Act 1866,” was ordered to be read this day six months nem. 
con. 
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Upon motion of the Col. Secy. 2nded by the Atty. Genl. A Bill Entitled An Act 
respecting Ferries was ordered to be read this day six months nem. con. 


Upon motion of the Atty. General 2nded by Mr. Finlayson A Bill respecting the 
descent of real Property was ordered to be read this day six months—nem. 
con. 


The Council then resolved itself into Comtee. and took into consideration the 
Comtee. amendments of the Legislative Assembly to the amendments of the 
Council to the Franchise Bill. 

The Committee reported that some of the amendments had been agreed to 
and others not agreed to. 


Mr. Fraser gave notice that he would at the next meeting of Council move a Reso- 
lution in regard to the differential duties charged by the Colony of British Co- 
lumbia on Vancouver Island merchandize. 

Council adjourned until Monday at 2.30. 


Joseph Needham 
President 











Monday, the 25th day of June, 1866 


The Council met this day at half past two O clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secy., The Atty. General, The Treasurer, 
The Sur. General, Messrs. Fraser, Finlayson. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A message from the Governor was read transmitting copy of a Despatch from the 
Secy. of State for the Colonies in reference to the sale of liquor to Indians. 


Ordered to be laid upon the table. 


Mr. Fraser pursuant to notice moved the following Memorial. Mr. Finlayson 
2nded. Agreed to nem. con. 


Resolved unaminously this 25 day of June 1866 that the following Memor- 
ial on the subject of the differential duties levied upon the Merchandize of 
this Colony be addressed to Her Majesty’s Principal Secy. of State for the 
Colonies and that His Excellency be respectfully requested to be pleased to 
forward the same, namely: 


To the Right Honble. Edward Cardwell, Esquire, 

H. M. Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

The Memorial of the Legislative Council of Vancouver Island & its Depen- 
dencies respectfully sheweth. 

That your Memorialists submit for consideration the following facts. 

2. That goods shipped from Vancouver Island to British Columbia are by the 
mode of valuation adopted in British Columbia charged with a greater amount of 
duty than Goods shipped from any other Country. 


3. That this differential duty is so great that upon an Invoice of £1000. of goods 
from the United States or France or any other Country—taken as an illustration— 
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the duty levied amounts to £200. only while on an Invoice of the same amount from 
Vancouver Island it amounts to £300. 

4, That while such differential duty fails to produce any advantage to British 
Columbia it has a tendency ruinous to the Trade of Vancouver Island. 

5. That the above duties are levied under an Ordinance passed in British Co- 
lumbia on the 15 day of February 1865. 

6. That the above Ordinance is contrary to the Royal Instructions issued by the 
Imperial Govt. to the Governor of B. Columbia paragraph 14 which forbids the 
imposition of differential duties. 

7. That such a tariff is contrary to the comity which ought to exist between 
two sister Colonies: contrary to the true interests of both and calculated to inspire 
disunion and hostility between them. 

8. That having regard to the above facts and believing that the said Ordinance 
has not yet been ratified by the Queen in Council. 


9. Your Memorialists humbly pray that the same may be disallowed as being 
prejudicial to the true interests of both Colonies, injurious to the trade of Vancouver 
Island;—contrary to the letter and spirit of the Royal instructions and opposed to the 
Imperial policy of free and unrestricted Trade. 


And your memorialists will ever pray. 
Upon motion of the Sur. General A Bill for the Protection of Inventions passed a 
2nd reading and was committed. 
The Council then went into Committee on the Coroners Bill. 
The Col. Secy in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete without amendments. 
Mr. Finlayson presented a petition numerously signed by parties praying the Council 
to pass the Law legalizing the sale of liquor to Indians. 
Ordered to be laid upon the Table. 
The Amendments on the Amendments of the L. Assembly were then read a 2nd 
time and passed. 
The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at 2.30. 


William A. G. Young 
Col. Secty. as presiding Member 








Tuesday, the 26th day of June, 1866 


The Council met this day at Three Oclock. 
Present: The Colonial Secy., The Attorney General, The Surveyor General. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A Bill Entitled “The Coroners Jury Act, 1866,” was read a third time and passed 
the Council. 


The Council then adjourned until Monday next at 2.30 O clock. 


Joseph Needham 
President 
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Tuesday, the 3rd day of July, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2.30 O’clock. 

Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secy., The Atty. General, The Treasurer, 
Messrs. Fraser, Rhodes. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 

Mr. Fraser presented a Petition signed by 123 persons against the passing by the 
Council of the Bill to legalize the sale of liquor to Indians. 

It was ordered that The Petition be laid upon the Table. 

On motion of the Attorney General 2nded by Mr. Fraser A Bill Entitled An Act to 
encourage the Establishment of Investment, Savings and loan Societies was 
read a 2nd time nem. con. and committed. 

The Council then went into Committee on A Bill Entitled the Victoria Incorpora- 
tion Act amendment Act 1866. 

Mr, Fraser in the Chair. 

Progress was reported and the Council adjourned until Tuesday next the 10th 
Instant at 11 Oclock A. M. 

Joseph Needham 
President 











Tuesday, the 10th day of July, 1866 


The Council met this day at 11 O’clock A.M. 

Present: The Chief Justice, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The 
Treasurer, The Sur. General, Messrs. Fraser, Rhodes. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 

A message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting A Bill Entitled 
The Temporary Loan Act 1866. 

A message was also read covering the Franchise Bill the Amendments of the Council 
not having been agreed to by the Assembly. 

Upon motion of the Colonial Secy. 2nded by the Treasurer, The Temporary Loan 
Bill was read a Ist time nem. con. 

The Council then resumed the consideration, in Committee, of a Bill Entitled An 
Act to amend the Victoria Incorporation Act 1862. 

Progress was reported and leave obtained to sit again. 

Upon motion of the Col. Secy. 2nded by the Treasurer the Standing orders of the 
Council were suspended and A Bill Entitled The Temporary Loan Act, 1866 
read a 2nd time. 

Mr. Fraser non content. 
The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at 11 A. M. 


Joseph Needham 
President 
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Wednesday, the 11th day of July, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2.30 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secretary, The Atty. General, The Treasurer, 
Messrs. Fraser, Rhodes. 

The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 

Upon motion of the Col. Secy. 2nded by the Treasurer A Bill Entitled “The Tem- 
porary Loan Act, 1866” was read a third time and passed the Council nem. 
con. 

The Council then adjourned until Monday the 16th Instant at 2.30. 


William A. G. Young 
Col. Secty. and presiding Member 





Tuesday, the 24th day of July, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2.30 O’clock. 
Present: The Col. Secretary, The Atty. General, Messrs. Rhodes, Fraser. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 

The Council took into consideration a Message from the Legislative Assembly 
returning A Bill Entitled An Act to amend “The Franchise Act 1859” the 
amendments of the Council thereto not having been agreed to. 

Upon motion of Mr. Fraser 2nded by Mr. Rhodes It was ordered that the 
Bill do lie on the table. 

The Council then went into Committee on the Victoria Incorporation Act amend- 

ment Bill. 

Mr. Rhodes in the Chair. 

Progress was reported and leave asked to sit again which having been 
granted. 


The Council adjourned ’till 2.30 on Friday next. 


William A. G. Young 
Col. Secty. and presiding Member 








Tuesday, the 14th day of August, 1866 





The Council met this day at 2 30 O’clock. 
Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney General, The Treasurer, Mr. Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed. 


A message from the Governor was read enclosing copy of papers which had been 
presented to the Imperial Parliament in reference to the proposed union of 
Vancouver Island and British Columbia. 
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A message from the Legislative Assembly was read returning a Bill Entitled “an 
Act to Exempt the Homestead from forced sale and seizure in certain cases—” 
with two Amendments thereto and which were agreed to by the Council. 


A message was also read enclosing a Bill Entitled An Act to amend the Victoria & 
Esquimalt Harbour dues Act 1862. 
The Bill was read a 1st time nem. con. 
A further message was received and read returning A Bill to amend the Law of 
Arrest and imprisonment for debt which had passed the Legislative Assembly. 
It was ordered that the Bill be engrossed and sent up for the Assent of His 
Excellency the Governor. 


The Council then adjourned until Friday at two O’clock. 


Joseph Needham 
President 














Friday, the 17th day of August, 1866 


The Council met this day at 2.30 O’clock. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secy., The Atty. General, The Treasurer. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 
A message from the Lower House was read returning a Bill Entitled The Coroner’s 
Jury Act, 1866 with amendments. 
Upon motion of the Colonial Secretary 2nded by the Treasurer the amend- 
ments were agreed to nem. con. 
A message was also read transmitting A Bill Entitled “An Act to amend the Road 
Act, 1860.” 
Upon motion of the Col. Secy. 2nded by the Treasurer The Bill was read 
a 1st time nem con. 
A message was also read transmitting a Bill Entitled An Act to apply the sum of 
$248,963 32499 to the service of the year, 1866. 
Upon motion of the Col. Secy. 2nded by the Treasurer The Bill passed a 
1st reading. 
The Council then took into consideration the amendments made by the Lower 
House to the Homestead Bill. 
Upon motion of the Col. Secy. 2nded by the Treasurer The amendments 
were agreed to. 
The Council then adjourned until Wednesday next at two. 


William A. G. Young 
Col. Secty. & presiding Member 
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Wednesday, the 22nd day of August, 1866 


The Council met at 2.30 O clock. 
Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, Mr. Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confd. 


Upon motion of the Treasurer 2nded by Mr. Rhodes A Bill Entitled An Act to 
amend “the Road Act 1860” was read a 2nd time and committed. 


The order of the day being the 2nd reading of A Bill Entitled An Act to apply the 
sum of $248,9632%4 9 to the service of the year 1866. 
Mr. Rhodes moved the 2nd reading. 
On the question being put, The Treasurer non content. 
The Chairman voted for the 2nd reading and the Bill passed a 2nd reading 
accordingly and was committed. 


The Council then adjourned until Monday at two O'clock. 


President 
Joseph Needham 








Monday, the 27th day of August, 1866 





The House met this day at 3 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secretary, The Atty. General, The Hon. H. 
Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 


The Atty. General gave notice of motion to bring in a Bill to regulate the law of 
trespass on land by cattle and other animals and also A Bill to amend the 
Bill of Sale Act 1861. 


The Council then resolved into Committee on a Bill to apply the sum of 
$248,963 32 to the service of the year, 1866. 
Mr. Rhodes in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments. 
The House then went into Committee on a Bill to amend the Road Act, 1860. 
Mr. Rhodes in the Chair. 


The Bill was reported complete without amendments—and the Council adjourned 
until tomorrow at two O'clock. 


Joseph Needham 
President 
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Tuesday, the 28th day of August, 1866 


The House met at 3 O’clock. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secretary, The Atty. General, The Hon. 
Henry Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 


The Attorney General pursuant to notice brought in a Bill to regulate the law of 
trespass on land by cattle and other animals and moved that it be read 1st time. 
Col. Secy. 2nded the motion and the Bill passed a 1st reading. 


The Atty. General also, pursuant to notice brought in A Bill to amend the Bill of 
Sale Act 1861 and moved that it be read a 1st time. 
The Col. Secy. seconded the motion and the Bill passed a 1st reading nem. 
con. 


Upon motion by the Col. Secy. 2nded by Mr. Rhodes A Bill to amend the Road 
Act, 1860, was read a 3rd time and passed. 
Upon motion of the Col. Secy. 2nded by Atty. General The Appropriation Bill was 
read a 3rd time and passed. 
The House then went into Committee with Patent Bill—Mr. Rhodes in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments. 
Upon motion of the Col. Secy. 2nded by the Atty. General The Bill was 
read a 3 time & passed the Council. 
The Council then went into Committee on A Bill to amend the Victoria Incorpora- 
tion Act 1862. 
Mr. Rhodes in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments and upon motion of the Col. 
Secy. 2nded by the Atty. General The Bill was read a 3rd time & passed. 
The Col. Secy. moved that a Bill Entitled The Harbor dues Amendment Act be 
read a 2nd time. 
2nded by the Atty. General & Bill passed a 2nd reading nem. con. 
The Council then adjourned until tomorrow at two O’clock. 


Joseph Needham 








Wednesday, the 29th day of August, 1866 


The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 
Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secretary, The Attorney General, Mr. Rhodes. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 


A message was received & read returning A Bill to amend the Victoria Incorpora- 
tion Act 1862, the Legislative Assembly not agreeing to the amendments of 
the Council thereto. 
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A message was also read returning A Bill Entitled An Act to grant the sum of 


$248963 324 99 to the service of the year, 1866, the amendments of the Council 
not having been agreed to. 

Upon motion of the Col. Secy. the Consideration of the Message was fixed 
for tomorrow. 


Atty. Genl. moved the 2nd reading of The Cattle trespass Bill. 


Bill passed 2nd reading nem. con. 


The Atty. Genl. moved 2nd reading of Bill of Sale Amendment Act. 


Bill passed 2nd reading nem. con. 


Council then went into Committee on the Harbor dues Amendment Bill. 


Mr. Rhodes in the Chair. 
The Bill was reported complete with amendments. 


The Council then adjourned till tomorrow at two. 


William A. G. Young 
Colonial Secretary as Presiding Member 














Thursday, the 30th day of August, 1866 


The Council met this day at 3 O’clock. 


Present: The Col. Secretary, The Atty. General, Messrs. Rhodes, Finlayson. 


The minutes of the last meeting having been read & confd. 


Upon motion of the Atty General The Harbour dues Act Amendment Bill was read 


a 3rd time & passed. 


The Council then resolved into Committee to consider a message from the Legisla- 


tive Assembly stating that they had not agreed to the Amendments of the 
Council to A Bill to apply the sum of $248963324 99 to the service of the 
Year, 1866. 

Mr. Finlayson in the Chair. 

The Presiding Member having resumed the Chair. 

The Committee reported that the message had been considered and certain 
resolutions adopted. 


The Resolutions having been read were agreed to unanimously. 


Resolved—That this Council has unanimously agreed to the grant to the 
Crown of $248,963%%4 9 9 for the public service of the Colony for the year 
1866, but this Council has been compelled to reject the Schedule accompany- 
ing the Bill in which such grant was made by the Legislative Assembly inas- 
much as that Schedule contained numerous tacks or clauses wholly foreign to 
the principle and purport of the Bill to which it was attached and of which it 
purported to form apart and in particular reproduced one measure which this 
Council had already this Session rejected. 
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That while this Council does not desire to interpose between the Crown and 
the Legislative Assembly in matters of supply and is prepared by its vote to 
confirm and support any constitutional application of public moneys towards 
the various and necessary objects of the public service yet at the same time it 
feels bound to record its deliberate opinion that any attempt on the part of the 
Legislative Assembly to coerce the action of the Legislative Council by annex- 
ing to Supply Bills matters foreign to their expressed object and purport is both 
irregular and unconstitutional and calculated seriously to embarrass public 
affairs and to impede the progress and prosperity of the Colony. 

Resolved—That the Supply Bill be sent Back to the Legislative Assembly 
with a copy of the foregoing Resolution. 


The Council then went into Committee on the Cattle trespass Bill. 

The Atty. Genl. in the Chair. 

The Bill was reported complete and was read a 3rd time & passed. 
The Council in Committee on the Bill of Sale Act Amendment Act. 

The Atty. Genl. in the Chair. 

The Bill was reported complete and read a 3rd time & passed. 
The Council then adjourned till tomorrow at 2. 


William A. G. Young 
Colonial Secretary as Presiding Member 








Friday, the 31st day of August, 1866 





The Council met this day at two O’clock. 

Present: The Colonial Secretary, The Atty. General, Messrs. Rhodes, Finlayson. 
The Minutes of the meeting having been read & confd. 

A message from the Legislative Assembly was read returning A Bill Entitled An 


Act to amend the Victoria & Esquimalt Harbours dues Act, the amendments 
of the Council thereto having been agreed to save the one made to clause III. 


The Council agreed to waive its amendment and adjourned ’till tomorrow at 11 
O’clock. 
Joseph Needham 
President 














Sunday, the Ist day of September, 1866 


The Council met at 11 A.M. 


Present: The Chief Justice, The Col. Secretary, The Acting Atty. General, The 
Treasurer, The Acting Surveyor General, Mr. Rhodes. 


The Minutes of the last meeting having been read & confirmed. 
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A message from the Legislative Assembly was read transmitting the following 
Resolutions: 


Resolved, That the House in reply to the Resolutions of the hon. Legislative 
Council, dated August 30, 1866, is of the following opinion: 


1. That the Legislative Council does not possess any constitutional right to 
originate, amend or alter a bill granting a supply to the Crown, or to alter, amend, or 
strike out the schedule of any such bill or any part thereof, or even to suggest to 
this House a desire to amend, alter, or strike out any part of a Bill granting a supply 
to the Crown, or even to correct any portion of such Bill, unless the same is clearly a 
clerical error contrary to the resolutions of this House in Supply, or even to return 
such a bill to this House except when assented to by the Council. 

2. That this House recognizes no right or privilege whatever, in the Hon. Legis- 
lative Council, respecting a bill in which this House grants a supply to the Crown, 
except the constitutional right to reject or assent to such bill. 

3. That this House possesses the sole and exclusive right to grant supplies to the 
Crown, and in every Bill of Supply to limit the time for which such grant shall be 
made, to name the amount of money to be expended for each and every service 
chargeable on the general revenue, and to attach such conditions to every such grant 
as in the judgment of this House is right, proper, and for the public good. 

4. That the hon. Legislative Council, in striking out the Schedule to the Bill of 
Supply for 1866, with the intention of leaving the total grant for 1866, viz.: the sum 
of $248,963.32, to be expended at the discretion of the Executive independently of 
the wishes of this House; and in twice returning such Bill so amended to this House 
(without the Schedule) has exceeded its lawful authority, has violated the undoubted 
privileges of this House, has endangered the liberties of the people and of this House, 
and has interposed an unlawful authority between this House and the Crown, thereby 
retarding the best interests of the country by preventing this House from granting a 
Supply to the Crown for the current year. 

5. That this House denies that the Schedule to the Bill of Supply contains any 
“tacks”, “clauses” or provisions “foreign to the principle and purport” of the said 
Bill, or anything that this House has not a lawful and undoubted right to attach 
thereto. 

6. That if any one measure is reproduced in the schedule which the Legislative 
Council has rejected this session, this House is not aware of it; but even if such one 
measure so rejected has been reproduced, and if such one measure is a condition 
attaching to the duties of any public officer paid out of the general revenue, this 
House maintains that it had and has an undoubted right to attach such a condition 
thereto. That even if such condition or “one measure” were attached unconstitution- 
ally to the Supply Bill (which this House denies) the only authority that the hon. 
Legislative Council could constitutionally exercise, would be the right to assent to 
or reject the Bill as a whole; but it possesses no authority to attempt to amend a Bill 
of Supply for any such cause. 

7. That this House deliberately, and unequivocally declares that it has not made 
“any attempt” whatever “to coerce the action of the Legislative Council” by inserting 
anything whatever in the Supply Bill or in the Schedule thereto. That whatever 
provisions there may be in the body of the Bill of Supply or in the Schedule thereto, 
have been made in the exercise of the undoubted right of this House to grant a 
Supply to the Crown, subject to such limitations as in the judgment of this House are 
best calculated to guard against an undue expenditure of the general revenue, and 
at the same time to “promote the progress and prosperity of the Colony.” 

Resolved, That the above Resolutions be transmitted to the Legislative Council. 


The Col. Secretary moved that the following Resolution be entered on the 
Minutes of the Council. 

That this Council has received the resolutions of the Legislative 
Assembly, dated the 31st August, 1866. That this Council does not 
concur in the statements therein contained, the same being in opposition 
to documentary evidence that has been and is before the Council. 
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In doing so he commented upon the Resolutions of the Assembly seriatum, 
and he pointed out that the principal matters comprised in those Resolutions 
were really foreign to the point at issue between the Council and the Assembly 
—that point was not any assumption by the Council of equal rights with the 
Assembly in respect of Bills of Supply—he would not assert that the Council 
did not possess equal rights, but at all events the Council if they did, following 
the principle of the constitution but were in reality in opposition to and could 
be controverted by the Documentary Evidence he has cited, viz., the Royal 
Commission & Instructions and the Schedule to the so-called Supply Bill, but 
as the Session would last but for a few hours longer, and as the Supply Bill 
had not been sent back from the Lower House he thought it inexpedient for 
the Council to do more than to record the receipt of the Resolutions and the 
dissent of the Council from their tenor and he concluded by formally moving 
the adoption of the Resolution he had laid upon the Table, at the same time 
emphatically disclaiming any participation on the part of the Council in the 
absence this year of a Supply Bill. 

The Attorney General concurred generally in what had been stated by the 
Hon. the Colonial Secretary. He stated that the Bill sent up as a Supply Bill 
might with equal propriety have been called a Bill for the repeal of the Real 
Estate Tax Act, and to regulate other matters, and he characterized it as im- 
proper and unconstitutional in form. He deprecated any Colonial Legislature 
arrogating to themselves the right of exercising the time honored powers and 
privileges of the House of Lords and Commons in England and he maintained 
that the Legislature of this Colony could only frame Bills with constitutional 
limits and those limits were to be found in the source of their power—the 
Royal Commission and Instructions. He concluded by seconding the Resolu- 
tion of the Hon. Colonial Secretary. 

The Hon. Mr. Rhodes concurred in the Resolution but considered that full 
minutes of the proceedings should be entered on the Records of the Council to 
explain what was the nature of the Documentary evidence alluded to in the 
Resolution. 


The Hon. the Treasurer stated that altho’ absent at the two previous sittings 
he entirely agreed in the action of the mother Country, did not desire, upon the 
present occasion, to exercise any such right—that was not the question at 
issue. That question was at present confined solely to the mixing up of 
different matters in one and the same Bill which the Legislature were forbidden 
to do by the Queen’s Instructions, which Instructions virtually formed the 
Constitution of the Colony, and in mixing up those matters foreign to the title 
and purport of the Bill the Assembly did through the Agency of the Supply 
Bill seek to coerce the action of the Council and to restrict its powers. He 
pointed out that all the powers and privileges claimed and asserted by the 
Assembly in those Resolutions were founded upon no authority whatever, 
that they were a mere series of assertions which were in no way borne out by 
the evidence before the Council, viz. the Queen’s Commission and Instructions 
to the Governor which were the source from whence the Assembly as well as 
the Council derived their legislative powers and he called especial attention to 
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the Resolutions in respect of the reproduction of measures which had already 
been rejected by the Council and the consequent attempt to “coerce” the 
Council. He was of opinion that a direct denial was given to the statements 
made in those Resolutions by the Schedule of the so called Supply Bill—A 
Bill to repeal the Real Estate Tax Act had in the earlier part of the Session 
been sent up from the Lower House and had been rejected by the Council. 
The so called Supply Bill had passed through the Lower House subsequently 
to that rejection and in the Schedule of the Bill as subsequently passed a clause 
was inserted providing for the repeal of the Real Estate Tax Act. If the 
previous Bill had.not been rejected by the Council why the insertion of that 
clause? He therefore contended that the Entire Resolutions of the House 
were not only a series of unsupported statements of the Council in respect of 
this matter and would support the motion of the Hon. Colonial Secretary. 


The Resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 


The Colonial Secretary moved that a copy of the Resolution of this Council 
of the 30th August 1866 and of the present Resolution and Minutes of proceed- 
ings be forwarded for the information of His Excellency The Governor. 


2nded by Mr. Rhodes and carried unanimously. 


A message with The Bill of Sale Act amendment Act 1866 which had passed the 


Legislative Assembly was read. 


The Council then adjourned until this day week.® 


8 Governor Kennedy prorogued the legislature on 1 September 1866. In keeping with the 
terms of the Franchise Act, 1859, which limited the duration of the House to three years from 
the date of its first meeting, he dissolved the legislature on 2 September 1866. Government 
Gazette Extraordinary, Vancouver Island, 1 September 1866. 
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APPENDIX A 


CHARTER OF GRANT TO VANCOUVER’S ISLAND 
TO 


THE HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY 


ROYAL GRANT 


VICTORIA, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith, to all to whom these Presents 
shall come, greeting: 

WHEREAS by the Royal Charter or Letters Patent of his late Majesty King Charles 
the Second, bearing date the 2d day of May, in the 22d year of his reign, his said 
late Majesty did (amongst other things) ordain and declare that the Governor and 
Company of Adventurers of England trading into Hudson’s Bay, thereby incorpo- 
rated, and their successors by that name, should at all times thereafter be personable 
and capable in law to have, purchase, receive, possess and enjoy and retain lands, 
rents, privileges, liberties, jurisdictions, franchises and hereditaments, of what 
nature or kind soever they were, to them or their successors: And also to give, 
grant, demise, alien, assign and dispose lands, tenements and hereditaments, and 
to do and execute all and singular other things by the same name that to them 
should or might appertain to do: 

And his said late Majesty did thereby for himself, his heirs and successors, give, 
grant and confirm unto the said Governor and Company and their successors, 
the sole trade and commerce of all those seas, straits, bays, rivers, lakes, creeks and 
sounds, in whatsoever latitude they should be, that lay within the entrance of the 
straits, commonly called Hudson’s Straits, together with all the lands and territories 
upon the countries, coasts and confines of the seas, bays, lakes, rivers, creeks and 
sounds aforesaid, that were not already actually possessed by or granted to any of 
his said late Majesty’s subjects, or possessed by the subjects of any other Christian 
prince or state, with the fishing of all sorts of fish, whales, sturgeons and all other 
royal fishes in the seas, bays, inlets and rivers within the premises, and the fish 
therein taken; together with the royalty of the seas upon the coasts within the limits 
aforesaid, and all mines royal, as well then discovered as not then discovered, of 
gold, silver, gems and precious stones to be found or discovered within the terri- 
tories, limits and places aforesaid, and that the said land should be from thenceforth 
reckoned and reputed as one of his said late Majesty’s plantations or colonies in 
America: 

And further, his said late Majesty did thereby for himself, his heirs and succes- 
sors, make, create and constitute the said Governor and Company for the time 
being, and their successors, the true and absolute lords and properties of the same 
territory, limits and places aforesaid, and of all other the premises (saving always 
the faith, allegiance and sovereign dominion due to his said late Majesty, his heirs 
and successors, for the same); to hold, possess and enjoy the said territory, limits 
and places, and all and singular other the premises thereby granted as aforesaid, 
with their and every of their rights, members, jurisdictions, prerogatives, royalties 
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and appurtenances whatsoever to them the said Governor and Company and their’ 
successors for ever; to be holden of his said late Majesty, his heirs and successors, 
as of his manor of East Greenwich, in the county of Kent, in free and common 
soccage, and not in capite or by knight’s service; yielding and paying yearly to his 
said late Majesty, his heirs and successors, for the same, two elks and two black 
beavers whensoever and as often as his said late Majesty, his heirs and successors, 
should happen to enter into the said countries, territories and regions thereby 
granted: 


And whereas by an Act passed in the Session of Parliament held in the 43d 
year of the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, intituled, “An Act 
for extending the Jurisdiction of the Courts of Justice in the Provinces of Lower 
and Upper Canada, to the Trial and Punishment of Persons guilty of Crimes and 
Offences within certain Parts of North America adjoining to the said Provinces,” 
it was enacted, that from and after the passing of that Act all offences committed 
within any of the Indian territories or parts of America not within the limits of 
either of the said provinces of Lower or Upper Canada, or of any civil govern- 
ment of the United States of America, should be and be deemed to be offences of 
the same nature, and should be tried in the same manner and subject to the same 
punishment as if the same had been committed within the provinces of Upper or 
Lower Canada, and provisions were contained in the said Act regulating the com- 
mittal and trial of the offenders: 

And whereas by an Act passed in the Session of Parliament holden in the first 
and second years of the reign of his late Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled, 
“An Act for regulating the Fur Trade, and establishing a Criminal and Civil Juris- 
diction within certain Parts of North America,” after reciting, among other things, 
that doubts had been entertained whether the provisions of said Act of the 43d of 
George the Third, extended to the territories granted by charter to the said Gover- 
nor and Company, and that it was expedient that such doubts should be removed, 
and that the said Act should be further extended; it was enacted (amongst other 
things), that from and after the passing of said last-mentioned Act, it should be 
lawful for his then Majesty, his heirs and successors, to make grants, or give his 
royal license, under the hand and seal of one of his Majesty’s Principal Secretaries 
of State, to any body corporate or company, or person or persons, of or for the 
exclusive privilege of trading with the Indians in all such parts of North America 
as should be specified in any of such grants or licenses respectively, not being part 
of the lands or territories theretofore granted to the said Governor and Company 
of Adventurers of England trading into Hudson’s Bay, and not being part of any 
of his Majesty’s provinces in North America, or of any lands or territories belonging 
to the United States of America, subject to the provisions and restrictions in the 
said Act menticned: 

And it was thereby further enacted, that the said Act of the 43d of George the 
Third, and all the clauses and provisoes therein contained, should be deemed and 
construed, and was and were thereby respectively declared to extend to and over, 
and to be in full force in and through all the territories theretofore granted to the 
said Company of Adventurers trading to Hudson’s Bay: 
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And whereas by Our grant or royal license, bearing date the 30th day of May 
1838, under the hand and seal of one of Our then Principal Secretaries of State, 
We granted and gave Our license to the said Governor and Company and their 
successors, for the exclusive privilege of trading with the Indians in all such parts 
of North America to the northward and westward of the lands and territories 
belonging to the United States of America as should not form part of any of Our 
Provinces in North America, or of any lands or territories belonging to the United 
States of America, or to any European government, state or power, subject never- 
theless as therein mentioned: 

And We did thereby give and grant and secure to the said Governor and Com- 
pany and their successors, the sole and exclusive privilege, for the full period of 
21 years from the date thereof, of trading with the Indians in all such parts of 
North America as aforesaid, except as therein mentioned, at the rent therein 
reserved, and upon the terms and subject to the qualification and power of revoca- 
tion therein contained: 

And whereas by a treaty between Ourselves and the United States of America, 
for the settlement of the Oregon boundary, signed at Washington on the 15th day 
of June 1846, it was agreed upon and concluded (amongst other things) as fol- 
lows:—That from the point of the 49th parallel of north latitude, where the 
boundary laid down in existing treaties and conventions between Great Britain 
and the said United States terminated, the line of boundary between Our territories 
and those of the United States should be continued westward along the said parallel 
of north latitude to the middle of the channel which separates the continent from 
Vancouver’s Island, and thence southerly through the middle of the said channel 
and of De Fuca’s Straits to the Pacific Ocean: Provided, however, that the naviga- 
tion of the whole of the said channel and straits south of the 49th parallel of south 
latitude should remain free and open to both parties: 

And whereas certain of Our lands and territories in North America lie to the 
westward and also to the northward of the territory granted to the said Governor 
and Company by the hereinbefore recited grant or letters patent of his said late 
Majesty King Charles the Second, and which is, pursuant to the direction in that 
behalf contained in such grant or letters patent, called or known as Rupert’s Land, 
and to the eastward of the territories the boundary line of which is defined by the 
hereinbefore recited treaty with the United States of North America: 

And whereas under the said last-mentioned grant or letters patent, and also under 
our hereinbefore recited grant or license of the 30th day of May 1838, the said 
Governor and Company have traded as well within as beyond the limits of the 
lands and territories granted to them by the said grant or letters patent of his said 
late Majesty King Charles the Second, and have, in connexion with and for the 
protection of their trade beyond the said limits, been in the habit of erecting forts 
and other isolated establishments without the said limits, and some of such forts 
and establishments of the said Governor and Company are now existing in that 
part of Our said territories in North America, including Vancouver’s Island, the 
boundary line between which and the territories of the said United States is deter- 
mined by the hereinbefore recited treaty between Ourselves and the said United 
States: 
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And whereas it would conduce greatly to the maintenance of peace, justice 
and good order, and the advancement of colonization and the promotion and en- 
couragement of trade and commerce in, and also to the protection and welfare 
of the native Indians residing within that portion of Our territories in North 
America, called Vancouver’s Island, if such island were colonized by settlers from 
the British dominions, and if the property in the land of such island were vested 
for the purpose of such colonization in the said Governor and Company of Adven- 
turers of England trading into Hudson’s Bay; but nevertheless, upon condition 
that the said Governor and Company should form on the said island a settlement 
or settlements, as hereinafter mentioned, for the purpose of colonizing the said 
island, and also should defray the entire expense of any civil and military establish- 
ments which may be required for the protection and government of such settlement 
or settlements (except, nevertheless, during the time of hostilities between Great 
Britain and any foreign European or American power): 

Now know ye, that We, being moved by the reasons before mentioned, do by 
these presents, for us, Our heirs and successors, give, grant and confirm unto the 
said Governor and Company of Adventurers of England trading into Hudson’s 
Bay, and their successors, all that the said island called Vancouver’s Island, together 
with all royalties of the seas upon the coasts within the limits aforesaid, and all 
mines royal thereto belonging: 

And further We do, by these presents, for Us, Our heirs and successors, make, 
create and constitute the said Governor and Company for the time being, and 
their successors, the true and absolute lords and proprietors of the same territories, 
limits and places, and of all other the premises (saving always the faith, allegiance 
and sovereign dominion due to Us, Our heirs and successors for the same); to 
have, hold, possess and enjoy the said territory, limits and places, and all and 
singular other the premises hereby granted as aforesaid, with their and every of 
their rights, members, royalties and appurtenances whatsoever to them, the said 
Governor and Company, and their successors for ever, to be holden of Us, Our 
heirs and successors, in free and common soccage, at the yearly rent of Seven 
shillings, payable to Us and Our successors for ever, on the First day of January 
in every year: 

Provided always, and We declare, that this present grant is made to the intent 
that the said Governor and Company shall establish upon the said island a settle- 
ment or settlements of resident colonists, emigrants from Our United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, or from other Our dominions, and shall dispose of the 
land there as may be necessary for the purposes of colonization; and to the intent 
that the said Company shall, with a view to the aforesaid purposes, dispose of all 
lands hereby granted to them at a reasonable price, except so much thereof as may 
be required for public purposes; and that all monies which shall be received by the 
said Company for the purchase of such land, and also from all payments which may 
be made to them for or in respect of the coal or other minerals to be obtained in the 
said island, or the right of searching for and getting the same, shall (after deduc- 
tion of such sums by way of profit as shall not exceed a deduction of 10 per cent. 
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from the gross amount received by the said Company from the sale of such land, 
and in respect of such coal or other minerals as aforesaid) be applied towards the 
colonization and improvement of the island; and that the Company shall reserve 
for the use of Us, Our heirs and successors, all such land as may be required 
for the formation of naval establishments, We, Our heirs and successors, paying 
a reasonable price for the same; and that the said Company shall, once in every 
two years at the least, certify under the seal of the said Governor and Company, to 
one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, what colonists shall have been from time 
to time settled in the said island, and what land shall be disposed of as aforesaid: 


And We further declare, that this present grant is made upon this condition, that 
if the said Governor and Company shall not, wtihin the term of five years from 
the date of these presents, have established upon the said island a settlement of 
resident colonists, emigrants from the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, or from other Our dominions; and it shall at any time, after the expiration 
of such term of five years, be certified to Us, Our heirs or successors, by any person 
who shall be appointed by Us, Our heirs or successors, to inquire into the condi- 
tion of such island, that such settlement has not been established according to the 
intent of this Our grant, or that the provisions hereinbefore mentioned respecting 
the disposal of land, and the price of lands and minerals, have not been respectively 
fulfilled, it shall be lawful for Us, Our heirs and successors, to revoke this present 
grant, and to enter upon and resume the said island and premises hereby granted, 
without prejudice, nevertheless, to such dispositions as may have been made in the 
meantime by the said Governor and Company of any land in the said island for 
the actual purpose of colonization and settlement, and as shall have been certified 
as aforesaid to one of Our Principal Secretaries of State: 


And We hereby declare, that this present grant is and shall be deemed and taken 
to be made upon this further condition, that We, Our heirs and successors, shall 
have, and We accordingly reserve unto Us and them, full power, at the expiration 
of the said Governor and Company’s grant or license of or for the exclusive 
privilege of trading with the Indians, to re-purchase and take of and from the said 
Governor and Company the said Vancouver’s Island and premises hereby granted, 
in consideration of payment being made by Us, Our heirs and successors, to the 
said Governor and Company, of the sum or sums of money theretofore laid out 
and expended by them in and upon the said island and premises, and of the value 
of their establishments, property and effects then being thereon. 


In witness whereof, We have caused these Our letters to be made patent. Wit- 
ness Ourselves, at Westminster, the 13th day of January 1849, in the twelfth year 
of Our reign. 

By Writ of Privy Seal. 
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COMMISSION AND INSTRUCTIONS 
TO 
RICHARD BLANSHARD, GOVERNOR OF VANCOUVER ISLAND}! 


COMMISSION. 


VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith. To our Trusty and well-beloved 
Richard Blanshard, Esquire Greeting, 

WHEREAS by certain Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Our United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, bearing date at Westminster, the 13th of January 
1849, in the 12th year of Our reign We did give, grant, and confirm to the Governor 
and Company of Adventurers of England, trading into Hudson’s Bay, and their 
successors, that portion of Our Territories in North America called Vancouver’s 
Island, together with all Royalties of the Seas, upon the Coasts within the limits 
aforesaid, and all mines Royal thereto belonging: And did thereby for Us, Our 
heirs and successors, make, create and constitute, the said Governor and Company 
for the time being, and their successors, the true and absolute Lords and Proprietors 
of the same Territories, Limits and places, and of all other the Premises (saving 
always the Faith, Allegiance and Sovereign Dominion due to us, Our heirs and 
successors, for the same, to have, hold, possess, and enjoy the said territory, limits 
and places, and all and singular other the premises thereby granted as aforesaid, 
with their and every of their rights, members, royalties, and appurtenances whatso- 
ever, to them, the said Governor and Company, and their successors, for ever, to be 
holden of Us, Our heirs and successors, in free and common soccage, at the yearly 
rent of seven shillings, payable to Us and Our successors for ever, on the first day 
of January in every year: PROVIDED always, and we did declare, That the said 
Grant was made to the intent that the said Governor and Company should establish 
upon the said Island, a Settlement or Settlements of resident Colonist, Emigrants 
from Our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or from other Our 
Dominions, and should dispose of the land there as may be necessary for the 
purpose of promoting Settlements (and for the actual purpose of promoting settle- 
ments,) and for the actual purposes of Colonization, as relation being had to the 
said recited Letters Patent will more fully and at large appear. 

AND WHEREAS we deem it expedient to make provision for the Government 
of the Settlement, or Settlements so to be formed in the said Island: 

Now KNOW you, that we, reposing especial trust and confidence in the 
prudence, courage, and loyalty of you, the said RICHARD BLANSHARD, of Our 
especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have thought fit to constitute 
and appoint you, the said Richard Blanshard, to be Our Governor and Commander- 
in-Chief in and over Our Island of Vancouver and the Islands adjacent between 
the 49th and 52nd degrees of North latitude, as also of all Forts and Garrisons 
erected and established, or to be erected and established, in the said Island of 
Vancouver and the Islands adjacent, for and during Our will and pleasure. 


1 Great Britain, Colonial Office, CO 381/77, 23-74. 
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And we do hereby require and command you to do and execute all things in 
due manner that shall belong unto your said Command and the trust We have 
reposed in you according to the several powers and authorities granted or appointed 
you by this present Commission, and the instructions herewith given you, or 
according to such further powers, directions and authorities as shall at any time 
hereafter be granted or appointed you, under Our Sign Manual and Signet, or by 
Our Order in our Privy Council, or by Us, through One of Our Principal Secretaries 
of State, and according to such reasonable laws and statutes as shall hereafter be 
made and agreed upon by you with the advice and consent of the Council and 
Assembly of Our said Island and its Dependencies, under your Government. 

And We do hereby Grant, appoint, and Ordain that you, and such other persons 
as are hereinafter designated, shall constitute and be a Council for the said Island. 
AND we do hereby direct and appoint, that in addition to yourself, the said Council 
shall be composed of such other persons within the same as shall from time to time 
be named or designated for that purpose by Us, by any Instruction or Instructions, 
or Warrant or Warrants, to be by Us for that purpose issued under Our Signet and 
Sign Manual, and with the advice of Our privy Council, all of which Councillors 
shall hold their places in the said Council at Our Pleasure. 

AND we do hereby grant and Ordain, that you with the advice of the said 
Council shall have full power and authority to make and enact all such Laws and 
Ordinances as may from time to time be required for the Peace, Order and good 
Government of the said Colony; and that in the making all such Laws and 
Ordinances, you shall exercise all such powers and authorities, and that the said 
Council shall conform to and observe all such rules and regulations, as shall be 
given and prescribed in and by such Instructions as We, with the advice of Our 
Privy Council, shall from time to time make for your and their guidance therein: 
PROVIDED NEVERTHELESS, and We do hereby reserve to Ourselves, Our heirs, and 
successors, our and their Right and Authority, to disallow any such Ordinances in 
the whole or in part, and to make and etsablish from time to time, with the advice 
and consent of Parliament, or with the advice of Our or their Privy Council, all 
such Laws, as may to us or them appear necessary for the Order, peace, and good 
Government of our said Island and its Dependencies, as fully as if these presents 
had not been made. 

AND We do hereby give and grant unto you full power and authority, with the 
advice and consent of Our said Council, from time to time as need shall require, to 
summon and call General Assemblies of the Inhabitants owing twenty or more 
acres of freehold Land within the said Island and its Dependencies under your 
Government in such manner and form, and according to such powers, instructions 
and authorities as are granted or appointed by Our General Instructions accompany- 
ing this Our Commission, or according to such further powers, instructions and 
authorities as shall be at any time hereafter granted or appointed under Our Sign 
Manual and Signet, or by Our Order in our Privy Council, or by Us through One 
of Our Principal Secretaries of State: And Our will and Pleasure is that the persons 
thereupon duly elected by the major part of the said Freeholders, and so returned, 
shall, before their sitting, take the Oath of Allegiance, which oath you shall Com- 
mission fit persons, under the Public Seal of Our said Island and its Dependencies, 
to tender and administer unto them, and until the same be so taken, no person shall 
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be capable of sitting, though elected: and we do hereby declare that the persons 
so elected and qualified shall be called and deemed the General Assembly of our 
said Island of Vancouver, and you the said Richard Blanshard, by and with the 
advice and consent of Our said Council and Assembly, or the major part of them 
respectively, shall have full power and authority to make, constitute, and ordain 
laws, Statutes, and Ordinances, for the public Peace welfare and good Government 
of our said Island and its Dependencies, and the people and Inhabitants thereof, 
and such others as shall resort thereto, and for the benefit of Us, Our heirs and 
successors, which said Laws, Statutes and Ordinances are not to be repugnant, 
but as near as may be agreeable to the Laws and Statutes of this Our United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

PROVIDED that all such Laws, Statutes, and Ordinances, of what nature or 
duration soever, be transmitted to Us in the manner specified in your said Instruc- 
tions, under the Public Seal of Our said Island and its Dependencies for Our 
approbation or disallowance of the same, as also Duplicates thereof, by the next 
Conveyance. And in case any or all of the Laws, Statutes and Ordinances, not 
before confirmed by Us shall at any time be disallowed and not approved, and so 
signified by Us our heirs, or successors, under Our Sign Manual and Signet, or by 
order of Our or their Privy Council unto you the said Richard Blanshard, or the 
Governor and Commander in Chief of Our said Island for the time being, then 
such and so many of the said Laws, Statutes, and Ordinances as shall be so dis- 
allowed and not approved, shall from thenceforth cease, determine and become 
utterly void and of none effect; anything to the contrary thereof notwithstanding. 
And to the end that nothing may be passed or done by our said Council and 
Assembly to the prejudice of Us, Our heirs or successors, We Will and Ordain that 
you, the said Richard Blanshard, shall have and enjoy a negative voice in the 
making and passing such Laws, Statutes, and Ordinances as aforesaid, and that you, 
or, in your absence, the Officer administering the Government, shall and may, from 
time to time, as you or he shall judge it necessary, adjourn, prorogue, or dissolve 
all General Assemblies as aforesaid. 

AND We do hereby authorise and empower you to keep and use the Public Seal 
for sealing all things whatsoever that shall pass the Seal of Our said Island and its 
Dependencies. And We do further give and grant unto you, the said Richard 
Blanshard, full power and authority, from time to time, and at any time hereafter, 
by yourself or by any other to be authorized by you in that behalf, to administer 
and give the Oath of Allegiance to all and every such person or persons as you 
shall think fit, who shall hold any Office or place of trust or profit, or who shall at 
anytime or times pass into Our said Island and its Dependencies, or shall be 
resident or abiding therein. 

AND We Do by these Presents Give and Grant unto you, the said Richard 
Blanshard, full power and authority, with the advice and consent of Our said 
Council, (but subject always to the provisions of such Acts of Parliament as have 
been or shall be made in this behalf,) to constitute and appoint Judges, and in 
cases requisite, Commissioners of Oyer and Terminer, Justices of the Peace, 
Sheriffs, and other necessary Officers and Ministers in Our said Island and its 
Dependencies, for the due and impartial administration of Justice and putting the 
Laws into execution, and to administer, or cause to be administered unto them 
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such Oath or Oaths as are usually given for the due execution and performance 
of Officers and places and for the clearing of truth in Judicial Causes. AND We do 
hereby give and grant unto you full power and authority, where you shall see cause 
or judge any Offender or Offenders in Criminal matters, or for any fines or for- 
feitures due unto Us, fit objects for our Mercy, to pardon all such Offenders, and to 
remit all such Offences, fines, and forfeitures. 

AND We do hereby give and grant unto you, the said Richard Blanshard, by 
yourself, or by your Captains and Commanders by you to be authorized, full power 
and authority to levy, arm, muster, command and employ all persons whatsoever 
residing within Our said Island and its Dependencies, and as occasion shall serve, 
them to march from one place to another, or to embark them for the resisting and 
withstanding of all enemies, Pirates and rebels, both at Sea and Land, and to do 
and execute all and every other thing and things which to Our Governor and 
Commander in Chief doth and ought of right to belong. 

AND We do hereby give and Grant unto you full power and authority, by and 
with the advice and consent of Our said Council, to erect, constitute and establish, 
in our said Island and its Dependencies, such and so many Counties, Townships, 
parishes, Cities, Boroughs, and Towns, as you, by the advice aforesaid, shall judge 
necessary. 

AND Our further Will and pleasure is, that all public monies raised, or which 
shall be raised by any Act hereafter to be made within Our said Island and its 
Dependencies, be issued out by Warrant from you, by and with the advice and 
consent of the aforesaid Council (and not otherwise), and disposed of by you for 
the support of the Government, or for such other purpose as shall be particularly 
directed or appointed in and by such Act, and not otherwise. 

AND We Do hereby give and grant unto you full power and authority upon 
sufficient cause to you appearing, to suspend from the exercise of his Office within 
Our said Island, any person exercising any Office or place under or by virtue of any 
Commission or Warrant granted, or which may be granted by Us or in Our name, 
or under our authority, which suspension shall continue and have effect only until 
our pleasure therein shall be made known and signified to you. AND We do hereby 
strictly require and enjoin you in proceeding to any such suspension to observe the 
directions in that behalf given to you by Our Instructions under Our Signet and 
Sign Manual accompanying this our Commission appointing you Governor of the 
said Island. 


AND We do hereby require and Command all Officers and Ministers, Civil and 
Military, and all others the Inhabitants of Our said Island and its Dependencies, 
to be obedient, aiding and assisting unto you, the said Richard Blanshard, in the 
execution of this Our Commission, and of the powers and authorities herein 
contained, and in case of your death, or absence out of Our said Island and its 
Dependencies and Government, to be obedient, aiding and assisting as aforesaid 
unto such person as shall be appointed by Us to be our Lieutenant Governor, or 
to the Governor and Commander in Chief for the time being of Our said Island 
and its Dependencies, to whom We do therefore, by these Presents, give and grant 
all and singular the powers and authorities herein granted, to be by him executed 
and enjoyed during Our pleasure; and if upon your death or absence out of Our 
said Island and its Dependencies, there be no person on the place commissioned 
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or appointed by Us to be Our Lieutenant Governor, or specially appointed by Us to 
administer the Government within Our said Island and its Dependencies, Our Will 
and pleasure is, that until it shall be otherwise directed, the Senior Member for the 
time being of the Council of Our said Island, and who shall be at the time of your 
death or absence residing within Our said Island and its Dependencies, shall take 
upon him the administration of the Government, and execute Our said Commission 
and Instructions, and the several powers and authorities therein contained in the 
same manner, to all intents and purposes, as other our Governor and Commander 
in Chief should or ought to do, in the case of your absence, or until your return, or 
in all cases until Our further pleasure be known thereon; and We do hereby declare, 
ordain and appoint, that you the said Richard Blanshard, shall and may hold 
execute and enjoy, the Office and place of Our Governor and Commander in Chief 
in and over the Island and Territories aforesaid, Together with all and singular the 
powers and authorities hereby granted unto you, for and during Our Will and 
pleasure. 

IN WITNESS &C. WITNESS &C. AND for so doing this shall be your Warrant. 
Given at Our Court, at Osborne House, Isle of Wight, this 9th day of July, 1849, 
in the 13th year of Our Reign. 

By Her Majesty’s Command. 
LS. GREY. 


INSTRUCTIONS to Our trusty and well-beloved RICHARD BLANSHARD, Esq., Our 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Our Island of Vancouver 
and its Dependencies, or, in his absence, to Our Lieutenant-Governor or 
Officer administering the Government of Our said Island and its Dependencies 
for the time being. 

Given at Our Court at Osborne House, Isle of Wight, this 
sixteenth day of July, 1849, in the thirteenth year of Our 
Reign. 


1. With these Our Instructions you will receive Our Commission under Our 
Great Seal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland constituting you to 
be Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Our Island of Vancouver 
and its Dependencies. You are, therefore, with all convenient speed to assume 
and enter upon the execution of the trust We have reposed in you. 

2. And you are, with all due and usual solemnity, to cause Our said Commission 
constituting you Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief as aforesaid, to be read 
and published, after which you are to take the oaths appointed to be taken by an 
Act passed in the first year of the reign of King George the First, intituled “An Act 
for the further security of His Majesty’s Person and Government and the succes- 
sion of the Crown in the heirs of the late Princess Sophia, being Protestants, and 
for extinguishing the hopes of the pretended Prince of Wales and his open and 
secret abettors,” as altered and explained by an Act passed in the 6th year of the 
reign of King George the Third, intituled “An Act for altering the Oath of Abjura- 
tion and the Assurance,” and for amending so much of an Act of the seventh year 
of Her late Majesty Queen Anne, intituled “An Act for the Improvement of the 
Union of the two Kingdoms as after the time therein limited requires the delivery 
of certain lists and copies therein mentioned to persons indicted of High Treason 
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or Misprison of Treason,” or in lieu thereof the Oaths required to be taken by an 
Act passed in the tenth year of the reign of His late Majesty King George the 
Fourth, intituled “An Act for the relief of His Majesty’s Roman Catholic sub- 
jects,’ according as the said former Acts or the said last-mentioned shall be 
applicable to your case; and likewise that you take the usual oath for the due 
execution of the office and trust of Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and 
over our said islands and territories, and for the due and impartial administration 
of Justice; and further that you take the oaths required to be taken by Governors 
of Plantations, to do their utmost that the several laws relating to trade and the 
plantations be duly observed, which oaths Our Council of Our said Island and its 
Dependencies, or any three of the Members thereof, have hereby full power and 
authority and are required to tender and administer unto you, and, in your absence, 
to Our Lieutenant-Governor, if there be one on the place, all which being duly 
performed, you will administer to each of the Members of Our said Council the 
Oath of Allegiance. 

3. You are by yourself, or by any other person to be authorized by you in that 
behalf, to administer and to give to all and every such persons as you shall think fit 
who shall hold any office or place of trust or profit, or who shall at any time or 
times pass into our said Island or be resident therein, the said Oath of Allegiance, 
save only in cases wherein any other oath or oaths is or are prescribed by the 
Statutes in that behalf made, or by any of them, in which cases it is Our pleasure, 
and We do hereby direct that you do administer to such persons such other oath 
or oaths as aforesaid. 

4. And whereas, by Our said Commission, We have authorized you and such 
other perscns as are in the said Commission designated, to constitute and be a 
Council for the said Colony: 

And We have by the said Commission further declared that in addition to your- 
self the said Council shall be composed of such persons within the same as shall 
from time to time be named or designated for that purpose by Us, by Our instruc- 
tion or instructions, warrant or warrants, to be by Us for that purpose issued under 
Our sign manual and signet and with the advice of Our Privy Council, and that all 
such Councillors should hold their places in the said Council at Our pleasure, and 
that you, with the advice of the said Council, shall have full power and authority 
to make and enact all such Laws and Ordinances as may from time to time be 
required for the order and good government of the said Island; and that in making 
all such Laws and Ordinances you shall exercise all such powers and authorities, 
and that you and the said Council shall conform to and observe all such rules and 
regulations as shall be given and prescribed in and by such instructions as We, 
with the advice of Our Privy Council, shall from time to time make for his and 
their guidance therein. 

Now, therefore, by these Our Instructions under Our sign manual and signet, 
being the instructions so referred to as last aforesaid, We do authorize and empower 
you—until further and other provisions shall be made by Us in that behalf—by an 
instrument or instruments to be made and issued in Our name and under the public 
seal of Our said Island, to constitute and appoint seven persons being within the 
same to be Members of the said Council during Our pleasure, and any three of 
whom We do hereby appoint to be a quorum; and so from time to time as often 
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as any such person shall die or resign his seat in the said Council, or be absent from 
the island, or be suspended by you from such his office, or become from any 
cause incapable of discharging the duties thereof, by any other such instrument 
as aforesaid, to nominate any other person being within the said Colony to fill 
any such vacancy: 

Provided, nevertheless, that the appointment so to be made by you of the per- 
sons who are to constitute the said Council shall be provisional only and subject 
to Our confirmation or disallowance. 


5. You are to communicate forthwith such of these Instructions to Our said 
Council wherein their advice and consent are mentioned to be requisite, and like- 
wise all such others from time to time as you shall find convenient for Our service 
to be imparted to them. 


6. You are to permit the members of Our said Council to have and enjoy free- 
dom of debate and vote in all affairs of public concern that may be submitted to 
their consideration in Council. 


7. And in the choice and nomination of the Members of Our said Council, as 
also of the Judges, Justices, and other officers, you are always to take care that 
they be men of good life and well affected to Our Government, and abilities suited 
to their employments. 

8. And whereas effectual care ought to be taken to oblige the Members of Our 
said Council to a due attendance therein, and thereby to prevent the inconveniences 
that may happen from the want of a quorum to transact business as occasion may 
require, it is Our will and pleasure that if any of the Members of Our said Council 
shall hereafter absent themselves from the said island, and continue absent above 
the space of six months together without leave from you or our Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief for the time being first obtained under your or his hand and 
seal, or shall remain absent for the space of two years successively without leave 
given them under our sign manual and signet, their place or places in the said 
Council shall immediately thereupon become void, and that if any of the Members 
of Our said Council then residing within Our said Island shall hereafter absent 
themselves when duly summoned without sufficient cause, and shall persist in such 
absence after being thereof admonished by you, you are to suspend the said 
Councillors so absenting themselves until Our further will and pleasure therein 
be known, giving immediate notice thereof to Us through one of Our Principal 
Secretaries of State. And We do hereby will and require that Our Royal pleasure 
be signified to the Members of our said Council and entered in the Council Book 
as a Standing Rule. 

9. And whereas by our aforesaid Commission you are authorized and em- 
powered to summon and call General Assemblies of the freeholders within Our said 
Island and its dependencies as therein specified, in such manner and form and 
according to such powers, instructions and authorities as are granted or appointed 
by these our Instructions in that behalf, you are therefore, for the purpose of 
electing the members of such Assemblies, hereby authorized to issue a Proclama- 
tion declaring the number of representatives to be chosen by such freeholders to 
serve in the said General Assembly: and if you shall see fit, dividing our said 
Island and its dependencies into districts or counties, towns or townships, and 
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declaring the number to be chosen by each of such districts or counties, towns or 
townships respectively. 

And you are also hereby authorized and empowered from time to time to 
nominate and appoint proper persons to execute the office of Returning Officer 
in the said Island, or in such districts or counties, towns or townships respectively; 
and you are, as soon as you shall see expedient, to issue Writs in Our name directed 
to the proper officers in the said Island, or the proper officers in such districts or 
counties, towns or townships respectively, directing them to summon the aforesaid 
freeholders to proceed to the election of persons to represent them in the General 
Assembly, according to the regulations and directions to be signified in the procla- 
mation to be so issued by you as aforesaid. 

10. You are to observe the passing of all laws that the style of enacting the 
same be by the Governor, Council, and Assembly of Our said Island and its 
dependencies. 

11. And you shall not re-enact any laws to which the assent of Us or Our Royal 
predecessors has once been refused without express leave for that purpose first 
obtained from us upon a full representation by you to be made to Us through one 
of Our Principal Secretaries of State of the reason and necessity of re-enacting 
such law. 

12. And it is Our express will and pleasure that no law be made to continue for 
less than two years, except only in cases where it may be necessary upon some 
unforeseen emergency to make provision by law for a service in its nature tem- 
porary and contingent. 

13. You are also as much as possible to observe in the passing of all laws that 
each different matter be provided for by a different law, without intermixing in 
one and the same Acts such things as have no proper relation to each other; and 
you are more especially to take care that no clause or clauses be inserted in or 
annexed to any Act which shall be foreign to what the title of such respective Act 
imports, and that no perpetual clause be part of any temporary law. 

14. It is Our will and pleasure that you do not give your assent to any bill or 
bills for raising money by the institution of any public or private lotteries. 


15. It is Our will and pleasure that you do not on any pretence whatever give 
your assent to or pass any bill or bills in Our Island under your Government by 
which the lands, tenements, goods, chattels, rights, and credits of persons who 
have never resided within Our said Island shall be liable to be seized or taken in 
execution for the recovery of debts due from such persons otherwise than is allowed 
by law in cases of a like nature within our realm of England until you shall have 
first transmitted unto Us through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State the draft 
of such bill or bills, and shall have received Our Royal pleasure thereupon, unless 
you take care in the passing of such bill or bills that a clause or clauses be inserted 
therein suspending and deferring the execution thereof until Our will and pleasure 
shall be known thereupon. 


16. It is Our further will and pleasure that you do not upon any pretence what- 
soever give your assent to any bill or bills that may have been or shall hereafter 
be passed by the Council and Assembly of the Island under your Government for 
the Naturalization of Aliens, nor for the Divorce of persons joined together in 
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holy matrimony, nor for establishing a title in any person to lands, tenements, and 
real estates in Our said Island originally granted to or purchased by aliens to 
naturalization. 


17. Whereas great mischiefs have arisen by the frequent passing of bills of an 
unusual and extraordinary nature and importance in our plantations, which bills 
remain in force there from the time of enacting until Our pleasure be signified to 
the contrary: We do hereby will and require you not to pass or give your assent to 
any bill or bills passed in the Assembly of an unusual extraordinary nature and 
importance whereby Our prerogative or the property of Our subjects may be pre- 
judiced; nor to any bill or bills whereby the trade or shipping of this Kingdom shall 
be in anywise affected, until you shall have first transmitted unto Us, through one 
of Our Principal Secretaries of State, a draft of such bill or bills, and shall have 
received Our Royal pleasure thereon, unless you take care in the passing any such 
bills as aforementioned that there be a clause inserted therein suspending and 
deferring the execution thereof until Our pleasure shall be known concerning 
the same. 


18. You are also to take care that no private Act be passed whereby the property 
of any private person may be affected in which there is not a saving of the right 
of Us, Our heirs and successors, of all bodies politic and corporate, and of all 
other, except such as are mentioned in the said Act, and those claiming by, from 
and under them; and further, you shall take care that no such private Act be passed 
without a clause suspending the execution thereof until the same shall have received 
Our Royal approbation. 

It is likewise Our will and pleasure that you do not give your assent to any 
private Act until proof be made before you in Council, and entered in the Council 
Book, that public notification was made of the parties’ intention to apply for such 
an Act in the several parish churches where the premises in question lie for three 
Sundays at least successively before any such Act shall be brought into the As- 
sembly, and that a certificate under your hand be transmitted with and annexed to 
every such private Act signifying that the same has passed through all the forms 
above mentioned. 

19. You are to take care that in all Acts or Orders to be passed within Our 
said Island in any case for levying money or imposing fines and penalties express 
mention be made that the same is granted or reserved to Us, Our heirs and suc- 
cessors, for the public uses of the said Island and the support of the Government 
thereof, as by the said Act or Order shall be directed. 

20. You are not to suffer any public money whatsoever, whether it be appro- 
priated to any particular service or not by the Act granting the same, to be issued 
or disposed of otherwise than by warrant under your hand, by and with the con- 
sent of the said Council. 

But the Assembly may nevertheless be permitted from time to time to view and 
examine the accounts of money or value of money disposed of by virtue of laws 
made by them as there shall be occasion. 

21. It is Our will and pleasure that you do in all things conform yourself to the 
provisions contained in an Act of Parliament passed in the 4th year of the reign 
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of His late Majesty King George the Third, intituled ‘An Act to prevent Paper 
Bills of Credit hereafter to be issued in any of Her Majesty’s Colonies or Planta- 
tions in America from being declared to be a legal tender in payment of money, 
and to prevent the legal tender of such bills as are now subsisting from being 
prolonged beyond the periods limited for recalling in and sinking the same.” 
(4 Geo. III., c. 34.) 


And also of an Act passed in the |3th year of the reign of His late Majesty to 
explain and amend the above recited Act passed in the 4th year of his reign as 
aforesaid; and you are not to give your assent to or pass any Acts whereby Bills 
of Credit may be struck or issued in lieu of money or for payment of money, either 
to you our Governor or to any person whatsoever, unless a clause be inserted in 
such Act declaring that the same shall not take effect until the said Act shall have 
been approved and confirmed by Us, Our heirs, or successors. 


22. You are to transmit an authenticated and separate copy of every Law, 
Statute, or Ordinance that at any time hereafter shall be made or enacted within the 
Island under your Government under the public seal unto Us, through one of Our 
Principal Secretaries of State, within three months or sooner after their being 
enacted; but if it shall happen that no shipping shall come from Our said Island 
within three months after the making such Laws, Statutes and Ordinances, the 
same are to be transmitted by the next conveyance after the making thereof, 
whenever it may happen, for Our approbation or disallowance of the same. 


23. And it is our further will and pleasure that the copies and duplicates of all 
Acts that shall be transmitted as aforesaid be fairly abstracted in the margins, and 
there be inserted the several dates or respective times when the same passed the 
Council and Assembly and received your assent; and you are to be as particular 
as may be in your observations to be sent to Us through Our Principal Secretaries 
of State upon every Act—that is to say, whether the same is introductive of a new 
law declaratory of a former law, or does repeal a law then before in being; and 
you are likewise to send to Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, 
the reasons for the passing of such laws, unless the same do fully appear in the 
preambles of the said Acts. 

24. You are to require the Secretary of the said Island under your Government 
to furnish you with transcripts of all such Acts and Public Orders as shall be made 
from time to time, together with copies of the Journals of the Council, and that 
all such copies be fairly abstracted in the margin, to the end the same may be 
transmitted to Us through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State. 

25. You are also to require from the Clerk of the Assembly of the said Island 
or other proper Officer transcripts of all the Journals and other proceedings of 
the said Assembly, and that all such transcripts be fairly abstracted in the margin, 
to the end the same may in like manner be transmitted as aforesaid. 

26. You shall not appoint any person to be a Judge or Justice of the Peace 
without the advice and consent of the majority of the Council of Our said Island 
signified in Council; and it is Our further will and pleasure that all Commissions 
to be granted by you to any person or persons to be Judges, Justices of the Peace, 
or other necessary officers, be granted during Our pleasure only. 
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27. You shall not suspend any of the Judges, Justices or other officers or minis- 
ters without good and sufficient cause, which you shall signify in the fullest and 
most distinct manner to Us through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State. 


28. It being of the greatest importance to the service and to the welfare of Our 
subjects that Justice be everywhere speedily and duly administered, and that all 
disorders, delays, and other undue practices in the administration thereof, be 
effectually prevented, We do particularly require you to take especial care that 
in all Courts where you are authorized to preside Justice be impartially adminis- 
tered; and that in all other Courts established within Our Island all Judges and 
other persons therein convened likewise perform their several duties without any 
delay or partiality. 

29. And whereas We have by Our said Commission, authorized you, upon 
sufficient cause to you appearing, to suspend from the exercise of his office within 
Our said Island any person exercising the same under and by virtue of any Commis- 
sion or Warrant granted or to be granted by Us, or in Our name, or under Our 
authority: Now We do charge and require you, that before proceeding to any 
such suspension you do signify by a statement in writing to the person so to be 
suspended the grounds of such your intended proceeding against him; and that 
you do call upon such person to communicate to you in writing a statement of the 
grounds upon which he may be desirous to exculpate himself, and that you transmit 
both of the said statements to Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of 
State by the earliest conveyance. 

30. You are to take care that all writs are to be issued in Our name throughout 
Our said Island under your Government. 

31. You are, with the advice and consent of Our Council, to take especial care 
to regulate all salaries and fees belonging to places or paid upon emergencies; that 
they be within the bounds of moderation, and that no extortion be made on any 
occasion whatsoever; as also that tables of all fees be publicly hung up in all 
places where such fees are to be paid; and you are to transmit copies of all such 
tables of fees to Us through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State. 

32. You shall not, by colour of any power or authority, hereby or otherwise 
granted or mentioned to be granted to you, take upon you to give, grant or dispose 
of any office or place within our said Island which now is or shall be granted under 
the Great Seal of this Kingdom, or to which any person is or shall be appointed 
by warrant under Our sign manual and signet, any further than you may, upon the 
vacancy of any such office or place, or upon the suspension of any such officer 
by you, put in any fit person to officiate in the interim till you shall have represented 
the matter to Us through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, which you are 
to do by the first opportunity, and have received Our further directions therein. 

33. You are to transmit unto Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of 
State, with all convenient speed, a particular account of all establishments of 
Jurisdictions, Courts, Offices and Officers, Powers, Authorities, Fees, and Privileges, 
granted and settled, or which shall be granted and settled within Our said Island, 
as likewise an account of all the expenses attending the establishments of the said 
Courts, and of such funds as are settled and appropriated to discharge the same. 
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34. And whereas there have been great irregularities in the manner of granting 
Commissions to private ships of war, you are to govern yourself, whenever there 
shall be occasion, according to the Commission and Instructions granted in this 
Kingdom; but you are not to’ grant Commissions of Marque or Reprisal against 
any Prince or State, or their subjects, in amity with Us, to any person whatsoever 
without our especial command. 

35. We do enjoin and require that you do take especial care that Almighty God 
be devoutly worshipped and truly served throughout your Government. You shall 
be careful that all orthodox churches already built there be well and orderly kept, 
and that more be built as Our Island shall by God’s blessing be improved. And 
you are to take care that the parishes be so limited and settled as you shall find 
most convenient for the accomplishing of this good work. 

36. And whereas doubts have arisen whether the powers of granting Licences 
for Marriage and Probates of Wills, commonly called the Office of Ordinary, which 
We have reserved to you Our Governor, can be exercised by deputation from you 
to any other person within Our said Island under your Government, it is Our 
express will and pleasure; and you are hereby directed and required not to grant 
deputations for the exercise of the said powers, commonly called the Office of 
Ordinary, to any person or persons whatsoever in Our said Island under your 
Government. 

37. It is Our further will and pleasure that you recommend to the Legislature to 
enter upon proper methods for the erecting and maintaining Schools, in order to 
the training up of youth to reading and to a necessary knowledge of the principles 
of religion. 

38. You shall, from time to time, give unto Us, through one of Our Principal 
Secretaries of State, an account of the wants and defects of the Island under your 
Government; what are the chief products thereof, what improvements have been 
lately made, and what further improvements you conceive may be made or ad- 
vantage gained by trade, and in what way We may contribute thereto. 


39. If anything shall happen which may be of advantage or security to Our 
Island under your Government which is not herein by Our Commission provided 
for, We do hereby allow you, with the advice and consent of Our Council, to take 
orders for the present herein giving unto Us, through one of Our Principal 
Secretaries of State, speedy notice thereof, that so you may receive Our ratification 
if we shall approve the same: Provided always, that you do not, under colour of 
any power or authority hereby given to you, commence or declare war without 
Our knowledge and particular commands therein first obtained for so doing from 
Us under Our sign manual and signet, or by Our Order in Our Privy Council. 


40. And whereas We have thought fit by Our Commission to direct that in case 
of your death or absence, and there be at that time no person within our said 
Island commissioned or appointed by Us to be Lieutenant-Governor, or specially 
appointed by Us to administer the Government within Our said Island, the senior 
member for the time being of the Council of Our said Island, and who shall be at 
the time of your death or absence residing within Our said Island and its de- 
pendencies, shall take upon him the administration of the Government, and execute 
Our said Commission and Instructions, and the several powers and authorities 
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therein contained in the manner therein directed. It is, nevertheless, Our express 
will and pleasure that in such case the Councillor so administering the Government 
shall forbear to pass any Acts but what are immediately necessary for the peace 
and welfare of the said Island without Our particular order for that purpose; and 
that he shall not take upon him to dissolve the Assembly then in being, or to 
remove or suspend any of the members of Our Council, nor any Judge, Justices of 
the Peace, or other officer, civil or military, without the advice and consent of the 
majority of the Council, nor even then without good and sufficient reason for the 
same, which the said President is to transmit, signed by himself and the respective 
Council, to Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State. 

41. And you are upon all occasions to send to Us, through one of Our Principal 
Secretaries of State, a particular account of all your proceedings, and of the con- 
dition of affairs within your Government. 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS 


Monday, the 12th day of August, 1861' 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


Subject of Discussion—Best means of devoting money to the improvement of 


Roads. 
Decided. 
West Saanich Road 
Between Victoria and Thompsons $1750 £350 
Thompsons and Coles 1200 250 


East Saanich Road 
Between Shephers Hut via 


Elk Lake to 2800 560 
250 50 
Total £1300 $6000 1210 


& contingencies 


Attorney General to prepare a Bill to authorize Executive to apply any 
surplus Funds over the sum of £2000 to any unfinished works contemplated 
by “Victoria Street Fund Act” such surplus being part of the tax payable 
under said Act. Colonial Secretary to instruct Surveyor General as to expendi- 
tures as above arranged. (Letter written 13th Augt. W.Y.) Surveyor General 
to report what line he recommends as the line of communication between 
Govt. & Johnson Street & the New Bridges. Communicate with Cmr. of Police 
to employ Chain Gang in working the road from Store Street to the New 
Bridge at Rock Bay. Treasurer and Surveyor General to ascertain by Assess- 
ment Rolls who may be the present owners of certain Lots of land upon which 
instalments due have not been paid. 


Report of Commissioners replied to 13 Augt. 











1 Vancouver Island, Executive Council, GR303, PABC, from an original minute book 
found among the W. A. G. Young Papers, Victoria City Archives. These minutes represent 
the first meetings of an informal executive council, which Governor Douglas was empowered 
to constitute formally by his Supplementary Commission and Instructions dated 8 October 1862 
(see Appendix D). 
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Monday, the 19th day of August, 1861 


Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Surveyor 
General, The Treasurer, (Subsequently) Attorney General. 

Upon requisition from Governor—Mr. Pemberton detailed what had transpired 
during the week with respect to roads in the Saanich District. 

Attorney General came in. Reported having prepared necessary Act for 
application of surplus under Street Fund. 

Colonial Surveyor to write to Road Cmr. as to point of commencement of 
East Saanich Road. 

Mr. Pemberton to employ himself during the week in starting the works 
on the West Saanich road. 

Dr. Tolmie called in. Discussion upon employment of statute labor upon 
old line of road. Dr. Tolmie withdrew having promised a full report on 
Saturday from Commissioners. 

Question of acceptation of New Bridges discussed. Proposition made by 
Mr. Rhodes to pay $150 as a set off for what is still required discussed. 
Attorney General to undertake the negotiation of the matter and to report. 








Tuesday, the 10th day of September, 1861 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 
Discussion upon the subject of Roads, and the appropriations of the Legislature. 
£500 to be devoted to opening Cowitchan Road. 
£2000 Saanich Road. 
Instructions to Commissioners respecting Dredge. 

















Thursday, the 6th day of February, 1862 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, The 
Attorney General, The Surveyor General. 

One per Cent tax Act discussed. Mr. Cochrane to be re-appointed & Mr Trounce. 
2 per Cent remuneration. Payment made by H.B. Co. in acct. of Trades 
Licence Act. Answer to be returned Govt. not justified. 

Post Office Lots &c. Attorney General to arrange. 

Bridge case brought up. Surveyor General to complete road. 

General discussion as to Roads. Surveyor General to report upon Es- 
quimalt & Metchosin Road. 
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Monday, the 3rd day of March, 1862 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, 
The Attorney General, The Surveyor General. 


Estimates for 1862 introduced, thoroughly discussed and decided upon—also 
discussion as to improvement of Victoria Harbor. 


Mr. Pemberton to? 





Monday, the 17th day of March, 1862 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, 
The Attorney General, The Surveyor General. 


Construction of Saanich Road discussed. Discussion general upon roads and 
improvements to Roads. Tenders for Steam Dredge opened & considered. 


Decision thereupon postponed. 
Adjourned. 


Tuesday, the 20th day of May, 1862 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, The 
Attorney General. 


Present constitution of Police Force discussed. Finally decided to re-arrange the 
Force on the following basis. 


1 Superintendent of Police including rations £200 per annum 


2 Sergeants — do — £180 of 
10 Constables — do — £145 + 
1 Gaoler — do — £180 in 
1 Under Gaoler — do — £150 Le 
1 Cook — do — £100 & 


Colonial Secty. to call upon Actg. Supt. of Gaol to report characters and 
antecedents of present incumbents of offices in the police Dept. 


Colonial Secty. to call upon Actg. Supt. of Gaol to report concerning escape 
of prisoner Gordon. 


2 Minutes for this day left incomplete. 


MEETING OF HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS 695) 





Tuesday, the 27th day of May, 1862 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 
General, The Treasurer. 


Governor explained necessity of establishing a Fire Limit and the expediency of 
legislating against the erection of two storied wooden Buildings. 


Estimate for Magazine to be submitted to House £700. Attorney General 
to bring a Bill establishing Fire Limit &c. and to repeal Powder Magazine Act 
so as to permit government to erect a powder Magazine. Before doing so 
however Attorney General to see some of the Trading Merchants. 


Governor inquired as to action of Attorney General in respect of the claims of 
EB, Co: 











Tuesday, the 29th day of July, 1862 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, 
The Attorney General, The Surveyor General. 


Cowitchen Land Claims discussed. Amount of Land upon which 1 of the instal- 
ments have been paid 8000 Acres. Settled that each purchaser in consider- 
ation of certain promises respecting Indian Title which they allege were made 
at time of purchase may be allowed to select a portion of land at £ 1 per Acre 
equivalent to the amount they have paid in Cash. 


Attorney General to ascertain whether it be practicable to obtain a body of 
Settlers to proceed to Cowichen. In such case Surveyor-General to arrange 
position of land which Settlers can take up under pre-emption Act. An appli- 
cation will be made to Admiral in command to send a Gun Boat to Cowichen 
to protect Settlers. 














Wednesday, the 19th day of November, 1862 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, 
The Attorney General, The Surveyor General. 

Tenders for Comox Road considered. Watsons offer the lowest but in consequence 
of previous failures not considered. Inquiries to be made by Surveyor General 
& Attorney General respecting the offer of Robert Watson and also Munro’s 
offer. 

Question of period at which House of Assembly shall be dissolved discussed. 
Decided to prorogue the House on second week in December. 
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Wednesday, the 17th day of December, 1862 





Present: His Excellency The Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Treasurer, 
The Attorney General, The Surveyor General. 


Discussion of Estimates for 1863 taken up. 














Thursday, the 5th day of March, 1863 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, The Colonial Secretary, The Attorney 
General, The Treasurer, The Surveyor General. 


Question of encroachments in public Lands by purchasers from H.B. Co. discussed. 
Attorney General to give written opinion. 


Steam Dredge question discussed. Decided to obtain machinery from England 
through the Agents’ General. To be inspected by some competent person in 
England. Mr. Ward Asst. Inspector of Machinery at Portsmouth Dock Yard 
settled upon. 

Mr. Ward to select and engage a competent Engineer. 

Call for Tenders for conveyance of Mails between Victoria & Comox calling at 
Cowichen, Saltspring Island, and Nanaimo once a fortnight by a Steam 
Vessel. 














Tuesday, the 10th day of March, 1863 





Present: His Excellency the Governor, Mr. Young, Mr. Cary, Mr. Watson, Mr. 
Pemberton. 


Mr. Pemberton stated that he had a suggestion to make respecting the procural of 
the Dredging Machine, and he proposed that he should be sent home to order 
the Machinery and to superintend its construction, that he would pay his own 
expenses, and would not be absent more than 6 months. He further stated 
that he believed the arrangements made for work on roads during the Season 
would admit of this absence from the Colony without inconvenience to the 
public Service. 

Settled Mr. Pemberton to go. Settled that arrangements are to be made 
for employment of Mr. Sparrow. 

Completion of Govt. Building discussed. Settled sum voted by House to be 
offered to Signers of a Memorial addressed to the Governor asking for con- 
sideration in respect of their claims upon the original defaulting Contractor. 

Mr. Cary made some observations respecting arrangements to be made for the 
creation of the office of Administrator General. 


APPENDIX D 


SUPPLEMENTARY COMMISSION AND INSTRUCTIONS, 
JAMES DOUGLAS, 
8 OCTOBER 1862 


Supplementary Commission to be passed under the Great Seal for establishing 
an Executive and a Legislative Council at Vancouver Island and its dependencies.! 

Victoria by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith, To Our Trusty and well beloved James 
Douglas Esquire Companion of Our Most Honorable Order of the Bath Greeting. 

Whereas by Our Commission under the Great Seal of Our United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland bearing date at Westminster the 16th day of May 1851, 
in the Fourteenth year of Our Reign constituting and appointing you the said James 
Douglas to be Our Governor and Commander in Chief in and over Our Island of 
Vancouver and the Islands adjacent thereto We have granted unto you and Our 
Council therein mentioned certain Legislative and Executive powers to be by you 
and the said Council exercised and performed in the manner therein provided, and 
by reference to the said recited Commission relation being thereunto had, will more 
fully and at large appear. 

And Whereas we have deemed it expedient that there should henceforward be 
two distinct Councils in Our said Island for the purpose hereinafter mentioned. 
We do therefore by these presents grant, provide and declare that there shall 
henceforward be within Our said Island of Vancouver instead of the said first 
mentioned Council two distinct and separate Councils, to be respectively called the 
Legislative Council and the Executive Council of Our said Island. 

And we do hereby further declare Our pleasure to be that all and every the 
powers and authorities noted in or exercised by the Council of Our Said Island so 
far as respects the enactment of any laws to be made within Our said Island of 
Vancouver and its Dependencies shall henceforth be, and the same are hereby 
vested in and shall be exercised by the said Legislative Council, and that all other 
powers and authorities whatsoever vested in or exercised by the Council of Our 
said Island shall be and the same are hereby vested in and shall be exercised by the 
said Executive Council. 

And we do hereby appoint and declare that the said Executive Council and the 
said Legislative Council respectively shall hereafter consist of such and so many 
members as shall from time to time for that purpose be nominated and appointed 
by Us under Our sign Manual and Signet, or as shall be provisionally appointed by 
you until Our pleasure therein shall be known in conformity with any instructions 
which you may from time to time receive from Us under Our said Sign Manual and 
Signet. 


1 Great Britain, Colonial Office, CO 381/77, 193-212. 
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Provided nevertheless and We do hereby declare Our Will and pleasure to be 
that the total number of the Members of the said Legislative Council resident within 
Our said Island shall not at any time by any such provisional appointments be 
raised to a greater number in the whole than eight. 

And we do further declare that the members of the said respective Councils 
shall hold their places therein during Our pleasure and not otherwise. 

Given at Our Court at [blank] the [8th] day of [October] in the Twenty sixth 
year of Our Reign. 


Additional Instructions to accompany the Commission for establishing an Execu- 
tive and a Legislative Council at Vancouver Island and its Dependencies. 

Additional Instructions to Our Trusty and well beloved James Douglas Esquire— 
Companion of Our Most Honorable Order of the Bath. Our Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief in and over Our Island of Vancouver and its Dependencies or in 
his absence to Our Lieutenant Governor or the Officer Administering the Govern- 
ment of Our said Island for the time being. Dated this 8th day of October in the 
26th year of Our Reign. 

Whereas by Our Commission under the Great Seal of Our United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland bearing date this [8th] day of [October] in the Twenty 
sixth year of Our Reign addressed to you Our Trusty and well Beloved James 
Douglas Esquire Companion of Our most Honourable Order of the Bath, Our 
Governor and Commander in chief in and over Our Island of Vancouver and its 
Dependencies, we have declared Our pleasure to be that there shall henceforth be 
established within Our said Island an Executive Council to consist of such and so 
many Members as shall from time to time be nominated and appointed by Us under 
Our Royal Sign Manual and Signet or as shall be provisionally appointed by you 
until Our further pleasure therein shall be known in conformity with any instruc- 
tions which you may from time to time receive from Us under Our Said Sign Manual 
and Signet. 

Now we do by these Our Instructions nominate and appoint the undermentioned 
Officers to be during Our pleasure Members of the said Executive Council, that is 
to say The Colonial Secretary for Our said Island, The Attorney General for Our 
said Island, The Treasurer for Our said Island, and the Surveyor General for Our 
said Island or the persons for the time being lawfully discharging the functions of 
such Colonial-Secretary, Attorney-General, Treasurer and Surveyor General, and 
you are hereby authorized and required to summon the said Officers to Our Execu- 
tive Council accordingly. And we do further direct and appoint that the Members 
of Our said Council shall take rank and precedence therein according to the Order 
in which their Offices are herein before enumerated. 


And we do declare Our pleasure to be that you do forthwith communicate to 
Our said Executive Council these Our additional Instructions and likewise all such 
others from time to time, in the execution of which their consent and concurrence 
are requisite, and which you shall find convenient for Our Service to be imparted 
to them. 
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And it is Our pleasure that you do attend and preside at the meetings of Our 
said Executive Council. 


And it is Our pleasure that Our said Executive Council shall not proceed to the 
despatch of Business unless duly summoned by your Authority, nor unless two 
members at least, exclusive of yourself, be present and assisting throughout the 
whole of the meetings at which any such business shall be despatched. 


And it is Our pleasure that a full and exact Journal or Minute be kept by the 
Colonial Secretary of all the Deliberations, Acts, Proceedings, Votes and Resolu- 
tions of Our said Executive Council, and that at each meeting of the said Council 
the Minutes of the last preceding Meeting shall be read over, confirmed, or 
amended, as the case may require, before proceeding to the Despatch of any other 
business. 

And it is Our pleasure that in the execution of the several powers and authorities 
committed to you by the said Commission you do in all cases consult with the 
Executive Council, excepting only when the matters to be decided shall be of such 
a nature that in your judgment Our Service would sustain material prejudice by 
consulting the said Council thereon, or shall be too unimportant to require their 
advice, or too urgent to admit of such advice being given by the time within which 
it may be necessary for you to Act in respect of any such matters. Provided that 
in all such urgent cases you do subsequently, and at the earliest practicable period, 
communicate to the said Executive Council the measures which you may have so 
adopted, with the reasons thereof. 


And it is Our pleasure that no question shall be brought before the said Executive 
Council for their advice or decision, excepting only such questions as may be pro- 
posed by you for that purpose. Provided nevertheless, that if any member shall, 
by application in writing request you so to propose any question, it shall be 
competent to any such member to record upon the said Minutes such his written 
application, together with the answer which may be returned by you to the same. 

And we do authorize you, in your discretion and if it shall in any case appear 
right so to do, to act in the exercise of the power committed to you by Our said 
Commission in opposition to the advice which may in any such case be given to 
you by the Members of the said Executive Council. Provided nevertheless that 
every such proceeding shall be fully reported to Us by the first convenient oppor- 
tunity, together with the grounds and reasons thereof. And we do further direct 
that in every case it shall be competent to any Member of the said Council to record 
at length on the said Minutes the grounds of any advice or opinion he may give 
upon any question brought under the consideration of such Council, and also that 
twice in each year or full transcript of all the said Minutes for the preceding half 
year be transmitted to Us through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State. 

And whereas by Our said Commission we have further declared Our pleasure 
to be that there shall thenceforth be established within Our said Island a Legislative 
Council to consist of such and so many Members as shall from time to time be 
nominated and appointed by Us under Our Royal Sign Manual and Signet, or as 
shall be provisionally appointed by you until Our further pleasure therein shall be 
known. 
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Now therefore by these Our Instructions under Our Sign Manual and Signet, we 
do nominate and appoint the undermentioned Officers to be during Our Pleasure 
Members of the said Legislative Council that is to say The Chief Justice, The 
Colonial Secretary for Our said Island, The Attorney General for Our said Island, 
The Treasurer of Our said Island and The Surveyor General for Our said Island, 
or the persons for the time being lawfully discharging the functions of Chief Justice, 
Colonial Secretary, Attorney General, Treasurer, and Surveyor General, together 
with such other persons being residents within the said Island as are now Members 
of the Council constituted by Our Commission addressed to you James Douglas and 
bearing date the 16th day of May 1851 or as may hereafter be appointed by Us 
by any instrument under Our Sign Manual and Signet, or as may be provisionally 
appointed by you until Our pleasure therein shall be known, and you are hereby 
authorized and required to summon to Our said Legislative Council all such 
Officers and persons as aforesaid. Provided that every such Officer or person who 
shall be elected to be a Member of the General Assembly of Our said Island shall 
upon taking his seat therein cease to be a member of Our said Legislative Council, 
but every person having an Official Seat in the said Council shall again become a 
Member of Our said Council on ceasing to be a Member of the General Assembly. 

Provided also that the number of unofficial Members of the said Council shall 
not by any such provisional appointment as aforesaid be raised above the number 
of four. | 

Provided also and we do further direct and appoint that the Members of Our 
said Legislative Council hereinbefore designated shall take rank and precedence in 
the said Council according to the Order in which their Offices are hereinbefore 
enumerated, and that all other? the Members of Our said Council shall take rank 
and precedence therein according to the date of their respective appointments, or 
according to the order in which their names are mentioned in the Instrument of 
appointment. 

And we do further direct that in Our said Legislative Council three Members 
shall be a quorum for the despatch of business, and that the Member present who 
shall be first in rank and precedence shall preside at every meeting of such Council 
and shall have a casting vote in case the votes of the Members of Council shall be 
equally divided, which casting vote the said presiding Member shall have in addition 
to his original vote as Member of Council. 


2 The original text is not fully decipherable. 
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ACT FOR THE UNION 
OF 
VANCOUVER ISLAND AND BRITISH COLUMBIA 


CAP. LXVII. 


An Act for the Union of the Colony of Vancouver Island with the 
Colony of British Columbia. 
[6th August 1866.] 


BE it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the 
Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the 
same, as follows: 


1. This Act may be cited as The British Columbia Act, 1866. 


2. In this Act the Term “Governor” means any Officer for the Time 
being lawfully administering the Government. 


3. From and immediately after the Proclamation of this Act by the 
Governor of British Columbia, the Colony of Vancouver Island shall be 
and the same is hereby united with the Colony of British Columbia, and 
thenceforth those Two Colonies shall form and be One Colony, with the 
Name of British Columbia (which Union is in this Act referred to as the 
Union). 


4. On the Union taking effect, the Form of Government existing in 
Vancouver Island as a separate Colony shall cease, and the Power and 
Authority of the Executive Government and of the Legislature existing 
in British Columbia shall extend to and over Vancouver Island; but in 
order that Provision may be made for the Representation of Vancouver 
Island in the Legislature of British Columbia after the Union, the 
maximum Number of Councillors in the Legislative Council of British 
Columbia after the Union shall, until it is otherwise provided by lawful 
Authority, be Twenty-three instead of Fifteen. 


©. After and notwithstanding the Union the Laws in force in the 
separate Colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver Island respec- 
tively at the Time of the Union taking effect shall, until it is otherwise 
provided by lawful Authority, remain in force as if this Act had not 
been passed or proclaimed; save only that the Laws relative to the 
Revenue of Customs in force in British Columbia at the Time of the 
Union taking effect shall, until it is otherwise provided by lawful Author- 
ity, extend and apply to Vancouver Island; and, until it is otherwise 
provided by lawful Authority, the Governor of British Columbia shall 
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have, in relation to the Territory for the Time being under his Govern- 
ment, all the Powers and Authorities for the Time being vested, in 
relation to the United Kingdom, in the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury or in the Commissioners of Customs, with respect to the 
Appointment of Warehousing Ports, and the Approval and Appoint- 
ment of Warehouses or Places of Security in such Ports, and every- 
thing consequent thereon or relative thereto. 


6. Nothing in this Act shall take away or restrict the Authority of 
the Governor of British Columbia, with the Advice and Consent of the 
Legislative Council thereof, to make Laws for the Peace, Order, and 
good Government of British Columbia either before or after the Union; 
nor shall anything in this Act interfere with the Exercise of any Power 
that would have been exerciseable by Her Majesty in Council if this Act 
had not been passed. 


@. Until the Union British Columbia shall comprise all such Terri- 
tories within the Dominions of Her Majesty as are bounded to the South 
by the Territories of the United States of America, to the West by the 
Pacific Ocean and the Frontier of the Russian Territories in North 
America, to the North by the Sixtieth Parallel of North Latitude, and to 
the East from the Boundary of the United States Northwards by the 
Rocky Mountains and the One hundred and twentieth Meridian of West 
Longitude, and shall include Queen Charlotte’s Island and all other 
Islands adjacent to the said Territories, except Vancouver Island and the 
Islands adjacent thereto. 


8. After the Union British Columbia shall comprise all the Territories 
and Islands aforesaid and Vancouver Island and the Islands adjacent 
thereto. 


9. The Acts described in the Schedule to this Act are hereby repealed; 
but this Repeal shall not invalidate any Order in Council or other 
Instrument issued under the Authority of those Acts or either of them, 
or any Act done or Right or Title acquired by virtue of those Acts or 
of either of them or of any such Order or Instrument. 














SCHEDULE. 


Acts repealed. 


21 & 22 Vict. c. 99.--}An Act to provide for the Government of British 


Columbia. 
26 & 27 Vict. c. 83. - - | An Act to define the Boundaries of the Colony of British 


Columbia, and to continue an Act to provide for the 
Government of the said Colony. 
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Progress of Bills Brought Into the Council and Legislative Council 


of Vancouver Island 


1851-1866 
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ADAMSON, R. H., 183 
ADMIRALTY, 177, 202, 277 
AGRICULTURE, 
lands, 41, 45, 64 
livestock, 50, 69-70, 366-69 
ALBERNI DISTRICT, 139, 181, 243-44, 
245 
ALBERT HEAD, 150, 159 
ALIENS, 22-23, 107-08 
ALLEN, CHARLES W., 166 
ALLEN, EDWARD, 197 
ALSTON, EDWARD GRAHAM, 
appointed to committee, 
incorporation of Victoria Town, 85 
Standing Orders, 105 
Land Registry Act, 290 
member: Council, 3 
protest: salary, 214 
Registrar General, 3, 187, 214 
AMERICAN QUARTZ MINING COM- 
PANY, 135 
ANDERSON, ALEXANDER CAUL- 
FIELD, 36, 127, 204 
ANDERSON AND COMPANY, 147, 181 
ANDERSON, SIMON, 175 
ASH, DR. JOHN, 
Deputy Coroner, 184, 204 
ASHEMG aE s150 
ASSESSOR, 178, 186, 188, 230 
nautical assessor, 214, 218 
ATTORNEY GENERAL, 117, 119, 136, 
138 
See also CARY, GEORGE HUNTER 
ATTORNEY GENERAL (ACTING), 117, 
144, 167, 235, 235n 
See also 
RING, DAVID BABINGTON 
WOOD, THOMAS LETT 
AUCTIONS, 164, 182 
AUDITOR, 140, 186, 189, 228, 229, 230 
AUSTEN, ROBERT H., 131 
AUSTRIA, 226 
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BACON BAR, 162-63 
BAKER, JOSEPH, 231 
BANFIELD, WILLIAM, 129, 172 
BANKRUPTCY, 168, 230 
BANKS 3139916452 155250=515 260-61 
Bank of British North America, 
colonial overdraft, 178, 210, 216, 221, 
229 
Victoria Municipal Council Debt, 128, 
168 
BARCLAY SOUND, 76, 129, 172 
BARNETT, GEORGE, 132 
BARR, ROBERT, 
Clerk of the House, 19 
Clerk of the Peace, 12 
Colonial Teacher, 9, 12, 13-14 


BAYLEY, CHARLES ALFRED, 183 
BAYNES SOUND, 225 
BEAR RIVER, 190 
BEE HIVE HOTEL, 193-94 
BENTINCK ARM, 172 
BERMUDAS 
Act for Quieting Estates and Preventing 
Lawsuits, 23 
BILLS OF SALE, 228, 245, 249, 330, 332, 
334-35, 337, 366-69, 372 
BIRTHS, 
registration, 179, 188, 212, 295, 307, 311, 
317-18, 320—21, 325, 346—47, 356 
BISHOP OF COLUMBIA, 201 
BLANSHARD, RICHARD, 
establishes Council, 5 
Governor, 3 
resignation, 5 
BLINKHORN, THOMAS (BLENKHORN, 
THOMAS), 
Magistrate and Justice of the Peace: Met- 
chosin District, 8 
BLUE BOOK, 272 


BOARDS OF INQUIRY, 
Carriboo, 214 
Colonial accounts, 186-87, 227-28 
Ditch Company, 223-24 
education, 225, 228, 232, 302, 307, 324 
Hudson’s Bay Company lands, 221 
Indian reserve lands, 180 
intestate estates, 146 
joint stock companies, 145 
revisions, 178 
Victoria Harbour improvement, 183 
BONDS AND SURETIES, 131, 134, 171- 
Ws, WX 
BONDS PUBLIC HOUSE, 193 
BOOKER, WILLIAM LANE, 134 
BOUNDARY COMMISSION, 38 
BRIDGES, 60, 63-68, 150, 152, 159, 171, 
226 
funding, 14, 16, 17 
tenders, 152, 159, 171, 226 
wooden, 41, 42, 45, 139, 244, 270 
BRITANNIA QUARTZ MINING COM- 
PANY, 150 
BRITISH COLONIST, 297-98 
BRITISH COLUMBIA ACT, 232 
BRITISH COLUMBIA, COLONY OF 
differential duties, 261—62 
Diocese of British Columbia, 167 
Douglas, James: removal to, 121, 151 
Tariff Act, 218 
union with Vancouver Island, 150, 169, 
(il, 22, 239, PS, YSIS, AS). 
271, 274-75, 281-82, 292-98, 324, 
341-42, 35860, 364 
despatches, 200, 204, 239, 269, 274, 
282, 342, 358-60 
U.S. boundary, 250 
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BROWN, GEORGE H: WILSON, 173, 210 
BROWN, GODFREY, 232 
BROWN, JAMES, 211 
BRYANT, CORNELIUS, 187 
BULL’S HEAD PUBLIC HOUSE, 193 
BURNABY, ROBERT, 
Henderson and Burnaby, 166, 188, 203 
Reinhart and Burnaby, 198 : 
BUTE INLET, 172 
BUTTLE, JOHN, 
exploration party, 183,186, 188, 190 
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CALIFORNIA STATE TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY, 144, 165 
CAMERON, DAVID, 
address to Governor, 252 
application to Executive Council: Regis- 
trar General, 121 
appointed to committee, 
incorporation of Victoria Town, 85 
ways and means, 132 
bankruptcy and probate, 168 
Chief Justice, 11, 13, 25, 199, 238 
illegal conviction, 197 
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disturbance at Comox, 165 
land claims, 76 
law of evidence, 173, 188, 205, 304-05, 
325, 338-40 
liquor, 14-15, 58-59, 197-99, 206, 229, 
325, 338—40, 357, 361, 362-63 
murder cases, 129, 143, 151, 158, 172, 
205-06, 210 
northern tribes, 15—17 
policy of James Douglas, 25 
prostitutes, 198 
reserve lands, 25, 145, 180, 257 
San Juan Island, 38 
tension, 274, 325 
INSURANCE, 
government buildings, 147, 177, 188 
Sir James Douglas, 225 
INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC HOUSE, 193 
INTESTATE ESTATES, 146, 182, 188, 207, 
Bil 26 
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JACKSON, EDWARD H., 127, 169 
JAMES BAY, 25, 120, 226 
JAY AND COMPANY, 170 
JEFFREY, E., 225, 227 
JEFFREYS, JOSEPH, 225 
JENNY JONES, 171 
JOHN STEPHENSON, 203 
JOINT STOCK COMPANIES, 
board appointed, 145 
Britannia Quartz Mining Company, 1I50 
extension of atts, 49, 50, 52, 53 
Registrar, 145-46, 148, 150 
JUSTICE, 
calendar of prisoners, 197 
death sentences, 143, 158, 205-06, 210, 
Pall 
illegal conviction, 197 
imprisonment for debt, 180, 188, 199, 225, 
30933 12532 24252 oo 23a. 
338-39, 356-58, 365 
Justices of the Peace, 7-8, 9, 10, 38, 300, 
308, 309-10, 311, 316 
law of evidence, 173, 304—05, 325, 338-40 
limitation of foreign actions, 59, 61 
magistrates, 7-8, 9, 10, 12, 181, 201 
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JUSTICE—Continued 
prisoners, 190, 197, 213 
prisons, 169, 171, 175, 190, 201, 204, 214, 
Dig 23il 
Stipendiary Magistrates, 129, 137, 165, 
189, 208, 230, 300, 308, 309-10, 311, 
316, 326 
writs of capias, 239-40, 243, 244 
Webster vs. Muir, 10 
See also 
CHIEF JUSTICE 
COURTS 
CRIME 
LEGAL PROFESSION 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
PRISONS 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, 
See JUSTICE 
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KAVANAGH, D., 166, 171 
KELLY, JAMES, 182 
KENNEDY, ARTHUR EDWARD, 
Governor, 117, 122, 231, 250, 252 
land reserves, 141 
legal profession, 167 
Ministerial Council, 123, 214 
oaths, 122, 136, 185, 199 
opening of the House, 145, 167, 202, 215, 
Dil 123 24—26 
postal system, 219, 277-78, 279 
private secretary, 123-25 
prorogues the House, 199, 200, 227, 269- 
70, 323—24, 372n 
receives address of Council, 273-74 
state of the colony, 219, 222 
union of the colonies, 204, 232, 258, 269, 
271-72, 27415, 282,304 
KER, R., 
Acting Auditor, 140, 188 
KIBBLEWAITE, HENRY (KIBBLE- 
WHITE, HENRY), 147, 159-60 
KINGFISHER, 172 
KOSKEEMO SOUND, 177 
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LABISTON, PETER, 127 
LABOUCHERE, 214-15, 224 
LABOUCHERE, HENRY, 34n, 209 
LADLER, W., 132 
LAKE DISTRICT, 127 
LANDALE, JOHN J., 135, 150 
LANDS, 
alien land titles, 22—23 
Grownlands. 332090448 OSs Loo.) aos 
AAO 4 Seal AOne 1s Ort oi — 92 ety os 
DA, DSRS, ASO, Dill, BAL, SiS) 
grants, 140, 182 
homestead exemptions, 179, 189, 225 


LANDS—Continued 
Hudson’s Bay Company, 120, 135, 167, 
177, 185-86, 199, 202, 221, 230 
land claims, 132, 225 
land office, 18, 37, 173, 208 
land proclamations, 135, 151, 180 
land registry, 16, 145, 249, 250, 254, 287, 
288, 289, 290, 291, 292, 299, 300, 323 
Lowenberg, L., 140, 202 
mineral lands, 132, 134, 135, 140-41, 150, 
2S 210 
pre-emptions, 45, 68, 104, 105, 106, 107, 
1OS OS Sioa iio, 
Registrar-General of Deeds, 121 
reserves, 
church, 26, 27, 40, 180, 204 
educational, 187, 188 
government, 25, 120, 135, 136, 141, 170 
Indian, 25, 76, 145, 180, 257 
Saless16s) 165 345)3703:0514 1s) 45 0409159) 
175, 180, 181, 228 
speculation 41, 45 
See also 
Individual districts 
REAL ESTATE 
LANGFORD, EDWARD EDWARDS, 
appointed to committee: road construc- 
tion, 10 
Councillor by proxy, 5 
Magistrate and Justice of the Peace: Es- 
quimalt District, 8, 9 
oaths, 9 
LANGLEY, ALFRED JOHN, 
appointed to committee: Standing Orders, 
240 
leave of absence, 3 
member, 
Council, 3, 73 
Legislative Council, 235, 238 
oaths, 238 
LANGLEY, EDWARD OCTAVIUS, 127 
LEACH RIVER DITCH (LEECH RIVER), 
ppys) 
board appointed, 223, 224 
claim, 172 
funds, 224 
tenders, 224, 225, 227, 231 
LEGAL PROFESSION, 
regulation, 36, 39, 40, 138, 148, 167, 169, 
DON 243=445 247. 252-955) 323.9332 —335 
341 
Scottish Attorneys’ petition, 36 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 113n, 119, 137, 
237, 238, 298, 326 
address to Governor, 
assumption of office, 252 
reply to Governor’s address, 240-41, 
272-73, 275-76, 327—28 
retirement from colony, 251 
address to HRH Prince of Wales, 124, 
DAE AD e254: 


426 INDEX 





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL—Continued 
application to Governor, 
Crown lands, 269 
Governor’s Instructions, 253, 261 
real estate taxation, 343-44 
statistics, 295, 297 
Victoria Harbour improvement, 262 
application to Home Government: union 
of the colonies, 296 ~ 
attends opening of House, 238-40, 271- 
72, 324-26 
attends prorogation of House, 269-70, 
323-24 
civil list, 257-58 
clerk, 243 
conference with Alston, E. G.: Land Reg- 
istry Act, 290 
conference with House, 
civil jurisdictions, 316, 353 
mercantile law, 313, 316 
pilotage, 249 
real estate taxation, 267 
regulation of legal profession, 285-86 
regulation of medical profession, 313, 
316 
supply, 266-67 
Crown lands, 257-58 
estimates, 243 
Executive Council members, 219 
Governor’s address, 274 
members, 235, 237, 238 
memorial to Home Government, 
customs defalcations, 36 
differential duties, 361—62 
Pearse, Benjamin William, 243 
privilege, 370-71 
Standing Orders, 240, 251, 253, 259, 264, 
265-66, 267, 276, 277, 329 
suspension, 242, 245, 251, 254, 261, 268, 
283-84, 290, 293-95, 303-06, 314— 
15, 318-20, 322, 349_-S0, 363 
union of the colonies, 256-58, 295-98, 
324, 341-42, 360 
LEIGH, WILLIAM, 131, 149 
LETTICE (HARRISON AND LETTICE), 
143 
LEWIS, RICHARD, 127 
LICENCES, 
auction, 182 
licensing law, 31 
Jha yaKoyee, 7 toh Web, Wil, BD, Sl, B15) 
marriage, 184, 199, 202, 203, 323 
timber, 11 
trade, 98-99, 101-02, 145, 150, 181-82, 
PA, Met, BENE Bll, Swe, Zvevel, ZhSio). 
B52 
LIENS, 
mechanics, 179, 212, 307, 311, 338, 360 
real property, 22 


LIGHTHOUSES, 35, 175, 209 
Fisgard Rock, 132, 133, 135, 152, 171 
lighthouse board, 177 
Race Rocks, 24, 147, 166 
LINDSAY, D., 183 
LIQUOR, 
Council members, 7 
distillery, 224 
importation, 6—8 
Indian liquor, 14-15, 58-59, 197-99, 206, 
229, 325, 338, 340, 357, 361, 362-63 
licence fund, 13, 19, 21, 31, 32 
licensed houses, 8, 21, 28-29, 31, 32 
licensing, 14,29, 30,315 35, 182 
public houses, 193 
regulations of sale, 6, 7, 56-58, 69-72 
wholesale and retail defined, 8 
LOANS, 
government, 215 
raising of, 59-60, 79-81, 86, 88-91, 112, 
212, 223, 344, 350, 352, 363-64 
road and public works, 344, 350, 352 
security for, 223 
Road and Harbour Loan, 167, 177 
LODGE, W. R., 135, 150 
LO-LO-LAX, 158 
LONDON, WILLIAM, 203, 214 


LONDON AND LIVERPOOL FIRE IN- 
SURANCE COMPANY, 177 

LONG, THOMAS HOLMES, 231 

LOWENBERG, LEOPOLD, 202 


M 


McCANN, THOMAS H., 50 
McCURDY, SAMUEL (McCURDEY, 
SAMUEL), 15 
MACDONALD, ALEXANDER DAVID, 
164 
MACDONALD, W. J., 127, 197 
McGOWAN, MATTHEW, 152 
McHUGH, HENRY, 127 
MacINTOSH, JAMES, 172 
MACKENZIE, ALEXANDER, 149 
McKENZIE, KENNETH, 
Magistrate and Justice of the Peace: Pe- 
ninsula District, 8 
MAGISTRATES, 
See JUSTICE 
MALAHAT DISTRICT, 76 
MANN, THOMAS, 146 
MAPLE BAY, 149 
MAPLE POINT, 183 
MARIA, 178-79 
MARQUIS OF BUTE, 15 
MARRIAGE, 26, 27, 39, 79-81, 184, 199- 
200, 202—03 
licence fees, 184, 199, 202-03, 323 
registration, 26, 188, 212, 279, 296, 307, 
Biles 1.8.520—2 lesa 40-47. eS O 
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MEDICAL PROFESSION, 169, 287-90, 
292-93, 303, 307-09, 313, 316 
See also HOSPITALS 
MERCANTILE LAW, 313, 316 
METCHOSIN DISTRICT (METCHOSEN), 
land, 180 
Magistrate and Justice of the Peace, 8 
revisers, 127 
roads, 130 
MEXICO, 277 
MILLARD, C. T., 224 
MINING, 
Coal, 169, 173, 177, 183, 201, 264, 266— 
68, 270, 334, 354 
copper, 132, 149 
gold, 120, 142, 150, 164, 167, 171, 173, 
175, 179, 186, 188, 190, 200, 207, 271, 
273, 277, 303, 305, 306, 309, 310, 311, 
Sil3}, SS) 
mineral lands, 132, 134, 135, 140—41, 150, 
G2, WS PND) 
quartz, 124, 135, 150 
MINISTERIAL COUNCIL, 123-24 
MITCHELL, W. L., 197 
MORRIS, JOHN, 165, 177 
MOUNTAIN DISTRICT, 
Harewood coal fields, 139 
railway construction, 139, 264 
MUIR vs. WEBSTER, 10 
MUIR, ANDREW, 
Sergeant at Arms, 19 
MUIR QUARTZ MINING COMPANY, 
124 
MUNRO, MALCOLM, 124, 134, 138, 152, 
158 


N 


NAGLE, JEREMIAH, 140, 145, 150, 165, 
182 
NANAIMO DISTRICT, 18, 127, 129, 136, 
166, 168, 187, 200, 211 
incorporation of Nanaimo Town, 212, 
345=3 852 S20 
member: Cunningham, Thomas, 347 
railway construction, 136, 139, 264, 266-— 
68, 270, 332, 334, 336-38 
Stipendiary Magistrate, 150, 165, 208 
NATURALIZATION LAWS, 23, 107-08 
NAYLOR, W. B., 321-32 
NEACH, 158 
NEEDHAM, JOSEPH, 
Brown, James, 211 
Chief Justice, 199 
death sentences, 205—06, 210, 211 
Indian Liquor Act, 240n 
Labouchere, 214, 218 
oaths, 199, 231, 326 
reply to Governor’s opening address, 328 
union of the colonies, 232 
NEELY, A., 134 


NESBITT, EDWIN JAMES, 
Acting Colonial Secretary, 117, 130, 131, 
230 
Clerk of fhe House, 105 
Colonial Secretary’s clerk, 133 
Esquimalt Lighthouse, 132 
oaths, 231 
NEW SOUTH WALES, 32-33 
NEWCASTLE, DUKE OF, 13, 120, 257 
NEWCASTLE ISLAND, 136 
NEWSPAPERS, 127, 135, 141, 146, 150, 
151, 197, 201, 231, 297-98 
NICHOLSON, JOHN, 130, 138, 149, 164, 
DY 
NICOL, CHARLES, 127 
NOOTKA SOUND, 183, 186, 188, 190 
NORTH SAANICH DISTRICT, 127 
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OATHS; 6,9, 13, 21, 23, 25,.29,.47, 48,49, 
18, 119312271335) 136).173,.185,,1995 210, 
223, 25 by 230,024 2440 249 p25) 2, 
280, 326 
OCHSNER, CHRISTIAN, 149, 160-61 
OPIUM, 174 
OTTER, 14 
OWSTON, CAPTAIN ROBERT, 152-53, 
155-58 
ie 


PARIS EXHIBITION, 210 
PARK, 180, 185-86 
PARKER, THOMAS, 345-46, 248 
PARLIAMENTARY PRACTICE, 
additions to bills, 368-69 
appointment of Council members, 5 
assemblage of parliament, 273-74 
changing British laws, 22 
chairman of committees, 48-49 
Great Britain, 371 
House of Assembly, 
money votes, 65, 126, 207-08 
signature on minutes, 263-64 
precedents, 243 
requisition for information, 209 
supply bills, 370-71 
PARTNERSHIP, 210, 222, 332-33, 341-42, 
85i/ 
PASSPORTS, 210 
PATENTS, 213, 348, 362, 367 
PEARKES AND GREEN, 335 
PEARSE, BENJAMIN WILLIAM, 
appointed to board, 
Carriboo, 214 
Ditch Company, 223 
Hudson’s Bay Company lands, 221 
Indian reserves, 180 
appointed to committee, 
Harewood Railway Company, 335 
reply to Governor’s address, 327 
oaths, 119, 148, 242, 243, 280 
Surveyor General (Acting), 117, 119, 235, 
235n, 242-43 
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PEMBERTON, AUGUSTUS FREDERICK, 
chairman: Bench of Magistrates, 203 
Victoria Hospital, 203-04, 224 

PEMBERTON, JOSEPH DESPARD, 
absent, 143 
appointed to committee, 

Harewood Railway Company, 267 
incorporation of Emanuel of Victoria, 
267 
road construction, 10 
Standing Orders, 267 
member: Executive and Legislative Coun- 
cils, 238 
oaths, 122, 253 
Schmudtz, 165 
Stipendiary Magistrate, 129, 189 
Surveyor-General, 10, 37, 38, 117, 122, 
235, 238 

PENNY, DANIEL, 124 

PENINSULA DISTRICT, 

Magistrates and Justices of the Peace, 8 

PETITION, 14, 34, 36, 41, 67, 106, 108, 

SOG ire, USS VS, ADI AOS, Pail, ails) 
DAT 259-60 20d 288s 9325) 504.053). 
345-48, 362-63 

PICKETT, WILLIAM, 50 

PIDWELL, JOHN T., 127 

PILOTAGE, 54, 62, 127-28, 182, 184, 244, 
246, 247, 248, 249, 270, 319 

POLICE DEPARTMENT, 171, 174, 200, 

201, 208, 223 
Superintendent, 164, 180, 188, 215, 220- 
21, 226, 230 

POPULATION, 6, 77, 172, 270, 288, 292- 
93, 295, 297, 358 

PORT McNEILL, 201 

PORTER, JOSEPH, 69, 105 

PORTWAY, R. C., 161-62 

POSTAL SYSTEM, 182, 188, 205, 214, 215, 

WS), WOS=80) HS), GAT BS 
accounts, 219, 223-24, 325 
conveyance of mails, 123, 124, 150, 166, 
170, 32277 —719 
Panama, 277, 278, 279 
postage rates, 151, 178, 224, 243, 278, 325 
postal bill, 172, 207, 290, 291, 292, 293, 
295, 297, 298-99, 300, 301, 329, 330, 
332, 334, 335, 336, 337, 338 
Postmaster 150, 170, 171-72, 178, 187, 
2265230527. 
Wootton, Henry, 189, 190-96 
San Francisco, 202—03, 205, 209, 213, 215, 
2NG=18 927.85 525: 
stamps, 89, 90, 93, 94-96, 97, 101, 109, 
PIO=11) 13951515 1675 2509270 
steam communication, 150, 202-03, 205, 
209, 213, 216—18, 277, 278, 279, 325 
tenders, 123, 124, 166, 173, 205 
POWELL, ISRAEL WOOD, 123 
PRICE, CAPTAIN, 214, 218 
PRINCE OF WALES, 124, 238, 240-42, 
254 





PRINTERS Wl 27a l6Gse97 2 5lne2 ol oeS 53. 
356—57 
PRISONS, 169, 171, 175, 190, 201, 204, 214, 
9 bre, PASM 
PROCLAMATIONS, 
British Columbia Act, 232 
dissolving the House, 113n 
House of Assembly, 24 
land proclamation, 151, 180 
proroguing House, 227 
PROTESTS, 
Alston, Edward Graham, 214 
Cameron, David: road improvement, 64 
Finlayson, Roderick, 
landing permits, 315-16 
union of the colonies, 298 
Rhodes, Henry, 
landing permits, 315-16 
union of the colonies, 297-98 
Watson, Alexander: stamp duties, 101 
PRUSSIA, 226 
PUBLIC WORKS, 14, 16, 31 
PUGET SOUND AGRICULTURAL COM- 
PANY, 9 
Q 


QUALIFICATION, 

electors, 18, 41-42 

Justice of the Peace, 8 

Magistrates, 8 

members, 18 
QUAMICHAN DISTRICT, 228 
QUARLES, WILLIAM, 198 
QUATSEENO, 104 
QUOQUILMOT, 158 
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RACE ROCKS, 24, 147 
RAILWAYS, 
consolidation of acts, 104—05, 107-09 
construction, 136, 139, 180, 264-68, 270, 
332, 334, 336-38 
Harewood Railway Company committee, 
267-68 
RASSID, MATTIE, 211 
REAL ESTATE, 
alien titles, 22—23 
church reserves, 26—27, 40, 204 
confirmation of titles, 66-67, 69 
Courts of Revision, 79, 81, 127 
declaration of title, 250, 254, 280, 282-83, 
285-89, 307-08, 323 
fee simple, 59, 61 
homesteads, 307, 312, 326, 330, 333, 337, 
355-59, 365 
registration, 16, 21-22, 25, 27, 65-66, 
68-69, 71, 140 
taxation, 56, 62-64, 97, 99-102, 139, 209, 
PAD S445 340-5057 172 
boards of revision, 178 
Court of Revision, 79, 81, 127 
defaulters, 146, 167, 188, 197 
revisers, 122 
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REAL ESTATE—Continued 
returns, 343—44 
Victoria City, 128, 178, 180, 184, 205, 
261-64, 266-68, 270, 319, 324 
See also LANDS 
REAL PROPERTY, 
descent, 180, 211, 308—09, 312, 315, 332- 
33, 361 
liens, 22 
taxation of, 166-67 
REAY, WILLIAM, 127 
RECIPROCITY, 
United States, 129 
REGISTRAR GENERAL, 21-22, 27, 121, 
145, 146, 187, 214, 230 
REGISTRAR OF JOINT STOCK COM- 
PANIES, 145-46, 148, 150 
REGISTRAR OF SUPREME COURT, 168, 
218, 232 
REGISTRATION ACT, 25, 25n 
REGISTRY, 
births, deaths, and marriages, 179, 188, 
212, 295, 307, 311, 317-18, 320-21, 
325, 346-47, 356 
Britannia Quartz Mining Company, 150 
deeds, 16, 21-22, 25, 27, 28, 65-66, 68-— 
69, 71, 140 
land, 16, 22 
marriage, 26 
voters, 22, 23, 25, 40, 41, 50-63, 68 
wills, 22 
REINHART AND BURNABY, 198 
REYNOLD, MATTHEW, 146 
RHODES, HENRY, 
address to Governor: reply to opening 
address, 327 
appointed to committee, 
incorporation of Nanaimo Town, 348 
reply to Governor’s opening address, 
I jfPhs DS, SPT 
Spring Ridge Water Company, 359 
Standing Orders, 277, 327 
member: Legislative Council, 235 
oaths, 272 
petition, 
Coroner’s Bill, 288 
regulation of medical profession, 289 
protest, 
landing permits, 315-16 
union of the colonies, 297—98 
RING, DAVID BABINGTON, 
appointed to committee, 
address to Prince of Wales, 241 
Standing Orders, 240 
Attorney General (Acting), 167, 235, 238 
oaths, 238 
reply to Governor’s address, 240 
ROADS, 10, 16, 17, 27-28, 45-48, 128, 141, 
£47, 14911505 152,164, 1657.177, 197, 
220, 228 
cleaning, 213 
closure, 81, 83, 84-85, 86 


ROADS—Continued 
commissioners, 16, 174 
construction, 10, 93, 98, 112, 128, 152, 176 
funds, 14, 16, 17, 79, 81, 86 
improvement, 21, 54, 55, 56, 57, 59, 60, 
62, 129, 130, 134, 138, 143, 146, 164, 
196—97 
regulations, 64, 105, 107, 224, 249, 
365-67 
ROBERTSON, W. A., 228 
ROCKY POINT, 24 
ROLANT, HERMAN, 169 
ROPER AND COMPANY, 171 
ROWLAND, SARAH, 169 
ROYAL INSURANCE COMPANY, 147 
RUSSELL, THOMAS, 225 
RUSSIA, 14 
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SAANICH DISTRICT (SAANITCH), 37, 
204 
SALLAS ISLAND, 175 
SALTSPRING ISLAND, 158 
SAN FRANCISCO, 
British consul, 133-34, 225 
customs duties, 24 
Labouchere, 215 
steam communication, 202-03, 205, 209, 
213, 216-18, 278, 325 
SAN FRANCISCO STEAM NAVIGA- 
TION COMPANY, 216-17 
SANGSTER, JAMES, 7, 13 
SAN JUAN ISLANDS, 15, 38, 188 
SAYWARD, WILLIAM P., 131, 169 
SCHLOESSER, ERNEST, 175 
SCHOOLS, 
See EDUCATION 
SCOTT, W. A., 132 
SECRETARY ISLAND, 149 
SECRETARY OF STATE TO THE COLO- 
NIES, 
See GREAT BRITAIN 
SECRETARY TO THE COUNCIL, 43 
SERGEANT AT ARMS, 19, 48 
SETTLEMENT, 6, 15-16, 22-23, 25, 34, 41, 
45-46, 64, 68, 120, 180, 270 
SEYMOUR, FREDERICK, 
Governor of British Columbia, 232, 275 
SHAW, T. B., 166, 169 
SHERIFF, 230, 231-32 
SHIPS AND SHIPPING, 
Carriboo, 214 
Emily Harris, 123-24, 150 
Fideliter, 123-24, 150 
Guadalete, 24 
HMS Clio, 206—229 
HMS Satellite, 38 
HMS Scout, 214 
HMS Sutlej, 183-186 
Jenny Jones, 171 
John Stephenson, 203 
Kingfisher, 172 
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SHIPS AND SHIPPING—Continued 
Labouchere, 214-15, 224 
Maria, 178-79 
Marquis of Bute, 15 
Otter, 14 
Sir James Douglas, 130, 133-34, 176, 183, 
186, 189-90, 200-01, 203, 215, 225, 229 
SIFFKEN BROTHERS AND COMPANY, 
188 
SIMON, PRIOR A., 162-63 
SIR JAMES DOUGLAS, 130, 133-34, 176, 
183, 186, 189-90, 200, 201, 203, 215, 219, 
225229 
SKINNER, THOMAS JAMES, 
appointed to committee: Colonial School, 
13 
Magistrate and Justice of the Peace: Pe- 
ninsula District, 8 
SMITH, H., 164 
SMITH, MARY, 158 
SOOKE DISTRICT, 10, 18, 127, 166 
Magistrate and Justice of the Peace, 8 
mining, 132, 167, 186, 200 
Stipendiary Magistrate, 167, 208 
SOUTH SAANICH DISTRICT, 127 
SOUTHGATE, JOSEPH JOHNSON, 
appointed, 
Harbour Commissioner, 128 
reviser, 127 
Director: Harewood Railway Company, 
136 
SPARROW, ISAIAH MERRIMAN, 171- 
295 
SPRING RIDGE WATER COMPANY, 
3571, 359 
SPROAT, G. M., 181 
STAMP, CAPTAIN EDWARD, 45-46 
STASHAL, 158 
STEPHENS, EDWARD, 150, 172, 231 
STEVENS, ISAAC INGILLS, 15, 15n, 38 
STEWART, JOHN ROBERTSON, 127, 177, 
188 
STONELEIGH, 176 
STREET, CHARLES, 124, 127, 134, 140-41 
STRONACH, W. E., 225 
STRONG, ARTHUR, 175 
SUPPLY, 
See COLONIAL ACCOUNTS 
SURETIES, 131, 134, 187 
See also BONDS AND SURETIES 
SURVEYING DEPARTMENT, 129, 132, 
141, 147, 169, 228, 237 
dredging machine, 120, 130-32, 133-34, 
149, 207 
Ewing, R , 176, 189-90, 200 
roads, 37-38, 81, 83-86, 128, 129, 141, 
145, 147, 176, 197, 228 
salaries, 6, 136, 138, 141, 174, 229 
See also 
COLONIAL SURVEYOR 
PEARSE, BENJAMIN WILLIAM 
PEMBERTON, JOSEPH DESPARD 
SWAN LAKE, 152 


T 
TAX, 158 
TAXATION, 8, 26, 64-65, 164, 174, 182, 
189, 204, 257 


income taxation, 57-58, 64, 170, 181, 183, 
XO}, BD. SAO, 274), Bla BIS Shiv 
Wee [itoye, FES, Gk, Dil, 20), OXY. BHO, Bil, 64, TAS 
V2, WSs Pe, Mla, SAN, Biel, ZI, SiSis). 
354, 355 
real estate, 56, 62-64, 97, 99-102, 128, 
139, 180, 184, 205, 212, 261-64, 266— 
68, 270, 319, 324, 344, 348-50, 371- 
2 
defaulters, 146, 167, 188, 197, 209 
revision, 79, 81, 127, 178 
real property, 166-67 
trade licences, 57, 58, 98-99, 101-02, 145, 
ISO), Iie. Pi, Msi, Silent Zyily/, 
32353 4453550n 352. 
See also 
CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT, duties 
HARBOURS, Harbour dues 
LICENCES 
TELEGRAPH, 224-25, 289-91, 313, 323 
California State Telegraph Company, 144, 
165 
establishment, 238-39, 251, 270 
regulation, 139, 168, 252-53, 255, 268 
THEOBALD, T., 139 
THOMAS, EDWARD ROBERT, 193-95 
THOMPSON, WILLIAM, 127, 138, 183 
TIEDMANN, H. O. (TIEDMAN, H. O.), 
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reply to Governor’s opening address, 
WYP, OS 
Standing Orders, 105, 240, 267, 276-77 
Colonial accounts, 98, 99, 209 
Colonial Treasurer, 2, 117, 119, 235, 238 
credits, 231, 232 . 
currency, 171 
financial report, 228 
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